
January 2023 

Dear Parishioners, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your families. May you be filled with joy, 

peace, and love as we celebrate the Christmas Season and New Year 2023 in Jesus Christ, the 

Emmanuel, “God with us.”  

During our Christmas celebration, you received a book “Holy Moments” – [A Handbook for the 

Rest of Your Life] by Matthew Kelly which was gifted to you by the parish. It is a small spiritual 

book, simple and easy read, only 109 pages with the contents consisting of four major parts. I 

really enjoyed reading it. I hope you will find it beneficial and meaningful for your prayer life. 

Every moment in our life is given freely from God and they are good. The question is: “How we 

use them and make them holy?” In other words, what are holy moments? Matthew defines, “A 

holy moment is a single moment in what you open yourself to God, you make yourself available 

to Him. You set aside personal preference of self-interest, and for one moment you do what you 

prayerfully believe God is calling you to do” (Kelly 33).  

On behalf of Deacon Jeff and the staff, I thank you for your prayer, support, and cooperation in 

preparing for Christmas. I have a good sense of our parish family coming together in praising God 

and helping others. We had a wonderful time celebrating the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary at the mission in Steilacoom and Simbang Gabi at St. John Bosco. 

We feel very blessed to host and be able to welcome so many people from various parishes within 

the Pierce Deanery. Archbishop Etienne will be with us on Saturday, January 28th, 2023 to 

celebrate our patron Saint, Saint John Bosco. I invite you to mark that day on your calendar and 

be present at our 5:00 pm Mass to welcome our chief shepherd, give thanks to Almighty God, and 

ask for the intercession of St. John Bosco. There will be a reception after Mass and all are welcome.  

Beginning January 8, 2023, join us Sundays for breakfast following our 10:00 am Sunday Mass. 

We would love to have you join us for fellowship and to share your faith journey with each other. 

Additional opportunities for fellowship include Bingo once a month and Ping-Pong Club twice a 

week. Please see the bulletin and the website for additional information.   

I want to inform you that we just hired a part-time Parish Liturgy Consultant, Brian Guillot and 

hopefully we will get a maintenance person on board by the end of February.  

Thank you so much for your patience, prayers and contributions. Please continue pray for each 

other especially those who need them the most.  

Lastly, I will be taking sometime away from the parish from 12/26-1/2/2023. Fr. Justin Ryan will 

cover the weekend Masses while I am gone. Please extend a warm welcome to Fr. Ryan during 

my absence. In the following weeks beginning at Ordinary Time, I will preach on the different 

parts Holy Mass.  

Blessing of the Emmanuel to you all, 

 Fr. Thomas  


