
December 2022 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

The Church has begun the New Liturgical Year 2022-2023 with the first Sunday of Advent. 

Happy New Year to you all. The season of Advent reminds us of a time of preparation that directs 

our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our 

Lord’s birth on Christmas. In last weekend's liturgy, I explained the meaning of the Advent wreath 

and the four candles. Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen 

branches into which four candles are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent. Three 

candles are purple, and one is rose. The purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and 

preparatory sacrifices and good deeds undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third 

Sunday, Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing because we have arrived at the midpoint of 

Advent when our preparation is now half over, and Christmas is around the corner. “Advent 

invites us to a commitment to vigilance, looking beyond ourselves, expanding our mind and heart 

in order to open ourselves up to the needs of people, of brothers and sisters, and to the desire for 

a new world,” says Holy Father, Pope Francis. One of the ways that our parish anticipates this 

holy season is by offering an Advent Penance Service. I invite you to come to our Church on 

Friday, December 16, 2022, at 6:00 pm to receive the sacrament of reconciliation and the 

blessings from the Lord. Spend time praying and reflecting on the Gospels, getting to know Jesus 

in more intimate way; come to Mass more often during the week, asking for the grace to increase 

our longing for him to transform our lives; and try every day to do more good works for others, 

to live as Jesus did, with charity, mercy, and forgiveness.  

Last month we welcomed Theodore Faulk to our parish family when he received the 

sacrament of baptism on November 26, 2022. Congratulations to the Faulk family. We are very 

happy to have you with us. Thank you for your generosity and support towards our Thanksgiving 

Baskets and Christmas Giving Tree. May God bless your hearts.  

A big thank and gratitude to Carolyn Meyers who donated her personal Baby Grand Piano 

to us and Kathleen Swechy who helped tune it up and made it available for service. It is a 

wonderful gift to us, and we will use it to glorify the Lord.  

December 8th is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Patronal Feast Day of the United States of America, a holy day of obligation. We will have 

two Masses, one at the Immaculate Conception Mission at 11:00 am and the other at Saint John 

Bosco Church at 7:00 pm. I hope to see you there.  

We just extended our office hours in order to serve you better; the new hours are Tuesday 

through Thursday from 9-4:00 pm, and Friday from 9-1:00 pm.  
On Saturday, December 17th, 2022, join us for Bingo in the parish hall from 2:30-4:00 pm. 

All are welcome. Twenty-five people participated in our last Bingo event and we had a great time.  

Thank you all for your prayer, support and love. May God, through the intercession of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John Bosco, and all the Saints bless you, and your families. May they 

unite us as One, in Christ, to Worship and Love, Witness and Serve. Merry Christmas in advance!  

 

In Christ, 

              Fr. Thomas  


