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I remember my childhood and the beautiful vacations spent in the countryside, visiting one of
my uncles. He raised sheep throughout his life, nourishing himself and his family with this
noble activity. For him, as a shepherd, his world turned around his sheep. I cannot forget the
image of my uncle waking up at 4 a.m. to open the gate of the sheepfold; helping the sheep
mother to give birth; or feeding and caring for them until the last hours of the day. He
understood that sheep are vulnerable and defenseless in a hostile context. My uncle dedicated
his life to care, protect, and guide them to shelter. Beautiful images: to care, to protect, to guide
—this is the work of his entire life.
 
Jesus has come to give his entire life for us, his flock. He found sense and meaning in this act of
donation. Yet this act needed to be prolonged in the life of the growing Church. This was what
the apostles and their disciples did, donating their lives to the care and protection of those who
confessed Jesus in a very dangerous context of persecution and death. And in the same spirit,
the Church has extended Jesus’ care and guidance in the ministry of our priests, who, as true
shepherds, are called to follow the example of Jesus Shepherd, whose life was given for the life
of his flock.
 
As the Church prays today for divine vocations to the priesthood, I invite you to pray for our
priests and for future priests, so that the Lord may bless the Church with good, holy shepherds
in the priesthood who, in this world of blessings and challenges, have replied to the example
set by Jesus; that through the use of prayer and sacraments, we can make meaning and work of
our entire lives.
 
Do not forget to pray especially for those seminarians who have made of St. Benedict a house
of prayer and discernment: Thomas, John, Kyle, Sylvester and Patrick.

—Max Muñoz
 

Note 1: In Spanish, we call priests curas, which means caregiver or healer. Such a beautiful thing to recognize in our
priests, those who care for us and heal us through the sacraments.  In Tagalog, there is a similar expression, kura-
paroco.
Note 2:   St. Benedict Rectory has many rooms, all named after a patron saint. Did you know that the room of Fr.
Bryan is called “The Good Shepherd”?

Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2020

Our Catholic Church celebrates this fourth Sunday of
Easter as Good Shepherd Sunday. The Mass readings will
show us how God, who revealed himself saying “I am who
am,” will reveal again his essence and the constitution of
his being in the voice of Jesus with a familiar image: “I am
the Good Shepherd.”



Make donations, payments and
pledges via smartphone or computer.
Set up your gift today!

ONLINE GIVING
HELPS SUSTAIN
AND GROW OUR
PARISH

Click "Give Online" on our webpage or
download the app. (Church ID: 1881)

Last week, we received a
Paycheck Protection Program
loan through the Small Business
Administration, allowing us to
continue paying all of our staff,
even during the "Stay Home, Stay
Healthy" order in our state. We
anticipate that we will qualify for
the loan forgiveness by following
the specific guidelines of the
grant. This is good for our
employees and for the local
economy. Please continue to pray
for all who have been adversely
affected by Coronavirus.

1805 North 49th Street, Seattle WA 98103

STAY CONNECTED

CONTACT US

206.632.0843 parish@stbens.net

STAFF
Marti Lundberg
Pastoral Coordinator
m.lundberg@stbens.net

Fr. Bryan Dolejsi
Parish Priest
bryan.dolejsi@seattlearch.org

Becky Ortiz
Administrative Assistant
b.ortiz@stbens.net
Anita Hardwick
Facilities
a.hardwick@stbens.net

Heather Snyder
Communications & Stewardship
h.snyder@stbens.net

Mitchell Price
Music
m.price@stbens.net

Brian Anderson
School Principal
b.anderson@stbens.net

After-Hour Emergency 425.954.3434

WEBSITE
parish.stbens.net
FACEBOOK
facebook.com/stbensseattle
HOMILIES
parish.stbens.net/homily-recordings

STEWARDSHIP

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Jan Bucknell, Bruno Berselli, Carmen Gonzalez, Nora
Taylor, Dale Steen, Willie Kleffner, Easton Brown, Eli
Mahnken, Janice   Mosey, Eugene Haydu, Xavier
Schmitt, Ann Person, June Gill, Kim Gruenberg, Tom
Weber, Aidan Schellings, Ron Willette, John Frantz, Rev.
Steve Roman *Contact the Parish Office to have a name
added to this list. For privacy reasons, the individual  must
expressly give consent.

You can also give by cash or check:
mail your offering to the Parish
Office, drop it in the candle safe
inside the church (during open
hours), or in the office mail slot.

Give online (access OSV on
our homepage) without
registering! Simply choose
"Quick Give."

ST. BENEDICT
RECEIVES
GOV. GRANT



4,614lbs.
YTD Collected

This is really amazing! Your

partnership is a unique and

special one, and we appreciate

how much love and compassion

you show to the community. 

Gratitude from us all, 

Jake

St. Benedict 

Virtual Coffee Hour

Monday, Easter Weekday
Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18

Tuesday, Easter Weekday
Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday, Easter Weekday
Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50
Thursday, Easter Weekday

Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20
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Friday, Easter Weekday
Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6

Saturday, Easter Weekday
Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14

Sunday, 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12

OUTSIDE WITH 
FR. BRYAN
O f f i c e  H o u r s  w i t h  F r .  B r y a n
h a v e  m o v e d  o u t - o f - d o o r s !  H e
w i l l  b e  s i t t i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e
c h u r c h  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e
s a c r a m e n t s ,  i f  n e e d e d .  S u n d a y s
9 A M – 1 2 P M

BLUE BAG PROGRAM GOING STRONG

We are currently taking
food donations in the
bin outside the parish
office door, downstairs
on Wallingford Avenue.

St. Benedict wrote a check for $1,716 to
FamilyWorks this week. Thank you for
your financial donations!

ZOOM MEET ING ID:  8 16  1 120 0520

PASSWORD:  030898

SUNDAY | MAY 3, 9AM

SUNDAY | MAY 3, 7PM

ZOOM MEET ING ID:  8 17  2206 7345

PASSWORD:  029943

In keeping with social distancing,
Fr. Bryan gives Mary Ann Prussing
a blessing (from six feet!) before
she relocates to New Mexico. Fr.
Bryan is available for sacraments,
as needed, during his "out-of-
door" hours, which are Sunday
mornings and one other
weekday, depending on schedule.



APPLY: 
Find application on our website under Resources > Parishioners Helping
Parishioners. There is also an attached file at the bottom of this email.

DONATE: 
Make gifts to "Parishioners Helping Parishioners"



“Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds
invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on
promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from
occurring in the future.” 
 
“Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great
family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of
fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of
poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant
in prayer.”

Pope Francis recently wrote two prayers to Mary that
can be recited at the end of the rosary:



@stbenschool@St.Benedict.Seattle @St.Benedict.Seattle.Alumni

Teachers and staff at the school have been working hard to provide our students
with rigorous academic content. Outside of  academics, we're dedicated to
keeping our students connected to one-another and our community strong! 
 
Spirit Week. Students and staff will be celebrating Spirit Week from May 4–8.  This
will be a week full of fun, at-home activities, dress up days, culminating in a
school-wide “field day” celebrated on Friday, May 8. Check out the school’s
Facebook page and Instagram Account for pictures!
 
Jog-a-thon. We're rolling out a first-ever “at-home” Jog-a-thon this year. More
information about the event and how to donate is now available at
stbens.net/school/jog-a-thon/
 
Buddy Reading. During the school year our older students meet with their
“buddies” in the younger classrooms to read or do projects together.   We're
continuing the mentorship online online by having our Middle School students
read and record stories for our younger grades.
 
Family Service. During this unique period of time, our family members have
shown great strength and caring for the students of St. Benedict. Spirit Week is a
time when we show appreciation by picking a daily activity to say “thank you”.

Many thanks to our amazing
teachers during Teacher

Appreciation Week. Our school
shines because of your leadership
in the classroom. And this year you
have truly had to meet the needs of
our students in an ever-changing

"classroom."  We       you!

SCHOOL NEWS


