
Parish Office (253) 631-1940
Faith Formation (253) 631-6175

13055 SE 192nd Street Renton, WA 98058
www.ststephenslife.com

Listing of Parish Staff on the back inside page

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM  Sunday
8:30,11:00 AM and 5:30 PM (Note Time Change)
Reconciliation: Friday: 9:15 AM & Saturday: 3:00-4:00 PM
or by Appointment (Call Main Office)
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration - See pg 2

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 22, 2023



Weekly Readings
October 22   Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21
October 23   Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 12:13-21
October 24   Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38
October 25   Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48

October 26   Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53
October 27   Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93, 94; Lk 12:54-59
October 28   Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16
October 29   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; 1 Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40

                         Gospel - Mt 22:15-21

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. (Foolish mistake, to think you can fool
Jesus. This isn’t going to go well for them). They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know
that you are a truthful man (Then why are you trying to trap Him?), and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. (Then stop
harassing Him!) And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion (especially ours), for you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then, what is
your opinion (The truth is not an opinion.): Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?"  Knowing their malice, Jesus said (The entrapped
closes the trap on His trappers), "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays the census tax." (Now they’re done for.)

Then they handed him the Roman coin. (By now they’re probably realizing that something’s up.)
He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?"
They replied, "Caesar's."
At that he said to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God." (But what about our love for

money?! Who will take care of us if we don’t take care of ourselves?)

Let’s revisit last week’s Responsorial Psalm for a moment…

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. (Oh yeah, I forgot about that part.)
In verdant pastures he gives me repose (Liturgy of the Word);

beside restful waters he leads me (Liturgy of the Eucharist, the banquet rejected by the first invited);
he refreshes my soul. (Real rest.)

Is the Lord your shepherd? Are you following Him, or is He following you? We often our own lead our lives by ourselves rather than turning
them over to Jesus’ good leadership. It’s a matter of self-reliance versus God-reliance. It’s at the crux of every Gospel and every disciple’s
decision. Are we going to let Jesus shepherd us or not?

Jesus promises great things if we but surrender to His love. As said above, surrender for a Catholic means to submit to Jesus leading us
into verdant pastures. For me this is the Word of God, our daily food that nourishes our understanding and love for the truth. Our minds need
such food. Too often we might turn to worthless worldly sources for our information. But information is also formative. Neutral to negative
thoughts are unworthy of those traveling to heaven. We want more: more goodness, more love, more truth.

When I think of restful waters I think of the Holy Eucharist. Jesus, the living water, fills us to the brim, even to overflowing when we receive
Him in the Holy Eucharist. Love begets love. Where Jesus goes, so goes the Holy Spirit. In fact, when we say the epiclesis at Mass, we call on
the Holy Spirit to come down upon the gifts of bread and wine.

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dew fall, so that they may become for us the
Body + and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

All this leads to a refreshed soul, something that God desires for us each and every Sunday. Do we not desire such refreshment? We seek
it in entertainment, in diversions, in addictions. Why not seek it from Someone who’s promise is sure? Let us rest in Him, our Good Shepherd.
Let us give that which belongs to God - our souls, to God.

O Jesus, I surrender myself to You, take care of everything.

Words from Fr. Ed



Adoration Invitation
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at St.
Stephen's is now perpetual!
• Jesus is exposed daily from midnight to
midnight
• No adoration during regularly scheduled
Masses
• To sign up or for more information: visit the
website: https://ststephenslife.com/eucharistic-

adoration or visit the adoration table in the Narthex after Mass. All
hours have room for more adorers. Call one of the coordinators: Tina
(206) 715-8462 or Bernie (206) 427-6085

Parish Calendar
Sunday October 22
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
11:00 am –12:00 pm Mass
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Mass
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Apologetics

Monday October 23
9:00 am – 9:30 am  Darling Dusters
10:00 am – 11:45 am Food Bank (drive by only)
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Evening Prayer
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  St Vincent de Paul
6:30 pm – 7:15 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Marriage Prep Class
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Women of Grace

Tuesday October 24
9:00 am – 11:30 am Scripture Study
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Evening Prayer
6:30 pm – 7:15 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm  Finance Council
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  Scripture Study
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  RCIA - Inquiry Sessions

Wednesday October 25
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Campus Crew
10:00 am – 10:45 am Rosary Group
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet
4:00 pm – 5:45 pm  Food Bank (drive by only)
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Evening Prayer
6:30 pm – 6:45 pm  Mass (live-streamed)
7:15 pm – 7:45 pm  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena
7:30 pm – 8:30 pm  Sacred Story
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Young Adult Group
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Adoration & Reconciliation

Thursday October 26
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Evening Prayer
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Encounter Ministry
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Knights of Columbus
7:00 pm - 7:30 pm Precious Blood of Jesus devotion

Friday October 27
6:30 am –7:30 am  Men’s Prayer/Reflection (Doors open at 6:15)
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
9:00 am – 10:00 am Sacrament of Reconciliation
10:00 am – 11:00 am Sacred Story
10:00 am – 11:45 am Food Bank (Drive by only)
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Evening Prayer

Saturday October 28
7:30 am – 8:30 am  Exodus 90 in Social Hall
8:30 am – 9:30 am  Mass (live-streamed)
9:45 am – 12:00 pm Lector Training
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 pm – 6:15 pm  Vigil Mass

Are You, or Someone you Know Someone Interested
in Becoming a Catholic Christian?

Join Us for Inquiry Sessions
Tuesday Evenings 7:00-9:00 PM in Room 124

Inquiry Sessions are the first step in RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). These Sessions are for adults interested in exploring the

Catholic Faith in a non-judgmental atmosphere, these include:
▪ Seeker and Inquirers who want to learn about the Catholic Faith,
Traditions and Sacraments.
▪ Adults from other Faith Traditions who are interested in joining the
Catholic Church.
▪ Baptized Adult Catholics who haven’t received all their Sacraments.

For Information or Questions contact: Anne Merklin at
AMerklin@ststephenslife.com  or 253-480-7108  (126)

Parish Financials - Included are last weekend's collection, the week- end
before, and the fiscal year to date through the last full month.



Faith Formation Programs

Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome Team: Assist with welcoming people to Mass with a smile.
Arrive 20 minutes prior to the Mass you usually attend, after Mass
wish people a great day and assist with basic questions. For more
information contact Beth at Bnieva@ststephenslife.com

RCIA Sponsors: Journey with new people who are entering the Catholic Church and share your love for the faith. For more info contact Anne
at amerklin@ststephenslife.com
Eucharistic Ministers to Retirement Homes: Bring Jesus, in the Eucharist, to those who can’t come to Church. For more information
contact MariJean mheutmaker@ststephenslife.com
Music Help: Assist with re-filing and organizing the sheet music. Contact Janet at jstewart@ststephenslife.com
Talents Team: Assist with follow-up calls/emails to people who want to volunteer. Help them use their Spiritual Gifts for the Church. Some can
be done from home on your own time.  Contact Beth for more information  bnieva@sststephhenslife.com

Registration is Open for Fall Classes!
Grow closer to Jesus, meet new families, make new friends!

Children and Families (K-5th Grade)
This year, we provide onsite classes, family learning & activities, family Mass, and at-home learning.
On-site classes are once/month on Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm. We’re also adding community nights
for families (all parish) on Friday nights!

If you’re interested in First Sacraments (Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist), follow the link to our webpage. The program will be
the same as above, plus more! There are prerequisites for First Sacraments and you will use a different registration form. (Our website will guide
you.) To learn more and register, visit: https://ststephenslife.com/elementary-programs
Teens (6th-8th Grade)
Get ready for a great year!  Teens sign up for EDGE (6th-8th) or LIFE TEEN (9th-12th).  Both programs will be on Sundays, trading off every
other week.  (Look for a new kind of schedule.) We have a lot of fun things planned, and we’re ready to help you know our Lord, walking out your
faith in you heart and with your friends!  Once a month, we’ll host an awesome night for – and with – your  parents. (Last year, these nights were
so good!)  If you’re interested in Confirmation, request it on your registration when you sign up for EDGE or Life Teen. (These programs are
required to be part of Confirmation.) Whether you’re “All-In” or “Just Watching to See How Things Go,”  be sure to register so you don’t miss out!
Go to our web-pages: For EDGE visit https://ststephenslife.com/edge.  For LIFE TEEN visit https://ststephenslife.com/life-nights).

This Sunday We Have an All Teen/all Parent Night after the 5:30 Mass! All middle and high-
school aged teens and their parents are welcome for a night of faithful socializing and fun. Will run until
8:30 pm. Food and drink will be provided!

Sr High Youth Convention November 4
Join hundreds of high school students from
around the Archdiocese of Seattle for a fun
and energizing full-day:
• Enjoy time with friends old and new
• Hear inspirational Catholic speakers and music
• Worship at Mass and Adoration

• Experience a renewed sense of God’s greatness, immense love, and Real Presence. Registration for the Catholic
Youth Conference at St. Michael’s in Olympia on is now open! For more info, go to
https://archseattle.org/events/high-school-catholic-youth-convention-2/ or scan the QR code. You can also contact
Michael (mjoseph@ststephenslife.com) for any questions regarding the event and registration.

Baptism Classes In-person classes to prepare for Infant Baptism are now available. Pre-registration is required to
attend. Class size will be limited, and you must have proof of pre-registration to be admitted. Please, only 2 parents, baby,
2 godparents (5 total) per family. Pre-register by calling (253) 480-7106 or emailing Ellen Golden at
egolden@ststephenslife.com.



"Since he is not the God of disorder but of peace" (1 Cor. 14,33)

Dear brothers and sisters,

May the Lord indeed give us His peace!

The pain and dismay at what is happening is great. Once
again we find ourselves in the midst of a political and
military crisis. We have suddenly been catapulted into a
sea of unprecedented violence. The hatred, which we
have unfortunately already been experiencing for too
long, will increase even more, and the ensuing spiral of
violence will create more destruction. Everything seems
to speak of death.

Yet, in this time of sorrow and dismay, we do not want to remain helpless. We cannot let
death and its sting (1 Cor 15:55) be the only word we hear.

That is why we feel the need to pray, to turn our hearts to God the Father. Only in this
way we can draw the strength and serenity needed to endure these hard times, by turning
to Him, in prayer and intercession, to implore and cry out to God amidst this anguish.

On behalf of all the Ordinaries of the Holy Land, I invite all parishes and religious
communities to a day of fasting and prayer for peace and reconciliation.

We ask that on Tuesday, October 17, everyone hold a day of fasting, abstinence, and
prayer. Let us organize prayer times with Eucharistic adoration and with the recitation of
the Rosary to Our Blessed Virgin Mary. Although most probably in many parts of our
dioceses circumstances will not permit large gatherings, it is possible to organize simple
and sober common moments of prayer in parishes, religious communities, and families.

This is the way we all come together despite everything, and unite collectively in prayer,
to deliver to God the Father our thirst for peace, justice, and reconciliation.

With sincere prayers for all,

+Pierbattista Card. Pizzaballa

Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem



October 22 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time: In the Gospel today Jesus says: “Repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” When God is the center of our lives there is no problem with giving
others their due. Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you are helping your neighbor who is hungry,
hopeless and frightened to know that they belong to God.

Faith Insights from Bishop Fulton Sheen - Mother Mary: As the mother knows the needs better than the babe, so
the Blessed Mother understands our cries and worries, and knows them better than we know ourselves.

Darling Dusters - We Need Your Help!  The Darling Dusters, who serve the church by helping to keep it neat and tidy,
need more helpers.  Please join us for an hour on Mondays, starting at 9 am.  If you are interested in serving in this
ministry, please call Betty in the church office (253-631-1940).

St Anthony School  -  Early Childhood Learning Fall Open House: You're invited! Please join us. Sunday, October
29th from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Bring your whole family to tour our campus, meet our early childhood teachers and school
leadership, and learn more about the St. Anthony experience! Please visit our website at www.sasr.org to RSVP. If you
are unable to attend but would like a tour or to receive more information, email Jean Dang at dang@sasr.org.

Curious about Home-schooling?  It’s not too late to join the Home-school Co-op at St. Stephen the Martyr.  We
meet on Thursdays for Mass and classes to grow our faith.  We are currently serving students K-10.  For more
information email sstm.homeschool@gmail.com

St Stephen Housing Association - SAVE THE DATE! After a 3 year hiatus, St. Stephen Housing will again be host-
ing the "Hope for Housing" fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 4, in the SSTM Social Hall. Please join us for a night of fine
wines, delectable appetizers, an exciting silent auction, and the musical talents of Steve Olson. Get your tickets today
by visiting our website at www.ststephenhousing.org. Hope to see you there!

Join the National Eucharistic Revival - The United States' Conference of Catholic bishops has laid down a three
year National Eucharistic Revival that began last year 2022 and will go through 2024.  We are all invited to participate in
this effort to renew the whole church beginning with YOU! How to join: Begin by prayer. To to start the 9 day Novena go
to https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/get-involved. For resources visit https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/learn-resources
Spread the word about the Revival to all your family and friends! If you would like to help with the Eucharistic Revival in
our parish, please contact Niña de Jesus at ndejesus@ststephenslife.com.

Respect Life - Fulfilling Christ’s command to love one
another takes shape in our practice of solidarity. Solidarity
means putting our love for others into action and making the
good of others our own. Solidarity “is not a feeling of vague
compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so
many people… On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering
determination to commit oneself to the common good…to
the good of all and of each individual, because we are all
really responsible for all” (Sollicitudo rei socialis 38).While
some areas of the country now protect the child in the
womb, others are doing all they can to increase access to abortion. Radical solidarity compels us to be at the side of
vulnerable mothers in profound friendship, compassion, and support for both them and their children, born and pre-born.
It requires us to address the fundamental challenges that lead an expectant mother to believe she is unable to welcome
the child God has entrusted to her. This cannot be accomplished by laws or policy alone, but requires the continual
transformation of our own hearts, so that we may recognize in every person the face of Christ and place their needs
before our own. We each have our particular gifts, role, and obligation within the Body of Christ to help build a culture of
life. May we work together to bring about a culture of life through radical, sacrificial, Christ-like love.

Terrific Tuesday Meals is looking for meal prep volunteers to help on Tuesdays from about 1:30-4:30 pm. It’s helpful
if you are able to be on your feet for an extended period of time. We work quickly so the first meals can be picked up by
the drivers at 4:30 PM. Please email Chari the TTM scheduler at: terrifictuesdaymeals@gmail.com for information.

Girlfriends - Please join the Girlfriends at our upcoming events.   All women (age 18+) are invited! The Lit & Lattes
group is meeting on Tuesday, November 14th at 7:00 pm to discuss Rules of Civility: A Novel by Amor Towles. We will
be meeting in Classroom 130 and also have a Zoom option. RSVP to Vicki Kennerud at vkennerud@comcast.net  if you
will be in person or via Zoom. New members are welcome!

mailto:sstm.homeschool@gmail.com
mailto:cantu@sasr.org.


New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com. Registration forms
are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in. Bulletin Notices: The content deadline is 12:00 PM
on the Friday a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish
are welcome, however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Couples seeking Marriage must contact the church 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and Parish Registration are
required before a date can be set. Contact See contact information above to reach a Staff person for Marriage or Baptism.
Annulments: (for those who are divorced): For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions and for help through the annulment
process, please contact our parish Tribunal Advocate, Veronica Smith-Casem, at vsmithcasem@gmail.com or 425-301-0356 .
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults desiring to become Catholic, including those needing baptism. Contact Anne Merklin
253-631-1940 ext 126. sstmassociate@gmail.com

Pastor Fr. Edward G. White            For Fr. Ed contact his assistant, Betty Mencke 253-480-7103 (100)
Parochial Vicar Fr. Robert Antony   253-480-7111 (132)  FatherRobert@ststephenslife.com
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo       sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco      sonny.ungco@gmail.com
Deacon Dec.Ike Tarabi       ike.tarabi@outlook.com
Director of Parish Operations Tom Jones 253-480-7114 (103)  tjones@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin  253-480-7108  (126)  AMerklin@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Darlene Simpson  253-480-7121  (127) Dsimpson@ststephenslife.com
Outreach Ministry Assistant Lisa Grigaliunas  253-480-7109  lgrigaliunas@ststephenslife.com
Office Manager/Pastor’s Assistant Betty Mencke  253-480-7103  (100)  bmencke@ststephenslife.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart   253-480-7115  (102)  JStewart@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker  253-480-7116  (106)  Mheutmaker@ststephenslife.com
Bookkeeper Debbie Blakely  253-480-7113  (101)  DBlakely@ststephenslife.com
Facilities & Parish Life Coordinator Kim Anderson  253-480-7120  (129)  KAnderson@ststephenslife.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles  253-480-7112  (114)  SBattles@ststephenslife.com
Youth Ministry  Michael Joseph   253-480-7110  (113)  mjoseph@ststephenslife.com
Young Adult Ministry/Talents Ministry    Beth Nieva   253-480-7105  (123) bnieva@ststephenslife.com
Evangelization & Communications Bill Swedberg  253-480-7107  (121)  bswedberg@ststephenslife.com
Marriage & Child Baptism Prep Ellen Golden  253 480-7106 egolden@ststephenslife.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo  253-631-6175  (115) MTrejo@ststephenslife.com
Choir Director Nina DeJesus   253-236-2882  (137)  ndejesus@ststephenslife.com
St Stephen Housing Association   253-480-7122 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP  Help-Line   206-767-6449
Lead Custodian Luke Sanchez       Lsanchez@ststephenslife.com

Praying For Sick
Erlinda David, Canlas Ingraham

Please note we are revising the list of those who are ill and in need of prayers. Names will be posted for 3 weeks unless we receive further notification.
 If you or a loved one would like to be included in the bulletin listing please contact Betty Mencke at 253-631-1940.

Recent Deaths
Mary Claire Duncan, Bill Kuhn, Brian Brazier

 Names will be posted for 3 months.
Serving in the Military

Captain Philip Clay, LT Luke Carpenter (deployed), Jack Cullers US, Zenaida Roth, Joey Buslon Poland, Pv. 2
Anthony Vogeler, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs

To add names to the box, please email ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Betty Mencke, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain, please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion The Lord sets prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind. The Lord raises
up those who are bowed down. - Psalm 146: 7-8.  When thoughts come to your mind regarding the day you were involved in an abortion
decision, do they make you feel blind to hope, entrapped in regret and burdened with shame? Call for a compassionate, confidential

conversation, and be free again. Registering now for our Virtual Healing Series. English: (206) 920-6413 / Español: (206)-450-7814  Email
projectrachel@ccsww.org Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or www.facebook.com/projectrachelww Project Rachel is a program of Catholic
Community Services.  You are loved with an everlasting love!

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943 Ten digit phone numbers listed below are direct lines.

mailto:sonny.ungco@gmail.com
mailto:sonny.ungco@gmail.com
mailto:stm.tjones@gmail.com
mailto:Dsimpson@ststephenslife.com
mailto:Dsimpson@ststephenslife.com
mailto:MTrejo@ststephenslife.com
mailto:MTrejo@ststephenslife.com
mailto:projectrachel@ccsww.org
mailto:projectrachel@ccsww.org
www.facebook.com/projectrachelww



