
The vision of Notre Dame Catholic Church is to glorify God by being a faithful, inclusive community  

who, in the name of Jesus Christ, enables all to grow in their rela�onship with God and  

with one another through witness, worship and service. 

December  20, 2020 

Christmas BlessingChristmas BlessingChristmas BlessingChristmas Blessing    
 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

At this unique moment of the year 

We’d like to say Thank You for being with us all year long. 

Thank you for your trust and love. 

Thank you for being present for us –  

like Mary and Joseph for Jesus. 
 

We wish you to feel Jesus’ presence in your life –  

in your families. 

We wish you to keep joy in your hearts. 

We wish you to believe that Jesus is always close –  

watching over us.  
 

With Christmas’ Blessing +, 
 

Father David, Father RafaelFather David, Father RafaelFather David, Father RafaelFather David, Father Rafael    
and our Notre Dame Parish Staffand our Notre Dame Parish Staffand our Notre Dame Parish Staffand our Notre Dame Parish Staff    



 

  

  
 
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM FR . DAVID 

The Nativity of Our Lord—Part 1 
 

I was in the hospital once.  I was afflicted with a very serious condition.  I was so weak I couldn’t life my head up.  My vision was 
blurred.  I couldn’t speak.  I had what seemed like muscular spasms – I couldn’t control my arm or leg movements.  My arms and legs just 
jerked around.  I wasn’t able to walk or even sit up.  Neither could I control my other bodily functions.   I couldn’t eat regular food.  I had to be 
watched at all times.  I was quite vulnerable.  There is a name for what I had.  It is called infancy.  I got over it. 
 Infancy is something all of us have been through.  At least this one thing we all share.  We share much more than that, too.  But we 
come into this world totally dependent upon those who care for us: our mothers, the rest of our families and others. 
 We can almost imagine what it might be like to be an infant again.  We know how small and helpless infants are.   
 But what we certainly cannot imagine is how this must have been for God.  It’s amazing, the great humility of God Almighty to give 
up his glory and to come be here among us.  God came to us as a baby boy.   
 God, whose greatness cannot be measured or fathomed; God, who made the heavens and the earth; God who set the stars in their 
courses through the heavens; God, who filled the earth with all its life and beauty; God the author of peace and lover of concord; God, the 
source of all light and truth and goodness; God, who gave us breath and bid us be fruitful and multiply; God, the One from whom we came 
and the One to whom we shall return, He came to us as a baby boy.  
 A little infant He was.  He, the One who is omniscient was so weak He couldn’t lift up His head.  He who sees all, had blurred vision.  
He, the One who said “Let there be light”, couldn’t speak.  He, who holds the whole world in His hands, couldn’t control His own body.  He, 
upon whom all creation depends, let himself be the most vulnerable of all.  He came to us as a baby boy. 
 We need to take notice of the two parts of that.  First, He came to us.  We never would have found Him otherwise.  We might have 
imagined that we had found Him.  We might have invented another god we thought was Him.  We might have invented another god we 
thought we wanted.  Throughout history, all cultures have had religions.  They tried to reach out to God.  They tried to come to God the best 
way they knew.  But the only way anyone would ever come to know God, would be if He came to us.  And so He did. 
 He didn’t create us and then leave us on our own.  He didn’t make us and then leave us to grope in the darkness.  From the 
beginning, God’s design was that we would be with Him.  We are meant to live with God, to know God, to have fellowship with God, and to 
share His life with Him in His glory.  Like a fish is designed to live in water.  Like a bird is designed to fly and live in the air.  Like bees are 
meant to make honey.  Our true nature, true humanity is designed by God to live with Him and to enjoy Him forever. God with us, Emmanuel. 
Blessings in Jesus, Fr. David Blessings in Jesus, Fr. David Blessings in Jesus, Fr. David Blessings in Jesus, Fr. David     

La Natividad de Nuestro Señor – 1ª Parte 
           
 Una vez estuve en el hospital. Estaba afligido por una enfermedad muy grave. Estaba tan débil que no podía levantar la cabeza. Mi 
visión estaba borrosa. No podía hablar. Tenía lo que parecían espasmos musculares, no podía controlar los movimientos de mis brazos o 
piernas. Mis brazos y piernas simplemente se movían. No pude caminar ni siquiera sentarme. Tampoco podía controlar mis otras funciones 
corporales. No podía comer comida normal. Tenía que ser vigilado en todo momento. Estaba bastante vulnerable. Hay un nombre para lo 
que tenía. Se llama infancia. Lo superé. 
          La infancia es algo por lo que todos hemos pasado. Al menos, esto es lo único  que todos compartimos. También compartimos mucho 
más que eso. Pero llegamos a este mundo totalmente dependientes de quienes nos cuidan: nuestras madres, el resto de nuestra familia y 
otros. 
          Casi podemos imaginar lo que sería volver a ser un bebé. Sabemos lo pequeños e indefensos que son los bebés. 
           Pero lo que ciertamente no podemos imaginar es cómo debe haber sido esto para Dios. Es asombroso, la gran humildad de Dios 
Todopoderoso al renunciar a su gloria y estar aquí entre nosotros. Dios vino a nosotros cuando era un niño. 
           Dios, cuya grandeza no se puede medir ni sondear; Dios, que hizo los cielos y la tierra; Dios que puso las estrellas en su curso a 
través de los cielos; Dios, que llenó la tierra con toda su vida y belleza; Dios, autor de la paz y amante de la concordia; Dios, la fuente de toda 
luz, verdad y bondad; Dios, que nos dio aliento y nos invitó a ser fructíferos y multiplicarnos; Dios, Aquel de quien venimos y Aquel a quien 
volveremos, vino a nosotros como un niño. 
           Era un pequeño infante. Él, el que es omnisciente, era tan débil que no podía levantar la cabeza. El que ve todo, tenía la visión 
borrosa. Él, el que dijo "Hágase la luz", no podía hablar. Él, que tiene el mundo entero en Sus manos, no podía controlar Su propio cuerpo. 
Él, de quien depende toda la creación, se dejó ser el más vulnerable de todos. Vino a nosotros cuando era un bebé. 
          Necesitamos tomar nota de las dos partes de eso. Primero, vino a nosotros. De otra manera nunca lo hubiéramos encontrado. 
Podríamos haber imaginado que lo habíamos encontrado. Podríamos haber inventado otro dios que pensamos que era Él. Podríamos haber 
inventado otro dios que pensamos que queríamos. A lo largo de la historia, todas las culturas han tenido religiones. Intentaron acercarse a 
Dios. Intentaron acercarse a Dios de la mejor manera que conocían. Pero la única forma en que alguien llegaría a conocer a Dios sería si Él 
viniera a nosotros. Y así lo hizo. 
           Él no nos creó y luego nos dejó solos. Él no nos obligó y luego nos dejó a tientas en la oscuridad. Desde el principio, el diseño de Dios 
fue que estuviéramos con Él. Debemos vivir con Dios, conocer a Dios, tener comunión con Dios y compartir Su vida con Él en Su gloria. 
Como un pez está diseñado para vivir en el agua. Como un pájaro está diseñado para volar y vivir en el aire. Como las abejas están 
destinadas a producir miel. Nuestra verdadera naturaleza, la verdadera humanidad está diseñada por Dios para vivir con Él y disfrutarlo para 
siempre. Emmanuel, Dios con nosotros. 
¡Bendiciones! En Jesús, Padre David¡Bendiciones! En Jesús, Padre David¡Bendiciones! En Jesús, Padre David¡Bendiciones! En Jesús, Padre David    
 



SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

Mass Schedule  

Sunday, December 20, 2020 –Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Rom 16:25-27, Lk 1:26-38(11)  
 

7:45 am (Fr. David )  †Noah Shaw 
 

9:15 am (Fr. David)  †Manuel Sanchez Jr. 
 

11:00 am (Fr. Rafal)  †Louis Shawn Manahan 
 

5:00 pm (Fr. Rafal)  †Maria Ayala Garza 
 

Monday, December 21, 2020-Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a, Lk 1:39-45(197) 
 

12:00 pm (Fr. David) †Antonio Pruneda 
 

Tuesday, December 22 , 2020 
1 Sm 1:24-28, Lk 1:46-56(198)    
 

7:00 am (Fr. Rafal)  Mass offered for  
   Jose & Carmen Montañez  
 

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 –Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24, Lk 1:57-66(199)   
 

12:00 pm (Fr. David) †George Vlasek 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2020-CHRISTMAS EVE 
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Lk 1:67-79(200) 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25(13) 
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14(14)   
 

4:00 pm (Both Priests) †Homero Calderon 
 

5:30 pm (Both Priests) Mass offered for Luz Sanchez 
  Mass offered for Global Unbound  
  Community 
 

7:00 pm (Both Priests) †Hector Oranday 
 

12:00 am (Both Priests) †Msgr. Todd O’Leary 
  †Fr. Henry Kemper & All Deceased 
  former Pastors of ND Church 
 

Friday, December 25, 2020-THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(CHRISTMAS)    
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20(15) 
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14(16) 
 

10:00 am (Both Priests) Mass offered for Dianne Albrecht 
 
Saturday, December 26, 2020—St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 or, in 
Year B, Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3, Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19, Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 
39-40(17) 
 

5:00 pm (Fr. David)  †Andrew Miciotto 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2020– THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 
AND JOSEPH 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 or, in 
Year B, Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3, Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19, Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 
39-40(17) 
 

7:45 am (Fr. Rafal)  Mass offered for Karolyn Andrews  
 

9:15 am  (Fr. Rafal)  †Janet Melendez  
 

11:00 am (Fr. David) †Ed Nemec 
 

5:00 pm (Fr. David)  People of the Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas’ Spirit 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, comes into our 

midst and we reject his word, his message that we 
must love one another as he loved us.  

In this final week of Advent, I hope and 
pray that I, and that all of us, can commit ourselves 
to make the celebration of Christmas what it really 
should be: a feast day, a celebration of a sacred 
event, the most sacred event in all of human history 
— the coming of God to be part of our human 
family, to show us the way to fullness of life and 
peace and joy, and to commit ourselves to that. 

But then, not just from now until 
Christmas, but on into the new year to take up the 
message of Jesus, to make it our message that the 
Spirit of God is upon me to proclaim good news to 
the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to give the blind 
new sight, to set the downtrodden free and proclaim 
God's year of favor (fullness of life for everyone).  

We must bring back the full religious 
meaning of Christmas. This week I hope all of us 
make a special effort to think about what it really 
means, and then commit ourselves to listen to Jesus, 
to follow him, and to make his way our way so that 
we bring peace and fullness of life to everyone. 

 
 

From homily given by Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 

at St. Philomena, Detroit, Michigan 



 

The Sanctuary Lamp  
will burn this week   

in memory  
of  

 Andy Miciotto 
by  

Barbara Miciotto  

                                    
         The Second Collection  

      on December 26 & 27, 2020  
  will be for 

    Notre Dame Building Repair Fund 
   

 Thank you for your generosity! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, December 21, 2020—CURSILLOS/
ULTREYA, 7:00 p.m. in the Social Center.  All are 
Welcome! 
Lunes, 21 de diciembre—CURSILLOS/ULTREYA 
a las 7:00 p.m. en el Centro Social. Todos 
Bienvenidos! 

Tuesday, December 22, 2020—RCIA—6:00 p.m. 
in the Social Center. 

Wednesday, —INGLES TAMBÍEN,  will resume 
on Wednesday, January 6, 2021. 

Saturday, December 26, 2020—Reconciliation  
3:00-4:30 p.m. in the Church.  All are Welcome!  

Monday—Good Shepherd will resume on 
Monday, January 4, 2021. 
 

Thursday, CATHOLIC WAY BIBLE STUDY, will 
resume on Thursday, January 7, 2021.  

Monday, December 21, 2020—Boy Scouts, 6:45 
p.m. in the Gym. 

Wednesday, —Good Shepherd will resume on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021. 
 

Wednesday, —EDGE will resume on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021. 

Thursday,—M.O.S.T., will resume Thursday, 
January 7, 2021. 
jueves,  M.O.S.T. regresa el jueves, 7 de enero 
2021. 

                                    
      The Collection  

      on December 25, 2020  
  will be for 

    Assumption Seminary 
   

 Thank you for your generosity! 

The Daughters of Notre Dame are currently accepting 
Christmas Memorials.  A special Memorial Mass will be 

said on Sunday, January 3, 2021 at the 7:45am Mass; 

names will be published in the weekly bulletin.  Envelopes 

for donations are located in the back of the church in the 

Narthex.  Donations may be placed in the collection 

basket or dropped off at the Pastoral Center.  Deadline for 

intentions is Sunday, December 27, 2020. 

 
PRAY THE ROSARY  

RCIA REFLECTIONS 
We thank God for those in our RCIA 
journey this year.  Please keep them 
in your prayers as they continue to 
learn about our Catholic faith, and 
about God’s love for them.   

                
 NOTRE DAME CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Corner of Water and Washington Street, 
Kerrville, TX 78028  

Pastoral Center: 909 Main St.   
830-257-5961  Fax: 830-895-9771  
Faith Formation 830-896-4233   

School 830-257-6707 
www.notredamechurch.cc 

   Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:00pm,  

                                              Closed 12:00 noon-1:00 pm 



 
FIRST SATURDAY PRO-LIFE ROSARY 

 

led by the Knights of Columbus  
 

Saturday, January 2, 2021     
 

at 4:15 p.m. 
 

at Notre Dame Catholic Church 
Kerrville, Texas 

 

Come and pray the rosary and satisfy the 
request of Our Lady of Fatima to honor 
Her Immaculate Heart and help bring 
about peace in the world and to also pray 

for the end of abortion and the culture of death. 
 

In the July 13, 1917 apparition at Fatima, Our Lady said, “I 
shall come to ask for...the Communion of Reparation on the 
first Saturdays.”  She came expressly to request this 
devotion when she appeared to Sister Lucia on December 
10, 1925, in Pontevedra, Spain, where she was preparing to 
start her religious life. 
 

With the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate 
Heart for these five offenses, we are asked to: 
1. Go to confession (Can be within 8 days before or after 

the First Saturday). 
2. Receive Holy Communion 
3. Pray five decades of the Rosary 
4. Keep Our Lady company for 15 minutes while 

meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary.  
 

 

 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

 

 
There will be many opportunities for spiritual 
enrichment during the upcoming seasons of Advent 
and Christmas. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE-Thursday, December 24 
VIGILIA DE LA NATIVIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR  
 

 4:00 pm (with Children in English/con niños) 
  

 5:30 pm (English/Inglés) 
  

 7:00 pm (Spanish/Español) 
 

 12:00 am Midnight Mass/media noche  
 (prelude begins at 11:30 pm) 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY– Friday, December 25 
LA NATIVIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR 
  

 10:00 am (Bilingual/Bilingũe) 
 
New Year’s Eve Mass-December 31 
Vigila del Año Nuevo  
  

 5:00 pm 
 
New Year’s Day Masses-January 1 
Misas del Año Nuevo  
  

 9:15 am (Spanish/Español) 
 11:00 am (English/Inglés) 
 
     

 
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER 
INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 
 

We pray that our personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a 
life of prayer. 

Roy Ybarra, William Etchison, Bill Gib-
son, Steve Erickson, MaKenna Erick-
son, Maria Acosta, Ariana Lambdin, 
Mark B. Anderson, Marissa Hernandez, 
Deacon Sonny Kaufhold, Olan Mahl-
mann, Regina Kelly, Mauricio Reyes. 

 

Please pray for those who have died, 
and have gone to their eternal rest with 
the Lord, especially for Camille Sarna, 
Faye Ortiz & William Vlasek.   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

“Life is a song, sing it.  Life is a struggle, accept 

it.”     Mother Teresa 

 

The Pastoral Center will close on Wednesday, December 
23, 2020 and remain closed until Monday, December 28, 
2020 in Observance of the Nativity of the Lord, 
Christmas. 
 

May all have a blessed, safe Christmas & New Year! 



 
    

    

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTIONOFFERTORY COLLECTION    
                
 

 December 5-6, 2020  
 

   

 CHURCH 
 
 Envelopes/Checks  $ 19,277.50 
 

 Currency/Coin                   1,163.00  
 

 Capital Improvement         341.00 
      
      

 TOTAL   $ 20,781.50 
  
  
 Retired Fund for 
 Religious  
 (2nd Collection) $     858.00 
 
  

 St. Vincent de Paul          62.50 
 

  
 TOTAL   $     920.50 
 
 
 Nov. 30—Dec. 6, 2020 
 On-line Giving   
  
 Church   $ 5,731.00 
  

 School                     175.00 
 

 Bldg. Fund          55.00  
 
 TOTAL   $ 5,761.00 
 
   
 
     
  
 SCHOOL 
 
 School Envelopes $      00.00 
 
  
 TOTAL   $      00.00 
                   
  

                

Online giving for your benefit and convenience.  
If you appreciate the ease of online banking, you 
will be happy to know that you can easily offer a 
regular tithe with automatic online donations.  
Please visit notredamechurch.cc/online-giving to 
learn more.  Make a one-time gift, or create a 
personal recurring gift account.  It is quick, easy and 
convenient.  

 
Box Tops for 
Education are even 
easier to collect for 
Notre Dame 
Catholic School.  
Download the Box 
Tops Bonus App.  
Scan your receipt 
and watch your 
earnings stack up!  
Sure you can still 
clip and save, 
however, what if 
you didn’t know 
that product has 
Box Tops for 
Education or threw 
it in the trash.  
Remember before 
you throw away 
that receipt “Scan 
It”!  See details. 

 

DO YOU SHOP ON 
Amazon.com? 

 
AMAZON SMILE-. AmazonSmile is 

a simple and automatic way for you to support 
your favorite charitable organization every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.   

Ours is Notre Dame Catholic School Kerrville.   
Use us when you shop Amazon!! 




