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Faith Formation (253) 631-6175

13055 SE 192nd Street Renton, WA 98058
www.ststephenslife.com

See a listing of Parish Staff on the back inside

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM *
Sunday 8:30,11:00 AM *
Reconciliation: Friday at 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Eucharistic Adoration See Calendar pg 2
*Requires registration. See page 2

Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021



                             He made a whip out of cords...
 Gentle Jesus, what are you doing? This anger is unlike you. Sure, we should change our attitudes, but why flip our
moneychanger tables? That will upset everything. We have a way of doing things here on earth that keeps the peace and
stability of society. Messing with the money is going too far…Or is it?
 Jesus takes no prisoners at the temple. The temple belongs to His Father and Jesus is a jealous God. He defends the
need and the right to pray. So should we, both corporately in our churches as well as individually within our souls. There is
a battle for both these days, and the outcome depends upon our response. While Jesus is always there to support the cleansing of His Church,
He also allows losses that can be definitive. One example of this is the Church in Turkey.
 If you visit some of the Holy sites in Turkey where the Church used to be strong, Antioch for example, the Church is hanging by a thread.
When I visited Turkey as a seminarian, we went to Antioch where the word "Christian" was first used to describe the followers of Christ.

And they conversed there in the church a whole year;
And they taught a great multitude,

So that at Antioch the disciples were first named Christians.
Acts 11:26

One would expect such a prominent Church to continue to grow over time, but that's not
the case. Today it is illegal to evangelize in Turkey. Many church buildings are
abandoned or turned into mosques. Recently, the second largest church in the world,
Hagia Sophia, built in 537AD, converted into a mosque in 1453, then into a museum in
1931, has begun Muslim worship once again. The beautiful and ancient Christian icons
have been obscured.
 Secularism in our own country has tried to obscure the face of Christ and drive Him
from the public square of society. He stands firm, though, in the faith of believers and the
Sacraments of our Church. Lent is a perfect time to renew our fidelity to Christ and
cleanse our temples, body and soul. Have you been faithful to your resolutions? Now is
the time to recommit.

Patris Corde

I enjoyed reading our Holy Father Francis' letter on St. Joseph, With a Father's Heart. In it, Pope Francis shares aspects of St. Joseph
that can help us follow in his footsteps. Joseph was "at the service of the entire plan of salvation." The Pope writes:

Only tender love will save us from the snares of the accuser (cf. Rev 12:10). That is why it is so important to encounter God's mercy,
especially in the sacrament of Reconciliation, where we experience his truth and tenderness...

During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at the school of Joseph to do the will of the Father.
Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally...The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but accepts...He did not

look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.
From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the

sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor.
The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural, and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value,

the importance, and necessity of work for bringing about a new "normal" from which no one is excluded.
Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of one's life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly love...The logic of love is

always the logic of freedom, and Joseph knew how to love with extraordinary freedom...Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in
self-gift.

Our Holy Father closes by asking "...Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

In you Mary placed her trust;
With you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us, too,

Show yourself a father
And guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
And defend us from every evil. Amen.”

Words from Fr. Ed



Monday
10:00 – 11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)
6:30p - 7:15p Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed

Tuesday
6:30p - 7:15p Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
7:30p - 9:00p 40 Days for Life Kick-Off

 Wednesday
6:30p - 7:15p  Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
4:00p – 5:45p  Food Bank (Drive by only)

Thursday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist

Friday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
10:00 –11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)

Saturday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
5:00p - 6:00p Vigil Mass (Reservation Required)

Sunday
8:30a – 9:30a Mass (Reservation Required) (Live-streamed)
11:00 – 12:00p Mass (Reservation Required)

When Visiting Our Church
Please be aware that masks are always required and the chapel is
limited to 10 people at one time. Also, some areas may be closed or
noisy on occasion for maintenance work. Reminder: the parish phone
is answered from 9 AM - 5 PM, Monday through Friday.
Open Church Hours
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

Please Register to Attend Weekend Mass
Our weekend Masses require registration via a simple, online
form. The form shows the number of spaces available for each
liturgy and allow you to select your preferred Mass time.
Registration is on a first come, first served basis. Links to the
registration forms are published in advance of their activation via
Flocknote and the parish website at https://ststephenslife.com/.
Those without internet access can register by calling Betty
Mencke at 253-631-1940. Daily Masses no longer require
registration.

Parish
Communication
With Flocknote!
Parish members are invited to sign up to receive news, reminders,
special announcements, etc. by subscribing to one or more lists,
specific to your interests. Each member gets to choose their own
preferred mode of receiving messages such as email, text
message, social networking sites etc. To get started use the easy
direct link on the front page of our parish website
www.ststephenslife.com. Choose any or all of our ministries you’d
like to hear from!

St. Stephen the Martyr is Open
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

We have fully reopened our Adoration program in the chapel and the
church. Check out the Adoration sign-up table by the chapel doors. All
this is being done with "best practices"; which means physical distance/
hand washing/face masks. We ARE able to provide the Sacraments of
Anointing, Confession and Holy Communion whenever possible. Call
the office at 253-631-1940 ext 100 for information on how to access
Sacraments.
Parish Offices are closed for now, but accepting phone calls 9:00 AM
- 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. We are available for you, so don't
hesitate to call! Staff are working from home most of the week, but will
be checking emails and phone calls left on their office phones.
If you have trouble reaching staff call the main office number and Betty
will help you to get in touch with that staff person. We love you, are
praying for you and miss you, - Fr Ed

To Our Parish:   Budget   Actual Difference
Last Weekend   $24,663           $18,078             -$6,585
Fiscal Year to Date    $1,027,776         $880,865         -$146,911

Parish Stewardship Giving    February 13 & 14, 2021

Our Other Giving:
Maintenance Reserve         $315
Catholic Home Missions     $1,561
Christian Social Action       $970

Please Continue Your Financial Support
The suspension of public Masses will seriously impact our weekly col-
lection. Like most parishes, 90% of our revenue comes from the gener-
ous support of our faith community. This generosity supports the many
ministries of the church as well as maintenance of the building and
grounds, utilities, insurance, and payroll. Please remember our parish in
your prayers and by making your regular donation. You may donate
through the mail or Consider signing up for electronic giving through
the “Donate Online” link on our parish website www.ststephenslife.com
.

Do You Receive the
Weekly Parish Update?
Receive the latest and most time-
sensitive news from St Stephens
directly on your computer or
phone! Simply sign-up with
Flocknote (see below) and you’ll
be in the know with upcoming
events, changes in scheduling and
other important details. All parish
Flocknote subscribers receive the
St Stephens Update!

Stewardship Prayer - Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the
many blessings in our lives and pray that during this time of Steward-
ship Commitment Renewal you would inspire the hearts of your faithful
to return to you a proper portion of their many gifts. May we all grow in
wisdom, gratitude and generosity so that your Church might flourish
here in Western Washington. We ask this in the Holy Name of Jesus.
Amen



Faith Formation Programs
Registration for the 2021-2022 school
year is underway! The Mon/ Wed/Fri  3's
& 4's class is already full but there are still
openings in the Tuesday/Thursday 3's class
and the Monday-Thursday Pre-K class.
Pick up a form in the kiosk by the windows
near the parish office and send to:

Abbie Nelson, Little Saints Preschool, St. Stephen the Martyr, 13055
SE 192nd St. Renton, WA  98058 or sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com. We
anticipate being back to our full schedule beginning in September!  If
you have any questions, email Abbie at sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com.

2020-21 (K – 12) Programs are Underway!
If you haven’t yet registered, everything you need is on our website at:
https://ststephenslife.com/fall-2020-registration-children-and-teens.
K-5th Grade Programs have started; you can still join if you register
soon.  6th-12th Grade Programs started early January.  1st
Graders need class this year if they want to receive First Eucharist in
2nd Grade.  Parents, please contact us if you have questions or need
assistance. We want to help!  Contact us at (253) 631-6175, ext. 115,
or email sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com.

Gabriel Angels & PREPARES Companions Appreciate Your Support
Your continuing generosity makes it possible for all our babies and toddlers to have dry bottoms.  Gift Cards are in
great need for gas as Moms and Dads search for jobs and connect to needed services. In-Person & Zoom Training
for NEW VOLUNTEERS is coming in March. Contact Roberta at robertajorgensen@comcast.net and/or Kathleen at
253-653-6074 or psj1350@comcast.net for more information.

Grief Ministry
If you are grieving the death of a loved one, come find strength and compassion with the St. Stephen’s Virtual Grief
Support Group on Sunday, March 21st from 1:00-2:30 pm.  Our topic will be “Pain, Pain Go Away”.  For more
information and to register, please contact Sharon Rasmussen at srasmussen910@yahoo.com.  “God comforts us in
all our troubles so that we will be able to comfort others.”  2 Corinthians 1, 4

If You Desire to Prepare
for Marriage at St.
Stephen the Martyr in
Spring or Summer 2021:
Marriage Preparation Classes
are scheduled in the St.
Stephen the Martyr social hall
- in person.  Classes are

Monday evenings from 6:30 - 9:30 pm beginning February 22 until
March 22, 2021. Please contact the Pastoral Assistant for Marriage,
Teresa Wright at sstm.baptism@gmail.com by February 22, 2021 to
enroll in class.

Parents: Please remember to
sign-up for Flocknote so you can
get program and parish news, as
well as emergency updates! To
sign up for Flocknote, go to the first
page of our website:
ststephenslife.com. Look at the
dark green section on the left side
of the page.

Our baptism classes are currently on hold. Please contact Teresa Wright at sstm.baptism@gmail.com for an
alternative format. She will send information on how to complete the classwork as well as forms to complete and
documents you must provide. Once you have completed preparation your family will be put on our waiting list.
We regret that we cannot guarantee when we will be able to schedule your child's baptism. Thank you for your
kind patience.

Photo by Sandy Millar on Unsplash

Weekly Readings
March 7   Third Sunday of Lent
Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
March 8   Monday of the Third Week of Lent
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4; Lk 4:24-30
March 9   Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35
March 10   Wednesday of the Third Week of Lent
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19

March 11   Thursday of the Third Week of Lent
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23
March 12   Friday of the Third Week of Lent
Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34
March 13   Saturday of the Third Week of Lent
Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14
March 14   Fourth Sunday of Lent
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-6; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21



Special Screening of Pray: The Motion Picture at St. Stephen the Martyr
Mark your calendar now to attend a screening of the inspiring true story of Patrick Peyton, who immigrated to America,

experienced hardships, a calling to priesthood and healing through the miraculous power of prayer. This moving documentary
tells the story of a tireless missionary, an unlikely hero, and one of history’s greatest advocates for family prayer.

Watch for additional screening details in next weeks bulletin and Update!

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
1:00 and 7:00 PM



Praying for Priests
Seven Sisters Apostolate: We are seven sisters led by one Anchoress who commit to
praying one hour a week exclusively for the intention of a specific Priest/Bishop/ Deacon.
To join a Seven Sister group here at St. Stephens, contact Diem Hallaq at
diemhq75@gmail.com or (206) 751-6643.
Fasting Brothers: Are you willing to put yourself on the line physically and spiritually for
your priest by committing to fasting one day a week and offering the fast solely for the
intentions of your priest? To join a Fasting Brother group here at St. Stephens, contact
Brian Hallaq at diemhq75@gmail.com or (206) 751-6643.

Food Bank News We. the volunteers, from the Food Bank, would like to request the
following items: Bread, Peanut Butter, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Spam, Coffee and hot
chocolate.  (Dollar Tree carries Pancake Mix and syrup for a $1 each, best value we have
found.) Thank you! Your generous donations are serving many people. Recently we
mentioned the record of 31 families in one day, now that is happening more frequently.
Serving on the average 80 families  a week is getting to be a lot of work. We hardly get
the food put away that you donate, then prepare the food bags for the clients, and then
our shelves are bare again. It is getting to be quite a cycle. Once again thank you, we
couldn't do it without you.  It is a great team effort

Adoration at St Stephen’s
All Saints Adoration Ministry is back in business. We have grown to 97 hours per week,
with 90 adorers committed to be with Jesus for an hour or more. Thank you everyone.
Are YOU hearing Jesus calling to visit Him and adore Him exposed in the chapel? See
the table outside the chapel doors and sign up for an hour of your choice or just come for
a visit. Jesus is waiting for you, to listen to you and to love you infinitely. Questions?
contact Bernie 206-427-6085 or Tina 206-715-8462.

Please join the Girlfriends at our upcoming events!
All women (age 18+) are invited! The Lit & Lattes group is meeting virtually via Zoom.
The next virtual gathering will be Tuesday, March 9th at 7 pm discuss- Educated by Tara
Westover. New members are welcome to join in the Zoom call! Please contact Vicki at
vkennerud@comcast.net to RSVP or for any questions.

Got Old Wax Candles?
We are beginning a wax recycling program. Recycled candle wax will be turned into new
candles to be given away for a donation. The donated funds will buy wax (51% beeswax)
to make candles for the altars in the church and chapel. So drop off your wax
contributions in the big blue tote next to the food bank baskets (also used for old cell
phones and inkjet cartridges) in the narthex. You can also give your old wax candles
directly to me, Bernie Wittgens (206-427-6085). Thank you.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross return on Friday nights, February 19 - March 26, at 7:00 PM in the
church. Live music begins at 6:45 PM. To avoid crowding around the stations participants
will be asked to remain in their pews for the duration of the prayer.
On March 19 Stations of the Cross will be followed by a holy hour especially designed for
teens. Other parishioners who would like to stay for the holy hour are welcome to remain
in the church.

Missionary Update
Deacon Aiden Ndawula is another seminarian to be ordained March 19th, sponsored by
a St. Stephen's parishioner. He is one of 11 children, 10 of whom survived to adulthood.
Unlike most of the seminarians sponsored by our parish, Deacon attended seminary in
the western part of Uganda, rather than in Kampala. He did his pastoral year under the
supervision of Fr. Gerald, with whom he is pictured here. Please keep Deacon Aiden in
your prayers, along with Deacon Martin Stewart Kibiage and Emmanual Kayongo, as
their ordinations approach



New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com or emailing us at
WelcomeStStephens@gmail.com. Registration forms are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in.
Parish Office Hours: Most weeks, Monday - Friday, 9 AM - Noon and 1-5 PM. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM on the Friday
a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish are welcome,
however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration
are required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults to become Catholic & be baptized. Contact Anne Merklin 253-631-1940 ext 126.
sstmassociate@gmail.com

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943
Pastor Fr. Edward G. White To contact Fr. Ed please contact his assistant, Betty Mencke
Parochial Vicar Fr. Dominic Chikankheni
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo      sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Dir of Parish Operations Tom Jones      sstm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin    ext 126 sstmassociate@gmail.com Pastoral
Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson    ext 127 darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke    ext 100 bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart    ext 102 sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker    ext 106 mariheutmaker@gmail.com
PA Administration/Bookkeeper Eric Miller    ext 101 sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson    ext.129 sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles     ext 114 ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist     ext 113 sstm.youth@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg     etc 121 billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright    ext 120 sstm.baptism@gmail.com Preschool
Director  Abbie Nelson    ext 123 sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo 253-631-6175 (ext 115) sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
Child Care Nursery Liese Diachenko      StStephensChildCare@gmail.com.
St Stephen Housing Association   253-638-9798 office@ststephenhousing.org SVDP
Help-Line    206-767-6449
Custodial Support Brian Guenther, Soo Kim     briang.sstm@gmail.com

Praying For Sick
Marie Peacock Albers, Nela Pacleb, Irene Bauman, JoAnna Bailey, Jim Dougherty, Brian W. French, Lydia Franada, Chad Horky, Mary Byersdorf, Leila

Abada, Kelley Chazes, April Sedall, Nicole Paulsen, Shelby Talley, Christina Rafferty, Antonio San, Nicolas Nenita, San Nicolas, Rolf Ju,
Emelita Joyosa, Leonora Bernabe, Roselyn Corpuz, James Vaccaro, Marlene Hill, Teresa Wright, Precilla Del Rosario, Yvonne (Dawn) Kunkle,

Jesse Boyovich, Jan Sykes, Phyllis Beaver, Joel Rivera, Julie Fernandez, Saksithan Hak, Lan Buck, Joshua Hecox, Rose Herlya, Manny Gutierrez, JJ
Conavad, Adam Bynum, Xavier Mascaren, Ester Hansen, Jesusa Cadalina, Henry de Guzman, Nicomedes Rodriguez, Molly Dinsmore, Baby Nyhla

Wallace, Angelina Rivera, Alexander, Charito Rubis Galindo, Diachenko, Art Condes, Leticia Dela Cruz Reyes, Douk Ko, Nick Montecalvo, Joe Buss,
Bernadette DeMarc, Jim Steckler, Christina Nguyen and Thanh-Huyen Pham, Remedios Perez, Angelito de Leon, Felix Tarnate Jr, Alex Llaneza

Serving in the Military
Major Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,

Zenaida Roth, Sydney Munn, Daniel Dobbs Japan
Deaths

Molly Douglas, Jerry Mayer, Amparo Lopez, Rodney MaxieJohn McEnroe, Ely Castro, Marie Anderson, Mother of Carol Williams, Bill Pie’ Sr.,
Wayne Delahanty, Ben Castillo, Rolando Valdez, Adrian Abada, Thelma Varona

To add names to the box. please e-mail ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion Project Rachel is offering a new virtual healing program via ZOOM in
response to the cancellation of regular healing retreats during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are hurting from the results of
an abortion, come and find healing and God’s loving grace “My burden is lifted and my heart feels life in it again. My promise

to God is to never walk this road of brokenness again.” - Testimonial     Call Julie 206-920-6413, JulieE@ccsww.org
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services                                                  You are loved with an everlasting love!




