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Listing of Parish Staff on the back inside page

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM  Sunday
8:30,11:00 AM and 7:00* PM
(*Summer Mass Time. Move to 5:00 PM Sept. 11)
Reconciliation: Friday at 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00
PM or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Eucharistic Adoration See Calendar pg 2

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 4, 2022



                            If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother,
                          wife and children, brothers and sisters,

                         and even his own life,
                           he cannot be my disciple.

Jesus does not mean emotional hatred when he speaks so strongly about the demands of discipleship. In Hebrew, the word
for hatred used here means more like “to love less comparatively.” We are called to love God more than family, more than
possessions, more than our very selves. This is the love that we must cultivate as disciples.
Does this mean we don’t love our family? No, we should, we must. The Scripture says that we must “honor our father and mother.” Love for
family, love for anyone, in fact, must be held in the context of loving God. We must even love our neighbor AS Jesus loved us, which means
totally, but never absent from an ultimate relationship with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
St. Bernard says, “Let Love conquer love.” This means that Love, God Himself, can conquer all our loves in this life, both justified and
superfluous. Love, God Himself, is meant to govern us. When we allow God to govern us, all our little loves fall into place and we end up
“hating,” meaning “loving less,” all these creatures that could otherwise distract us from God.
The Bishop of Assisi once said to Francis, “I think your life is too hard, too rough. You don’t possess anything in this world.” And Francis replied,
“If we had possessions, we would need weapons to defend them. They are frequently a source of quarrels and lawsuits. Possessions usually
prove to be an obstacle in one’s search for God. That is why we do not desire temporal goods.” (From: https://padrepiodevotions.org/padre-pios-
words/words-of-st-francis/)

Mass on the Grass

Our Mass on the Grass falls on September 11th, with a special remembrance of our first responders who risk and offer their lives for the well-
being of others. While all who allow their lives to be governed by love live sacrificially, first responders have potential sacrifice built into their job
description. On September 11th, 2001, many offered their lives along with all the victims of the attack on America.
It was also on this anniversary where the US Consulate in Benghazi, Libya was attacked in 2012, killing four Americans and countless Libyans.
While we grieve these losses, it should become a point of examination for us as Christians on the brokenness in our world. Why so much
emotional hatred? Have we failed to convert the world? Souls in sin need the Gospel.
We can build a better world through the Mass. The Heroic Men ministry has a similar strategy for this very thing: Strengthen the Man,
Strengthen the Family, Strengthen the Church, Transform Society. (https://heroicmen.com/) What strengthens Catholic men and women more
than the Mass? It is here that we gain that overflowing love in our hearts. It is here that we become living tabernacles, even living monstrances,
to reveal the Eucharistic Face of Christ to the world. As the saying goes, you may be the only Gospel someone might read during their lifetime.

Vatican II Said of the Liturgy:

For the liturgy, "through which the work of our redemption is accomplished," most of all in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, is the outstanding
means whereby the faithful may express in their lives, and manifest to others, the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church. It is of
the essence of the Church that she be both human and divine, visible and yet invisibly equipped, eager to act and yet intent on contemplation,
present in this world and yet not at home in it; and she is all these things in such wise that in her the human is directed and subordinated to the
divine, the visible likewise to the invisible, action to contemplation, and this present world to that city yet to come, which we seek. (Sacrosanctum
Concilium, 2)
One aspect of this text that I have been emphasizing lately, and I will share more in the future, is that our “action” is “subordinated…to
contemplation.” This is not just an ideal for our universal Church, but also for our parish and ourselves personally. May Jesus bless us with the
gift of contemplation, that God’s Love might govern us always.

September 4   23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Phmn 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33
September 5   Monday of the 23rd Week in Ordinary Time
1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11
September 6   Tuesday of the 23rd Week in Ordinary Time
1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 6:12-19
September 7   Wednesday of the 23rd Week in Ordinary Time
1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26

September 8   Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6abc; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23
September 9   Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12; Lk 6:39-42
September 10   Saturday of the 23rd Week in Ordinary Time
1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Lk 6:43-49
September 11   24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32

Weekly Readings

Words from Fr. Ed



Adoration Invitation
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at
St. Stephen's is now perpetual! We are
delighted to now have enough
committed Adorers to fill our weekly
schedule! Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is daily from 12:00 am to
Midnight (there is no Adoration during
regularly scheduled Masses). While our
schedule is full, there is still plenty of
room for more people willing to spend
weekly time with Jesus!  For
information, visit the Adoration Table in

the Narthex or see https://ststephenslife.com/eucharistic-adoration.
Contact Tina 206-715-8462 or Bernie 206-427-6085.

Liturgy of the Hours https://ststephenslife.com/holy-mass-live-stream
Mon - Fri   6:30 -7:30 AM  Holy Hour, Office of Reading Morning Prayer
Mon - Fri   12:00 PM       Angelus
Mon - Fri    3:00 PM       Divine Mercy
Mon - Fri    5:30 PM       Evening Prayer
Sat -  Sun   7:30 PM       Evening Prayer

Mass (live-streamed)
Mass
Mass (Summer Mass Time)

Food Bank (Drive by only)
Mass (live-streamed)

Mass (live-streamed)

Campus Crew
Food Bank (Drive by only)
Mass (live-streamed)
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena
Adoration & Reconciliation

Mass (live-streamed)
Apologetics

Mass (live-streamed)
Food Bank (Drive by only)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Mass (live-streamed)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Vigil Mass

Financials - Included are last weekend's collection, the weekend
before, and the fiscal year to date through the last full month.

Sunday September 4
8:30 am-9:30 am
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Monday September 5
10:00 am - 11:45 am
6:30 pm – 7:15 am

Tuesday September 6
6:30 pm – 7:15 pm

Wednesday September 7
8:00 am - 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 5:45 pm
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm
7:15 pm – 7:45 pm
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Thursday September 8
8:30 am – 9:15 am
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

Friday September 9
8:30 am – 9:15 am
10:00 am – 11:45 am
9:00 am – 10:00 am

Saturday September 10
8:30 am – 9:15 am
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Parish

All are Welcome to come for Mass on our front lawn on Sunday,
September 11th at 5:00 PM. Bring your own lawn chair, blanket and
picnic dinner!

Sunday Night Mass Time Change September 11
Please note that on Sunday, September 11th the evening Mass will
move back to it’s normal time of 5:00 PM for the school year. Join
us on the front lawn that evening for Mass on the Grass!

September 4: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel, Jesus lays out the demands of following
him, the great cost of discipleship. The Mission Statement

of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul states: “Vincentians witness God’s
love by embracing all works of charity and justice… the Society makes
no distinction in those served because, in them, Vincentians see the
face of Christ.” Have you considered answering the call to help serve
the poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?



Faith Formation Programs
Faith Formation Fall 2022 K-12th
Grade Registration is now open
from August 14th to September
9th! To register and for updates go
to our website at:
https://ststephenslife.com/fall-2022-

registration-children-and-teens . We need Volunteers!  With covid,
we had to pull back our programs. Now we are starting to do more
in-person programming, but we can’t do that without awesome adults
who are ready to share their faith. Ask in prayer -- are you called to
help in some way? If God says, "Yes!", then let us know. We will find
the right place for you.  We look forward to meeting you! For our
Faith Formation office contact Maria Trejo at
sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com or at (253) 631-6175, ext. 115. For K-5th
grade and our overall Director, contact Shannon Battles at
ststephenskids@gmail.com or at (253) 480-7112. For Youth Ministry
6th-12th grade contact Debbie Blomquist at sstm.youth@gmail.com.

Parents: Please sign-up for Flocknote so you can
get program and parish news, as well as emergency
updates! To sign up for Flocknote, go to bottom of
the first page of our website: ststephenslife.com.

Little Saints Preschool - Director Search It's time to finalize plans for the new school year, yet we continue to
search for our new Little Saints Preschool Director (at St. Stephens)! Community, please join us in praying a
Surrender Novena. You can also recommend potential candidates. Do you know a teacher who's secretly
dreading the start of the new year? Maybe they are being called to a new purpose at Little Saints! To apply: call
Shannon or go to our Recruitment Ad. To pray or recommend, go to our webpage: https://ststephenslife.com/little-
saints-director-search   Contact: Shannon Battles, Director of Youth and Family Ministry, (253) 480-7112,
ststephenskids@gmail.com.

Attention Men! Plans are underway for the return of the fall weekend men’s retreat this October! Mark your
calendar for October 21-23 (Friday night through Sunday noon) at Black Diamond Camps. We are delighted to
announce our Retreat Master will be with the Archdiocese’s new Auxiliary Bishop, Frank R. Schuster! Watch the
bulleting and Weekly Updates for details and registration information.

We Have Met our Annual Catholic Appeal Goal!
A HUGE THANK YOU for your gift to the Annual Catholic appeal,
putting us over our goal and providing funding for driveway entrance
and exit upgrades.As of today 450 families have pledged $189,000
and $17,000 of that will go to our parish project. If you have not
yet pledged, it is not too late. Please prayerfully consider doing so, as
it will benefit our parish in its plan to improve entrance/exit signage
and lighting for our campus. If you cannot make a financial pledge,
please pledge to pray for St. Stephen's and its parishioners. Make

your pledge using this link: https://archseattle.org/give-serve/giving-opportunities/annual-catholic-
appeal/giveaca/ or an envelope found at the ACA table in the Narthex, which may be mailed or
included in the collection.

Adult Bible Study Fall 2022!
Join us on September 20th, as
we begin our fall study featuring
Jesus: The Way, the Truth,
and the Life!!  A 10-week
video study program from

Ascension Press that explores the entirety of Jesus’ life and what he
means for us as Catholics today. Participants will meet every week to
view an engaging video presentation by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, Jeff
Cavins, and Edward Sri, followed by a lively group discussion and
fellowship. Currently, we have two Bible study sessions with the
possibility of a third.  We have one session meeting Tuesday morning
at the church and one session meeting Tuesday evening in the
church. We would love to offer a morning Zoom session, but we need
a volunteer to run it. The morning session begins at 9:20 am, and the
evening session begins at 6:30 pm.  Each session lasts
approximately two hours.  We’d love to see you at one of them!
Register online or with us by September 13th and the cost is
$35.00.  Registration is closed after September 13.  To access the
online registrations, go to https://ststephenslife.com/bible-study.  For
more information or help with registration contact: Karen Buchert at
kasbuchert@comcast.net or the Faith Formation office at
sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com or at (253) 631-6175, ext. 115.

Baptism Classes - In-person classes to prepare for Infant Baptism are now available. The next in-person baptism class
is September 10, 2022, from 9:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. with a one-hour break for lunch. Pre-registration is required to
attend, class size will be limited, and you must have proof of pre-registration to be admitted. Please, only 2 parents, baby,
2 godparents (5 total) per family. Pre-register by calling or emailing Teresa Wright, Pastoral Assistant for Infant Baptism
253-480-7106 or sstm.baptism@gmail.com.

mailto:ststephenskids@gmail.com.
mailto:ststephenskids@gmail.com.
mailto:ststephenskids@gmail.com.


Wondering about Becoming a Catholic Christian?

Do You Know Someone Who Might Be Interested in
Becoming a Catholic Christian?

Join Us for Inquiry Sessions
Starting Tuesday, September 20th; 7-9:00 PM

Inquiry Sessions are the first step in RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). These Sessions are
for adults interested in exploring the Catholic Faith in a non-judgmental atmosphere, these include:

Seeker and Inquirers who want to learn about the Catholic Faith, Traditions and Sacraments.
Adults from other Faith Traditions who are interested in joining the Catholic Church.
Baptized Adult Catholics who have not received all their Sacraments.

Inquiry Sessions are Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00 PM, in the Parish Social Hall and meet current COVID
guidelines. For Information or Questions contact: Anne Merklin at sstmassociate@gmail.com or
253-480-7108 (ext.126)



HELP WANTED - Custodial Position - Custodian Lead Position at St. Stephen the Martyr 5 days a week, 36 hours,
afternoons to evening work hours. Responsibilities include:
▪ Restroom cleaning & supplies
▪ Vacuuming & Garbage/Recycle in our buildings
▪ Event set up & take downs (tables & chairs)
Pay will be based on work experience. Benefits are provided. Applicant should be supportive of the mission of the Church.
Submit your resume to Kim Anderson at sstm.facilities@gmail.com and any questions regarding this custodial position.

Volunteer Opportunity -  The Darling Dusters need someone like YOU to help tidy the church on Monday mornings
starting at 9:00 am.  Please call Sheila at 425-226-7179.

Start Lent 2023 in the Holy Land: The Promise, His Ministry, The Fulfillment!
Join Fr. Victor Olvida and Fr. Mark Kiszelewski, Spiritual Directors, and Kathleen Tansey, Pilgrimage Host, February 27 -
March 10, 2023. Enhance your faith visiting sites such as Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem, Dead Sea
and meeting the people of Israel and Palestine. There is room for just a few more travelers.  Register TODAY:
https://bit.ly/3IphyQ3  Questions? Contact Kathleen at 253-653-6074 or PSJ1350@comcast.co

Healing Mass - God is Calling… All are Welcome! Come and experience God’s supernatural love! Friday, October
28th, 2022 Healing Mass. St Anthony Parish, 416 4th St, Renton, WA 7:00 PM Healing Mass. 6:45 PM Praise & Worship,
followed by a Healing Service, Sacrament of Reconciliation and Prayer Team ministry. Celebrant, Fr Ed White, Pastor, St
Stephen the martyr Church. Concelebrant, Fr. Xavier Bazil HGN, parochial Vicar, St Anthony Parish. Sponor: Friday Night
Prayer Group. For information call: Marilou 206-832-6081 or Christine 425-533-8437.

Please join the Girlfriends at our upcoming events. All women (age 18+) are invited! The Lit & Lattes group is meeting
on Tuesday, September 13th at 7 pm to discuss It Ends with Us by Colleen Hoover. Please RSVP to Vicki Kennerud at
vkennerud@comcast.net  for location details or Zoom link. New members are welcome!

Women's Guild - Welcome back St. Stephen's Women's Guild! This will be our first meeting since the pandemic. All
women of the parish are invited to be part of this wonderful ministry. We serve the Lord and community of St. Stephen's
primarily by hosting funeral receptions. Please join us in the Social Hall on Wednesday, Sept 14th at 9:30 am for
fellowship. Our meeting will follow. Questions? Contact Carol @ 425-255- 8584.

September 2022 Respect Life Month Events - ALL ARE WELCOME! September 1-30 - Prayer Partners stand vigil at
the Cedar River Clinic, 263 Rainier Ave S, Renton. Our goal is to have at least two prayer warriors present at the Renton
Cedar River Clinic from 7:30 am until 7:30 pm, Monday-Saturday. The following are times that are normally covered by
Partners, but you are welcome to join them:
• Wednesdays - ~7:30 am-9:30 am,  ~10-10:15 am-~11-11:15 am
• Thursdays - ~7:30 am-9:30 am, 9:30-10:30 am, 12:00-1:00 pm (The Care Net van is also with us from 9:30 AM-2:30 PM
in the parking lot of the City View church on Thursdays).
• Fridays - ~7:30 am-9:30 am, 11:30 am-12:15 pm
• Saturdays - ~9:45 am-11:30 am
 September 2 - Respect Life Ministry Eucharistic Adoration 6:30 pm-7:30 pm All Life ministries are welcome.  Please come
and pray for LIFE!  Note the New Time.
September 8 - Respect Life Meeting, 7:00pm  Our meeting will be at St Stephen the Martyr Parish in the office workroom.
Questions, email or contact 19jmj54@comcast.net .

Double Feature with Jason Evert! We are excited to announce an incredible event for families, ages 13 and up, that
will take place on Sunday, October 9th, at St. Brendan Catholic Church in Bothell and will feature international speaker
and author, Jason Evert, who has spoken to more than one million teens on the topic of chastity. The event will include a
presentation for teens and parents about dating relationships and God’s plan for human love, followed by a time for
adoration and reconciliation: 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM | Purified for teens & families 13+ 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM | Gender and the
Theology of Your Body for everyone 13+ One Evening - Two Great Events - Come to One Event or Both! We strongly
encourage you not to miss this INCREDIBLE opportunity! Visit chastity.com/event to reserve your ticket.

The Knights of Columbus Council 13374 wishes to pass along the following note of appreciation we
received from the American Wheelchair Mission for your generosity in being able to purchase 10
wheelchairs for this program.“You have allowed us to provide Mobility, Dignity & Independence to people
with physical disabilities. Because of people like you, we are able to Answer Prayers, Provide Hope, and
Make Dreams Come True!” Be a part of this exciting ministry!  Spread the Word of God through acts of

charity with the Knights of Columbus while enjoying the comradery of the brotherhood of Knights. All Catholic men aged 18
and over are eligible to join the Knights of Columbus. See any Knight or go to www.KOFC13374.com for information on
how to join.

▪ Inventory of supplies for cleaning & kitchen items
▪ Work closely with fellow staff & parishioners
▪ Security lockup of Campus

mailto:PSJ1350@comcast.com
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New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com. Registration forms
are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in. Bulletin Notices: The article deadline is 12:00 PM
on the Friday a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish
are welcome, however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration are
required before a date can be set. Contact Teresa Wright for details concerning marriage at (253) 631-6175, Ext. 120.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults desiring to become Catholic, including those needing baptism. Contact Anne Merklin
253-631-1940 ext 126. sstmassociate@gmail.com

Pastor Fr. Edward G. White            For Fr. Ed contact his assistant, Betty Mencke 253-480-7103 (100)
Parochial Vicar Fr. Robert Antony   253-480-7111 (132)  sstm.fatherrobert@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo       sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Deacon Dec.Ike Tarabi       ike.tarabi@outlook.com
Dir. of Parish Operations Tom Jones 253-480-7114 (103)  sstm.tjones@gmail.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin  253-480-7108  (126)  sstmassociate@gmail.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson  253-480-7121  (127)  darsimpson@gmail.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke  253-480-7103  (100)  bettymencke@gmail.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart   253-480-7115  (102)  sstm.liturgy@gmail.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker  253-480-7116  (106)  sstm.mari@gmail.com
Bookkeeper Debbie Blakey  253-480-7113  (101)  sstmbookkeeping@gmail.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson  253-480-7120  (129)  sstm.facilities@gmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  ststephenskids@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Debbie Blomquist  253-480-7110  (113)  sstm.youth@gmail.com
Young Adult Ministry/Talents Ministry    Beth Nieva                     sstm.bethn@gmail.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg  253-480-7107  (121)  billswedberg@gmail.com
Baptism & Marriage Teresa Wright  253-480-7106  (120)  sstm.baptism@gmail.com
Little Saints Preschool  Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  sstm.littlesaints@gmail.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo  253-631-6175  (115)  sstm.yfmoffice@gmail.com
St Stephen Housing Association   253-480-7122 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP  Help-Line   206-767-6449
Custodial Support Soo Kim

Praying For Sick
Renato Desiderio, Jim Steckler

 If you or a loved one would like to be included in the bulletin listing please contact Betty Mencke at 253-631-1940.
Recent Deaths

Larry Kelly, Karen Gorg, Ann Erhart, Margie Voountarioso, Paulo Falaniko, Rita Canine, Tom Thiel, Maria Soto, Pat O’Connell, Joan Sevigny, Thomas
Lorezca, Maria Coluccio, Joseph Marci, Adrian Perez, Walter Joseph Koczor, brother of Mary Kasprzyk, Terry Strom, Rose Heryla, Mary Ann Schofield,

Violeta Castaneda

Serving in the Military
Captain Patrick Warfel, Captain Philip Clay LT Luke Carpenter (deployed) Stephen Snelling, Jack Cullers US,  Zenaida Roth,

Daniel Dobbs Japan, Joey Buslon  Poland

To add names to the box, please email ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain, please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion The Lord sets prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind. The Lord raises
up those who are bowed down. - Psalm 146: 7-8 When thoughts come to your mind regarding the day you were involved in an abortion
decision, do they make you feel blind to hope, entrapped in regret and burdened with shame? Call for a compassionate, confidential

conversation, and be free again. Registering now for our Virtual Healing Series. English: (206) 920-6413 / Español: (206)-450-7814  Email
projectrachel@ccsww.org Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or www.facebook.com/projectrachelww Project Rachel is a program of Catholic
Community Services.  You are loved with an everlasting love!

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943 Ten digit phone numbers listed below are direct lines.
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