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From an apartment in Maple Leaf,

Audrey Reuter steals an hour in the

quiet of her newborn’s nap. Fresh

faced and sacrificial tired, she sits in

front of a window with a leafless

winter tree behind, rosy cheeks a

telltale sign of a household kept

warm, the way you do when you

have an infant. Today is a stop-

shutter moment filled with love and

a great sense of duty, vulnerability

even.

Searching for Innocence  
WRITTEN BY HEATHER SNYDER

continued on page two

In this great pause of new

parenthood, Audrey begins to talk

about a truth that has always been

the backdrop of her consciousness,

an image of justice that grows surer

with each encounter: protect the

innocent, the part of us that is pure

and kind and good. And although

everything about her glows

Bernadette, it’s not the baby she’s

talking about. Audrey’s vision is of a

deeper purity that lives in us all.



Audrey’s self-deprecating manner (repeatedly
apologizing for brain fog) betrays her steady
ambition and steely resolve. Oldest of three girls,
Audrey grew up in Salem, Oregon, in a Catholic
family with a beloved golden retriever. By high
school, she had lived up to all the expectations
that she had for herself—basketball team,
marching band, school newspaper, valedictorian
—with no regrets. Bolstered by a solid
foundation, her worldview reflected one
sheltered from failure. Enthusiastic! Confident!
Expectant!

She headed off to her first Jesuit school at
Gonzaga University where she studied Psychology
and International Studies, attending Mass with
friends on weekends. This period became for her
a spiritual awakening. “I started really listening to
God and knowing He was there,” said Audrey. “I
remember a homily by Father Robert Spitzer and
he mentioned a prayer for when you are filled
with despair, ‘Dear Lord, I give up. You take care
of it.’” This resonated deeply and she began to
shift some of her control, working on trust and
exploring the idea of one’s purpose as a vocation.
“I knew I wanted to help others, but wasn’t sure
what that looked like yet,” she said.

The answer came when, after graduating in 2009,
she moved to Mission, South Dakota, to accept a
teaching position with Teach for America. On her
application, she checked off every box EXCEPT
math. Her assignment: Middle School math
teacher. Having never taken calculus, she had to
pass an exam, so she called her economist father
to bring her up to speed. Math, however, would
be the smallest roadblock during her time at
Todd County Middle School.

AN AWAKENING

FAILURE IS THE ONLY OPTION

A Title I school on the Rosebud Indian
Reservation, nearly all her students were native
Lakota. Math quickly took a backseat to
relationship building with leery teenagers. “I
would work really hard at planning lessons and
kids were throwing pencils at the ceiling, it was
just chaos,” she said. “They would just consume
everything. I would agonize about seating charts, I
was so wrapped up in trying to make everything
okay for them. Their life outside of school was not
going okay, and I really wanted that classroom to
be a safe space. It was just trying to put them
first.”

She describes this as the first time in her life
when she fell flat on her face. The more she
willed her students to succeed, the further she
felt from the heart of the matter. Beyond algebra,
beyond seating charts, beyond best practices, she
discovered something greater at stake: goodness.
She didn’t need to try harder, she needed to be
steady, someone unwilling to follow the
misleading roller coaster of their emotions.
Therein lay the hidden potential.

First-year teachers, well-meaning but often naïve,
undergo a boot camp in adolescence. Short of
throwing out lesson plans, everything is in
question and teaching becomes a negotiation of
sorts. Songs, chants, traveling math stations, she
tried most anything to gain their trust and teach

T e a c h i n g ,  R o s e b u d  I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n



them math. In the end, one of her triumphs was
tapping into the teasing culture of the Lakota,
creating a connection with even the most
reluctant kids. That, and showing up every day.
Consistently. Undeterred. Audrey said, “Up to that
point, I don’t think I really knew what love was,
this active service every day to make it good for
them.”

Years later, she went to their high school
graduation. She was shocked to find out that
these students, whose outward behavior pointed
more to her failures than successes, were actually
very grateful for her class. Students commented
on how much they learned, how fun she made
class. The hidden impacts of her leadership
surprised her, reinforcing an idea that the good in
people just needs to be sought out, sometimes
patiently uncovered from layers of battle wounds.

Audrey said, “Fully committing but letting go of
the outcome. You don’t get to know how this all
plays out, but you can fully commit to keep
trying.”

Audrey invited Cedric to the Newman Center
which segued into their first life project together:
visit all 34 Catholic Churches in the Seattle area.
For two years, they made the rounds, grabbing
coffee or breakfast nearby, and somewhere along
the way they ended up falling for each other.

“He seemed to out-Catholic me from the
beginning,” she said. “I referenced Theology of the
Body by John Paul II and he went and read the
whole set of Theology of the Body lectures!” They
shared long conversations about morality and
finding beauty in suffering, transcendentalism,
Catholicism . . . and eventually marriage. Audrey
smiles as she reveals the legacy of conversions in
her family: her mother converted her father to
Catholicism, and her grandmother converted her
grandfather.

At the end of their two-year search, the couple
chose St. Benedict because of Father Bryan’s
commitment to community and gifted practical
application of the scriptures. After undergoing
marriage prep with Marti Lundberg and her
husband—the highlight of their engagement,
according to Audrey—the two were married by
Father Bryan in June 2018.

After finishing a three-year teaching contract in
South Dakota, Audrey moved to California to
finish her M.A. in Policy, Organization, and
Leadership Studies at Stanford University.  At 27,
she moved to Seattle, hoping to return to
teaching and applied for every job in the region.
“I’ve been so blessed by the things that have not
happened as planned,” she said. To her surprise,
she landed at Bellevue College as an academic
advisor. In this work, she found familiarity in the
complicated lives of people who need help
finding their way.

In true Seattleite form, she went hiking every
weekend with friends. In the summer of 2014,
Audrey met Cedric through mutual friends who
hiked and played weekly board games together.
As their friendship grew, it became apparent that
only one of them was Catholic.

CONVERSIONS ALL AROUND

W e d d i n g  D a y ,  S t .  J o s e p h  W e n a t c h e e



“There is an innocence in people that is always
constantly seeking human connection. That, to
me, says God is here. What is their potential? How
can I help them reach it? I see that as innocence
in a way. We talk about innocence in children, but
adults have innocence, too; it has just gone
through the washing machine of life.” She wipes
away tears. “I’m sorry, I’m rambling,” she said. But
she’s not. This rawness reveals the truth she’s
been getting at, a profound belief that the
untouched goodness in each of us waits for
others to see it. This is what she believes is worth
fighting for—in others, in herself, and in little
Bernadette.

B a p t i s m ,  S t .  B e n e d i c t  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h

What is true for many relationships is true for
them as well: couples complement one another
with opposite qualities. If one were to pick a side
between right versus kind, Audrey says Cedric
always chooses kind while she tends to choose
right. For her, the line between the two gets
muddled by justice. And though she fiercely
believes in outcomes, she appreciates the
encompassing attitude of leading with softness,
trusting that the integrity of your actions will
follow.  

To further balance this sweet nest, they adopted
two kittens, Toby and Puffin, from Seattle
Humane. But the final touch was most definitely
baby Bernadette, born in December 2020. Father
and daughter were baptized within six months of
each other, and Cedric was confirmed at St.
Benedict last spring.

THE DIGNITY OF BENDING

In all the telling, there is in Audrey a tender
openness that rises to the surface. Although a
self-proclaimed perfectionist who habitually leans
toward honesty in her relationships, she has an
incredible sense of the fragility underlying others’
motives, and even her own. While flexibility may
not come as first nature, she purposefully returns
to it again and again. Such ‘bending’ is referenced
in one of her favorite hymns:

Come back to me with all your heart

Don't let fear keep us apart

Trees do bend, though straight and tall

So must we to others' call  . . .

The wilderness will lead you

To the place where I will speak 

Integrity and justice 

With tenderness 

You shall know. 

(Gregory Norbet, 1972)
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Pastoral Coordinator
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Administrative Assistant
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School Principal
b.anderson@stbens.net
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Pastoral Assistant for Admin.
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Cathleen Hokoda, Maybelle Merritt, Angel Salangad,
Shirlee Haugen, Shawpei Loh, Ken Kerner, Ann Carey,
Carmen Gonzalez, Nora Taylor, Willie Kleffner, Easton
Brown, Eli Mahnken, Janice   Mosey, Eugene Haydu,
Xavier Schmitt, Ann Person, June Gill, Tom Weber,
Aidan Schellings, Rev. Steve Roman *Contact the Parish
Office to have a name added to this list. For privacy
reasons, the individual  must expressly give consent.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

WEBSITE
parish.stbens.net
FACEBOOK
facebook.com/stbensseattle
HOMILIES
parish.stbens.net/homily-recordings

Do you have a baby that you'd like to baptize? Are you
interested in joining the Church, getting confirmed, or
taking steps towards baptism? Are you looking to
prepare for marriage? Please contact Marti Lundberg
or visit parish.stbens.net > sacraments > baptism for
more info.

SACRAMENTS

STAY CONNECTED

CONTACT US
206.632.0843 parish@stbens.net

After-Hour Emergency 425.954.3434

STEWARDSHIP

 

Make donations, payments and
pledges via smartphone or
computer. Set up your gift today!

ONLINE GIVING
HELPS SUSTAIN
AND GROW OUR
PARISH

Click "Give Online" on our webpage
or download the app. 

Church ID: 1881

Give online (access OSV on
our homepage) without
registering! Simply choose
"Quick Give."

I t 's  not  too late  to  pick up
your r ice  bowl  at  Mass!



FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR LENT ON OUR WEBPAGE

Onsite event is open
to 10 people. 

Register in advance!



Kids' Liturgy with Heidi Witte
Y o u T u b e  C h a n n e l

COLOR THE GOSPEL

MISSION: Make some lemonade with

your family. Then add food coloring to

completely change the way it looks.

As you mix the ingredients together,

talk about how Jesus was completely

changed.

P U Z Z L E

CHILDREN'S CORNER

FIND THE MATCHING SHADOW

F A I T H
Find this button on our homepage:

A T  H O M E  W I T H  



SACRAMENTS

E V E N T S
Virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays, 8:30AM
ZOOM 899 6249 8541
PW: stbens
Sundays, 6PM
ZOOM 880 6280 9075
PW: 187302

Gospel Study
March 1, 7PM
ZOOM 894 8425 7473
PW: 2rzr1Y

Youth Confirmation
Program
March 7, 4PM
ZOOM

RCIA / Adult
Confirmation Class
March 7, 11:30AM
ZOOM

Baptism Class
February 28, 9AM
ZOOM

Stations of the Cross
March 5, 12PM
Onsite & Livestream

Book Study, 
With Burning Hearts
March 18, 5PM
ZOOM

Dialogue on 
Racial Justice
March 9, 7PM
ZOOM

Women's Ministry
March 2, 7 - 9PM
ZOOM
Discussing ch. 6 "Liturgy of the
Ordinary" by Tish Harrison Warren.
Bring an Irish prayer or limerick to
share! Contact: Deb Reilly
206.755.1751. Signup for Flocknotes'
Women's Ministry to receive meeting
link.

St. Benedict Book Club
March 4, 7PM
ZOOM 892 1263 7759
PW: CrossBones
Join us on the first Thursday of every
month! Next week, we'll discuss Cross
Bones by Kathy Reich. March reading
will  be The Delight of Being Ordinary
by Roland Merullo.



@stbenschool@St.Benedict.Seattle @St.Benedict.Seattle.Alumni

When:  Thursday, April 22 – Saturday, April 24
Thursday, April 22, 10AM Silent Auction + Dessert Dash
Saturday, April 24, 7PM Online Event Begins
 
Who:  Everyone is invited! 
 
Where:  In the comfort of your own home!

The St. Benedict School auction has always been made possible by the generous
donations of local businesses, school and parish families, and the greater
community. It is with YOUR donation that the Auction is our biggest fundraiser of
the year and we are excited to continue that tradition this year.

Would you like to support the St. Benedict Annual Auction?

• Visit the online auction and bid on a variety of great items. 
• Make a monetary donation
• Make a purchase from our Amazon Wish List
• Donate an item, gift cards, a weekend getaway to your cabin or lakeside home,  
 the possibilities are endless!
• Become an auction sponsor

Visit the St. Benedict Catholic School Auction Website for more information. 

Questions? Contact Penny Zimmer
p.ziemer@stbensnet
auction@stbens.net

SCHOOL NEWS

St. Benedict Catholic
School Auction News
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Monday, Weekday
Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday, Weekday
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday, Ash Wednesday

Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday, Thurs. after Ash Wed.
Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25

Friday, Fri. after Ash Wed.
Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15

Saturday, Sat. after Ash Wed.
Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32

Sunday, First Sun. of Lent
Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15

Go to our homepage and sign
up for the groups that you're
interested in. Scroll to the
bottom where you see this:

STAY U
P-TO

-D
ATE

In this phase of Safe Start Mass, we have two
indoor Sunday Masses for up to 67 people,
registration required. Sign up for Mass on our
homepage!

At St. Benedict, we have a variety of opportunities for you to attend Mass or have time
for prayer in the church in a safe manner. At the same time, please remember the
general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still in place. You
should not feel pressured to attend Mass. Further, our livestream option will remain in
place for the foreseeable future. 

Sunday, 10AM & 5PM
Wednesday, 7PM

LIVESTREAM MASS 

Wednesday, 5PM–7PM
ADORATION

Sunday, 4:15PM–4:45PM
CONFESSION

Sunday
10AM (Inside, Registration)

5PM (Inside, Registration)

Monday, 8AM (Inside, No Registration)

Wednesday, 7PM (Inside, Registration)

Thursday, 9AM (Inside, No Registration)

MASS ONSITE

ST. BENEDICT 
CURRENT OFFERINGS

Dispensation from Mass


