
Parish Office (253) 631-1940
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See a listing of Parish Staff on the back inside

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM *
Sunday 8:30,11:00 AM *
Reconciliation: Friday at 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Eucharistic Adoration See Calendar pg 2
*Requires registration. See page 2

Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 21, 2021



                        ...I will draw everyone to myself.

 Jesus is drawing us to Himself. Are we cooperating with this draw, this Divine magnetism? Each and every day, really
every moment, the Holy Spirit is attempting to lead us deeper into the Father's love. To surrender to such love, we need to
be aware of the forces both within ourselves as well as outside of ourselves that would lead us away from the orbit of God.
 Lent is a special time to assess the influence the flesh, the world, and the devil have on my life. Fr. Bill Watson's Examen Prayer is a
perfect tool to help me grow in the habit of reading my spiritual life, both in its healthy and consoling aspects, as well as the destructive and
desolating aspects. If we condensed his 40 Weeks program down to 5 words they would be:

CREATION - PRESENCE - MEMORY - MERCY - ETERNITY
Fifteen minutes a day with these words and the spontaneous prayer they inspire will change your life. Please consider this prayer tool as we fast
approach the Passion of Our Lord and Holy Week.

Vaccines?
Bishop Mueggenborg has written a letter in the Northwest Catholic to clarify the Church's position on vaccines. I include some excerpts here:
To expedite the return to normal life through so-called “herd immunity,” we are encouraged to vaccinate. There are ethical, medical, and moral
ramifications to both sides of that decision.
What are the ethical and moral concerns about vaccines?
Cells from two fetuses aborted more than 40 years ago have sometimes been used in the design, development, testing or production phases of
various vaccines over the years. This is a morally repugnant and scientifically unnecessary practice. Every Catholic has the duty to protest this
practice and request the ethical design, development, and production of vaccines.

Knowing all this, are vaccines morally acceptable for Catholics?
Yes. The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith has said that “when ethically irreproachable COVID-19 vaccines are not available … it
is morally acceptable to receive COVID-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research and production process.” In
the context of the grave danger posed by the pandemic, the CDF adds, “all vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used
in good conscience with the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion from which
the cells used in production of the vaccines derive.”

Then is it a sin not to receive the vaccine?
Not necessarily. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith notes that vaccination must be voluntary. A Catholic can, in good conscience,
elect not to receive a vaccine. At the same time, as I mentioned at the outset, there are a growing number of deaths from the COVID-19
pandemic, either directly from the virus or from associated consequences like reduced access to medical care, loss of work, suicide, and
domestic violence.
(Find the rest of his article here - https://nwcatholic.org/voices/daniel-mueggenborg/what-does-the-church-really-think-about-the-covid-19-
vaccines)
At the same time, note that Bishop Mueggenborg says that it is a duty to protest the ethical issue with these vaccines. Here is a sample letter
from the National Catholic Bioethics Center with addresses following:

Dear
I am (or We are) writing to thank you for the outstanding work __________ (company) has done in vaccine research and development. I, along
with millions of Americans, appreciate and support your ongoing efforts to develop effective, safe and widely available vaccines against serious,
potentially fatal, infectious diseases.
However, I — along with many Americans — must also strenuously object to the unethical and unnecessary use of tissue, cells, or cell lines
derived from voluntary abortions or human embryos in vaccine design, development, or production.
While many will consent to receiving such morally tainted vaccines for the common good, we do so under duress due to their association with
the exploitation of innocent human life, no matter how remote.
As a nation, we must all work to restore the fundamental principle that the dignity of every human life must be defended from its inception to
natural death. This duty is particularly significant for the pharmaceutical industry, whose mission is to safeguard life and health without
compromising fundamental ethical standards.
I implore you to work expeditiously toward the goal of developing safe and effective vaccines for the welfare of all without human exploitation,
and thereby avoid placing anyone in the position of having to choose between being vaccinated against a serious disease or violating his or her
conscience.

Words from Fr. Ed
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Monday
10:00 – 11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)
6:30p - 7:15p Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed

Tuesday
6:30p - 7:15p Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
7:30p - 9:00p 40 Days for Life Kick-Off

 Wednesday
6:30p - 7:15p  Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
4:00p – 5:45p  Food Bank (Drive by only)

Thursday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist

Friday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
10:00 –11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)

Saturday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass (Reservation Required) Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
5:00p - 6:00p Vigil Mass (Reservation Required)

Sunday
8:30a – 9:30a Mass (Reservation Required) (Live-streamed)
11:00 – 12:00p Mass (Reservation Required)

When Visiting Our Church
Please be aware that masks are always required and the chapel is
limited to 10 people at one time. Also, some areas may be closed or
noisy on occasion for maintenance work. Reminder: the parish phone
is answered from 9 AM - 5 PM, Monday through Friday.
Open Church Hours
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

Please Register to Attend Weekend Mass
Our weekend Masses require registration via a simple, online
form. The form shows the number of spaces available for each
liturgy and allow you to select your preferred Mass time.
Registration is on a first come, first served basis. Links to the
registration forms are published in advance of their activation via
Flocknote and the parish website at https://ststephenslife.com/.
Those without internet access can register by calling Betty
Mencke at 253-631-1940.

To Our Parish:   Budget   Actual Difference
Last Weekend   $25,069           $29,000               $3,931
Fiscal Year to Date    $1,114,548         $964,187         -$150,361

Parish Stewardship Giving    February 27 & 28, 2021

Our Other Giving:
Maintenance Reserve        $1,194
Christian Social Action     $1,540

Please Continue Your Financial Support
The suspension of public Masses will seriously impact our weekly
collection. Like most parishes, 90% of our revenue comes from the
generous support of our faith community. This generosity supports
the many ministries of the church as well as maintenance of the
building and grounds, utilities, insurance, and payroll. Please
remember our parish in your prayers and by making your regular
donation. You may donate through the mail or Consider signing up
for electronic giving through the “Donate Online” link on our parish
website www.ststephenslife.com
.

Help Wanted Experienced Full Charge Bookkeeper, 20 – 25
Hours per Week. Saint Stephen the Martyr is looking for a faith-
filled, enthusiastic, collaborative, detailed orientated, and experien-
ced Full Charge part-time Bookkeeper that will contribute to our
parish vision of “Sharing the Transforming Light of Christ and leads
a life consistent with Catholic social and moral teaching.  Duties
include a/r, a/p, bi-weekly payroll, preparing financial
statements for pastor and finance council, and light human
resource paperwork. Accounting software, Excel, and Word
experience required and PDS knowledge a plus. The successful
candidate will have strong relational, collaborative, verbal, and
written communication skills. Training on processes and
systems available from the current pastoral assistant for
administration. Competitive pay, DOE. Submit inquiries to Eric
Miller, PAA, at sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com

Continued from previous page Words with Fr Ed
(Bishop Mueggenborg’s article)

Contact Resources and Links:
Pfizer: https://www.pfizer.com/contact/email?inquiry=General+Comp
any+Information
Angela Hwang, President
Pfizer Biopharmaceuticals
235 East 42nd Street
New York, NY 10017
Moderna via email:
IR@modernatx.com
Colleen.Hussey@modernatx.com
Lavina.Talukdar@modernatx.com
Stephen Hoge, MD, President
Moderna Global Headquarters
200 Technology Square
Cambridge, MA 02139

More problematic:

AstraZeneca: https://www.astrazeneca-us.com/contact-us/product-
information.html

Johnson and Johnson: https://www.ccc-
consumercarecenter.com/UCUConfiguration?id=a0758000004NIaL

This brief article does not pretend to exhaust the moral, medical, and
personal dimensions of the vaccine question. Given the
experimental nature of the vaccine, there are questions about its
safety. I personally fall into a more highly allergic category that has
been cautioned in places not to risk the vaccine. Through all of this I
encourage people of good will to turn to God, the source of creation
and good health. He will guide us through this crisis if we are willing.



Faith Formation Programs
Registration for the 2021-2022 school
year is underway! The Mon/ Wed/Fri  3's
& 4's class is already full but there are still
openings in the Tuesday/Thursday 3's class
and the Monday-Thursday Pre-K class.
Pick up a form in the kiosk by the windows
near the parish office and send to:

Abbie Nelson, Little Saints Preschool, St. Stephen the Martyr, 13055
SE 192nd St. Renton, WA  98058 or sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com. We
anticipate being back to our full schedule beginning in September!  If
you have any questions, email Abbie at sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com.

2020-21 (K – 12) Programs are Underway!
If you haven’t yet registered, everything you need is on our website at:
https://ststephenslife.com/fall-2020-registration-children-and-teens.
K-5th Grade Programs have started; you can still join if you register
soon.  6th-12th Grade Programs started early January.  1st
Graders need class this year if they want to receive First Eucharist in
2nd Grade.  Parents, please contact us if you have questions or need
assistance. We want to help!  Contact us at (253) 631-6175, ext. 115,
or email sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com.

Gabriel Angels & PREPARES Companions Training
Gabriel Angel-PREPARES Companion Training will be directed by Lisa Cassino from the South Sound Catholic
Community Services office of PREPARES on Saturday, March 27th from 9:30am to 12:30pm in classrooms #128-
129. With Covid restrictions, space is limited. A zoom option will be available. Reservations to attend are required to
guarantee supplies and space.  Please contact co-chair Kathleen Tansey at 253-653-6074.

Grief Ministry
If you are grieving the death of a loved one, come find strength and compassion with the St. Stephen’s Virtual Grief
Support Group on Sunday, March 21st from 1:00-2:30 pm.  Our topic will be “Pain, Pain Go Away”.  For more
information and to register, please contact Sharon Rasmussen at srasmussen910@yahoo.com.  “God comforts us in
all our troubles so that we will be able to comfort others.”  2 Corinthians 1, 4

Holy Week 72 Hour Rosary The angels rejoice, The Blessed Mother find joy, and the Blessed Trinity delights in us
praying the rosary. Please join St. Stephen The Martyr Parish in praying the Holy Week 72 Hour Rosary. We will pray
one continuous rosary beginning at 5pm on Palm Sunday, and pray through 5pm Wednesday of Holy Week. Look for
the sign-up board in the Narthex. Parishioners are encouraged to sign up every 15 minutes on the quarter hour. We
are praying that our Lord’s abundant graces will flow where needed. Not coming in but want to sign-up? Email Tina
Nold at Tinapatelnold@gmail.com or Deacon Carl Chilo at sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com.

St. Stephen Housing - Many thanks to all those who supported St. Stephen Housing Association this past year with
financial donations, household donations, volunteering, attending the February fundraiser, donating during GiveBig,
Christmas Adopt-a-Family and Giving Tree support, voting for the BECU award, See's Candy purchases and prayers!
We are grateful for the amazing generosity of SSTM parish and thankful to be part of your family!

If You Desire to Prepare
for Marriage at St.
Stephen the Martyr in
Spring or Summer 2021:
Marriage Preparation Classes
are scheduled in the St.
Stephen the Martyr social hall
- in person.  Classes are

Monday evenings from 6:30 - 9:30 pm beginning February 22 until
March 22, 2021. Please contact the Pastoral Assistant for Marriage,
Teresa Wright at sstm.baptism@gmail.com by February 22, 2021 to
enroll in class.

Parents: Please remember to
sign-up for Flocknote so you can
get program and parish news, as
well as emergency updates! To
sign up for Flocknote, go to the first
page of our website:
ststephenslife.com. Look at the
dark green section on the left side
of the page.

Our baptism classes are currently on hold. Please contact Teresa Wright at sstm.baptism@gmail.com for an
alternative format. She will send information on how to complete the classwork as well as forms to complete and
documents you must provide. Once you have completed preparation your family will be put on our waiting list.
We regret that we cannot guarantee when we will be able to schedule your child's baptism. Thank you for your
kind patience.

Photo by Sandy Millar on Unsplash

Photo by James Coleman on Unsplash

mailto:Tinapatelnold@gmail.com


Two Screenings of Pray: The Motion Picture at St. Stephen the Martyr
Register to attend a screening of the inspiring true story of Patrick Peyton, who immigrated to America, experienced hardships, a calling to

priesthood and healing through the miraculous power of prayer. This moving documentary tells the story of a tireless missionary, an unlikely
hero, and one of history’s greatest advocates for family prayer. Join us in praying a decade of the Rosary following the movie!.

1:00 PM Showing will be in the Social Hall:  Great way for Families to see the movie together!  Singles and Couples welcome, too! Bring
your own snacks and bottled water. Eat while you are seated and watching the Movie! Bottled Water will also be available for a small donation.

7:00 PM Showing will be in the CHURCH: All are Welcome!  NO Snacks or drinks.

Registration required for both screenings at  https://ststephens.flocknote.com/signup/46136

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
1:00 and 7:00 PM



Praying for Priests
Seven Sisters Apostolate: We are seven sisters led by one Anchoress who commit to
praying one hour a week exclusively for the intention of a specific Priest/Bishop/ Deacon. To
join a Seven Sister group here at St. Stephens, contact Diem Hallaq at
diemhq75@gmail.com or (206) 751-6643.
Fasting Brothers: Are you willing to put yourself on the line physically and spiritually for your
priest by committing to fasting one day a week and offering the fast solely for the intentions of
your priest? To join a Fasting Brother group here at St. Stephens, contact Brian Hallaq at
diemhq75@gmail.com or (206) 751-6643.

Food Bank News We, the volunteers, from the Food Bank, would like to request the
following items: Bread, Peanut Butter, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Spam, Coffee and hot
chocolate.  (Dollar Tree carries Pancake Mix and syrup for a $1 each, best value we have
found.) Thank you! Your generous donations are serving many people. We are frequently.
serving an average of 80 families a week which is getting tobe quite a challenge! We hardly
get the food put away that you donate, then prepare the food bags for the clients, and then
our shelves are bare again. It is getting to be quite a cycle. Once again thank you, we
couldn't do it without you.  It is a great team effort

Adoration at St Stephen’s - All Saints Adoration Ministry is back in business. We have
grown to 97 hours per week, with 90 adorers committed to be with Jesus for an hour or more.
Thank you everyone.  Are YOU hearing Jesus calling to visit Him and adore Him exposed in
the chapel? See the table outside the chapel doors and sign up for an hour of your choice or
just come for a visit. Jesus is waiting for you, to listen to you and to love you infinitely.
Questions? contact Bernie 206-427-6085 or Tina 206-715-8462.

Wednesday, March 31 - 7:30 PM  (RR, LS)
Special Event: The 7 Last Words of Christ (follows 6:30 PM Mass)
Eucharistic Adoration with scripture readings, live music, and reflection

Thursday, April 1 - 7:00 PM (RR, LS)
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord's Supper

Friday, April 2  - 3:00 PM
Good Friday: The Passion of the Lord
with Holy Communion and Veneration of the Cross

Friday, April 2 - 4:30 PM
Divine Mercy Novena begins

Friday, April 2 - 8:30 PM  (RR, LS)
Living Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 3 - 3:00 PM
Divine Mercy Novena

Saturday, April 3 - 8:30 PM (RR, LS)
Easter Vigil: Mass in the Holy Night

Sunday, April 4 - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM*, 12:00 noon* (RR, LS*)
Easter Sunday: Mass of the Resurrection

Sunday, April 4 -1:30 PM Divine Mercy Novena

Our Current Holy Week Schedule
Please be aware there may be minor changes which were unavailable at press time. Registration is Required (RR) for many of the liturgies
and events listed. Registration links and additional information will be available on Monday, March 22 at https://ststephenslife.com/easter

Live Stream (LS) will be available as listed below with some possible additions. All live-streamed activities can be found at
https://ststephenslife.com/holy-mass-live-stream (also via our Facebook and Youtube Channels)

Important Note: There will be no daily (morning) Mass on Holy Thursday, Good Friday or Holy Saturday.



New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com or emailing us at
WelcomeStStephens@gmail.com. Registration forms are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in.
Parish Office Hours: Most weeks, Monday - Friday, 9 AM - Noon and 1-5 PM. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM on the Friday
a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish are welcome,
however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration
are required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults to become Catholic & be baptized. Contact Anne Merklin 253-631-1940 ext 126.
sstmassociate@gmail.com

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943
Pastor Fr. Edward G. White To contact Fr. Ed please contact his assistant, Betty Mencke
Parochial Vicar Fr. Dominic Chikankheni
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo      sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Dir of Parish Operations Tom Jones      sstm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin    ext 126 sstmassociate@gmail.com Pastoral
Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson    ext 127 darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke    ext 100 bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart    ext 102 sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker    ext 106 mariheutmaker@gmail.com
PA Administration/Bookkeeper Eric Miller    ext 101 sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson    ext.129 sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles     ext 114 ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist     ext 113 sstm.youth@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg     etc 121 billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright    ext 120 sstm.baptism@gmail.com Preschool
Director  Abbie Nelson    ext 123 sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo 253-631-6175 (ext 115) sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
Child Care Nursery Liese Diachenko      StStephensChildCare@gmail.com.
St Stephen Housing Association   253-638-9798 office@ststephenhousing.org SVDP
Help-Line    206-767-6449
Custodial Support Brian Guenther, Soo Kim     briang.sstm@gmail.com

Praying For Sick
Marie Peacock Albers, Nela Pacleb, Irene Bauman, JoAnna Bailey, Jim Dougherty, Brian W. French, Lydia Franada, Chad Horky, Mary Byersdorf, Leila

Abada, Kelley Chazes, April Sedall, Nicole Paulsen, Shelby Talley, Christina Rafferty, Antonio San, Nicolas Nenita, San Nicolas, Rolf Ju,
Emelita Joyosa, Leonora Bernabe, Roselyn Corpuz, James Vaccaro, Marlene Hill, Teresa Wright, Precilla Del Rosario, Yvonne (Dawn) Kunkle,

Jesse Boyovich, Jan Sykes, Phyllis Beaver, Joel Rivera, Julie Fernandez, Saksithan Hak, Lan Buck, Joshua Hecox, Rose Herlya, Manny Gutierrez, JJ
Conavad, Adam Bynum, Xavier Mascaren, Ester Hansen, Jesusa Cadalina, Henry de Guzman, Nicomedes Rodriguez, Molly Dinsmore, Baby Nyhla

Wallace, Angelina Rivera, Alexander, Charito Rubis Galindo, Diachenko, Art Condes, Leticia Dela Cruz Reyes, Douk Ko, Nick Montecalvo, Joe Buss,
Bernadette DeMarc, Jim Steckler, Christina Nguyen and Thanh-Huyen Pham, Angelito de Leon, Felix Tarnate Jr, Alex Llaneza

Serving in the Military
Major Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,

Zenaida Roth, Sydney Munn, Daniel Dobbs Japan
Deaths

Molly Douglas, Jerry Mayer, Amparo Lopez, Rodney MaxieJohn McEnroe, Ely Castro, Marie Anderson, Mother of Carol Williams, Bill Pie’ Sr.,
Wayne Delahanty, Ben Castillo, Rolando Valdez, Adrian Abada, Thelma Varona

To add names to the box. please e-mail ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion Project Rachel is offering a new virtual healing program via ZOOM in
response to the cancellation of regular healing retreats during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are hurting from the results of an
abortion, come and find healing and God’s loving grace “My burden is lifted and my heart feels life in it again. My promise to God is

to never walk this road of brokenness again.” - Testimonial     Call Julie 206-920-6413, JulieE@ccsww.org
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services                                                              You are loved with an everlasting love!




