
 
 

 
 

ABORTION LIMITS 

 
BILL PROVISIONS:  
 
Prohibits abortion after a specific time in pregnancy – 15 weeks gestation. Exceptions after 15 
weeks are allowed to save the life of the mother, to avoid an irreversible and substantial 
impairment of a major bodily function of the mother, and when two physicians determine that a 
pre-viable fetus has a fatal fetal abnormality.  
 
Also requires the creation of review committees to study fetal and infant mortality in Florida; 
protects unborn children from tobacco exposure by requiring education of pregnant women and 
women who may become pregnant about the health risks of tobacco; and requires monthly 
mandatory reporting of the number of medication abortions. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
This bill is intended to increase protection of women and unborn children by establishing a more 
specific and earlier point in gestation after which abortions would be prohibited. This would 
shrink the window of time in which an abortion is able to be legally obtained. 
 
This would align Florida law with what will likely be federally allowed. There is the potential that 
states will no longer be prevented by federal case law from prohibiting previability abortions 
should Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey be overturned or amended. The 
Supreme Court of the United States may soon do so in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization case currently before it. This bill closely mirrors the Mississippi law at issue in 
Dobbs, and it is prudent to track the Mississippi law because it stands a good chance of being 
upheld. This bill would go into effect after the Supreme Court ruling is expected. 
 

 
RATIONALE:  
 
Prohibiting abortion after 15 weeks would align with research demonstrating that unborn 
children have the capacity of feeling pain at this gestational period. The state has a valid and 
important interest in protecting unborn life and especially in protecting developed unborn 
children from suffering the physical pain of being killed during an abortion.  
 
 
 
 
 

Message for Legislator: 

Support prohibiting abortion after 15 weeks gestation  

SB 146 (Stargel) / HB 5 (Grall) 



 
 

OPPONENTS’ LIKELY OBJECTIONS AND RESPONSES:  
 
OBJECTION 1: Prohibiting abortion at 15 weeks violates a woman’s right to choose abortion.  
 
RESPONSE 1: There was bipartisan support in the 2020 session on the bill requiring parental 
consent prior to abortion and, hopefully, members of both major parties can agree that abortion 
should be prohibited once an unborn child has developed to the point of experiencing the 
terrible pain of the abortion procedure.  
 
OBJECTION 2: This bill is unconstitutional because it violates the implied right to privacy 
including the right to an abortion currently granted under the United States Constitution and the 
Florida Constitution. 
  
RESPONSE 2: The U.S. Supreme Court has yet to rule on the Dobbs decision pending before it 
that addresses state previability abortion prohibitions, which may alter Roe v. Wade and 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey entirely. 
 
OBJECTION 3: Doesn’t the Florida constitution allow greater access to abortion than the U.S. 
constitution? 
 
RESPONSE 3: In re T.W., the 1989 Florida Supreme Court case interpreting the Florida 
constitution’s privacy clause to find a broad right to abortion in Florida, was wrongfully decided. 
There is currently a case on appeal, Gainesville Woman Care, LLC v. State of Florida, which 
may address this in the Florida constitution. Florida’s recent parental consent law remains 
unchallenged. 
 
OBJECTION 4: This bill will harm women by restricting their ability to procure an abortion later 
in their pregnancies. 
 
RESPONSE 4: Allowing abortion until viability places many risks on women’s health, as 
research shows that women who had second-trimester abortions were much more likely than 
those who chose first-trimester abortions to experience significant injuries or death from 
abortion-related causes. This bill will advance the state’s interest in and responsibility to protect 
women from the dangerous health risks of abortion, especially those after 15 weeks. 
 
 
SPONSOR AND CO-SPONSORS: 
 
SB 146 – Sponsor: Stargel 
HB 5 – Sponsor: Grall; Co-Sponsors: Persons-Mulicka, Andrade, Bell, Beltran, Borrero, 
Gregory, Harding, Maggard, Maney, Massullo, Jr., Plakon, Roach, Robinson (W), Salzman, 
Sirois, Snyder, Yarborough 
 
 
STATUS:  
 
SB 146 – Referred to Health Policy; Appropriations 
HB 5 – Passed by Professions & Public Health Subcommittee (12-6); Referred to Health Care 
Appropriations Subcommittee; Health & Human Services Committee  
 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
Christie C. Arnold, Associate for Social Concerns/Respect Life 
carnold@flaccb.org, (850) 205-6826 
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