
March 2023 

Holy Season of Lent 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday when we mark ourselves with the cross on our foreheads 

reminding us that, “we are dust, and to dust, we shall return.” Lent is marked by two 

important themes: baptism and penance. This season focuses on recalling and preparing 

for baptism. Alongside with the catechumens, who are in an intense season of discernment 

and preparation during Lent, the entire church recalls baptism. Repentance is a turning 

away from the sins and mistakes of the past and a turning toward God. Lent is a time of 

prayer, fasting, abstaining, and almsgiving. It is a preparation for Easter when we celebrate 

the Paschal Mystery which is Christ’s death and resurrection. Lent is an opportunity for 

the community of faith to pause and reawaken to the bounty of God’s love. It also 

challenges us to look beyond ourselves to the communal good of the Church and the world. 

In our church, we have the stations of the cross every Friday during Lent at 6:00 pm, 

followed by a soup and bread supper. We also have Holy Hour on Fridays after our 9:00 

am Mass and a Lenten penance service on Friday, March 31st, 2023 at 6:00 pm. I 

encourage you to use this time to pray for the conversion of hearts, and the needs of the 

world so those living in suffering today may experience hope, love, and the mercy of God. 

This is also a time to fast on social media, and TV and spend time meditating on the word 

of God, praying the Rosary; Divine Chaplets; and helping others in need. Participating in 

the Rice Bowl program is a good example to observe the Lenten practice.  

 

Congratulations to our newly elects and candidates for the sacraments on Easter Vigil, our 

prayers and support are with you as we journey together in this path of faith. Deacon Jeff 

and I were so proud of you as we presented your names to Bishop Frank Schuster on 

Saturday, February 25, 2023. May God who has begun the good works in you bring you 

completion and fulfillment. Congratulations to Patrick and Desiree Mendiola; Doug 

Vaskey and Monica McInnis who will be married during this season in the church.  

 

Thank you, Cassie and the volunteers who did a marvelous job organizing the Hunger 

Retreat for the youths of our Pierce Deanery. It was a privilege for us to host this event and 

I was thrilled to be able to help them with Mass and confessions. They are the future of the 

church. Thank you to all the volunteer groups who make the Sunday breakfast and Friday 

soup supper possible. Thank you all who come to help clean up around the rectory, 

Meditation Park, Grotto, and Community Garden.  

 

May our Lenten observances unite us to the life of Christ, his passion, death, and 

resurrection; and bring hope, love, joy, and peace to those who are in need.  May God, 

through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John Bosco, and all the Saints 

bless you, and your families during these 40 days. May they unite us as One, in Christ, to 

Worship and Love, Witness and Serve. Happy Holy season of Lent everyone.  

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Thomas  

 


