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Faith Formation (253) 631-6175

13055 SE 192nd Street Renton, WA 98058
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See a listing of Parish Staff on the back inside

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30,11:00 AM
Reconciliation: Friday at 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Eucharistic Adoration See Calendar pg 2

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 12, 2021



Excerpts from Edith Stein, The Science of the Cross*

To help celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein
received the task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into
an illuminating reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out
how entering the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed presentation
of John's thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount Carmel and
The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul shares,
through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the summer of 1942,
the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this profound study
lying open in her room.

“At first, after her conversion she thought she would have to renounce all that was secular and live
totally immersed in God, but then she realized that, even in the contemplative life, you cannot sever
all connection with the world, that the deeper you are drawn into God, the more you must go out of
yourself to the world in order to carry the divine life into it.”

“Appropriate environmental influences can prevent mistakes. The soul of a child is soft and impressionable. Whatever influence enters there
can easily form it for a lifetime. When the facts of salvation history are introduced in early childhood and in an appropriate form, this may
easily lay a foundation for a saintly life.”

“Once while Edith was visiting the cathedral of Frankfurt, a woman with a market basket entered and knelt down in one of the pews to pray
briefly. This was something entirely new to her, leaving as deep an impression as the university lectures.”

“If the mystery of the cross becomes the inner form of this science, a living energy that allows the soul to be molded by what is received from
this mystery, it turns into a science of the cross . On the contrary, excessive interior preoccupation with one’s own personal concerns can
develop in the course of life into a general indifference to things religious.”

“The entirely comfortable being-at-home in the world, the satiety of pleasures that it offers, the demand for these pleasures and the matter-of-
course consent to these demands—all of this that human nature considers bright daily life—all of this is darkness5 in God’s eyes and
incompatible with the divine light. It has to be totally uprooted if room for God is to be made in the soul. Meeting this demand means engaging
in battle with one’s own nature all along the line, taking up one’s cross and delivering oneself up to be crucified. Holy Father St. John here
invokes the Lord’s saying in this connection: “Whoever does not renounce all that the will possesses cannot be my disciple” [Lk.”

“Previously, perhaps using an Ignatian method, one has exercised the spiritual powers in the hours of meditation—the senses, imagination,
understanding, the will. But now they won’t work. All efforts are in vain. The spiritual practices that up to now have been a source of inner joy
become a torment, intolerably dull and fruitless. But there is no tendency to occupy oneself with worldly things. The soul desires more than all
else to remain still, without bestirring itself, allowing all its faculties to rest.”

“But John himself intuited that readers might find his thought dry or at least troublesome and admitted at the beginning of his Ascent of Mount
Carmel that though the doctrine he was to expound was solid and good for everyone, not everyone would find it easy to take in. “We are not
writing on moral and pleasing topics addressed to the kind of spiritual people who like to approach God along sweet and satisfying paths” (A.
Prol. 8). Yet John advises perseverance and that thereby one will come to understand better, and then to read the work again. As Sr.
Benedicta must have discovered, John becomes clearer and more beneficial and even pleasing to read as one reads more. In Science of the
Cross she gives readers an opportunity to read John of the Cross again but in a different pattern.”

“This inability may be grounded in an inborn dull-mindedness (in the literal sense), or in a general indifference developed in the course of a
lifetime, or finally, in an insensitivity to certain impressions as a result of repeatedly ignoring them.”

“God the Creator is present in each thing and sustains it in existence. He has foreseen each, and knows it through and through with all its
changes and destinies. By the might of his omnipotence he can do with each, at every moment, whatever he pleases. He can leave it to its
own laws and the normal flow of events. He can also intervene with extraordinary measures. God dwells in this manner in every human soul,
also. He knows each one from all eternity, with all the mysteries of her being and every wave that breaks over her life. She is in his power. It
is up to him whether he leaves her to herself and the course of worldly events or whether, with his strong hand, he will interfere in her destiny.
Such a marvel of his power is every rebirth of a soul through sanctifying grace.”

“So he writes for contemplative souls, and at a very particular point along their way he wants to take them by the hand, at a crossroad where
most halt, perplexed, not knowing how to proceed.”

*The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works of Edith Stein Vol. 6) Paperback – February 3, 2003 by Edith Stein (Author), Josephine Koeppel
(Translator) (Author), Dr. L. Gelber (Editor), Romaeus Leuven (Editor)



Monday
10:00 – 11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed

Tuesday
6:30p - 7:15p Mass -  Live-streamed

 Wednesday
6:30p - 7:15p  Mass -  Live-streamed
4:00p – 5:45p  Food Bank (Drive by only)

Thursday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist

Friday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
10:00 –11:45a Food Bank (Drive by only)

Saturday
8:30a - 9:15a Mass -  Live-streamed
9:30a - 9:45a Distribution of Holy Eucharist
5:00p - 6:00p Vigil Mass

Sunday
8:30a – 9:30a Mass (Live-streamed)
11:00 – 12:00p Mass

When Visiting Our Church
Thee chapel is limited to 10 people at one time. Some areas may
be closed or noisy on occasion for maintenance work. Reminder:
the parish phone is answered from  9 AM - 5 PM, Monday through
Friday.
Open Church Hours
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 8 PM
Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM and 2 PM - 8 PM
Sunday 8 AM- 3 PM

New Masks Guidelines for Mass
The Delta variant, which is highly transmissible, is now
widespread across the United States and has quadrupled the
case count this month alone. Reports acknowledge that even
people who have been vaccinated may still transmit the virus and
be infected by this Delta variant. Because of this, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated is masking
guidance, recommending that everyone wear masks in indoor
public spaces – even if they’ve been vaccinated.

Due to the risks of the Delta variant and our desire to protect our
children and the vulnerable in our communities, the Archdiocese
recommends mask wearing during indoor Mass celebrations.
Given the rise in cases, it is also a good time to recall the safety
basics:
▪ Do not come to Mass if you are feeling ill.
▪ Do not come if you have a temperature.
▪ Wash your hands frequently.
▪ Avoid "close contact" with people outside your family, (15 min.
of face-to-face contact within 6 feet of an infected person.
▪ Wear a mask.

Weekly Readings
September 12    24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35

September 13   Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church  1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7-9; Lk 7:1-10

September 14   Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17

September 15   Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

September 16   Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Saint
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-10; Lk 7:36-50

September 17   Friday of the 24th Week in Ordinary Time
1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-10, 17-20; Lk 8:1-3

September 18   Saturday of the 24th Week in Ordinary Time
1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 8:4-15

September 19    25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-6, 8; Jas 3:16—4:3; Mk 9:30-37

Prayer for Rain
As the West continues to experience severe drought in many parts of
the region, which is leading to depleted water supplies, water
restrictions, forest fires and more hardships, the Metropolitan
Archbishops from Los Angeles to Anchorage are asking everyone to
prayerfully implore the Lord to send us rain.

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, grant us
sufficient rain,so that, being supplied with what sustains us in this
present life,we may seek more confidently what sustains us for

eternity. Heavenly Father, we beg your protection,save us from the
perils of drought and fire,so that we may continue to serve you in

good health, safety, and peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

God, forever and ever. Amen.

Adapted Collect from the Roman Missal

Eucharistic Adoration Schedule
Sunday:
12:00 AM to 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM
Monday:
5:00 AM to 6:00 PM; 7:00 PM to 11:59 PM
Tuesday:
4:00 AM to 6:00 PM; 7:00 PM to 11:59 PM
Wednesday:
12:00 AM to 6:00 PM; 7:00 PM to 11:59 PM
Thursday:
4:00 AM to 8:00 AM; 9:00 AM to 11:59 PM
Friday:
5:00 AM to 8:00 AM; 9:00 AM to 11:59 PM
Saturday:
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM; 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM;
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM; 10:00 PM to 11:59 PM



Faith Formation Programs
Back to School!!  It's been
a challenging year and a half but
we are set to begin on September
13th!  We have a few spots left in
each session (MWF 3's & 4's, TTh
3's, M-Th Pre-K). If you are
interested in enrolling your child
for 2021-2022 please email Abbie

Nelson at sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com

Our Baptism Classes Are
Currently on Hold.
Please contact Teresa Wright at
sstm.baptism@gmail.com for an
alternative format. She will send
information on how to complete
the classwork as well as forms to
complete and documents you
must provide. Once you have completed preparation your family
will be put on our waiting list. We regret that we cannot guarantee
when we will be able to schedule your child's baptism. Thank you
for your kind patience.

Parents:  Please sign-up for Flocknote
so you can get program and parish news,
as well as emergency updates!  To sign
up for Flocknote, go to the first page of
our website: ststephenslife.com.  Look at
the dark green section on the left side of
the page.

Adult Bible Study Fall 2021:
Are you ready to study the Bible?  Come join us!   We begin our fall session on September 21, 2021.
We will be studying Hebrews: The New and Eternal Covenant from Ascension Press.  Currently, we
have three Bible study sessions.  We have two sessions meeting Tuesday morning, one on Zoom and
one at church.  We have a third session meeting at church on Tuesday evening.   (We have not had
enough interest in an evening Zoom Bible study to offer one.  If that changes, we will adjust.)  The
morning sessions begin at 9:20 am, and the evening session begins at 6:30 pm.  Each session lasts
approximately two hours.  We’d love to see you at any of them!  Our September 7th registration
deadline has closed.  We are accepting late registrations from September 8-14 the cost is $40.00.  We
cannot guarantee a book by September 21 with late registration.  Registration is closed after

September 14. To access the online registration, go to https://ststephenslife.com/bible-study.  For more information or help with registration
contact: Karen Buchert at kasbuchert@comcast.net or the Faith Formation office at sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com or 253-631-6175, ext. 115.

Our Fall 2021 K-12th Grade
August 31st registration window has
closed.  We are accepting late
registration and to guarantee your
child a book you need to register by
September 18th.  To register online
go to our website at: https://ststephenslife.com/fall-2020-registration-
children-and-teens. Please watch for emails from our team and keep
an eye on the bulletin for updates. We will continue to follow the
Archdiocesan safety guidelines. For questions contact our Faith
Formation office at sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com.  We’re excited to see
you this year!

Why Become a Catholic?
Join Us for Inquiry Sessions Starting
Tuesday, Sept 21st!  Do you or
someone you know wish to learn about
the Catholic faith and receive the
Sacraments of Initiation?
INQUIRY SESSIONS are for
▪ Those who want to learn about the
Catholic faith.
▪ Those in other faith traditions who are
interested in joining the Catholic Church.
▪ Adult Catholics who have not received
all their Sacraments.
Inquiry Sessions for RCIA are Tuesdays,
7:00pm - 9:00pm in the parish Social
Hall  (will meet all covid-19 restrictions/
guidelines). If you have any questions,
please contact, Anne Merklin,
sstmassociate@gmail.com or call the
parish office at 253-480-7108.

School Supplies If any parishioner  has children in need of school supplies, Outreach will try to assist. Please
advise what is needed and the approximate cost. Send requests to Darlene:  darsimpson@gmail.com  or via
text : 206-369-1869.



.

If you have any questions, please contact, Anne Merklin, sstmassociate@gmail.com
or call the parish office at 253-480-7108, ext. 126.

Those who want to learn about the Catholic faith.
Those in other faith traditions who are interested in joining the Catholic Church.

Adult Catholics who have not received all their Sacraments.



Girlfriends - Please join the Girlfriends at our upcoming events.   All women (age 18+) are
invited! The Lit & Lattes group is meeting virtually via Zoom. The next virtual gathering will be
Tuesday, Sept 14th to discuss American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. New members are welcome
to join in the Zoom call! Please contact Vicki at vkennerud@comcast.net to RSVP or for any
questions.

Grief Support Ministry
If you are grieving the death of a loved one, come find strength and compassion with the St.
Stephen’s Virtual Grief Support Meeting on Sunday, September 19th at 1:00pm. Our topic will
be “Stages and Tasks of Successful Grieving" and “The Anger Within.” For more information
and to register, please contact Sharon Rasmussen at srasmussen910@yahoo.com. “God, the
Father of compassion encourages us in our every affliction, so that we may encourage those
who are in affliction.” 2 Corinthians 1: 2, 3

A Great Big Thank-You to St. Stephen the Martyr Knights of Columbus who heard the
call to serve and graciously donated their coffee and donuts proceeds from the weekend of
August 22 to the Respect Life Ministry Boots and Shoes fundraiser. They graciously gave of
themselves and helped us toward our goal to put boots and shoes on every child being helped
by our Gabriel Project/PREPARE Ministry.

St. Stephen Housing Association  St. Stephen Housing is in need of twin and full size
mattresses and box springs. They should be gently used, with some life left in them! We also
need simple metal bed frames (no wooden frames please). Please email us at
office@ststephenhousing.org or call 253-638-9798 if you have a bed to donate. We will come to
you and pick up. Thank you!

September 12 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: In today’s Gospel Jesus says
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” The
cross of Jesus and the crosses of his members can evangelize us: the sick, who bear illness
with courage; the grieving, who hope against hope; the dying, who clearly trust in the
resurrection; the suffering of our poor brothers and sisters who are hungry and homeless, but
who still trust in God’s love. Have you considered answering the call to help serve our neighbors
in need  byneed by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  Contact China Krismer at
china@Khouseagent.com for more information.

LIFE CHAIN  2:00 –3:30 Sunday,
October 3:30 Sunday, October 3:30
Sunday, October 3rd   RENTON,
Rainier Ave S at SW Sunset Blvd/S
3rd Street. LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful
and prayerful public witness of pro-life
Americans standing for one hour
praying for our nation and for an end to
abortion. It is a visual statement of
solidarity by the Christian community
that abortion kills children and that  the
Church supports the sanctity of human life from the moment of conception.
▪ Stand with thousands of pro-lifers throughout the USA! Be a light in a darkened world as you
Help put an end to abortion through prayer!
▪ Bring the whole family! Rain or shine!
▪ Water, lawn chairs, umbrellas and strollers are welcome!
▪ Signs proclaim "Abortion Kills Children," "Adoption, the   Loving Option," "Jesus Forgives &
Heals," "Lord, Forgive Us and Our Nation," "Abortion Hurts Women," "El Aborto Mata Ninos,"
"Life—the Inalienable Right" and "Pray to End Abortion."
▪ Stand 10 feet apart. Do not park in front of an open business.
Signs at site. Questions? Bernie Wittgens 206-427-6085



New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com. Registration forms
are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM
on the Friday a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish
are welcome, however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration are
required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults desiring to become Catholic, including those needing baptism. Contact Anne Merklin
253-631-1940 ext 126. sstmassociate@gmail.com

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943 Ten digit phone numbers listed below are direct lines.

Pastor Fr. Edward G. White            For Fr. Ed contact his assistant, Betty Mencke 253-480-7103 (100)
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo       sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Deacon Dec.Ike Tarabi       ike.tarabi@outlook.com
Dir. of Parish Operations Tom Jones 253-480-7114 (103)  stm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin  253-480-7108  (126)  sstmassociate@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson  253-480-7121  (127)  darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke  253-480-7103  (100)  bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart   253-480-7115  (102)  sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker  253-480-7116  (106)  mariheutmaker@gmail.com
Bookkeeper Debbie Blakey  253-480-7113  (101)  sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson  253-480-7120  (129)  sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist  253-480-7110  (113)  sstm.youth@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg  253-480-7107  (121)  billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright  253-480-7106  (120)  sstm.baptism@gmail.com
Little Saints Preschool Director  Abbie Nelson  253-480-7105  (123)  sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo  253-631-6175  (115)  sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
Child Care Nursery Liese Diachenko       StStephensChildCare@gmail.com.
St Stephen Housing Association   253-480-7122 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP  Help-Line   206-767-6449
Custodial Support Brian Guenther, Soo Kim      briang.sstm@gmail.com

Praying For Sick
Marie Peacock Albers, Nela Pacleb, Irene Bauman, JoAnna Bailey, Jim Dougherty, Brian W. French, Lydia Franada, Chad Horky, Mary Byersdorf,

Leila Abada, Kelley Chazes, April Sedall, Nicole Paulsen, Shelby Talley, Christina Rafferty, Antonio San, Nicolas Nenita, San Nicolas, Rolf Ju,
Emelita Joyosa, Leonora Bernabe, James Vaccaro, Marlene Hill, Teresa Wright, Precilla Del Rosario, Yvonne (Dawn) Kunkle,

Jesse Boyovich, Jan Sykes, Joel Rivera, Julie Fernandez, Saksithan Hak, Lan Buck, Joshua Hecox, Rose Herlya, Manny Gutierrez, JJ Conavad,
Adam Bynum, Xavier Mascaren, Ester Hansen, Henry de Guzman, Nicomedes Rodriguez, Molly Dinsmore, Baby Nyhla Wallace, Angelina Rivera,

Alexander, Charito Rubis Galindo, Diachenko, Art Condes, Leticia Dela Cruz Reyes, Douk Ko, Nick Montecalvo, Joe Buss,   Bernadette DeMarc, Jim
Steckler, Felix Tarnate Jr, Marcia Hall, Cesar Anselmo, Dennis Anonuevo, Magnosita Manjares, Olivia Francisco Parnell, Gabriel Schafer

Serving in the Military
Captain Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,

Zenaida Roth, Sydney Munn, Daniel Dobbs Japan, Joey Buslon  Poland
Deaths

Molly Douglas, Jerry Mayer, Amparo Lopez, Rodney MaxieJohn McEnroe, Ely Castro, Marie Anderson, Mother of Carol Williams, Bill Pie’ Sr.,
Wayne Delahanty, Ben Castillo, Rolando Valdez, Adrian Abada, Thelma Varona, Thomas Goff Sr., German Amador II

To add names to the box, please email ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain, please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion Project Rachel is offering a new virtual healing program via ZOOM in
response to the cancellation of regular healing retreats during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you are hurting from the results of an
abortion, come and find healing and God’s loving grace. “My burden is lifted and my heart feels life in it again. My promise to God is

to never walk this road of brokenness again.” - Testimonial     Call Julie 206-920-6413, JulieE@ccsww.org
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services                                                              You are loved with an everlasting love!
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