
 

 
 

 
 

The Catholic Community of  
St. Stanislaus Kostka celebrates  

Christmas 2018 



To all those who came to celebrate the birth of Christ at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
 

In our Advent preparations this year, we have tried to focus on the notion that we are getting ourselves 
ready not to celebrate a day but to welcome a person into our lives.  It is my hope that today you have 
found that person and that you have made your choice to start, or return to, following his way of living 
because of the one who was born today in that “little town of Bethlehem.”  Hopefully your experience 
here, today, has helped you make that choice.  
 
For several years now, we have put this bulletin together so that we could  
 wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and a blessed new year...  
 acknowledge the many gifts that we, as a parish, have shared with others to honor His birth...  
 and thank you for your generosity of time and treasure in making these gifts possible.  
 
We remind you too of the great gift of the program called FORMED.org which the diocese has given us 
to allow our families access to books, articles, movies, and activities and films for children that can 
nourish our faith and build on what we have learned in our religious education classes over the years.  
We hope that you have already tried this gift and found it helpful.  All you need to do is go to the website 
on your computer, tablet, or smart phone and enter the parish code 63VQRV.  Give it a try.   
 
As an update to our Renew + Rebuild Campaign, we have been working to coordinate and take care of 
all the preliminary requirements to begin our Parking Lot Project as soon as we can.  We have installed 
our water treatment system which allows us, after many years, to safely “drink the water from the tap.”  
We plan on having our new doors in place and more “user friendly” before Easter and to celebrate the 
second anniversary of our new sound system which was in place for last Christmas.  We are grateful for 
all who contributed to this campaign and have been so faithfully fulfilling their pledges.   
 
Like all families, the church has also experienced some not-so-pleasant memories in the last year.  This 
past year, we found out about allegations of the inappropriate actions of some of our clergy and church 
leaders.  We will be working, as a parish, to make sure that these things do not occur again, ever, and we 
will be arranging for some ways to help us all deal with the anger and frustration that we are feeling.  We 
make this pledge to you who deserve so much better.  
 
As we gather around the altar and our family tables today, to count our blessings and consider our plans 
for the coming year, let us join together to do what we know will really work:  to live Christmas each 
and every day... at home, at Church, at work, at school, and on the streets.  This is never an easy 
task, but the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem reminds us that he became like us, so that we could become 
like him... and he never looked for the easy way...  
 
May God bless us – everyone... 
 

Fr Jay 
 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please join us next weekend by celebrating  
The Feast of the Holy Family  

Saturday evening at 5:30pm and Sunday at 8:15am & 11:00am 
and next Tuesday, January 1  

The Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
at 8:15 and 11:00am...  



We Celebrate… 
Spring, 2018 was a joyful time. At our Easter Vigil we welcomed a new convert into the Church, and in the weeks that 
followed, 27 children received their First Communion and Bishop Walsh was here to confer the sacrament of 
Confirmation on 25 well prepared 9th graders.  
Throughout the year, we welcomed 6 infants into our faith family at their Baptism, witnessed the Marriage of one joy 
filled couple and remembered the lives of 11 parishioners who passed from this world.   
 

After a restful summer (which included a Golf Outing Fundraiser), we began celebrating in September with zeal:  
 Over 100 volunteers who share their time and talent were honored at our Annual Volunteer Dinner  
 Many came out to enjoy a delicious Pig Roast Fundraiser  
 The Faith Formation year began with a community-building Parish Picnic chock full of fun, games and activities 

for all ages  
 Monthly Fellowship following the 11:00 AM Mass continues 
 75 students and adults participated in our Annual Celebration of Life Walk in October 
 175 attended our feast day in November with a Mass celebrated by Msgr. Quinn followed by a Pot Luck Dinner    
 20 people attended the Annual Pallottine Teenage Federation Conference at Honors Haven in December  
 
                                                                                  We Teach… 
The FORMED website has proved to be a worthwhile gift to the parish by the Archdiocese!   
 Since last year, through FORMED, Opening the Word has been a weekly scripture study attended regularly by 25 

adults  
 40 people attended: Presence, the Mystery of the Eucharist in July  
 The 7th, 8th and 9th Grade (Confirmation) curriculum is supplemented with the YDisciple program  
 FORMED is also used as part of our First Communion Sacramental Preparation programs  
 
There are 104 families – 165 students in our Faith Formation Program – with 17 catechists and 6 aides 
supporting this ministry.  
 There are 5 children in our GIFT Programs (Growing in Faith Together) – with 1 catechist supporting these 

Ministries.   
 Our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – for little ones – has 1 Pre-K and 5 Kindergarten students  
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being celebrated monthly during the 11AM Mass  
 Our Bi-Annual Family Catechesis Program hosted 70 families equaling 247 people -  
  Spring 2018 – unfortunately had to be cancelled because of poor weather  
  Fall 2018 – “I Choose Joy!” based on the importance of choosing to serve the Lord with JOY   
 68 children were inspired by this year’s Vacation Bible School, Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus     
  This very popular activity cannot take place without the support of numerous adult and teen volunteers as well 

 as multiple donations by our parishioners.  
 During 2018 – Journey to Jerusalem (Lent) and ADVENTure with the Saints (Advent) were successful efforts to 

continue to teach our children the beauty of our faith during a fun interactive weekend day  
 

We Pray & Reflect… 
During 2018, a Men’s Prayer Group was successfully initiated – meeting every First Saturday of the month – and a 
Women’s Day of Prayer was held in September.  Each of these is helping to enhance the spiritual life of our parishioners.  
 Our parish is currently comprised of 1050 registered households.   
  We welcomed 32 new families who registered in 2018  
 82 Liturgical Ministers serving at our Masses.  
  22 Lectors, 22 Eucharistic Ministers, 14 Ushers and 17 Altar Servers.   
  The Adult Choir sings at the 5:30pm Mass and Folk Group sings at the 11:00am Mass.  
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on the First Friday of each month, after the 9 AM Mass.  
 Stations of the Cross are held on Friday evenings during Lent  
 50 teens, members of the Pallottine Teenage Federation (PTAF) and Confirmation candidates attend retreats and 

a prayer day.  25 9th Graders attended 2 overnight retreats – one being a 24-hour Fast.   
 28 2nd graders also attended a First Eucharist retreat day.  
 On October 4th, the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, we participated in a parish Holy Hour to pray for a “rebuilding 

of our Church.”  
 



We Share… 
Our  Parish Council working hard to serve our community  and is comprised of committees that work to enhance 
parish life, such as Liturgy, Social, Outreach, Finance, Education, and Buildings and Grounds.  
 
Once a month a group of retired parishioners gather and assemble over 100 sandwiches and large trays of pasta to be 
taken to the Lunch Box in the City of Poughkeepsie. These same individuals host a Mass followed by a hot luncheon 
for 30 disabled Catholics from all over Dutchess on the First Saturday of February.  
 
Our PTAF (Pallotine Teenage Federation) Teen Club has 35 members and 5 adult volunteers.  Once a month a group 
of teens prepare dinner and serve 60+ at the local Homeless Shelter.  In addition, they participate in helping to provide 
sandwiches and other small necessities to those served by the “Taking it to the Streets” initiative in Poughkeepsie, 
which is also well supported by the Parish in general. On Superbowl Sunday, our Teens collected spare change for the 
“Souper Bowl” and donated over $700 to our local homeless shelter.  Each year 15 + adults and teens from St Stan’s 
attend the annual March for Life in Washington, DC.  They assist at various parish activities wherever they may be 
needed, including Faith Formation classes, and have continued to support their “adopted” child, Alexis, from Africa. 
Great job, teens!    
 
For two weeks during the year, St. Stanislaus participates in “Feeding Our Neighbors”, the diocesan-wide food campaign 
to help provide hope and help to those less fortunate. In 2018 we concentrated on supplementing protein foods such 
as tuna and stews, peanut butter and healthier non-perishables to the Food Pantry.  This was very successful.  We look 
forward to a late January 2019 collection as well.   
 
30 parishioners volunteer once a month at the Pleasant Valley Ecumenical Food Pantry and many parishioners donate 
food which is delivered to the Pantry on a weekly basis.  
 
Over $1,800 was collected through the generosity of our parish families and donated to Good Counsel Home for unwed 
mothers via the annual Baby Bottle Coin Collection in October.   
 
Each October St. Stanislaus participates in the Dutchess Outreach Coat Drive, collecting an exceptional number of 
winter coats for those in need in Dutchess County.   
 
Each week 7-10 parishioners volunteer for two hours at the Lutheran Care Center.  They transport residents from their 
units to the Chapel, as well as assist Father as he celebrates Mass.  Annually, many parishioners donate gift items to 
the residents for their Christmas party.  
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry, dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, comprised of 12-15 ladies (and one man) knit and 
crochet shawls and lap blankets for those needing to be “wrapped in our Lady’s mantle of love.”  Last year over 40 
shawls and blankets were given for comfort. Never hesitate to call for someone you may feel would benefit from one. 
They are remarkably beautiful and truly made with prayer and love.  
 
Members of our Garden Club faithfully and tirelessly share their time and talent in beautifying our parish campus.  We 
are always looking for more help – especially now that those who have served for many years are no longer able to 
participate.  If you are  talented in this way and can take on a leadership role give a call to plan for Spring!  
 
Approximately 70 men are  members of the St. Stanislaus Chapter of the Knights of Columbus.  Some of their activities 
include running a Blood Drive twice a year.  The Knights have generously shared their time and talent with the Faith 
Formation Family Catechesis and Vacation Bible School Programs.  They are tireless in taking on the task of repairing 
and setting up the large outdoor Nativity and indoor tree.  The men have fundraised by Garage Sale, Fish Fry, and 
Pleasant Valley Days, to be able to generously donate monies for an annual scholarship to a graduating senior, as well 
as scholarships for parish youth to attend retreats and support vocations both in our parish as well as on a diocesan 
level.  This year they hosted a Golf Outing and Pig Roast to raise money for a charter bus to attend the 2019 March for 
Life in Washington, DC with the Teenage Federation. They also hosted a Palm Sunday breakfast to thank our 
parishioners for their endless generosity.  
 


