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God our Creator,  

we give thanks to you, 

who alone have the power to impart  

the breath of life as you form  

each of us in our mother’s womb;   

grant, we pray,  that we,  

whom you have made stewards  

of creation, may remain faithful  

to this sacred trust  

and constant in safeguarding the  

dignity of every human life.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

your Son, who lives and reigns  

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  

 
(Collect, Missal, 48/1, A, For Giving Thanks to  

God for the Gift of Human Life, pg. 1321) 

Giving Thanks to God for the Gift  

of Human Life 

 Join FLCAN, the Florida Catholic 

Advocacy Network, at www.flaccb.org 

and receive updates and alerts.  

 

 Find out who your legislators are and 

express your concerns with Florida’s 

privacy clause. 

 

 Attend Catholic Days at the Capitol for a 

briefing on current legislative issues and 

meet with legislative officials. 

 

 Contact your local respect life office to 

join in their efforts. 

 

 Contact the Florida Conference of 

Catholic Bishops if you are interested in 

hosting a workshop or writing an opinion 

piece in your local paper to educate 

others about the problems with Florida’s 

privacy clause. 

 

 Read more about Roe v. Wade at 

www.endroe.org. 

 

 Support pregnant women through local 

ministries such as pregnancy support 

service centers. 

 

 Above all else, pray for unborn children, 

for their families, for an end to abortion, 

and for legislative and judicial leaders to 

have the courage to clarify that Florida’s 

privacy clause is not intended to provide 

broader rights to abortion than the U.S. 

Constitution.  

 

 

“You shall not act dishonestly 

in rendering judgement…” 
Leviticus 19:15  

 

The Privacy Clause: 
 

Unique Challenges in  

Overcoming Abortion in 

Florida 

What can I do? 
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The infamous U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe 

vs. Wade in 1973 was predicated on an 

interpretation of the 14th Amendment’s implicit 

right to privacy in the U.S. Constitution.  

What does the right to privacy have to 

do with abortion? 

What are the privacy laws in Florida? 

In 1980, voters in Florida passed a constitutional 

amendment which reads:   
 

SECTION 23.  Right of privacy. – Every 

natural person has the right to be let 

alone and free from governmental 

intrusion into the person’s private life 

except as otherwise provided herein. This 

section shall not be construed to limit the 

public’s right of access to public records 

and meetings as provided by law. 

 

Records indicate that this amendment was 

intended to only address informational privacy.  

How does the privacy clause in Florida’s 

constitution affect abortion laws? 

In 1989, the Florida Supreme Court ruled that the 

privacy clause in the state constitution extends a 

broader right to privacy than the federal 

constitution.  

 

In the case of In re T.W., the court used this 

interpretation to strike down a law requiring 

parental consent prior to a minor’s abortion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Consequently, any law regulating abortion in 

Florida is arguably presumed to be held to a 

higher legal standard than at the federal level. For 

this reason, many laws regulating abortion in 

other states (prohibiting abortion after 20 weeks 

gestation, prohibiting dismemberment abortion, 

and prohibiting abortion after a heartbeat is 

detected) will likely be challenged in our courts. 

 

The broad interpretation of the privacy clause 

might only be strengthened and more difficult to 

overcome by future courts if it is cited in striking 

down multiple laws regulating abortion.  

How has this hurdle to passing pro-life 

laws in Florida been addressed? 

2012 - A proposed amendment to the state 

constitution would have clarified that the privacy 

clause was not intended to provide broader rights 

to abortion than federal law. This ballot initiative 

was not approved by the necessary 60% of voters. 

 

2018—The Constitution Revision Commission, 

meets every 20 years to place amendments to the 

state constitution on the ballot. In 2018, the 

Commission considered a proposal that would 

have clarified the state’s privacy clause was 

intended to protect informational privacy only. 

The proposal did not receive final passage.  

What can be done to right this wrong? 

There are a couple of ways to correct the problems 

with Florida’s privacy clause: 

 

60% of the Florida electorate must support a 

ballot initiative to clarify that Florida’s privacy 

clause is not intended to provide broader rights to 

abortion in Florida than federal law. 
 

OR 
 

The Florida Supreme Court must reconsider its 

previous interpretation of this clause in Florida’s 

constitution. This could be accomplished if the 

Florida Supreme Court takes up the case 

Gainesville Woman Care LLC vs. State of Florida, 

regarding a 2015 law requiring a 24-hour 

reflection period prior to abortion.   

 

Either way, we need YOUR help in 

educating our community about Florida’s 

privacy clause and the unique challenges it 

creates in overcoming abortion in our 

state. 

The “right of privacy ... is broad 

enough to encompass a woman's  

decision whether or not to terminate 

her pregnancy.” 
 

Majority decision in Roe v. Wade 

Even if Roe vs. Wade were reversed by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, abortion could remain legal in 40 

states. Due to the Florida Supreme Court’s broad 

interpretation of Florida’s privacy clause,  our 

state may have some of the country’s broadest 

abortion laws.  

Will abortion become illegal if  

Roe v. Wade is reversed? 

Laws requiring parental consent 

and a 24-hour reflection period prior 

to abortion have been upheld by the 

U.S. Supreme Court and are in effect 

in many states. However, these laws 

have been stricken by Florida courts 

based on an interpretation of the 

privacy clause in our state 

constitution. 
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