
Parish Office (253) 631-1940
Faith Formation (253) 631-6175

13055 SE 192nd Street Renton, WA 98058
www.ststephenslife.com

See a listing of Parish Staff on the back inside

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM *
Sunday 8:30,11:00 AM *
Reconciliation: Friday at 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Eucharistic Adoration See Calendar pg 2
*Requires registration. See page 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021



Reflections for the 5th Sunday of Easter
Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-04/sunday-reflections-29-april-2018.html

Today’s Gospel text is part of Jesus’ farewell discourse during his Last Supper with his disciples, as found in John 13–17. Jesus explains to
his apostles how they and their disciples can carry on when he is no longer bodily or physically present.  Jesus assures them, using the
parable of the vine and branches, that the life-giving Spirit Whom Jesus will send them, will be present and active within and among his
disciples and their successors.

Israel as God’s vine and vineyard: There are numerous Old Testament passages which refer to Israel as a vine: Ps 80:8-16, Is 5:1-7, Jer
2:21, Ez 15:1-8, 17:5-10, 19:10-14, and Hos 10:1.  "The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel,”sings the prophet Isaiah in his song of the
Vineyard (Is 5:1-7). "Yet I planted you a choice vine" is God's message to Israel through Jeremiah (Jer 2:21).  "Israel is a luxuriant vine," says
Hosea (Hos 10:1).  The vine is part and parcel of Jewish imagery and the very symbol of Israel, serving as an emblem on the coins of the
Maccabees.  One of the glories of the Temple was the great golden vine upon the front of the Holy Place.  But the symbol of the vine is never
used in the Old Testament apart from the idea of degeneration and infidelity deserving of Yahweh’s severe punishment.  That is why Ezekiel
says that it should be burned in the fire (Ez 15).

Jesus claims that he is the true vine: Since Israel has become a degenerate vine producing wild and bitter grapes, Jesus makes the
unique claim that he is the true and ideal Vine and his disciples are the living and fruit-producing branches.  He clarifies his statement,
explaining that his Heavenly Father is the Vine-grower (v. 1), he (Christ) is the Vine (v. 5), his disciples are branches (v. 5) and those who do
not abide in him are useless branches, suitable only to be cut away and thrown into the fire (v. 6). Jesus is the true Vine, because the old
vine, the original chosen people, was succeeded by the new Vine, the Church, the Mystical Body whose Head is Christ (cf. 1 Cor 3:9).  To be
fruitful, one must be joined to the new, true Vine, Christ.  It is living the life of Christ, the life of grace, which gives the believer the nourishment
which enables him or her to yield the fruits of eternal life.  This image of the Vine also helps us to understand the unity of the Church. St. Paul
explains that we are Christ's Mystical Body in which all the members are intimately united with the Head and united to one another (1 Cor
12:12-26; Rom 12:4-5; Eph 4: 15-16).

Pruning an essential part of growing fruit-producing branches: In the vineyards in Palestine, pruning was done in late fall or early winter
because pruning in spring or summer caused excessive bleeding that weakened the vine.  Dead branches were cut away to save the vine.
Other branches were pruned so that they would bear more grapes than leaves in the next growing season.  John describes God as the Vine-
grower who has planted a vine, Jesus.  The Father removes every branch that bears no fruit and prunes the other branches, so they may
bear more fruit.  Jesus tells his apostles that they have already been pruned by the words he has spoken to them.  He refers to the announ-
cement that he will soon be leaving them by his death on the cross.  The apostles will not feel the full impact of this "pruning" until Jesus is
actually taken away from them in death.  Eventually, they will be pruned of all attachment to the things of this world so that they may be ready
to attach themselves to the things of Heaven.  It is a sorry sight to see that some of us just come to Church Sunday after Sunday in search of
spiritual "handouts" or just to "fulfill our Sunday obligation," but give little or nothing back God in loving service to their brothers and sisters in
the Church and in the local community.  They are like fruitless, leafy branches, draining life from the trunk without giving anything in return.

Abiding in Jesus as condition for fertility: Even a well-pruned branch cannot bear grapes unless it abides in the vine, drawing water and
minerals from the main trunk and transporting food prepared in the leaves to the main trunk and to the roots.  Jesus reminds us that we
cannot bear fruit either, unless we abide in him just as he abides in us.   Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  What Jesus
means is that by abiding in him we will bear much fruit, and that apart from him we can do nothing.  Abiding in Christ means that God has to
be inside us and we have to be inside God.  We abide in Christ by drawing near to God and by experiencing His being near to us, that is, by
living every moment as He has commanded us to do, with the radiant presence of Christ all around us. This life of intimate union with Christ in
the Church is maintained by the spiritual helps common to all the faithful, chiefly by active participation in the Liturgy.  Those of us who do not
abide in Jesus will wither and be thrown away, just as withered branches are thrown into the fire to be burned. “Many scholars see the
references to being ‘apart from the Vine’ as references to the beginnings of splinter groups within the Johannine community, and possibly to
the beginnings of heretical groups which were leading people astray.” (Dr. Watson).  Fruit-bearing in Christian life is not of our own
independent and unaided making. The Holy Spirit who dwells within us trims and prunes us, teaching us Himself and reminding us of what
Jesus taught. It is He who enables us to love Him and to keep His words (John 14:24, 26).

Life messages: 1) We need pruning in our Christian life. Cutting out of our lives everything that is contrary to the spirit of Jesus and renewing
our commitment to Christian ideals in our lives every day is the first type of self-imposed pruning expected of us. A second means of pruning
is practicing self-control over our evil inclinations, sinful addictions and aberrations. Cordial mingling with people of different cultures, races,
religions and orientations in our neighborhood and society enables us to prune away our selfish and prejudicial tendencies and to treat others
in our society with Christian charity and openness. Jesus prunes, purifies and strengthens us by allowing us to face pain and suffering,
contradictions and difficulties with courage of our Christian convictions.

2) Let us abide in Christ and let Christ abide in us: The four Gospels teach us how to become true disciples of Jesus and how to abide in him
as braches abide in the main trunk of the vine and draw their life from the vine.  Personal and liturgical prayers, frequenting of the Sacraments
of the Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation, daily and meditative reading of the Bible and selfless, loving acts of kindness and mercy and
forgiveness enable us to abide in Jesus, the true Vine, as fruit-bearing branches. (Fr. Antony Kadavil).



Monday
10:00 – 11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed

Tuesday
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed
7:30p - 9:00p 40 Days for Life Kick-Off

 Wednesday
6:30p - 7:15p  Mass -  Live-streamed
4:00p – 5:45p  Food Bank (Drive by only)

Thursday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist

Friday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
10:00 –11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)

Saturday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
5:00p - 6:00p Vigil Mass (Reservation Required)

Sunday
8:30a – 9:30a Mass (Reservation Required) (Live-streamed)
11:00 – 12:00p Mass (Reservation Required)

When Visiting Our Church
Please be aware that masks are always required and the chapel is
limited to 10 people at one time. Also, some areas may be closed or
noisy on occasion for maintenance work. Reminder: the parish phone
is answered from 9 AM - 5 PM, Monday through Friday.
Open Church Hours
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

Please Register to Attend Weekend Mass
Our weekend Masses require registration via a simple, online
form. The form shows the number of spaces available for each
liturgy and allow you to select your preferred Mass time.
Registration is on a first come, first served basis. Links to the
registration forms are published in advance of their activation via
Flocknote and the parish website at https://ststephenslife.com/.
Those without internet access can register by calling Betty
Mencke at 253-631-1940.

To Our Parish:   Budget   Actual   Difference
Last Weekend   $27,274            $17,521          -$9,753
Fiscal Year to Date    $1,307,422     $1,122,377        -$185,045

Parish Stewardship Giving    April 17 & 18, 2021

Our Other Giving:
Maintenance Reserve           $344
Christian Social Action   $975

Please Continue Your Financial Support
The suspension of public Masses will seriously impact our weekly
collection. Like most parishes, 90% of our revenue comes from the
generous support of our faith community. This generosity supports
the many ministries of the church as well as maintenance of the
building and grounds, utilities, insurance, and payroll. Please
remember our parish in your prayers and by making your regular
donation. You may donate through the mail or Consider signing up
for electronic giving through the “Donate Online” link on our parish
website www.ststephenslife.com
.

Parish Communication With Flocknote! Parish members are
invited to sign up to receive news, reminders, special
announcements, etc. by subscribing to one or more lists, specific to
your interests. Each member gets to choose their own preferred
mode of receiving messages such as email, text message, social
networking sites etc. To get started use the easy direct link on the
front page of our parish website www.ststephenslife.com. Choose
any or all of our ministries you’d like to hear from!

St Stephen the Martyr
Has a Gift for You!
FORMED is an online
resource which provides
amazing content 24/7 for
you to grow in your faith.
Discover all the best
Catholic Christian content in one place. Entertaining movies,
enlightening programs, inspiring talks, and a great selection of
popular ebooks! It’s FREE and easy to register! Visit
ststephenslife.formed.org to create your account!

Weekly Readings
May 2   Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8

May 3   Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14

May 4   Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a

May 5   Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8

May 6   Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11

May 7   Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17

May 8   Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21

May 9   Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1-4; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17



Faith Formation Programs
Registration for the 2021-2022 school
year is underway! Although it has been a
challenging year for all of us in many ways,
Little Saints Preschool has been blessed to
be open this year. Our parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles have been
AMAZING as they adapted to schedules

and made sure their children arrived ready to go each day. THANK
YOU!  If you are interested in enrolling your child or grandchild for
September, 2021, please email Abbie Nelson at
sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com.

Parents:  Please sign-up for Floc-
knote so you can get program and
parish news, as well as emergency
updates!  To sign up for Flocknote,
go to the first page of our website:
ststephenslife.com.  Look at the dark
green section on the left side of the
page.

St Stephen's Now Livestreaming on Vimeo!  Our livestream broadcasts have recently been upgraded
with the addition of the video hosting service, Vimeo. Visit  https://www.ststephenslife.com/holy-mass-live-
stream where you can enjoy Mass and devotions live, within a media player right on our parish website (yes,
you can expand to full screen). Want to watch yesterday's Mass? In our new Vimeo player the liturgy won't
be interrupted with commercials! Still a big Facebook or Youtube fan? No worries; our liturgies will continue
to be simulcast to those platforms as well.

May EVENTS for LIFE
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 — Rosary For All Life at Our Lady’s grotto between the Sunday Masses at 10:00 AM.
May 3-8 — SSTM Prayer Partners stand vigil on Wednesday 10-Noon. Or any time and day during the 1st
week of the month at Cedar River Clinic, 263 Rainier Ave S, Renton  Clinic Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-
5:00 PM and Saturdays 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
May 7 — Respect Life Ministry Eucharistic Adoration 7-8 PM

May 2 - Fifth Sunday of Easter: In the Gospel today, Jesus says“Whoever remains in me and I in him will
bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.”  Indeed, by helping the poor we can “bear much
fruit” and we find that with Jesus we can do everything. Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will
show that you are indeed the disciple of Jesus as it will bring your love to those who live in fear and doubt,
loneliness and dread.

Grief Ministry - If you are grieving the death of a loved one, come find strength and compassion with the
St. Stephen’s Virtual Grief Support Group on Sunday, May 16th from 1:00-2:30 PM. The topic will be:  “How
Long Will This Grief Last?”  For more information and to register, please contact Sharon Rasmussen at
srasmussen910@yahoo.com.  “The Lord heals the brokenhearted, binds up their wounds.”  Psalm 147, 2-3

St. Stephen Housing - Many thanks to all those who supported St. Stephen Housing Association this past
year with financial donations, household donations, volunteering, attending the February fundraiser, donating
during GiveBig, Christmas Adopt-a-Family and Giving Tree support, voting for the BECU award, See's
Candy purchases and prayers! We are grateful for the amazing generosity of SSTM parish and thankful to be
part of your family!

First Eucharist Ceremony Is
This Weekend
Please pray for our children as they
prepare to receive their First Holy
Communion on May 1st.  Pray that
they will feel the presence of God’s
love.  We also pray in gratitude for
their parents and all their hard work
in helping to prepare the children during this challenging time.
May we all be fortified in faith and wisdom.

Our Baptism Classes Are
Currently on Hold.
Please contact Teresa Wright at
sstm.baptism@gmail.com for an
alternative format. She will send
information on how to complete the
classwork as well as forms to
complete and documents you must
provide. Once you have completed preparation your family will be
put on our waiting list. We regret that we cannot guarantee when
we will be able to schedule your child's baptism. Thank you for
your kind patience.





Praying for Priests
Seven Sisters Apostolate: We are seven sisters led by one Anchoress who commit to praying
one hour a week exclusively for the intention of a specific Priest/Bishop/ Deacon. To join a
Seven Sister group here at St. Stephens, contact Diem Hallaq at diemhq75@gmail.com or (206)
751-6643.
Fasting Brothers: Are you willing to put yourself on the line physically and spiritually for your
priest by committing to fasting one day a week and offering the fast solely for the intentions of
your priest? To join a Fasting Brother group here at St. Stephens, contact Brian Hallaq at
diemhq75@gmail.com or (206) 751-6643.

Food Bank News We, the volunteers, from the Food Bank, would like to request the following
items: Bread, Peanut Butter, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Spam, Coffee and hot chocolate.  (Dollar
Tree carries Pancake Mix and syrup for a $1 each, best value we have found.) Thank you! Your
generous donations are serving many people. We are frequently. serving an average of 80
families a week which is getting tobe quite a challenge! We hardly get the food put away that
you donate, then prepare the food bags for the clients, and then our shelves are bare again. It is
getting to be quite a cycle. Once again thank you, we couldn't do it without you.  It is a great
team effort

Adoration at St Stephen’s - All Saints Adoration Ministry is growing. We have now 102 hours
per week, with 99 adorers committed to be with Jesus for an hour or more. Thank you everyone.
God be praised. Father Ed has Ok'd the addition of early morning hours to the Adoration
Schedule. We are beginning with Wednesday morning, filling in from 12am to 5am.  Are YOU
hearing Jesus calling, to visit Him and adore Him exposed in the chapel? See the table outside
the chapel doors and sign up for an hour of your choice or just come for a visit. Jesus is waiting
for you, to listen to you and to love you infinitely. Questions? contact Bernie 206-427-6085 or
Tina 206-715-8462.

Knights of Columbus College Scholarships for 2021
St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus council 13374 is accepting applications for its
scholarships from qualified candidates. Candidates must be from St. Stephen the Martyr Parish.
Two scholarships worth $1,000 each are available. Only one scholarship will be awarded to an
individual candidate. The Applications can be found on the Council Web site
(www.KOFC13374.com) Applications must be mailed or emailed no later than May 2, 2021

Please join the Girlfriends at our upcoming events.   All women (age 18+) are invited!
The Lit & Lattes group is meeting virtually via Zoom. The next virtual gathering will be Tuesday,
May 11th to discuss Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear. New members are welcome to join
in the Zoom call! Please contact Vicki at vkennerud@comcast.net to RSVP or for any questions.

St. Anthony School still has some openings for Kindergarten  for the upcoming 2021/22
academic school year.  If you are interested, please contact them at 425.255.0059 or go to their
website at www.sasr.org

Missionary Corner
Father Martin Kibirige sends a note  of thanks to our parish and all those who donated towards
an ordination gift for him of a Mass Kit. He is pictured with it.

Amen! Thank you a million fold please. This evening l have picked the mass kit.  I am so happy.
I feel words are not enough to express my gratitude to you and the people who have donated
towards this cause. But just allow me to say! THANK YOU SO MUCH PLEASE! BLESSINGS
TO YOU PEOPLE! I am beaming with unspeakable happiness and joy.  Be sure of my prayers
every single day l offer the sacrifice of Mass.”



New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com or emailing us at
WelcomeStStephens@gmail.com. Registration forms are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in.
Parish Office Hours: Most weeks, Monday - Friday, 9 AM - Noon and 1-5 PM. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM on the Friday
a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish are welcome,
however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration
are required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults to become Catholic & be baptized. Contact Anne Merklin 253-631-1940 ext 126.
sstmassociate@gmail.com

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943
Pastor Fr. Edward G. White To contact Fr. Ed please contact his assistant, Betty Mencke
Parochial Vicar Fr. Dominic Chikankheni
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo      sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Dir of Parish Operations Tom Jones      sstm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin    ext 126 sstmassociate@gmail.com Pastoral
Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson    ext 127 darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke    ext 100 bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart    ext 102 sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker    ext 106 mariheutmaker@gmail.com
PA Administration/Bookkeeper Eric Miller    ext 101 sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson    ext.129 sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles     ext 114 ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist     ext 113 sstm.youth@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg     etc 121 billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright    ext 120 sstm.baptism@gmail.com Preschool
Director  Abbie Nelson    ext 123 sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo 253-631-6175 (ext 115) sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
Child Care Nursery Liese Diachenko      StStephensChildCare@gmail.com.
St Stephen Housing Association   253-638-9798 office@ststephenhousing.org SVDP
Help-Line    206-767-6449
Custodial Support Brian Guenther, Soo Kim     briang.sstm@gmail.com

Praying For Sick
Marie Peacock Albers, Nela Pacleb, Irene Bauman, JoAnna Bailey, Jim Dougherty, Brian W. French, Lydia Franada, Chad Horky, Mary Byersdorf, Leila

Abada, Kelley Chazes, April Sedall, Nicole Paulsen, Shelby Talley, Christina Rafferty, Antonio San, Nicolas Nenita, San Nicolas, Rolf Ju,
Emelita Joyosa, Leonora Bernabe, Roselyn Corpuz, James Vaccaro, Marlene Hill, Teresa Wright, Precilla Del Rosario, Yvonne (Dawn) Kunkle,

Jesse Boyovich, Jan Sykes, Phyllis Beaver, Joel Rivera, Julie Fernandez, Saksithan Hak, Lan Buck, Joshua Hecox, Rose Herlya, Manny Gutierrez, JJ
Conavad, Adam Bynum, Xavier Mascaren, Ester Hansen, Jesusa Cadalina, Henry de Guzman, Nicomedes Rodriguez, Molly Dinsmore, Baby Nyhla

Wallace, Angelina Rivera, Alexander, Charito Rubis Galindo, Diachenko, Art Condes, Leticia Dela Cruz Reyes, Douk Ko, Nick Montecalvo, Joe Buss,
Bernadette DeMarc, Jim Steckler, Christina Nguyen and Thanh-Huyen Pham, Angelito de Leon, Felix Tarnate Jr, Alex Llaneza, Marcia Hall, German

Amador II, Cesar Anselmo, Dennis Anonuevo, Magnosita Manjares, Olivia Francisco Parnell
Serving in the Military

Major Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,
Zenaida Roth, Sydney Munn, Daniel Dobbs Japan

Deaths
Molly Douglas, Jerry Mayer, Amparo Lopez, Rodney MaxieJohn McEnroe, Ely Castro, Marie Anderson, Mother of Carol Williams, Bill Pie’ Sr.,

Wayne Delahanty, Ben Castillo, Rolando Valdez, Adrian Abada, Thelma Varona, Thomas Goff Sr.
To add names to the box. please e-mail ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.

To contact the Prayer Chain please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion Project Rachel is offering a new virtual healing program via ZOOM in
response to the cancellation of regular healing retreats during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are hurting from the results of an
abortion, come and find healing and God’s loving grace “My burden is lifted and my heart feels life in it again. My promise to God is

to never walk this road of brokenness again.” - Testimonial     Call Julie 206-920-6413, JulieE@ccsww.org
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services                                                              You are loved with an everlasting love!




