o

years of ?ﬁé'(:F{L;rch,= there were
networks, satellite TV, cell phones,
MySpace, or blogs; no IMving or texti
Ex overnight delivery. Yet, within
Jesus’ death, Christianity had spread

Ic spread rh.euﬂewgg gibqgr Jésus C/Hnsf in the' early

no cable news

Infernet, e-mail,
ng; and no Fed-

enty vears affer

across a large
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geographical area. How could «C’ﬁrisﬁgni& ihcjxiffg__

spread so quickly without modern means of commu:
nication@
Hop in a time machirie. Take yourself back to
ihe first century AD. You know when friends change:
you nofice something different about how
they act or look. Somefimes you won-
der and want o ask, “What's dif
ferent about you? Something’s .O.. :
different.”  Now imagine '
that your friend next door,
back in the first century,
is acting a bit differ
ently. You can't quite
pinpoint what it is.
His family regularly
gathers with other
;_- families in  their
: homes. You're not

~ sure what they do

,jﬁess of taking care of
' :}Nork and ordinary tasks.
“Even your parenis com

" ment there seems fo be a

wasn't there before, like a peaceful
. ness or joy in them. You notice this in your

.E_iend 100, There's something different about how




&
o

l_and the Church

he is treating his sister (whom he's never goﬂe,%g

o along with well), and he is actually helping ouf
1. cround the neighborhood. ’
/) \ Finally, you ask, “You've changed. Some:_‘
thing is different. What's happened?” Youi
friend might say something like, “Yes. | have
changed. My family is Christian now. We
follow the teachings of Jesus Christ.” You're
curious, so you say, “Tell me more.” Now ret.
member, this is the first century. Your friend
does not whip out a Bible from his pocket
or pull a Catechism off the shelf. None
of these things was in the early Church. |
Instead, he would rely on the spoken :
word and the modeling of a new way -
of life. With the help of the Holy Spirit,
he would share this new faith with you.

The Spirit
at Work

Hop back into your time machine. Come back to the
present. Imaginative scenes like the one just described
can't capture the reality of life during the early years
of the Church. While some families like the one men-
tioned above may have kept their faith fairly quiet,
other Christians were open and vocal. They actively
recruited followers and preached the Gospel, even
when this meant risking persecution.

The Acts of the Apostles gives us the earliest
written accounts of the Church. Acts describes what
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we call the Aposiolic Church—the Chufd}{ i

of the Apostles and their first followers. It de-

scribes the travels of Peter and Paul spreading {
the Word of God from Jerusalem to the far
reaches of the Roman Empire. A main theme
in Acts is how the Holy Spirit worked to guide
the community so the Word of God could

spreod._

let's recall how it all started. Jesus does
not leave his Apostles, not even Peter, with a
"gefting started” guide. There are no step-
bysstep instructions for what to do next. Jesus
doesn't map out an organizational plan for
the Church. He doesnt give them @ pracfice” |

schedule or leave them with weekataglance

in Rome became the 1
important in the Church,
and the bishop of Rome
bgég:ﬁé_thé_mcsf .imppr';gbt :
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planner, homework assignments, or agenda items for

meetings. Instead, what he leaves them with is the

promise that he will send his Spirit fo guide them.
“The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will feach you everything and
make you remember all that | have told you”
John 14:26).
In the first chapter of Acts, we read
about how Jesus siays on earth for forty days
after the Resurrection. He appears to the Apos-
fles and instructs them by the power of the Holy Spirit.
He talks with them about the Kingdom of God. He
tells them 1o stay in Jerusalem and that “in a few days
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5).
He even gives them the following hint as to what the
Spirit will help them do: “When the Holy Spirit comes
upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will

be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, and

Tongues of fire. This

is what the disciples
saw on the grear feast of
Pentecost. Filled with
the power of the Holy
Spirit, they went out

to transform the world.

When we are on fire
with the Spirit, we can

do the same. P m

copyright © Rediant light 2008, www.radiantlight org.uk

lustration by Elizabeth \"Vaﬁg, "The Descent of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost’, r
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- out and touched each person

Chapter 17: Pentecost and the Early Church |~

Samaria, and fo the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Jesus tells the Apostles what they are to do and what
their mission will be: to evangelize. This means to
continue the mission of Jesus Christ by spreading the
Good News to the ends of the earth.

Come, Holy
e @
Spirit
Jesus' promise about the
coming of the Holy Spirit
came true a short while
later. We call this
event Pentecost.
"When the day of
Pentecost came, all
the believers were
gathered together
in one place. Sud-
denly there was a
noise from the sky
which sounded like
a strong wind blow-
ing, and it filled the
whole house where
they were sitting. Then
they sow what looked like

tongues of fire, which spread

there. They were all filled with the
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2:1-4).

the sky which sounded like 4

What Does
This Mean?

Before Pentecost, Peter emerged as the
leader of this Christian community strug-
dling to find its way. One of the first
things Peter does after Jesus ascends to
heaven is guide the Aposfles in choos-
ing a successor to Judas (see Acts
1:12-26). On Pentecost, Pefer, along
with the other Apostles takes on a more
visible and brave role in spreading the
news about God's Kingdom.
Imagine the scene af-
ter the Holy Spirit has come.
The Apostles are speaking in
different languages. There is

open ourselves noise and confusion. People

to the energy
- of Gods love,
- great things

are wondering, “What does
this mean?” (see Acts 2 12).

happen.

lliustrafion by Elizabeth Wang, Through the Touch of the Holy Spirit’,
copyright © Radiont light 2008, www radiantlight org.uk

Holy Spirit and began fo talk in other lcnguog-?
es, as the Spirit enabled them fo speak” (Acts .

Suddenly there was a noise from -

strong wind blowing. (Acts 2:2)




Things are so wild and crazy that
“others made fun of the believ-
ers, saying, ‘These people are
drunk!"" (Acts 2:13).

What is Peter to do? He gets
up in front of the crowd with the
other Apostles gathered around
him and speaks. First, he tells the
crowd: ‘These people are not
drunk, as you suppose; it is only
nine o'clock in the moming” [Acts
2:15). Then he reminds everyone
that God has promised he will pour
out his Spirit [see Acts 2:18). He
also reminds them about Jesus of

Nazareth and the meaning of the

Resurrection. He makes a stunning

announcement to the crowd: Jesus is
the one whom God has made Lord
and Messiah! (see Acts 2:30).

“God has raised this very Jesus from
death, and we are all witnesses to
this fact. He has been raised to the
right side of God, his Father, and has
received from him the Holy Spirit, as
he had promised. What you now see
and hear is his gift that he has poured
out on us.” (Acts 2:32-33)

Chapter 17: Pentecost and the Early zthurxih ""

. thurgy
Connechon 7

Every'year, the Church cel-
ebrates the feast of Pentecost
during the Easter season.
When you go to Church on
Pentecost Sunday, you will

- see red vestments (the special
 religious clothing worn by -

priests) and ted decorations.
One of the things the color

 red symbolizes when you
see it at ¢hi.1rch is lthg Holy
Spirit. The red tongues of fire
desccnded on the Apostles at
Pentecost.

~ Ifyou go to the vzgﬂ

~ Mass on the Saturday evening
- before Pentecost, you will hear

]ohn7 37+39 proclalmed L[y

this: passage, Jesus refers to the

Holy Spirit as living water.
What does this tell you about
how the Holy Spirit works in
your life?
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Saints Peter and
Paul (center, in

front of tapestry)
took seriously the
mission Jesus gave
us to go out and
make disciples, How
do young people
contribute to this

mission?

Troubled by this, the people ask the Aposr!es;;%l
"What shall we do, brotherse” (Acts 2:37). Pe#er.'__;

e

answers them: “Each one of you must turn away.§

from your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven: and you 5
will receive God's giff, the Holy Spirit. For God's

promise was made to you and your children, ond 1o

all who are far away —all whom the lord our God
calls to himself” (Acts 2:38-39). ;

Know, Love,
and Serve the Lord

From this moment forward, the job is clear: spread
the Good News. Baptize in the name of the Father,
Son, and Spirit. From this moment forward, the Holy
Spirit takes charge. Believers gather in community
as followers of Jesus Christ. These believers come

together to know, love, and serve the lord . They are

Bl VWitman



called Christians because, like Christ, they have
been anointed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism. Christos
is Greek for “anointed one.” From this moment for-
ward, followers of Jesus Christ, on fire with the Spirit,

will take his message to the ends of the earth.
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