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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Association of Catholic Priests, June 27, 2021
In today’s gospel, the woman with the twelve-year-old hemorrhage had undergone long and painful treatment under various doctors,

without getting better. Of course, up to quite recently, medicine was fairly primitive. For most of human history people prayed for real miracles
to cure their infirmities. In the Middle Ages, death stalked everywhere, not least in plague-ridden cities. Local wars were fairly constant and
hygiene unknown. Town and country swarmed with the deformed, the maimed, the crippled and the blind. Death ran riot throughout Europe
during the horrific period of the bubonic plague, aptly called the Black Death. Nothing stood between the individual and death except God.
The centre of every church was its shrine containing relics of the saints. People flocked to these shrines in search of cures. Many traveled
great distances to Rome, the Holy Land, Compostela, believing, like the woman with the hemorrhage, that even touching an important relic
might restore them to health. Compostela claimed to have such a relic, no less than the remains of St James, who had watched Christ raise
the daughter of Jairus to life. One could hardly come closer to the healing power of Christ than that.

But the world has changed much since then. In our own time cures have been found for almost every ailment. We have all become
fervent believers in the “miracles of modern medicine.” Clinics have replaced churches for the stricken. The few relics that have survived
seem like embarrassing reminders of our naïve past.

But was it all that naïve to hope for a miracle? Jesus attributed his two miracles to the faith of the seekers. “Your faith has restored
you to health,” he told the woman who was cured of her hemorrhage. All that separates us from her is the depth of our faith. Even modern
medicine, in spite of all its successes, has rediscovered the importance of the patient’s faith in his cure. Who knows? That man who died
outside the surgery door might not have stepped so abruptly into eternity, had his faith in his doctor not faltered. That, like the doctor’s
prescription, is a secret he took with him.

Christ can, now as then, cure our sicknesses. All he needs is our faith. Of that, Lourdes is proof, if proof were needed. God does
trail his coat in our shabby little world. With a little faith we could find it; with a little courage we could touch it. “Do not be afraid,” he says to
us, as he said to Jairus, “only have faith.”

It often happens that we have it in mind to do something and we go about trying to do it. Then we are interrupted in some way;
someone comes along that we were not expecting and holds us up and we don’t get to do what he set out to do at the time we intended to do
it. If you are a certain type of person you can get very annoyed by this. You can be there waiting for the person to move on so that you can
get back to doing what you think you are supposed to be doing. I can be a bit like that myself at times.

         Yet, I have come to appreciate that every encounter is in some way providential. What can seem initially like an interruption can be
where we are meant to be. The person who unexpectedly crosses my path and who could be seen as interrupting what I have set out to do,
can be one whom the Lord has sent into my life. Rather than seeing the encounter as interrupting something else, it can be better seen as a
grace, an opportunity. What I set out to do may not be what is most important. Rather, the call of the present moment may be what really
matters, the person who stands before me here and now.

      I was reminded of all that by today’s gospel encounter. One of the synagogue officials, Jairus, pleaded with Jesus to come to his
daughter who was desperately sick. Jesus set out with him on this very important journey. On the way to the house of Jairus, Jesus had an
encounter with a woman, which delayed him. It took up precious time. Yet, Jesus did not react angrily or dismissively to this interruption.
Indeed, the contrary was the case. The woman with the flow of blood simply wanted to touch the clothing of Jesus, without holding him up in
any way. It was Jesus who ensured that the fleeting encounter that the woman was looking for became, in reality, a truly personal encounter,
a real meeting between two human beings. When Jesus noticed that power had gone out of him because of the woman touching his clothing,
he stopped, turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my clothing?’ He wanted to meet this woman, in spite of the urgency of the
journey on which he had set out. Eventually the woman came forward, frightened and trembling, not knowing what to expect. Jesus
addressed her in very tender terms, ‘My daughter’, he said, ‘your faith has restored you to health.’ He engaged her in a very personal way; he
called her into a personal relationship with him. This was the task of the moment. Some people would have seen this encounter as an
unfortunate interruption; as a result of the delay Jairus’ daughter had died before Jesus could get to the house. Yet, for Jesus this encounter
with the woman was of ultimate significance; it was a moment of grace. It was the prelude to an even more wonderful moment of grace in the
house of Jairus when Jesus not only healed the very sick girl as he was asked to do, but raised him from the dead.

      The gospel encourages us to pay attention to the interruptions in life. What can seem like distractions can be where the Lord is
calling us to be. When our plans do not work out as we wanted because of some unexpected turn of events, it may not be the disaster that
we think it is at the time. Sometimes when our plans do not work out, it can create the space for something else to happen that we did not
plan but which, in itself, can have great value for ourselves and for others. In the story we have just heard, Jesus gave himself fully to the
interruption. He could have kept walking when the woman touched his clothing, but he attended to her. That was the call of the present
moment for Jesus. In answering that call, he was doing God’s work, and the task he initially set out to accomplish did not suffer. Jairus had
his daughter restored to him. There are times in life when we need to embrace the interruptions, rather than just driving on with our head
down towards the goal we have set for ourselves. We can misjudge where the real work lies. We often need to come to a deeper appreciation
that the interruptions are our work, especially when they involve responding with compassion to the needs of others. When we set out on a
journey, what happens on the way can be more important than arriving at our destination.
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Monday
10:00 – 11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed

Tuesday
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed
7:30p - 9:00p 40 Days for Life Kick-Off

 Wednesday
6:30p - 7:15p  Mass -  Live-streamed
4:00p – 5:45p  Food Bank (Drive by only)

Thursday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist

Friday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
10:00 –11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)

Saturday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
5:00p - 6:00p Vigil Mass (Reservation Required)

Sunday
8:30a – 9:30a Mass (Reservation Required) (Live-streamed)
11:00 – 12:00p Mass (Reservation Required)

When Visiting Our Church
Please be aware that masks are always required and the chapel is
limited to 10 people at one time. Also, some areas may be closed or
noisy on occasion for maintenance work. Reminder: the parish phone
is answered from 9 AM - 5 PM, Monday through Friday.
Open Church Hours
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

Please Register to Attend Weekend Mass
Our weekend Masses require registration via a simple, online
form. The form shows the number of spaces available for each
liturgy and allow you to select your preferred Mass time.
Registration is on a first come, first served basis. Links to the
registration forms are published in advance of their activation via
Flocknote and the parish website at https://ststephenslife.com/.
Those without internet access can register by calling Betty
Mencke at 253-631-1940.

To Our Parish:   Budget    Actual
June  6-13   $32,933            $22,531
Year to Date               $1,579,144       $1,364,969

Parish Stewardship Giving

Our Other Giving:
Maintenance Reserve           $436
Christian Social Action   $565

Please Continue Your Financial Support
The suspension of public Masses will seriously impact our weekly
collection. Like most parishes, 90% of our revenue comes from the
generous support of our faith community. This generosity supports the
many ministries of the church as well as maintenance of the building
and grounds, utilities, insurance, and payroll. Please remember our
parish in your prayers and by making your regular donation. You may
donate through the mail or Consider signing up for electronic giving
through the “Donate Online” link on our parish website
www.ststephenslife.com

Parish Communication With Flocknote! Parish members are
invited to sign up to receive news, reminders, special
announcements, etc. by subscribing to one or more lists, specific to
your interests. Each member gets to choose their own preferred
mode of receiving messages such as email, text message, social
networking sites etc. To get started use the easy direct link on the
front page of our parish website www.ststephenslife.com. Choose
any or all of our ministries you’d like to hear from!

Weekly Readings
June 27   Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2,4,5-6, 11-13; 2 Cor 8:7,9,13-15; Mk 5:21-43

June 28   Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr
Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-4, 8-11; Mt 8:18-22

June 29   Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles
Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19

June 30   Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-13; Mt 8:28-34

July 1   Thursday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8

July 2   Friday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-5; Mt 9:9-13

July 3   Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29

July 4   Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6

Archdiocese of Seattle Pastoral Plan
The outcome of a successful pastoral planning process will be a
Church that reflects the Risen Christ to others. The goal is to help
people have a conversion experience so they can draw closer to the
Church and joyfully share Christ with the world today. At the heart of
our mission is a relationship with Jesus
Christ. The pastoral planning focus areas are
intended to help all Catholics re-examining
and renew their relationship with Jesus. They
are intentionally broad so that particular goals
and actions may be developed according the
unique circumstances, gifts and callings of
each person, family, parish, school and
ministry. To hear the Archbishop discuss the
plan visit https://vimeo.com/553104162



Faith Formation Programs

Registration for the 2021-
2022 school year is
underway! Although it has
been a challenging year for all
of us in many ways, Little
Saints Preschool has been
blessed to be open this
year. Our parents,
grandparents, aunts and

uncles have been AMAZING as they adapted to schedules and
made sure their children arrived ready to go each day. THANK
YOU!  If you are interested in enrolling your child or grandchild
for September, 2021, please email Abbie Nelson at
sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com.

Respect Life
St Stephen’s Respect Life Ministry would like to extend an invitation to our parish family who cherish
LIFE to join us. We want to encourage all ages to help us in the fight for LIfe.  For information
please visit our web page at https://ststephenslife.com/respect-life  about our ministry or please
contact Mary K at 19JMJ54@comcast.net or Bernie W at bkwit6gc@msn.com.

St Stephen the Martyr Has a Gift for You!
FORMED is an online resource which provides amazing content 24/7 for you to grow in your faith.
Discover all the best Catholic Christian content in one place. Entertaining movies, enlightening
programs, inspiring talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks! It’s FREE and easy to register!
Visit ststephenslife.formed.org to create your account!

Our Baptism Classes Are
Currently on Hold.
Please contact Teresa Wright at
sstm.baptism@gmail.com for an
alternative format. She will send
information on how to complete the
classwork as well as forms to
complete and documents you must provide. Once you have
completed preparation your family will be put on our waiting list. We
regret that we cannot guarantee when we will be able to schedule
your child's baptism. Thank you for your kind patience.

Parents:  Please sign-up for
Flocknote so you can get program
and parish news, as well as
emergency updates!  To sign up
for Flocknote, go to the first page

of our website: ststephenslife.com.  Look at the dark green
section on the left side of the page.

2021 VACATION
BIBLE CAMP!
This year, we plan to
have St. Stephen's Vaca-
tion Bible Camp during
the week of July 12-16.
Bible Camp is so much
fun and a great chance to
follow Jesus with our
friends!  Keep checking
your emails and the bulle-

tin as we reach out to our St. Stephen’s families to help us plan and
navigate a safe and friendly Bible Camp.  Our Vacation Bible Camp
theme this year is “Treasured”!!!  Come explore with us how price-
less you are to God!!  To volunteer and for questions contact us at
sstm.faith4kids@gmail.com.

Youth Summer Service / Steubenville Retreat
This summer there will not be a Yakima Mission Week or the Steubenville NW Catholic Youth St.
Conference in Spokane, WA. Three parishes from South King County Deanery  (St. Stephen the Martyr,
Holy Spirit in Kent and Holy Family in Auburn) are coming together for a Summer Event right here in our
area.
This event will be for youth currently in grades 8 - 12 - Tuesday, July 6th through Saturday, July 10,
2021 For more information or to register contact Debbie Blomquist at sstm.youth@gmail.com. Registration
forms are available now and due by June 1st. You can pick up a registration form from the Youth Ministry
Cart located in the narthex or by contacting Debbie Blomquist.



O God our Creator, from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

You have called us as your people and given us the right and the
duty to worship you, the only true God, and your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, you call
us to live out our faith in the midst of the world, bringing the light

and the saving truth of the Gospel to every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.

Give us the strength of mind and heart to readily defend our freedoms when they
are threatened;  give us courage in making our voices heard on behalf of the

rights of your Church and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice to all
your sons and daughters gathered in your Church in this decisive

hour in the history of our nation, so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome -  for the sake of our children,

our grandchildren, and all who come after us -
this great land will always be "one nation, under God, indivisible,

with liberty and justice for all.”
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

All are invited to say this
Novena prayer at home
with your families to pray
for the protect of our
religious liberties from
June 21 — July 4.

Eucharistic Adoration
opportunities are also
available at St. Stephen’s
daily, for you to come
and pray for religious
freedom.



Parish Website Updated
All are invited to visit ststephenslife.com to see the revised design of our parish website. We will
refining details in the days to come so that our parish site becomes a more effective and
pleasing tool for our community.

Library News:
▪ The church library is currently open on Saturdays and Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm
▪ Additional hours will be added as volunteers become available--so if you have a love of
books, please consider volunteering for a shift
▪ Books, tapes, and videos that you have borrowed and are ready to return can be placed in
the book return basket by the library door near the restrooms.
▪ Assorted bibles and bible study guides are available
▪ Donated items are available on the FREE table
▪ If you can volunteer or have questions please contact Pat at 206-824-6502 (after the phone
rings you must dial 1 to be connected).
▪ The library belongs to YOU--ENJOY!

Gabriel PREPARES - Did you know a baby uses 7 to 11 diapers a day, over 200 a month, a
very big box?? Would you like to adopt a size? Each month bring/ship one big box to St.
Stephen for our 11 babies. Most needed sizes now are 4, 5, and Toddler pull-ups for both girls
and boys. Contact Robertajorgensen@comcast.net or Kathleen 253.653.6074.
We are looking for more angel companions to add to our program too.

June 27 - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: In today’s Gospel we see how in faith,
Jarius asked Jesus to heal his daughter and how Jesus then answered his prayer. In prayer we
also come to know that we are loved by God, and in that trust we ask for healing for ourselves,
our loved ones and all those who are suffering. This week, please join with the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul in praying for the healing of all those who are ill and especially those who have
no one to pray for them.

Got old wax candles? We are beginning a wax recycling program. Recycled candle wax will
be turned into new candles to be given away for a donation. The donated funds will buy wax
(51% beeswax) to make candles for the altars in the church and chapel. So drop off your wax
contributions in the big blue tote next to the food bank baskets (also used for old cell phones
and inkjet cartridges) in the narthex. You can also give your old wax candles directly to me,
Bernie Wittgens (206-427-6085). Thank you.

St. Anthony School still has some openings for Kindergarten  for the upcoming 2021/22
academic school year.  If you are interested, please contact them at 425.255.0059 or go to their
website at www.sasr.org

Missionary Update: THANK YOU!
Father Martin Stuart Kibirige, who was sponsored through seminary by our parish and ordained
this past March, sends a deep and heartfelt thank you to the SSTM family who is sponsoring a
child in his parish. In the process of preparing the children in his parish for their First Holy
Communion he discovered that there was a deaf girl by the name of Justine. Justine is 9 years
old. When she was about 2 years old, her parents discovered that she was deaf. Her mother
abandoned the family. Two years later, the father was unable to pay rent on the home, and just
left. Justine was often seen in the marketplace, surviving on the mercy of people who would
give her something to eat. Recently, one of Fr. Martin’s parishioners, Scholastica Nakitto, began
to earn the trust of the child, in order to feed, clothe, provide sheltered and keep her safe.
However, Justine has no communication skills at all. Father was thrilled when a SSTM family
agreed to sponsor Justine so she can go to a school for the deaf. If you are interested in helping
in any way with the African outreach, please contact Diane Cooper at iamdcooper@gmail.com.
Pictured are Justine and Scholastica Nakitto.



New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com or emailing us at
WelcomeStStephens@gmail.com. Registration forms are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in.
Parish Office Hours: Most weeks, Monday - Friday, 9 AM - Noon and 1-5 PM. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM on the Friday
a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish are welcome,
however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration
are required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults to become Catholic & be baptized. Contact Anne Merklin 253-631-1940 ext 126.
sstmassociate@gmail.com

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943
Pastor Fr. Edward G. White            For Fr. Ed contact his assistant, Betty Mencke 253-480-7103 (100)
Parochial Vicar Fr. Dominic Chikankheni
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo       sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco       sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Dir of Parish Operations Tom Jones       sstm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin  253-480-7108  (126)  sstmassociate@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson  253-480-7121  (127)  darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke  253-480-7103  (100)  bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart   253-480-7115  (102)  sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker  253-480-7116  (106)  mariheutmaker@gmail.com
PA Administration/Bookkeeper Debbie Blakey  253-480-7113  (101)  sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson  253-480-7120  (129)  sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist  253-480-7110  (113)  sstm.youth@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg  253-480-7107  (121)  billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright  253-480-7106  (120)  sstm.baptism@gmail.com
Little Saints Preschool Director  Abbie Nelson  253-480-7105  (123)  sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo  253-631-6175 (115)  sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
Child Care Nursery Liese Diachenko       StStephensChildCare@gmail.com.
St Stephen Housing Association   253-480-7122 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP  Help-Line   206-767-6449
Custodial Support Brian Guenther, Soo Kim      briang.sstm@gmail.com

Praying For Sick
Marie Peacock Albers, Nela Pacleb, Irene Bauman, JoAnna Bailey, Jim Dougherty, Brian W. French, Lydia Franada, Chad Horky, Mary Byersdorf, Leila

Abada, Kelley Chazes, April Sedall, Nicole Paulsen, Shelby Talley, Christina Rafferty, Antonio San, Nicolas Nenita, San Nicolas, Rolf Ju,
Emelita Joyosa, Leonora Bernabe, Roselyn Corpuz, James Vaccaro, Marlene Hill, Teresa Wright, Precilla Del Rosario, Yvonne (Dawn) Kunkle,

Jesse Boyovich, Jan Sykes, Phyllis Beaver, Joel Rivera, Julie Fernandez, Saksithan Hak, Lan Buck, Joshua Hecox, Rose Herlya, Manny Gutierrez, JJ
Conavad, Adam Bynum, Xavier Mascaren, Ester Hansen, Jesusa Cadalina, Henry de Guzman, Nicomedes Rodriguez, Molly Dinsmore, Baby Nyhla

Wallace, Angelina Rivera, Alexander, Charito Rubis Galindo, Diachenko, Art Condes, Leticia Dela Cruz Reyes, Douk Ko, Nick Montecalvo, Joe Buss,
Bernadette DeMarc, Jim Steckler, Christina Nguyen and Thanh-Huyen Pham, Angelito de Leon, Felix Tarnate Jr, Alex Llaneza, Marcia Hall, , Cesar

Anselmo, Dennis Anonuevo, Magnosita Manjares, Olivia Francisco Parnell, Gabriel Schafer
Serving in the Military

Major Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,
Zenaida Roth, Sydney Munn, Daniel Dobbs Japan, Joey Buslon  Poland

Deaths
Molly Douglas, Jerry Mayer, Amparo Lopez, Rodney MaxieJohn McEnroe, Ely Castro, Marie Anderson, Mother of Carol Williams, Bill Pie’ Sr.,

Wayne Delahanty, Ben Castillo, Rolando Valdez, Adrian Abada, Thelma Varona, Thomas Goff Sr., German Amador II
To add names to the box. please e-mail ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.

To contact the Prayer Chain please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion Project Rachel is offering a new virtual healing program via ZOOM in
response to the cancellation of regular healing retreats during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are hurting from the results of an
abortion, come and find healing and God’s loving grace “My burden is lifted and my heart feels life in it again. My promise to God is

to never walk this road of brokenness again.” - Testimonial     Call Julie 206-920-6413, JulieE@ccsww.org
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services                                                              You are loved with an everlasting love!




