
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT IN EDUCATION 
SB 7070 (Education Committee) / HB 7075 (Education Committee, Sullivan) 

 
BILL PROVISIONS: 
SB 7070 and HB 7075 create the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program, a new taxpayer-
funded program for students from lower-income families to attend eligible non-public schools 
that meet their educational needs. Except for students entering the program in kindergarten, as 
currently drafted, students would only be eligible if they attended a public school the previous 
year. The House bill goes further than the Senate proposal by raising the income threshold for 
eligibility to participate in the program. 
 
The measures also increase educational opportunities for lower-income families who would 
otherwise be eligible to participate in the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Program by 
helping to reduce the current waitlist of 12,974 students. 
 
The House proposal establishes a new methodology to calculate the value of both new and 
existing scholarships, which significantly decreases their value for students above 3rd grade.  
The change is so drastic that it would profoundly destabilize the scholarship programs. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Established in 2001, the FTC program for economically disadvantaged K-12 students is funded 
by corporate donations in return for dollar-for-dollar tax credits. Since its inception, this program 
has enjoyed bipartisan support and has provided parents of limited financial resources with 
choices for the best educational setting for their children that would otherwise be unattainable.  
 
Enrollment in the FTC program dropped in the 2018-2019 school year for the first time in 14 
years. This is due to a plateauing of corporate contributions to fund the program. Available 
contributions have not kept up with demand/interest in the program and there is a nearly 
13,000-student waiting list. 
 
While the financial value of scholarships is significant, it typically does not cover the full cost of 
educating students.  Families and schools engage in fundraising to make up the difference. 
 
RATIONALE:  
Florida is a leading state for parental empowerment in education. This concept is closely aligned 
with longstanding Church teaching that parents are the primary educators of their children. As 
such, they are best positioned to determine which academic settings or options will best meet 
the unique needs of their school-aged children.  The legislature should not endanger existing 
successful programs by underfunding them. 
 

MESSAGE:  

Please increase scholarship opportunities for lower-income families without 
destabilizing existing scholarship programs in  

SB 7070 (Education Committee) / HB 7075 (Education Committee, Sullivan). 

  
 FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
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SOME LIKELY OBJECTIONS AND RESPONSES:  
  
OBJECTION 1: The bills “siphon” away funds from traditional public schools. 
  
RESPONSE 1: The bills actually save the state money as the scholarship amount will be set at 
3-5 percent less than the full Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) or per-child funding for 
public school students). 
    
OBJECTION 2: Private schools lack accountability or at least don’t have the same 
accountability as public schools. 
  
RESPONSE 2: Catholic schoolchildren consistently outperform their public school counterparts 
in 4th and 8th grade reading and math as measured by the “Nation’s Report Card” or National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). Research shows that students who choose the 
scholarship were struggling academically but are now making annual academic progress. Step 
Up has more information on these studies at: https://www.stepupforstudents.org/research-and-
reports/independent-studies/.  
 
Furthermore, Catholic and other nonpublic schools have inherent accountability by the fact that 
parents can “vote with their feet” by choosing to enroll (or withdraw) their children from 
nonpublic schools at any time.   
   
OBJECTION 3: The bills violate Florida’s Constitutional provision for a uniform, efficient and 
free system of public education. 
  
RESPONSE 3:  The Church advocates for a strong system of education for all children. This is 
not an “us versus them” approach. The best interests of the state in forming its future citizens 
can be achieved by developing an overall system which allows for robust public and private 
partnerships and engagement.  
 
SPONSOR AND CO-SPONSORS: 
 
SB 7070 – Sponsor: Senate Education Committee 
HB 7075 – Sponsors: House Education Committee, Sullivan  
 
STATUS: 
 
SB 7070 – Passed Education (5-3); Passed Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (5-3); 
Referred to Appropriations 
HB 7075 – Passed House Education Committee as Proposed Committee Bill EDC1 (15-2); 
Referred to Appropriations 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
James B. Herzog, Associate Director for Education 
jherzog@flaccb.org, (850) 205-6823 
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