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Blessings in Jesus,Blessings in Jesus,Blessings in Jesus,Blessings in Jesus,    
Fr. David R. Wagner, Pastor 

Fr. Rafal A. Duda, Parochial Vicar  

December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
    

John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist.  He fed on 

locusts and wild honey.  And this is what he 

proclaimed:  

 

“One mightier than I is coming after me.  I 

am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 

thongs of his sandals.  I have baptized you 

with water; he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

    Mark 1:6-8 
        



 

  

  
 
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM FR . DAVID 

Watchfulness and Expectancy 
 

That we are to live expecting to meet the Lord at some point, and always to watch for His coming are key to living our Christian faith.  Not only because it’s wise 
to do so, but because the Lord Himself has commanded it.  Moreover, it is the will of God the Father that we be redeemed in Christ.  As our Creator, God wills 
that each of us comes to repentance, and redemption in Christ so that we may live with our Lord for all eternity in His Kingdom.  This, above all else, is 
something we can look forward to, and so we must. 
 

Back in the day, a man worked 40 years for a company, and at the time of his retirement, (which he expected and looked forward to) he expected a gold watch.  
Most of our lives involves whatever is coming next.  We look forward to Christmas, we look forward to graduation, and we look forward to all kinds of things.  
Looking forward to meeting the Lord and to Heaven ought to top our list of things to watch for and expect. 
 

We can reasonably narrow down to a more specific time frame most of the other things we watch for and expect: retirement comes in our 60s, graduation and 
marriage come in our young adulthood, etc. 
 

But as for the Lord’s return, here we look forward to something we know not when, only that it is certain to come at some point or other.  The Lord Himself says, 
“You do not know when the time will come.” 
 

I hear and read about, and see videos of people who nevertheless claim they do know when the time will come.  Some go so far as to pinpoint a date and a time.  
Others say that we are now living in the end times.  Even some Catholic Cardinals agree. 
 

The thing that concerns me is when some people cite Biblical references to support their claims.  The problem I have with it is this: when someone cites a 
passage from, say, The Book of Daniel in the Old Testament, and claims that it refers to what is happening in the present, I wonder why Daniel bothered to tell 
the people of his time about it.  Suppose I were to say that I’ve had a vision from God that 5,000 years from now, in a place nobody has ever heard of, the people 
living there at that future time, who speak a language that hasn’t been invented yet, will suffer terrible calamities and their lives will be ruined by earthquakes, 
famines, war, crime, disease and other bad things.  Would you be worried?  Would you change your lifestyle?  Why would you bother if these things weren’t 
going to happen for another 5,000 years?  It wouldn’t affect you in any way. 
 

Whatever any of the biblical authors wrote, it had to have been meaningful to the people living at that time and in that place.  Now it could be that it did, but also 
that the same writings in all of Holy Scripture had a particular meaning at the time and place they were written and are meaningful to us living in 21st century 
America as well, and even to all people at all times and in all places. 
 

However grim things may look to us now—the pandemic, the economy, all sorts of uncertainties—we are still called by the Lord to watch for and expect His 
coming.  Throughout all human history there have been troubles and tribulations, and to the best of my knowledge, the end has not yet  

And so we watch...Blessings in Jesus, Fr. DavidBlessings in Jesus, Fr. DavidBlessings in Jesus, Fr. DavidBlessings in Jesus, Fr. David 

Vigilando y Esperando  
 
Debemos vivir esperando encontrarnos con el Señor en algún momento, y siempre estar atentos a su venida son claves para vivir nuestra Fe Cristiana. No solo 
porque es prudente hacerlo, sino porque el Señor mismo lo ha ordenado. Además, es la voluntad de Dios Padre que seamos redimidos en Cristo. Como nuestro 
Creador, Dios quiere que cada uno de nosotros llegue al arrepentimiento y la redención en Cristo para que podamos vivir con nuestro Señor por toda la 
eternidad en Su Reino. Esto, por encima de todo, es algo que podemos esperar y, por lo tanto, debemos hacerlo. 
 

En el pasado, un hombre trabajaba 40 años para una empresa, y en el momento de su jubilación (que deseaba y anhelaba) esperaba un reloj de oro. La mayor 
parte de nuestras vidas implica lo que vendrá después. Esperamos la Navidad, esperamos la graduación y esperamos todo tipo de cosas. El anhelo de 
encontrarnos con el Señor y el Cielo debe encabezar nuestra lista de cosas que debemos esperar y anhelar. 
 

Podemos reducir razonablemente a un marco de tiempo más específico la mayoría de las otras cosas que esperamos y deseamos: la jubilación llega a los 60, 
la graduación y el matrimonio llegan en nuestra juventud, etc. 
 

Pero en cuanto al regreso del Señor, aquí esperamos algo que no sabemos cuándo, solo que es seguro que vendrá en algún momento u otro. El Señor mismo 
dice: "No sabéis cuándo llegará el momento". 
 

Escucho, leo y veo videos de personas que, sin embargo, afirman saber cuándo llegará el momento. Algunos van tan lejos como para señalar una fecha y una 
hora. Otros dicen que ahora vivimos en los últimos tiempos. Incluso algunos Cardenales Católicos están de acuerdo. 
 

Lo que me preocupa es cuando algunas personas citan referencias bíblicas para respaldar sus afirmaciones. El problema que tengo con esto es que: cuando 
alguien cita un pasaje de, digamos, El Libro de Daniel en el Antiguo Testamento, y afirma que se refiere a lo que está sucediendo en el presente, me pregunto 
por qué Daniel se molestó en decirle a la gente de su tiempo al respecto. Supongamos que dijera que he tenido una visión de Dios que dentro de 5,000 años, 
en algún del que nadie ha oído hablar, las personas que viven allí en ese tiempo futuro, que hablan un idioma que aún no se ha inventado, sufrirán terribles 
calamidades y sus vidas serán arruinadas por terremotos, hambrunas, guerras, crímenes, enfermedades y otras cosas malas. ¿Estarías preocupado? 
¿Cambiarías tu estilo de vida? ¿Por qué se molestaría si estas cosas no iban a suceder durante otros 5,000 años? No te afectaría de ninguna manera. 
 

Cualquier cosa que escribiera cualquiera de los autores bíblicos, tenía que haber sido significativo para las personas que vivían en ese momento y en ese lugar. 
Ahora bien, podría ser que sí, pero también que los mismos escritos en todas las Sagradas Escrituras tenían un significado particular en el momento y lugar en 
que fueron escritos y también son significativos para nosotros que vivimos en la América del siglo XXI, e incluso para todas las personas en todo momento y en 
todo lugar. 
 

Por muy sombrías que nos parezcan ahora las cosas —la pandemia, la economía, todo tipo de incertidumbres—, el Señor todavía nos llama a velar y esperar 
Su venida. A lo largo de toda la historia de la humanidad ha habido problemas y tribulaciones, y hasta donde yo sé, el final aún no ha llegado. 
 

Y así estaremos vigilantes ¡Bendiciones En Jesús!, Padre David¡Bendiciones En Jesús!, Padre David¡Bendiciones En Jesús!, Padre David¡Bendiciones En Jesús!, Padre David 



Sunday, December 6, 2020 –Second Sunday of 
Advent 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11, 2 Pt 3:8-14, Mk 1:1-8(5) 
 

7:45 am (Fr. Rafal) People of the Parish 
 

9:15 am (Fr. Rafal) All Souls in Purgatory 
 

11:00 am (Fr. David) †Norman Straumann  
 

5:00 pm (Fr. David) †Ann Elizabeth Bischea 
 

Monday, December 7, 2020—Saint Ambrose, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church 
Is 35:1-10, Lk 5:17-26(181) 
12:00 pm (Fr. David) †George Lenig    
 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020—THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY    
(Patronal Feastday of the United States of America) 
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12, Lk 1:26-38(689) 
7:00 am (both priests) †Fr. Tom Dowdell 
12:00 pm (both priests) †Ismael Torres 
7:00 pm (both priests) †Susanne Graham 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020-San Juan Diego 
Cuauhtiatoatzin 
Is 40:25-31, Mt 11:28-30(183)  
12:00 pm (Fr. David) †Michael Novak 
 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 
Is 41:13-20, Mt 11:11-15(184)  
12:00 pm (Fr. Rafal) †Homero Calderon   
 

Friday, December 11, 2020-Saint Damasus I, Pope    
Is 48:17-19, Mt 11:16-19(185) 
8:00 am (Fr. Rafal) †Homero Calderon 
 

Saturday, December 12, 2020—USA: OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE   
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab, Lk 1:26-38 or 
Lk 1:39-47 (690A) or any readings from the Lectionary for 
Mass (vol. IV), the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
nos. 707-712 
5:00 pm (Fr. David) †Elvira Davila 
 

7:00 pm (Fr. Rafal) Mass offered for  
   Padre Gustavo Montañez 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2020– Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11, 1 Thes 5:16-24, Jn 1:6-8, 19-28(8) 
7:45 am (Fr. Rafal) †Kathleen Marie Snyder 
 

9:15 am  (Fr. Rafal) †Jose Luis Sarabia     
 

11:00 am (Fr. David) †Bobby Waddell 
 

5:00 pm (Fr. David) People of the Parish 

 
HERO OF THE WEEK 

 

Mass Schedule  
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

“When you don’t have anything, then you have 

everything.    

    Mother Teresa 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Nicholas of Myra 

(traditionally 15 March 270 – 6 December 343) 

He is also known as Nicholas of Bari, was an early Christian  
bishop of Greek descent from the maritime city of Myra in Asia 
Minor (Greek: Μύρα; modern-day Demre, Turkey) during the time of 
the Roman Empire. Because of the many miracles attributed to 
his intercession, he is also known as Nicholas the Wonderworker.  
 

Very little is known about the historical Saint Nicholas. The earliest 
accounts of his life were written centuries after his death and 
contain many legendary elaborations. He is said to have been born 
in the Greek seaport of Patara, Lycia in Asia Minor to wealthy 
Christian parents.   
 

In his youth, he is said to have made a pilgrimage  
to Egypt and Palestine. Shortly after his return, he 
became Bishop of Myra. He was later cast into prison during 
the persecution of Diocletian, but was released after the accession 
of Constantine. An early list makes him an attendee at the First 
Council of Nicaeain 325, but he is never mentioned in any writings 
by people who were actually at the council. 
 

In one of the earliest attested and most famous incidents from his 
life, he is said to have rescued three girls from being forced into 
prostitution by dropping a sack of gold coins through the window of 
their house each night for three nights so their father could pay 
a dowry for each of them. 
 

Other early stories tell of him calming a storm at sea and saving 
three innocent soldiers from wrongful execution.  
 

Fewer than 200 years after Nicholas's death, the St. Nicholas 
Church was built in Myra under the orders of Theodosius II over the 
site of the church where he had served as bishop and Nicholas's 
remains were moved to a sarcophagus in that church. His relics in 
Bari are said to exude a miraculous watery substance known as 
"manna" or "myrrh”. 
 

In 1087, while the Greek Christian inhabitants of the region were 
subjugated by the newly arrived Muslim Seljuk Turks, and soon 
after their church was declared to be in schism by the Catholic 
church, a group of merchants from the Italian city of Bari removed 
the major bones of Nicholas's skeleton from his sarcophagus in the 
church without authorization and brought them to their hometown, 
where they are now enshrined in the Basilica di San Nicola. 
 

Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors, merchants, archers, 
repentant thieves, prostitutes, children, brewers, pawnbrokers, 
unmarried people, and students in various cities and countries 
around Europe. His reputation evolved among the faithful, as was 
common for early Christian saints, and his legendary habit of secret 
gift-giving gave rise to the traditional model of Santa 
Claus ("Saint Nick").  



 

The Sanctuary Lamp will 
burn this week in honor 

of 
Joseph Mata 

by 
Family    

 

                        
The Second  Collection  

on  
 December 12-13, 2020 

will be for 
 Notre Dame School 

                             
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, December 7, 2020—CURSILLOS/
ULTREYA, 7:00 p.m. in the Social Center.  All are 
Welcome! 
Lunes, 7 de diciembre—CURSILLOS/ULTREYA a 
las 7:00 p.m. en el Centro Social. Todos 
Bienvenidos! 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020—RCIA—6:00 p.m. in 
the Fireplace RM. 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020—INGLES 
TAMBÍEN,  5:00 p.m. in the Fireplace RM. ¡Todos 
Bienvenidos! 

Monday, December 7, 2020—GOOD SHEPHERD, 
5:00 p.m. in Kemper Hall  

Friday, December 11, 2020, - LA DANZA, 7:00 
p.m. in the Gymnasium. 

Saturday, December 12, 2020—Reconciliation  
3:00-4:30 p.m. in the Church.  All are Welcome!  

Corner of  Water and Washington 
Street, Kerrville, TX 78028

• Pastoral Center: 909 Main St. 
Office Hours:  8:00 am-5:00 pm,  

Closed 12:00 noon-1:00 pm 
830-257-5961 • Fax: 830-895-9771 

Monday, December 7, 2020—BOY SCOUTS, 7:00 
p.m. in the Gymnasium. 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020—GOOD 
SHEPHERD, 5:00pm in Kemper Hall 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020—5:30pm-EDGE-
Kemper Hall Youth Room Monday, December 7, 2020—GUADALUPANAS, 

5:30 p.m. in the Fireplace RM 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020—THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION MASS, 7:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 7:00 
p.m. in the Church. 

Saturday, December 12, 2020—OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE MASS, 7:00 p.m. in the Church. (by 
registration only)  

THANK YOU to all who help sponsor our Notre 
Dame bulletin.  Spaces are available; please call 
DIOCESAN for advertising information at 1-800-633-
1122 or online at Diocesan.com/Business. 

The Daughters of Notre Dame are currently 
accepting Christmas Memorials.  A special 
Memorial Mass will be said on Sunday, January 3, 
2021 at the 7:45 a.m. Mass; names will be published in 
the weekly bulletin.  Envelopes for donations are 
located in the back of the church in the Narthex.  
Donations  may be placed in the collection basket or 
dropped off at the Pastoral Center.  Deadline for 
intentions is Sunday, December 27, 2020.  

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION 
FOR DECEMBER 
 

Let us prayer that every country 
decides to take necessary measures 
to make the future of children a 
priority, especially the future of 
children who are suffering today. 



Roy Ybarra, William Etchison,  
Ariana Lambdin, Bill Gibson, Steve 
Erickson, MaKenna Erickson, Mark 
B. Anderson, Maria Acosta, Marissa 
Hernandez, Marci Denton, Deacon 
Sonny Kaufhold. 

 

 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 

 
There will be many opportunities for spiritual 
enrichment during the upcoming seasons of Advent 
and Christmas. 
 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020— 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
(Holy Day of Obligation) 
SOLEMNIDAD DE LA INMACULADA CONCEPCIÓN 
DE LA SANTÍSIMA VIRGEN MARÍA 
 Masses/Misas at:  
 7:00 am,  
 12:00 Noon  
 7:00 pm (Bilingual/Bilingüe) 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020— 
 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
FIESTA DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE  
 6:00 am—Las Mañanitas 
 

 Regular 5:00 pm Mass 
 

 7:00 pm—Mass in Spanish/Español 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020— 
 

PARISH RECONCILIATION-4:30 pm in the Church 
RECONCILIACIÓN PARROQUIAL-4:30 pm de la 
tarde en la Iglesia 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE-Thursday, December 24 
VIGILIA DE LA NATIVIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR  
 

 4:00 pm (with Children in English/con niños) 
  

 5:30 pm (English/Inglés) 
  

 7:00 pm (Spanish/Español) 
 

 12:00 am Midnight Mass/media noche  
 (prelude begins at 11:30 pm) 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY– Friday, December 25 
LA NATIVIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR 
 10:00 am (English/Inglés) 
 
New Year’s Eve Mass-December 31 
Vigila del Año Nuevo  
 5:00 pm 
 
New Year’s Day Masses-January 1 
Misas del Año Nuevo  
 9:15 am (Spanish/Español) 
 11:00 am (English/Inglés) 
 
     

 

Update for The Society of St Vincent de Paul  
Notre Dame Kerrville 

 

We are in need of grocery bags (gently used) for Pantry and 
Store. 
 

Thank you for your continued support.   

 

Current Hours: 
 

Food Pantry   Wednesday 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
                        Saturday 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
 

Financial Aid  Monday and Saturday 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

                        Wednesday 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
 

The Thrift Store is open Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Donations are accepted on Tuesday’s 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. in the warehouse.   
 

The store will open only the first two Saturdays in December 
after food distribution. 

Make a difference.  “Every dollar makes a difference 
in covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot.  
Hundred of US religious communities struggle to 
provide for aging members because most senior 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
served for little pay.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund 
for Religious helps these communities bridge the 
gap, offering support for medications, nursing 
care, and other necessities.  Please be generous. 

Mejoren la situación.  “Cada dólar ayuda a cubrir 
nuestros gastos”, dice un abad trapense.  Cientos de 
comunidades religiosas en EE. UU. luchan para cuidar 
a sus miembros ancianos porque la mayoría de las 
hermanas, hermanos y sacerdotes católicos mayores 
de órdenes religiosas sirvieron recibiendo escaso o 
ningún pago.  Su donativo al Fondo para la Jubilación 
de Religiosos ayuda a estas comunidades a cubrir 
las carencias, ofreciendo ayuda para recetas 
médicas, cuidados de enfermería y otras 
necesidades.  Sean generosos.  

RCIA REFLECTIONS 
We thank God for those in our RCIA 

journey this year.  Please keep them 

in your prayers as they continue to 

learn about our Catholic faith, and 

about God’s love for them.   



 

    

    

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTION    
                
 

 November 21-22, 2020  
 

    
 CHURCH 
 
 Envelopes/Checks  $ 15,974.50 
 

 Currency/Coin           806.28     
 

 Capital Improvement           110.00     
 
       

 TOTAL   $ 16,890.78 
 
  
  
 November 16-22, 2020 
 On-line Giving 
 
 Church   $  1,790.00 
 
  

 ND School         150.00 
 

   
 TOTAL   $  1,940.00  
 
  
 Catholic Campaign 
 For Human Development 
 (2nd Collection) $     697.68 
  

  
  
 TOTAL   $     697.68 
 
 
   
  
 SCHOOL 
 
 School Support 
 Envelopes  $   1,022.00 
 

 Guardian Angel      2,000.00 
 
  

   
 TOTAL   $   3,022.00       
    

                
 

   

Online giving for your benefit and convenience.  
If you appreciate the ease of online banking, you 
will be happy to know that you can easily offer a 
regular tithe with automatic online donations.  
Please visit notredamechurch.cc/online-giving to 
learn more.  Make a one-time gift, or create a 
personal recurring gift account.  It is quick, easy and 
convenient.  

NOTRE DAME  

PARISH GOAL—-$78,500.00. 

Pledged Up to Date—60.66% 

From the Archbishop 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Thank you for leading the way by supporting this 
year’s Annual Appeal. 
 

Yours in an example of how to live in grateful 
stewardship.  Together we are serving the spiritual and 
material needs of our most vulnerable neighbors in a 
unique and irreplaceable way.  It means more than 
ever this year, as our ministries work tirelessly to keep 
their doors open to meet urgent needs. 
 

This report (found in Today’s Catholic) shares a 
glimpse of how our collective generosity is changing 
the lives of people across the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio.  But many needs remain.  I pray you will 
consider making an Appeal offering before December 
31.  
 

Thank you to those who have already made their gift 
this year.  With your support we are able to 
accompany more people who are relying on our help.  
You may give online or text-to-give at (210)750-6712, 
keyword: APPEAL. 



 

 
DO YOU SHOP ON 
Amazon.com? 

 
AMAZON SMILE-. AmazonSmile is a simple and 

automatic way for you to support your favorite 

charitable organization every time you shop, at 

no cost to you. When you shop 

at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 

low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to your favorite charitable 

organization.   

Ours is Notre Dame Catholic School Kerrville.   
Use us when you shop Amazon!! 

 
Box Tops for 
Education are 
even easier to 
collect for Notre 
Dame Catholic 
School.  
Download the Box 
Tops Bonus App.  
Scan your receipt 
and watch your 
earnings stack up!  
Sure you can still 
clip and save, 
however, what if 
you didn’t know 
that product has 
Box Tops for 
Education or 
threw it in the 
trash.  Remember 
before you throw 
away that receipt 
“Scan It”!  See 
details. 


