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Rooted in the Gospel and the rich tradition of Catholic social 

teaching, Catholic principles of migration include: 

 Persons have the right to find opportunities in their 

homeland. 

 Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves 

and their families. 

 Sovereign nations have the right to control their borders.  

 Refugees and asylum seekers should be afforded 

protection. 

 The human dignity and human rights of undocumented 

migrants should be respected. 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

opposes "enforcement only" immigration policies and supports 

comprehensive immigration reform.  In addition to targeted, 

proportional and humane enforcement measures, proposals for 

comprehensive immigration reform should include: 

 Creating a path to lawful status for undocumented 

immigrants to be eligible to adjust their status including  

background checks and payment of fines. 

 Expanding the number and reducing wait times of family 

reunification visas and employment-based visas. 

 Addressing root causes of m igration, such as 

underdevelopment and poverty in sending countries. The 

antidote to the problem of illegal immigration is 

sustainable economic development in sending countries.  

 Join FLCAN, the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network, at 

www.flaccb.org and receive updates and alerts.  

 Find out who your legislators are and make your voice 

heard.  

 Contact your diocesan office for advocacy and justice to 

join their efforts. 

 Learn more and receive updates on federal immigration 

policy from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Justice 

for Immigrants Campaign, www.justiceforimmigrants.org.  

 For legal assistance with immigration status, visit CLINIC 

at www.cliniclegal.org. 

 Above all else, pray for migrants, for the stability of their 

countries of origin, and for us to recognize the Holy Family 

in modern day migrants. 

 
 
 

 

 

“For I was...a stranger and 

you welcomed me.”  
            Matthew 25:35 

 

 

Immigration: 
 

A Catholic Response  

  

Prayer for Migrant Families 

Good and gracious God,  

we thank you for the gift of families.  

We are grateful for all of the joy and love that they bring 

into our lives, and we ask that you provide special 

protection for all families, particularly those who face 

hardships as they move in search of a better life.  

Show mercy to those who travel in danger,  

and lead them to a place of safety and peace.  

Comfort those who are alone and afraid because their 

families have been torn apart by violence and injustice.  

As we reflect upon the difficult journey that  

the Holy Family faced as refugees in Egypt,  

help us to remember the suffering of all migrant families.  

Through the intercession of Mary our Mother,   

and St. Joseph the Worker, her spouse,  

we pray that all migrants may be reunited with their 

loved ones  and find the meaningful work they seek.  

Open our hearts so that we may provide hospitality  

for all who come in search of refuge.  

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger  

as Christ in our midst. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God forever and ever.  Amen.  

Source: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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Immigration: The myths & facts 

MYTH: Immigrants are criminals. 

FACT: Unla wful p resence is a  violation  of civil cod e, 

not criminal law. Immigrants are less likely to commit serious 

crimes than the native-born, and high rates of immigration are 

associated with lower rates of violent and property crime.1 

 

MYTH: Immigrants are an economic burden. 

FACT: Like a ll others living and wo rking in  the  U.S.,  

undocumented immigrants are taxpayers and collectively 

contribute almost $12 billion to state and local taxes each year. 

In Florida, undocumented immigrants contribute close to 

$600 million annually, helping to fund public programs to 

which they do not have access.2 

 

MYTH: The Catholic Church believes in open borders. 

FACT: Churc h teac hing supports  the r ight of  sovereign  

nations to control their borders. Enforcement of our borders, 

however, should include the protection of the basic human 

rights and dignity of the migrant and not place lives at risk. 

 

MYTH: The Catholic Church supports illegal 

immigration. 

FACT: The  Church believes  tha t im m igrants sho uld 

come to the U.S. lawfully, but it also understands that the 

current immigration legal framework is inadequate. The 

Church advocates remedying a broken system of laws so that it 

is responsive to our economy's demand for labor, rooted in the 

reunification of family, and respectful of the humanity of the 

immigrants in our midst.  

 

MYTH: Immigrants should stand in line and enter 

legally, like our ancestors. 

FACT: There were not restrictive federal im m igration  

laws in place when many of our ancestors came to the U.S. 

Immigration was not significantly restricted until 1921.  

 

Under current law, no "line" exists for the majority of 

immigrants. Lawful immigration is restricted to a few narrow 

categories for which most persons seeking to migrate are 

ineligible. There are only 5,000 green cards available annually 

for low-skilled workers to enter the U.S. This is  woefully 

insufficient to meet the demand for foreign-born labor. 

Immigration Legislation What the Catholic Church Teaches 

“You shall treat the alien who resides with you no differently 

than the natives born among you; you shall love the alien as 

yourself; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, 

the LORD, am your God.” (Leviticus 19:34) 

 

“The more prosperous nations are obliged, to the extent they 

are able, to welcome the foreigner in search of the security and 

means of livelihood which he cannot find in his country of 

origin. Public authorities should see to it that the natural right 

is respected that places a guest under the protection of those 

who receive him. 

 

“Political authorities, for the sake of the common good for 

which they are responsible, may make the exercise of the right 

to immigrate subject to various juridical conditions, especially 

with regard to the immigrants' duties toward their country of 

adoption. Immigrants are obliged to respect with gratitude the 

material and spiritual heritage of the country that receives 

them, to obey its laws and to assist in carrying civic burdens.” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2241)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of 

humanity. They are children, women and men who leave or 

who are forced to leave their homes for various reasons, who 

share a legitimate desire for knowing and having, but above all 

for being more.” (Pope Francis, World Day of Migrants and 

Refugees, 2014)  

 

“The so-called illegals are so not because they wish to defy the 

law; but, because the law does not provide them with any 

channels to regularize their status in our country which needs 

their labor: they are not breaking the law, the law is breaking 

them.” (Archbishop Thomas  G. Wenski of Miami, then-Bishop 

of Orlando, Orlando Sentinel, U.S. immigration policy 

outdated and unjust toward working Immigrants, May 17, 

2005) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As the courts recognize that immigration law is in the purview 

of the federal government, state-level or piecemeal approaches 

are not fruitful. Recent efforts in Florida include: 

 

Federal Immigration Enforcement (passed  in 2019): 

Often referred to as prohibiting “sanctuary policies,” the FCCB 

opposed this legislation as it mandates local law enforcement 

agencies comply with federal immigration detainer requests.  

 

Mandating employer use of E-Verify: Flo rida already 

requires employee eligibility verification through E-Verify for 

state employees. However, there have been efforts in Florida to 

mandate all employers use E-Verify.  The mandatory expansion 

of the system should only be included as part of a federal, 

comprehensive immigration reform that also: (1) provides 

labor and employment protections to ensure that E-Verify does 

not undermine workplace rights or take advantage of workers' 

vulnerabilities; (2) expands legal avenues for low wage workers 

to enter the U.S. lawfully and work in humane conditions; (3) 

curbs employer misuse of E-Verify; and (4) addresses the 

inaccuracies of the E-Verify system. 

 

The Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops supports state 

policies that protect immigrants in Florida such as: 

 Expanding in-state tuition beneficiaries to include college 

students who are undocumented or who are the children of 

undocumented parents (passed in 2014) 

 Allowing undocumented immigrants to have access to 

driver licenses 

 Prohibiting notario fraud, deceiving immigrants into 

believing that non-attorneys have permission to give legal 

advice about immigration cases.  

 

1 https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/

criminalization-immigration-united-states  

2 https://itep.org/immigration/  

We are one family  

under God. 

The Church calls for 

comprehensive immigration 

reform at the federal level. 
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