
October 19, 2025

We Are Partners in the Gospel

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.ststephenslife.com

St. Stephen the Martyr St. Anthony
Pastor: Fr. Bryan Dolejsi

ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.st-anthony.cc

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM,  10:30 AM, 5:00 PM (English)

Noon, 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Parochial Vicars: Fr. Marlo F. Abad, Fr. Joseph Tapia-Beeman

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekend Masses: Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30,11:00 AM and 5:30 PM



Weekly Readings

October 19   Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-8; 2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8

October 20   Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 12:13-21

October 21   Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38

October 22   Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary
Time Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48

October 23   Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53

October 24   Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-94; Lk 12:54-59

October 25   Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
Rm 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9

October 26   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-23; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14

Dear St. Anthony and St. Stephen the Martyr parishioners,

“It is not that I am eager for the gift; rather, I am eager for the profit that accrues to
your account.”  Philippians 4:17

When we come to church, we offer God thanksgiving in three ways: our time; our
talents—our ability to pray, praise, sing, and worship; and our treasure.  God accepts these,
because God wants not our gifts, but us as givers.  God wants us.  We offer our lives as a
living sacrifice united with the Paschal Mystery of Jesus.

Thank you for your ongoing generous support of time, talent, and treasure to our
parish family!  St. Anthony and St. Stephen the Martyr are faithful, vibrant, healthy, and
welcoming Catholic communities and you make this possible!  Your generosity is a sign of
your gratitude to God for the Risen Christ and a means to share his love with others.
Through prayer, community, learning, and service we put our faith into action each day.
Let us continue to encourage one another as disciples and be joyful witnesses to the hope
we experience in the Risen Christ!

May God Bless you

Fr. Bryan Dolejsi, Pastor

Words from Fr. Bryan



Adoration Invitation  - At St. Stephens
we enjoy Perpetual Adoration of Jesus in the
chapel/church. Jesus is exposed in the
Monstrance 24 - 7 (except during scheduled
Masses). We often have open hours needing
to be filled by committed adorers. Is Jesus
calling you to Come and Adore Him? Visit
Adoration sign up table in the narthex to find
up-to-date information on available hours
and/or need to be filled. See https://ststephenslife.com/eucharistic-
adoration or contact Bernie 206-427-6085 or Tina 206-715-8462.

Parish Calendar
Sunday October 19     Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am - 9:45 am   Mass (Fr. Marlo)
9:45 am – 10:45 am  Children’s Faith Formation
11:00 am - 12:00 pm  Sunday Mass (Fr. Marlo)
12:00 pm- 3:00 pm   Parish Listening Session
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm   Grief Support Ministry
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm   Adoration in the Church
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30pm-6:30 pm   Mass (Fr. Marlo)
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm   Apologetics

Monday October 20
9:00 am - 10:30 am  Darling Dusters
10:00 am – 11:45 am  Food Pantry (Drive-Thru only)
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm   Funeral Reception Hutton
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm   Evening Prayer
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm   Mass (Fr. Joseph)
7:15 pm – 9:15 pm   Vocation Group

Tuesday October 21
9:00 am- 12:00 pm   Scripture Study (Morning Session)
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm   Evening Prayer
6:00 pm- 8:30 pm   Scripture Study (Evening Session)
6:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Mass (Fr. Dolejsi)
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm   OCIA

Wednesday October 22
10:00 am - 10:45 am  Rosary Group
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
4:00pm - 5:45 pm   Food Pantry (Drive-Thru Only)
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm   Evening Prayer
6:00pm - 7:30 pm   Children’s Faith Formation
6:30 pm - 7:00 pm   Mass (Fr. Dolejsi)
7:15 pm- 7:45 pm   Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena
7:15 pm- 8:30 pm   Adoration & Reconciliation (Fr. Dolejsi)

Thursday October 23
8:30 am – 12:00 pm  Campus Crew
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm   Evening Prayer
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm   Mass (Fr. Joseph)
7:00 pm – 7:30 pm   Devotion to the Precious Blood of Jesus
7:15 pm – 8:00 pm   Confirmation Parent Meeting

Friday October 24
6:30 am - 7:30 am   Men's Prayer/Reflection (Doors open at 6:15)
10:00 am – 11:45 am  Food Pantry (Drive- Thru Only)
10:00 am – 12:00 pm  Rosary Makers Group
3:00 pm- 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm   Sacrament of Reconciliation (Fr. Marlo)
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm   Evening Prayer
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm   Mass (Fr. Marlo)

Saturday October 25
7:30 am - 8:30 am   Exodus 90
8:30 am – 9:00 am   Mass (Fr. Marlo)
9:15 am -10:30 am   Sacrament of Reconciliation (Fr. Marlo)
10:30 am-12:00 pm  Altar Server Training
3:00 am - 3:30 pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm   Vigil Mass (Fr. Fabian)
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm   St. Anthony Trunk or Treat

Are you or Someone You Know
Interested in Becoming a Catholic Christian?

Join Us for Inquiry Sessions
Every Tuesday, 7:00-9:00 PM

How to Begin Your Catholic Journey of Hope:
● Come to our Inquiry Sessions to learn about the

Catholic Faith.
● Those in other Faith Traditions are encouraged to come

to learn about the Catholic Church.
● Adult Catholics who have not received all their

Sacraments should come to Inquiry Sessions.

Inquiry Sessions Are Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00 PM the Social Hall
If you have Questions, please contact, Anne Merklin,

AMerklin@ststephenslife.com or 253-480-7108, Ext. 126.



Faith Formation Programs
Faith Formation This is for children and teens through 12th Grade, as well as Adult Scripture Study.  Check out your areas right away, as
things are happening fast! If you have questions, we’re happy to help. Join us, build community, and grow in our Lord!
Children/Family Classes and Activities: Wednesday Nights (some Friday night activities)
For Registration Please Visit  https://ststephenslife.com/fall-2024-registration-children-and-teens

Baptism Preparation Classes - Parents and Godparents must take a Baptism
preparation class before scheduling the child's Baptism. Please see our website for
detailed information and requirements for Baptism preparation, including dates for our
upcoming Baptism prep classes. Call or email Ellen Hecht with any questions at
ehecht@ststephenslife.com or 206-480-7106. You can also scan the QR code here to
RSVP to an upcoming class!

Grief Ministry - If you are grieving the death of a loved one, come find strength and compassion with the
St. Stephen’s Grief Support Group this Sunday, October 19th at 1:00 PM. The meeting will be held in the
Chapel as well as on Zoom. Our topic will be “New Beginnings / The Promise of Hope."   For more
information and to register, please contact Sharon Rasmussen at srasmussen910@yahoo.com. “Hear the
word of the LORD:  I will turn their mourning into joy, I will console and gladden them after their sorrows.”
Jeremiah 31:13

Our Youth Programs are Now Up and Running! Monthly meetings welcome Middle Schoolers (grades
6-8) before Mass and Senior Highers (grades 9-12) meet right after. Meetings are be filled with fun, friends
and a thought-filled message. Go to https://www.ststephenslife.com/youth-ministry to learn more!

Middle School - Edge 3:45-5:15 PM      Senior High - LifeTeen 6:35-8:00 PM

Food Pantry Needs -
Pancake mix and syrup, Canned Fruit, Healthy cold cereal, Oatmeal packets.
Prepares -
We still need diapers sized 4, 5, and 6, plus unscented baby wipes.

Coming Sunday, Nov. 9th

Confirmation:
There will be an important Student/Parent Confirmation Information Meeting on Thursday, Oct 23 from 7:15-
8:00 PM in the Church Hall. All eligible students and at least one parent should attend.



New Altar Server Training - Saturday, October 25th from 10:30 AM - Noon in the
Church - Children and Teens who have received First Communion are invited to attend.
Adults may attend who are available to serve at daily Masses or who are interested in
becoming mentors to teach and encourage our young people. Please RSVP to Janet by
email at jstewart@ststephenslife.com.

Rosary Rally Join us Sunday, October 19th at noon for a Rosary Rally. Meet in the narthex
and walk and pray outside, rain or shine, on church property. Refreshments to-go will be
available after the rally for participants. Praying the rosary is powerful! In 1917 in Fatima,
Portugal, Our Lady appeared and spoke to three shepherd children over a period of six
months about the perilous state of the world. She instructed the children to pray the Rosary
every day to save souls, bring peace to the world and to end war.

Safe Environment Training - Our next class date at St Stephen the Martyr will be
Saturday, November 15, 9:00 AM. To register click the image above to visit
www.virtusonline.org. Required for all adults working with children and vulnerable adults.
Great information for all. For more information contact Beth Nieva 253-480-7105,
bnieva@ststephenslife.com

October 19: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In the Gospel today Jesus tells his disciples to pray always without becoming weary., indeed our
prayer must always be an expression of our love for God, our family, our world, and especially for
the suffering poor. Please say a special prayer for the poor who have no one to pray for them.
Consider donating your time and talent to the Society of St Vincent de Paul

Music Ministry Open Call - Join a Choir at St. Stephen’s!
Everything we do at St. Stephen’s flows from - and points back to - the Sunday Experience of
celebrating Mass. Music is a powerful part of that encounter with God, and we invite you to help
lead our community in joyful praise! We are looking for volunteer choir members, cantors,
pianists, and (occasionally) instrumentalists to join one of our groups. Whether you’re a
seasoned musician or new to singing at Mass, we’ll help you find your place. We especially invite
those with experience, but we encourage everyone to join! Fill out an interest form at our
website:  www.ststephenslife.com/music  Contact Janet Stewart at
JStewart@ststephens.com or stop by the piano after Mass.

Monthly Presider Schedules Available Online
To access the monthly presider schedules for Masses at both St Stephen the Martyr and St
Anthony visit https://ststephenslife.com/liturgy-prayer-schedule. These schedules are
downloadable PDFs presented in calendar form including both Sunday and daily liturgies.

Medical Closet
Did you know that St Stephen’s has medical supplies and equipment available to borrow?
Walkers, crutches, and other mobility devices may be borrowed to aid you on your journey to
recovery. The medical closet is located in the Annex Building. Before making donations or
borrowing an item, please call for an appointment: Outreach 253-480-7109 or Mary Marler 206-
910-8025.

Remembrance Ribbons
Every fall our parish remembers our loved ones who passed away during the previous year.
According to our tradition, their names are written on ribbons which are hung over the baptismal
font. If you would like to submit names for people who passed away more than 1 year ago, we
will print them out for inclusion in our Book of Life. We will pray for all of our deceased loved ones
during the month of November. Submit the name of your loved one by October 29th at
https://ststephenslife.com/remembrance-ribbons.
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St. Stephen Housing Association is in need of the following items to furnish housing units for
families with children experiencing homelessness. We are looking for new or VERY gently used items:

Call 253-638-9798 or email office@ststephenhousing.org to arrange delivery or pick up. Thanks you!

Hope for Housing - SAVE THE DATE!  St. Stephen Housing will be hosting the "Hope for Housing"
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 1st, after the 5pm Mass in the SSTM Social Hall. Please join us for a night
of fine wines, delectable appetizers, an exciting silent auction, and the musical talents of Steve Olson.
Get your tickets today by visiting at www.ststephenhousing.org or scanning the code to the left.

Spiritual Adoption - Please remember to pray for the baby that you’ve spiritually adopted. Here is a
message from your baby. I am six months old now. I just opened my eyes. Before today, they were
sealed shut for protection. I wonder what you look like. I can hear sounds too! It’s great to have
someone praying for me.

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank parishioners for their generous support of our
recent apple sales.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to meet our fundraising goal in support
of our seminarians and to donate a generous supply of left over apples to our food pantry so that our
neighbors in need could enjoy some nutritious fresh fruit

The Knights of Columbus  -  Attention men: the Saint Stephen’s Knights of Columbus
are inviting all men age of 18 and older to join the Knights. Come experience the lessons
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity! Visit https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/
index.asp?CNO=13374

40 Days for Life - Help Save Lives in Renton!
The St Stephen the Martyr/St Anthony Respect Life ministry will be leading a 40 Days for Life Fall
campaign.  From September 24th - November 2nd, you’re invited to join other Christians for 40 Days for
Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to stand and peacefully
pray during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside Renton Cedar River Clinic: 601 SE Carr Rd,
Renton, WA, and also to help spread the word about this important community outreach. If you’d like
more information – and especially if you’d like to volunteer to help, please contact: Mary K @ 253-217-
6817 or https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/renton.

Christ, Our Deliverance - Healing Mass
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Thursday October 30,  7:00 PM
(6:45pm Praise & worship) Followed by Healing Service with prayer teams.
In his home country of Kenya, Fr. Crispin has preached in open air Healing Masses. He has worked
with other priests in the ministry of prayer, healing and deliverance. Growing up, Fr. Crispin walked 3
hours each way to attend Catholic school. It was in high school when he first wore shoes on his feet.
For many, he had an allowance of US$1.00/month through the kindness of a “Grandma Dora.” Come
and be blessed! His remarkable testimony will open the eyes of your heart. Welcoming Fall with Grace.
For information, call: Marilou or Myke (253)630-0701.   St. John the Baptist Catholic Church  25810
156th Ave SE Covington, WA 98042

Terrific Tuesdays
Terrific Tuesday Meals is in need of help with meal prep on Tuesdays from noon to about 4:00 PM.
Must be 16 or older and have a valid Washington State Food Handler permit. Please contact the
volunteer scheduler Chari at terrifictuesdaymeals@gmail.com if you are interested. We are preparing
approximately 230-260 meals each Tuesday, and it sure works better with at least 5 people.

Children’s Adoration
If you have children or grandchildren living within or near our parish community, please invite them to
the children’s adoration at St Stephen’s every first Friday of the month at 8 PM. The children start with a
rosary and chaplet of Divine Mercy. The sacrament of reconciliation is made available at 8:15 PM. After
the prayers and confessions, snacks are served with fellowship for the children (and adults too). Please
encourage the children to come. As Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven”. It is through this ministry that holy vocations grow.

-- twin comforters
-- twin sheets

-- twin mattress protectors
-- standard bed pillows

-- bath towel sets
-- bath mats/rugs

https://donate.bloodworksnw.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/97517


New to St. Stephen’s? Welcome! Learn more about our vibrant community by visiting our web site at www.ststephenslife.com. Registration forms
are online or may be obtained from the ushers and put in the collection basket or mailed in. Bulletin Notices: The content deadline is 12:00 PM
on the Friday a week before the weekend you wish it to appear (8 days in advance). Notices about parish events or items of interest to the parish
are welcome, however posting cannot be guaranteed. Email notices to: ourbulletin@gmail.com.

Parish Information

Marriage: Marriage: Couples preparing for marriage must contact us at least 9 months before their wedding date. Some preparation and parish
registration are required before a date can be set. See contact information above to reach the staff person for marriage.
Annulments: (for those who are civilly divorced). For compassionate and confidential answers to your questions, please contact our Pastoral
Associate, Anne Merklin, 253-480-7108 (ext. 126), AMerklin@ststephenslife.com.
Baptism: Preparation and Parish Registration are required for both Parents and Godparents/Sponsors. Baptisms are held monthly. Contact the
Faith Formation Office for details (253-631-6175).
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) For adults desiring to become Catholic, including those needing baptism. Contact Anne Merklin
253-480-7108 (ext. 126), AMerklin@ststephenslife.com.

Pastor Fr. Bryan Dolejsi     frbryan@ststephenslife.com
Parochial Vicar Fr. Marlo F. Abad     frmarlo@ststephenslife.com
Parochial Vicar Fr. Joseph Tapia-Beeman     frjoseph@st-anthony.cc
Deacon Dec. Carl Chilo    sstmdeaconcarlchilo@gmail.com
Deacon Dec. Sonny Ungco    DeaconSonny.Ungco@gmail.com
Deacon Dec.Ike Tarabi    ike.tarabi@outlook.com
Director of Parish Operations Tom Jones 253-480-7114 (103) tjones@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Associate Anne Merklin 253-480-7108 (126) AMerklin@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Assistant for Outreach Lisa Grigaliunas 253-480-7109 lgrigaliunas@ststephenslife.com
Liturgy Coordinator Janet Denby-Stewart  253-480-7115 (102) JStewart@ststephenslife.com
Liturgical Musician Tim Gately    tgately@ststephenslife.com
Pastoral Care Marijean Heutmaker 253-480-7116 (106) Mheutmaker@ststephenslife.com
Administrative Assistant Laurie Manning  253-480-7103 (100) Lmanning@ststephenslife.com
Bookkeeper Debbie Blakely 253-480-7113 (101) DBlakely@ststephenslife.com
Director of Faith Formation Shannon Battles 253-480-7112 (114) SBattles@ststephenslife.com
Youth Ministry & Communications Bill Swedberg 253-480-7107 (121) bswedberg@ststephenslife.com
Young Adult Ministry/Talents Ministry Beth Nieva  253-480-7105 (123) bnieva@ststephenslife.com
Marriage and Infant Baptism  Ellen Hecht  206-480-7106  ehecht@ststephenslife.com
Faith Formation Support Coordinator Maria Trejo 253-631-6175 (115) MTrejo@ststephenslife.com
St Stephen Housing Association  253-638-9798 office@ststephenhousing.org
SVDP Help-Line  206-767-6449

Praying For Sick
Mary Ann Belcourt, Al Lagmay, Erlinda David, Canlas Ingraham, Angel M. Piol, Estrellita & Patrick Staeheli,

 Cindy Lagmay, Rene Abella
Please note we are revising the list of those who are ill and in need of prayers. Names will be posted for 3 weeks unless we receive further notification.

If you or a loved one would like to be included in the bulletin listing please contact Laurie Manning at 253-631-1940.

Recent Deaths
 Charles "Chuck" Hutton, Husband of Karen Hutton , Frank Ratajczyk, Amadeo Barahona, Delia Dela Cruz Piol, Joseph H. Martirez,

 Sharon Ross, Jeff Tobin, Eleanor Bertagni, Jobel  Dela Cruz Reyes
Names will be posted for 3 months.

Serving in the Military
Captain Philip Clay, LT Luke Carpenter (deployed),  Zenaida Roth, Joey Buslon Poland,

Sergeant Anthony Vogeler, Fort Carson, Colorado.

To add names to the box, please email ourbulletin@gmail.com, or contact Laurie Manning, 253-631-1940.
To contact the Prayer Chain, please see Teresa Wright, at 425-255 0301 or teresa2pray@gmail.com

Rachel’s Corner: Hope and Healing After Abortion - Rachel's Vineyard Retreat: Project Rachel, Peace Starts Here.
If you are suffering from the experience of an abortion, you do not need to walk alone. Project Rachel offers a compassionate and
confidential environment for those who suffer the effects of an abortion. October 10-12, 2025- English; October 31-November 2, 2025-

Spanish; March 6-8, 2026- English For more information about the Project Rachel ministry or our healing retreats, please call Frances at (206)
920-6413 (English) or Alejandra at (206) 450-7814 (Spanish).

Main Office Phone: TEL 253-631-1940 / FAX 425-255-2943 Ten digit phone numbers listed below are direct lines.
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