CatHoLiCc CHURCH IN FLORIDA

People and Places Education
1933,142 Catholics 3 Seminaries, 5 Universities
2 Archbishops, 11 Bishops 31,108 College Students
1,163 Priests, 674 Deacons 40 High Schools
86 Brothers, 569 Sisters 28,153 High School Students
7 Dioceses, 476 Parishes, 52 Missions 161 Elementary Schools
34 Stand-Alone Preschools
Health Care 64,595 PreK to 8th Grade Students
16 Hospitals 18 Special Education Schools/Programs
21 Counties Served 683 Special Education Students
11+ Million Service Area Population 7784 Teachers/Administrators
83,431 Students Receiving State Scholarships

Charitable Services
7 Catholic Charities Agencies
161 Service Sites
453,720 Clients Served

Information based on PJ. Kenedy & Sons, The Official
Catholic Directory, 2025 and reports from diocesan offices
and Catholic Charities USA
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

The nonpartisan public policy voice of the Catholic Church in Florida
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PuBLic PoLicy

PRIORITIES

2026



Lire

The true moral test of society is how the weakest and most vulnerable members
are freated. If the inalienable right to life of the unborn is not protected, the human
family will make litfle progress with other issues of life and dignity, including the
death penalty, poverty, and immigration.

Opposing abortion and limiting its harm to the greatest extent possible

Strengthening the social structures that support pregnant women and families,
including the Florida Pregnancy Care Network

Highlighting moral and practical problems with Florida’s death penalty to end
its use

Opposing any efforts to overturn Florida’s bans on physician-assisted suicide
and euthanasia, while supporting palliative and hospice care that respects the
dignity of the person

EbucATION

The Church supports the rights of parents to select the schools they deem best
suited for their children. There is a special emphasis on ensuring that poor and
disabled students receive federal and state services necessary to achieve
academically and socially.

Protecting parental rights in education and promoting opportunities for human
flourishing rooted in the truth, goodness, and beauty of the person and the
family

Increasing security resources in all schools, including Catholic schools

Expanding all of Florida's school choice scholarship programs to include pre-
kindergarten

Streamlining cooperation between public and nonpublic schools for the
implementation of federal programs, especially for special needs students

Improving teacher access to certification pathways and increasing teacher
recruitment and refention for all schools

HearLTH CARE

As a basic human right necessary for a healthy and just society, the Church
supports ensuring accessible, quality health care for all. Health delivery systems
must be rooted in values that respect life, acknowledge human dignity, and
respond fo the needs of the poor and vulnerable.

«  Ensuring access to health care, including mental health services, for all residents
of Florida, especially the most vulnerable and marginalized

« Promoting ethical care across the spectrum of life, no matter the stage or
condition

« Strengthening the safety net for seniors and other vulnerable Floridians in need
of nursing home care

«  Preserving health care conscience protections for providers and payors

HumaN DiGNITY

As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the world. Every person

has a fundamental right to life and to that which is required for human decency.
Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities to one another, our
families, and society.

« Improving access to and supply of affordable housing
+ Calling on Congress to pass federal multifaceted immigration reform

«  Ensuring humane treatment of all persons detained through Florida immigration
enforcement operations

« Improving prison conditions to ensure adequate staffing, health care, and air
conditioning

«  Protecting the poor and vulnerable from traps of debt and offering alternatives
to license suspension for those who demonstrate an inability to pay traffic
citation fees

«  Defeating human trafficking by combating sexual exploitation and the demand
for forced labor

«  Promoting policies that enhance the stewardship and care of Florida’s natural
environment

« Supporting reasonable gun control measures



