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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Dear “Sponsor-to-Be” 
 
You are receiving this note because you have been asked to be a Sponsor for Baptism 
or Confirmation either in this Parish or because you are a member of this Parish 
who has been asked to be a Sponsor in another Parish.   
 
As a Priest since 1973 and a Pastor since 1989, I have spoken with innumerable 
people who have asked me to recommend them to another Pastor or asked their 
Pastor to recommend them to me.  That is what this “Sponsor Form” is meant to be, 
that is a letter from one Pastor to another which recommends a person by saying 
not simply “this is a good person” but rather “this is a good person who lives a good 
Catholic life-style and will therefore also be a 'good mentor' for the person they are 
sponsoring”. 
 
Some years ago, a person who was a member of the AA program remarked that the 
Church seems to be looking for the same type of Sponsor that AA has found to be 
the only type of Sponsor able to support the Candidate, namely a person who is, 
themselves, a practicing member of the Program (or the Church in this case) 
who can teach the candidate how to live the life-style that they are now 
trying to live themselves by their example: that is be a true mentor. 
 
That is what we are asking of you with this explanation and form to be filled out by a 
Priest or Deacon from your Parish. There is always time to change, if change is 
necessary but not if you wait until the last minute to start to change. Our world-- 
and our Church-- truly needs you to be that type of mentor. Please sign this form 
below to indicate that you have seen it and then make arrangements at your Parish 
to get the form (on the back of this letter) filled out and returned to us. 
 
Thanking you for your cooperation and wishing you well at this difficult time I am 
most 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Father John Backes 
 
 
Signature of Potential Sponsor: _______________________________________ 
 

 
 



St. Stanislaus Kostka Church 
1590 Main Street / P.O. Box 558 

Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 
(845)635-1700 

Fax (845)635-8675 
 
 

Congratulations on your being asked to be a Godparent (Sponsor) for the Sacrament of 
Baptism (Confirmation)!  In accepting this offer, you are also accepting the responsibility 
of being a model of Catholic living for your Godchild (Confirmation candidate), who will 
look to you for guidance and support.  In order to accept this responsibility, there are 
certain requirements of Canon Law, which you must fulfill.  So as to assure that these 
requirements are met and to help you better understand your role, we kindly ask you to 
complete this form and present it to the parish where the Baptism (Confirmation) will 
occur. 
 
I, _________________________________, have been asked to be a Godparent / Sponsor 
      (Name of Godparent/Sponsor) 
 
for ________________________________, in the Sacrament of Baptism / Confirmation. 
 

 
I am a registered parishioner at __________________________________ Church. 
                                                                      (Name of Parish) 
 

I affirm before God that: 
* I am at least 14 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Baptism, Holy 
Communion and Confirmation in the Catholic Church. 
* I attend Mass every Sunday and Holyday of Obligation, or promise to do so 
from hereon in.  
*If married, I was married by a priest or deacon in the Catholic Church.  
* I do not deliberately practice any behavior which is contrary to the teachings of 
the Catholic Church. 
* I will strive to be a good Catholic role model for my Godchild (Confirmation 
Candidate) 

 
I understand and accept the responsibility I undertake as a Godparent (Sponsor), and I 
promise to be a support and example in his/her efforts to live a Catholic life that reflects 
the spirit and teaching of the Catholic Church, and I am prepared to assist the parents in 
their Christian duty by my support, encouragement, and prayer. 
 

___________________________________________ 
Signature of Godparent / Sponsor   

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, this person is capable of assuming the duties 
and responsibilities of the role of Godparent (Sponsor). 
 
 
________________________               ________________________________________ 
Date                                                              Signature of Priest/Deacon 
 

CHURCH SEAL 


