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Faith Formation (253) 631-6175

13055 SE 192nd Street Renton, WA 98058
www.ststephenslife.com

Listing of Parish Staff on the back inside page

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM  Sunday
8:30,11:00 AM and 5:30 PM (Note Time Change)
Reconciliation: Friday: 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration - See pg 2

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 24, 2023



Weekly Readings
Sept 24   Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a
Sept 25   Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time
Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18
Sept 26   Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 8:19-21
Sept 27   Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest
Ezr 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2-4abefghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6

Sept 28   Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time
Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a-9b; Lk 9:7-9
Sept 29   Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, & Raphael, Archangels
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51
Sept 30   Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b-45
Oct 1   Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts;

let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways

and my thoughts above your thoughts.
Is 55:6-9

The Lord is near to all who call upon him. (18a)

I was recently at the Carmelite convent in Seattle and hoped to see one of our parishioners who has just been clothed as a novice. To
speak with her I went to the “turn”, a large rotating cylinder built into the wall by which one can pass items into the sisters who are cloistered. At
the turn, I was able to speak through the speaker box to a sister on the other side, who was given permission to let our little sister, Maria

Carmela of Divine Mercy, out to the parlor to speak to me. What a privilege.
The turn represents the transformation that happens when we turn to God. He

is rich in mercy and desires to sanctify us. Our readings encourage us to seek the
Lord. Jesus promises that those who seek, find. It’s really a simple move to turn and
seek the Lord. He’s right there. As our responsorial psalm affirms, “The Lord is near
to all who call upon Him.” It’s important for us to make a habit of turning to Him
rather than the world, rather than to ourselves, rather than to deceptive habits and
addictions that are inspired by the devil.

This habit of turning to God is developed through prayer. It may begin with
formal prayers like the Our Father or the Rosary. It continues with spontaneous
invocations throughout the day on any subject whatever. I like to use the Jesus
Prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

Structured prayer and spontaneous prayer form a habit of more and more constancy in turning to the Lord as our first reflex.
I was listening to some of the 9/11 stories on the anniversary of that tragic event. It was amazing to me both the blasphemous swearing that

came out of people’s mouths as well as the beautiful prayers. One woman who escaped the building cried out when all seemed lost, “I can’t do
this, Lord, you have to take over.” And He did. Another man, when rescued, exclaimed, “Alleluia!” Jesus said, “The good person out of the good
treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the
mouth speaks.”

What have we filled our hearts with, blasphemy or praise? Today is the day to fill our hearts with praise and gratitude. Don’t wait for
tomorrow.

Partners

This week begins our listening sessions on the Partners in the Gospel process that will unite parishes and their resources, both human and
material. The Archdiocese is announcing the proposed parish “families” on the 23rd, so you may have already heard our current family
configuration. The Archbishop would like to hear from you of any advantages or disadvantages you might see in this combination. Parishioners
know their parishes. Please lend your voice to this consultation. Our sessions will be on:

Wednesday, September 27, 7:30 pm
Friday, October 6, 6:30 pm
Sunday, October 8, 1:00 pm

In the meantime, please turn to the Lord and pray for the Holy Spirit to govern this process:
Send your Holy Spirit upon us that we might encounter your Son anew and become more effective partners in sharing the Good News of

His saving love.

Words from Fr. Ed

Tuesday, October 10, 1:00 pm
Saturday, October 14, 7:00 pm



Adoration Invitation
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at St.
Stephen's is now perpetual!
• Jesus is exposed daily from midnight to
midnight
• No adoration during regularly scheduled
Masses
• To sign up or for more information: visit the
website: https://ststephenslife.com/eucharistic-

adoration or visit the adoration table in the Narthex after Mass. All
hours have room for more adorers. Call one of the coordinators: Tina
(206) 715-8462 or Bernie (206) 427-6085

Liturgy of the Hours https://ststephenslife.com/holy-mass-live-stream
Mon - Fri   6:30 -7:30 AM  Holy Hour, Office of Reading Morning Prayer
Mon - Fri   12:00 PM       Angelus
Mon - Fri    3:00 PM       Divine Mercy
Mon - Fri    5:30 PM       Evening Prayer
Sat -  Sun   7:30 PM       Evening Prayer

Parish Calendar

Parish Financials - Included are last weekend's collection, the week-
end before, and the fiscal year to date through the last full month.

Maui Relief  The USCCB currently recommends two opportunities to
donate to Maui wildfire relief efforts. The Hawaii Catholic community
foundation, tinyurl.com/MauiCatholic and Catholic charities Hawaii,
catholiccharitieshawaii.org/maui-relief.

Sunday September 24
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
11:00 am –12:00 pm Mass
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Mass
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Apologetics
Monday September 25
9:00 am – 9:30 am  Darling Dusters
10:00 am – 11:45 am Food Bank (drive by only)
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  St Vincent de Paul Society
6:30 pm – 7:15 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
Tuesday September 26
9:00 am – 11:30 am Scripture Study
6:30 pm – 7:15 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  Scripture Study
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm  Finance Council
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  RCIA - Inquiry Sessions
Wednesday September 27
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Campus Crew
10:00 am – 10:45 am Rosary Group
4:00 pm – 5:45 pm  Food Bank (drive by only)
6:30 pm – 6:45 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
7:15 pm – 7:45 pm  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena
7:30 pm – 8:30 pm  Sacred Story
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Young Adult Group
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Partners in the Gospel Input Session
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Adoration & Reconciliation
Thursday September 28
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Encounter Ministry
7:00 pm - 7:30 pm Precious Blood of Jesus devotion
Friday September 29
6:30 am –7:30 am  Men’s Prayer/Reflection (Doors open at 6:15)
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
9:00 am – 10:00 am Sacrament of Reconciliation
10:00 am – 11:45 am Food Bank (Drive by only)
Saturday September 30
7:30 am – 8:30 am  Exodus 90 in Social Hall
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 pm – 6:15 pm  Vigil Mass

Are You, or Someone you Know Someone
Interested in Becoming a Catholic Christian?

Join Us for Inquiry Sessions
Tuesday Evenings 7:00-9:00 PM in Room 124

Inquiry Sessions are the first step in RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). These Sessions are for adults interested in exploring the

Catholic Faith in a non-judgmental atmosphere, these include:
▪ Seeker and Inquirers who want to learn about the Catholic Faith,
Traditions and Sacraments.
▪ Adults from other Faith Traditions who are interested in joining the
Catholic Church.
▪ Baptized Adult Catholics who haven’t received all their Sacraments.

For Information or Questions contact: Anne Merklin at
AMerklin@ststephenslife.com  or 253-480-7108  (126)
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Faith Formation Programs

Terrific Tuesdays Meals  -  “Sit down” dinners at St. Stephens are starting again on Tuesday Sept. 26. The
dinners are only at St. Stephens the last Tuesday of the month from 6:00-6:45 pm. Cleanup will begin promptly at
6:45 so Scripture Study can use the hall at 7:15 pm.

Life Chain 2023, Sunday October 1
Come be a part of this family event!

St. Stephen the Martyr Respect Life Ministry
is the local sponsor of the 36th annual Life
Chain! Each year, Life Chain form in cities na-
tionwide to make a public, prayerful, peaceful
stand for Life. We'll stand on the four corners of
Rainer Ave & S. Third St. Approved signs will be
provided. Chairs, umbrellas, and strollers are
welcome.

When: Sunday October 1st 2:00-3:30pm
Where:  Rainer Ave at S. Third St., Renton, WA
For more info, visit with Bernie: 206-427-6085

Registration is Open for Fall Classes!
Grow closer to Jesus, meet new families, make new friends!

Children and Families (K-5th Grade)
This year, we provide onsite classes, family learning & activities, family
Mass, and at-home learning. On-site classes are once/month on
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm. We’re also adding community nights for
families (all parish) on Friday nights!

If you’re interested in First Sacraments (Baptism, First
Reconciliation, First Eucharist), follow the link to our webpage.
The program will be the same as above, plus more! There are
prerequisites for First Sacraments and you will use a different
registration form. (Our website will guide you.) To learn more and
register, visit: https://ststephenslife.com/elementary-programs

Teens (6th-8th Grade)
Get ready for a great year!  Teens sign up for EDGE (6th-8th) or LIFE TEEN (9th-12th).  Both programs will be on Sundays, trading off every
other week.  (Look for a new kind of schedule.) We have a lot of fun things planned, and we’re ready to help you know our Lord, walking out your
faith in you heart and with your friends!  Once a month, we’ll host an awesome night for – and with – your  parents. (Last year, these nights were
so good!)  If you’re interested in Confirmation, request it on your registration when you sign up for EDGE or Life Teen. (These programs are
required to be part of Confirmation.) Whether you’re “All-In” or “Just Watching to See How Things Go,”  be sure to register so you don’t miss out!
To learn more and register, go to our web-pages: For EDGE visit https://ststephenslife.com/edge.  For LIFE TEEN visit
https://ststephenslife.com/life-nights).

Youth Ministry is Underway!
All teens in middle school or confirmation are welcome to attend EDGE this week from
3:00-5:00 pm. Attendance is mandatory for all teens in confirmation. Please note that we will
first meet in the Narthex, not the social hall. Teens in high school will gather for the next
Life Teen session on Sunday Oct. 1.

Baptism Classes In-person classes to prepare for Infant Baptism are now available. Pre-registration is required to
attend. Class size will be limited, and you must have proof of pre-registration to be admitted. Please, only 2 parents, baby,
2 godparents (5 total) per family. Pre-register by calling (253) 480-7106 or emailing Ellen Golden at
egolden@ststephenslife.com.



Partners in the Gospel Parishioner
Feedback Sessions Scheduled
Join a partners in The Gospel input session now through
October 14th. As part of the partners in the gospel, the
proposed list of Parish families has been released by the
Archdiocese of Seattle. We invite you to join us for an input
session to discern our proposed Parish family, discuss and
provide feedback. Now it's time to hear from you! Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend one of these Parish
sessions at St Stephen the Martyr:

Pre-registration appreciated by not required. Go to
https://ststephens.flocknote.com/signup/136681

Sessions Schedule
Wednesday Sept. 27th 7:30 p.m. after Faith formation class.
Friday Oct. 6th 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 8th 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday Oct. 10th 1:00 p.m.
Saturday Oct. 14th 7:00 p.m.

New Women’s Program at St Stephen’s!

Women of Grace
A Powerful Women’s Catholic Study

Coming to Our Parish!
This eight week study program will run 7:30-9:00 PM, every
Monday evening from Oct 2nd to November 20th.

The mission of Women of Grace® is to transform the world one
woman at a time by affirming women in their dignity and
vocation as daughters of God and in their gift of authentic
femininity™ through ongoing spiritual formation. Exploring all
aspects of the “feminine genius,” Women of Grace® promotes
the dignity of woman, the gift of true womanhood, woman’s
fundamental call and mission in the world, and presents the
Blessed Virgin Mary as the exemplar of all women.

Cost $35 for materials. Please register at
https://ststephenslife.com/women-of-grace
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September 24: Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - On September 27, the Church celebrates the feast of St.
Vincent de Paul, who knew that “God had sent him to bring good news to the poor.” Together with your gifts, the
members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue his work and mission in our parish. Thank you for supporting our
ministry last Sunday when you purchased coffee & donuts. 100% of the proceeds went directly to our neighbor in need.

Faith Insights from Bishop Fulton Sheen - Loving Both How can one love self without being selfish? How can
one love others without losing yourself? The answer is: By loving both self and neighbor in God. It is His love that makes
us love both self and neighbor rightly.

Darling Dusters - We Need Your Help!  The Darling Dusters, who serve the church by helping to keep it neat and tidy,
need more helpers.  Please join us for an hour on Mondays, starting at 9 am.  If you are interested in serving in this
ministry, please call Betty in the church office (253-631-1940).

St Anthony School  - Now Enrolling: St. Anthony School  - Are you interested in your child receiving a mission-
based,community-focused Catholic education? For nearly 100 years, St. Anthony School has educated the whole
child to better the world and serve others. We still have spot available in all grades for this upcoming school
year, 2023-2024 and will continue to register through fall. Please visit our website at www.sasr.org or
email Jean Dang at dang@sasr.org to set up a school tour or to learn more info.

Gabriel-PREPRES volunteers will meet Tuesday, Sept 19 after 6:30pm Mass in the Outreach dining room.  Please
RSVP to Kathleen psj1350@comcast.net
4000+ diapers (over 100 boxes) of diapers and 50+ packages of wipes are given out monthly by St Stephen Food
Pantry and Gabriel-PREPARES team. We are in great need of size 5 and 6 diapers as babies use those sizes from 6
months to 26 months.  Please bring donations to narthex.

Curious about Home-schooling?  It’s not too late to join the Home-school Co-op at St. Stephen the Martyr.  We
meet on Thursdays for Mass and classes to grow our faith.  We are currently serving students K-10.  For more
information email sstm.homeschool@gmail.com

Missionary Update: Thank you to our parishioners. This writer is remiss in sharing the results of the February
fundraiser that rebuilt the walls of the elementary wing of St. Camillus School in Uganda. Fr. Martin sent photos and
videos of the process of building and a heartfelt video of the students extending their thanks. You can access their
expression of gratitude here: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079341623574

St Stephen Housing Association - SAVE THE DATE! After a 3 year hiatus, St. Stephen Housing will again be host-
ing the "Hope for Housing" fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 4, in the St Stephen the Martyr Social Hall. Please join us for a
night of fine wines, delectable appetizers, an exciting silent auction, and the musical talents of Steve Olson. Get your
tickets today by visiting our website at www.ststepenhousing.org. Hope to see you there!

Eucharistic Minister Training September 30th - Eucharistic Ministers assist the Priests in serving the Precious Body
and Blood of Jesus to their fellow parishioners at Mass. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry and the
upcoming training, please email Janet at jstewart@ststephenslife.com.

Our Lady of Fatima. Procession Please Join Us to the 2023 Public Square Rosary Crusade for Our Lady of Fatima.
When: Sunday, October 15th at noon... After the 11:00 am Mass
Where: St. Stephen the Martyr Parish, 13055 SE 192nd St., Renton, WA 98058
Assembly Place: Our Lady’s Grotto
Why: “Public Prayer is far more powerful than private prayer to call down on
God’s mercy in times of tragedy and suffering.” - St. Louis the Montfort.
Bonus: Free Our Lady of Fatima Photos to the early attendees.
Please contact us for any questions: Alicia Gilson - 425 241 6411, Bernadette Baldonado -
206 383 8413, Rosemarie Tugublimas - 425 269 7506
Invite friends and family to pray, sing and testify together!! Coordinated nationally by: America Needs Fatima
Wearing of face masks and social distancing are recommended, but not mandatory. Thank you.

Join the National Eucharistic Revival - The United States' Conference of Catholic bishops has laid down a three
year National Eucharistic Revival that began last year 2022 and will go through 2024.  We are all invited to participate in
this effort to renew the whole church beginning with YOU! How to join: Begin by prayer. To to start the 9 day Novena go
to https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/get-involved. For resources visit https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/learn-resources
Spread the word about the Revival to all your family and friends! If you would like to help with the Eucharistic Revival in
our parish, please contact Niña de Jesus at ndejesus@ststephenslife.com.

mailto:sstm.homeschool@gmail.com
mailto:cantu@sasr.org.


New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com. Registration forms
are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in. Bulletin Notices: The content deadline is 12:00 PM
on the Friday a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish
are welcome, however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration are
required before a date can be set. Contact See contact information above to reach a Staff person for Marriage or Baptism.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults desiring to become Catholic, including those needing baptism. Contact Anne Merklin
253-631-1940 ext 126. sstmassociate@gmail.com

Pastor Fr. Edward G. White            For Fr. Ed contact his assistant, Betty Mencke 253-480-7103 (100)
Parochial Vicar Fr. Robert Antony   253-480-7111 (132)  FatherRobert@ststephenslife.com
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo       sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Deacon Dec.Ike Tarabi       ike.tarabi@outlook.com
Director of Parish Operations Tom Jones 253-480-7114 (103)  tjones@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin  253-480-7108  (126)  AMerklin@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson  253-480-7121  (127) Dsimpson@ststephenslife.com
Outreach Ministry Assistant Lisa Grigaliunas  253-480-7109  lgrigaliunas@ststephenslife.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke  253-480-7103  (100)  bmencke@ststephenslife.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart   253-480-7115  (102)  JStewart@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker  253-480-7116  (106)  Mheutmaker@ststephenslife.com
Bookkeeper Debbie Blakely  253-480-7113  (101)  DBlakely@ststephenslife.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson  253-480-7120  (129)  KAnderson@ststephenslife.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  SBattles@ststephenslife.com
Youth Ministry  Michael Joseph   253-480-7110  (113)  mjoseph@ststephenslife.com
Young Adult Ministry/Talents Ministry    Beth Nieva   253-480-7105  (123) bnieva@ststephenslife.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg  253-480-7107  (121)  bswedberg@ststephenslife.com
Marriage & Child Baptism Prep Ellen Golden  253 480-7106 egolden@ststephenslife.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo  253-631-6175  (115) MTrejo@ststephenslife.com
Choir Director Nina DeJesus   253-236-2882  (137)  ndejesus@ststephenslife.com
St Stephen Housing Association   253-480-7122 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP  Help-Line   206-767-6449
Lead Custodian Luke Sanchez       Lsanchez@ststephenslife.com

Praying For Sick
Renato Desiderio, Linda Marie Parker, Grace Ragonesi,Kelley Chaves,  Angelina Rivera, Leila Rivera-Abada,  Jojo Castillo, Al Gasak, God

Father of Nathan Ingraham
 If you or a loved one would like to be included in the bulletin listing please contact Betty Mencke at 253-631-1940.

Recent Deaths
Joseph Marci, Adrian Perez, Terry Strom, Rose Heryla,  Jim Steckler,  Violeta Castaneda, Mary Claire Duncan and Adrian Abada, Robert Paulsen,

Ingeborg Hoffman (Brier), Kay Boyle, sister of Mike Nolan

Serving in the Military
Captain Philip Clay, LT Luke Carpenter (deployed), Jack Cullers US, Zenaida Roth, Joey Buslon Poland, Pv. 2

Anthony Vogeler, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs

To add names to the box, please email ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain, please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion The Lord sets prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind. The Lord raises
up those who are bowed down. - Psalm 146: 7-8.  When thoughts come to your mind regarding the day you were involved in an abortion
decision, do they make you feel blind to hope, entrapped in regret and burdened with shame? Call for a compassionate, confidential

conversation, and be free again. Registering now for our Virtual Healing Series. English: (206) 920-6413 / Español: (206)-450-7814  Email
projectrachel@ccsww.org Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or www.facebook.com/projectrachelww Project Rachel is a program of Catholic
Community Services.  You are loved with an everlasting love!

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943 Ten digit phone numbers listed below are direct lines.
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