
B U L L E T I N  

September 20-27, 2020 

 

     St Bonaventure Church 

          174 Ramsey Street 

Paterson, New Jersey 07501 

 

Parish Office: 973.279.1016 

Website: www.stbonspaterson.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.stbonslive 

 

Pastor 

Fr. Daniel Grigassy, O.F.M. 

 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Paul Breslin, O.F.M. 

 

Pastoral Associate 

Br. James McIntosh, O.F.M. 

 

Senior Associate Friars 

Fr. Robert Norton, O.F.M. 

Fr. Francis McHugh, O.F.M. 

 

Mr. Joseph Balough, Permanent Deacon  

     & Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Anthony Fierro, Permanent Deacon 

Mr. Juan Borges, Permanent Deacon 

 

Mrs. Teresa Gallo-Tomcho 

Director of Religious Formation 

 

Mrs. Fawn Meeker, Parish Office Manager 

Mrs. Mary Untisz, Parish Secretary 

 

Dr. Brian Borowski, Organist 

Mrs. Marlene O’Connell, Cantor 

Mrs. Louisa Valentin, Cantor 

 

Mr. John Pricken, Sr., Trustee 

Ms. T. Jeanne Beagin, Trustee 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday   5:30 PM English 

Sunday    9:30 AM English 

  11:30 AM English 

    5:30 PM Spanish 

 

Tuesday 11:30 AM English 
     [St. Anthony Shrine is open on Tuesdays  

      from 11:00 AM to 12:15 PM] 
Thursday 11:30 AM English 

Friday  11:30 AM English 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 

Juan Arias, Jeannie Beagin, Sr. Ann Elizabeth 

Bolte, S.M.I.C., Gesualdo Conforti,  

Diego Maricio Velasquez Correa,  

David D’Arco, Irene D’Arco, Ann Dorning, 

Sasha Gibbons, Wendy Gonzalez,  

Antonio Guidice, Salvatore Guidice, 

Gregory Hodkinson, José Olivo,  

Grace Olivo, Karen Williams Richardson 

 

 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation  

(Penance / Confession) 

If you desire to celebrate this Sacrament, 

call the Parish Office and make an 

appointment with one of the friar-priests. 

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please call the Parish Office for information. 

Candidates for the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults [RCIA] will be received 

in late November. Be in touch with the 

Office soon if you hope for Baptism at 

Easter time. 

 

Sacrament of 

Matrimony  

Call the Parish Office at least one year 

before your date of Marriage and before 

you finalize any other arrangements. 
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MASS INTENTIONS,  September 20 - 27, 2020 
 
25th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  
 

Sun Sept 20   9:30 AM +Herminia Rios   open to 60 
     +Giovanni & Angela Scalzitti 
     +Gaetano Turdo 
     +George Petersen 
        Christy Collichio (living) 
 
   11:30 AM +Don Hayden    open to 60 
     +Kelly Richardson    live-streamed  
 
     5:30 PM For the parishioners (living) open to 60 
           

Mon Sept 21  FEAST OF SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
   11:30 AM Franciscan Mass League 
 

Tues Sept 22 11:30 AM For the Parishioners     open to 60 
     7:00 PM +Joseph Baumann   
      
Wed Sept 23    11:30 AM For the parishioners (living) 
 

Thurs Sept 24 11:30 AM +Helen Regna    open to 60 
     +Cecil Urquhart   live-streamed 
     +William & Ernestine Colella 
 
Fri Sept 25 11:30 AM Deceased Franciscan Friars  open to 60 
               
Sat Sept 26 11:30 AM +Myrtle Evans 
        Special Intenion 
 
     5:30 PM For the parishioners  (living)        open to 60 
 
   

26th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  
 
Sun Sept 27   9:30 AM +Mary Ann Halik   open to 60 
  
   11:30 AM +Sigismondi & Stampone Family open to 60       
       +Cutillo & Croce Family 
     +Anthony Giordano 
     +Maud Werner 
     +Vito Russo      
 
     5:30 PM For the parishioners   open to 60 
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SCHEDULED MASSES OPEN TO 60 PEOPLE. 
DOORS OPEN one half hour before the scheduled times.  

Protocols issued by the Bishop are observed. 

Wear a mask and bring hand sanitizer.  

If you do not, we will provide you with both. 

Observe six feet of social distancing at all times 

 while in and around the building.  

 

As we return to the full schedule of Masses,  

 the times will be posted on the doors  

 and at our website at www.stbonspaterson.org. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED MASSES may be accessed at the same website  

 or at www.facebook.com/stbonslive: 

 

 Sunday 11:30 AM  English 

     5:30 PM  Spanish 

 

 Tuesday 11:30 AM   English   

 Thursday 11:30 AM  English 

 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 
Scripture Readings for This Week 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Sunday Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday Prv 30:5-9; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday Eccl 1:2-11; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday Eccl 3:1-11; Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday Eccl 11:9—12:8; Lk 9:43b-45 

   
 *  *  *  *  *  *  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SANITIZE THE CHURCH AFTER ALL MASSES 

If you are able to help in spraying down the pews and all surfaces in the church after the 

Mass you are attending, please inform the ushers or one of the friars.  

For one person, the entire process, properly executed, takes about 25 to 30 minutes. If 

two people work two machines, it will take half the time! 

 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  
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Clothing Drop-Off. For the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic  

we do not receive any clothing or any other objects. 

 * * * * * * * * * * *

 

F R A N C I S C A N    

R E A W A K E N I N G 

SEPT 17 to OCT 4 

Several months ago we entered into 

what we have called “Project 

Reimagine.” As a parish we are 

responding to the challenge presented 

to us by the Provincial Minister of Holy 

Name Province of the Order of Friars 

Minor to “reimagine” what it means to 

be a community of faith in the 

Franciscan Tradition. For more than one-

hundred forty years we have claimed 

that identity. Many of you proudly 

testified to that identity during our 

parish evaluation in mid-May 2019. In 

January 2020 when we received word 

that we have at least three more years, 

and hopefully many more, to continue 

our mission as a Franciscan parish, we 

rejoiced to get the green light to 

continue! Now, in preparation for our 

next evaluation in 2023, we continue to 

build our “Project Reimagine.” We will 

be able to say to our Provincial 

administration, “This is what we have 

done!” Our goal is to hand them a Five-

Year Strategic Plan for St. Bon’s. “This is 

how we will become who we say we are, 

a Catholic community of faith in the 

Franciscan tradition.”  

 

This “FRANCISCAN REAWAKENING” will 

be a first step to stir up our pride in our 

identity as a Franciscan parish. Last year 

during our prepara-tion for the mid-May 

evaluation of our parish, we consistently 

brought up our sense of pride in our 

Franciscan identity. This stretch of time 

between September 17, the Feast of the 

Stigmata of St. Francis of Assisi, and 

October 4, his Feast Day. will offer 

opportunities to enrich and enliven that 

pride.  

 

How will we do that? At the week-end 

and weekdays Masses the friars will 

preach in reference to our Franciscan 

heritage. On line at our website and on 

our facebook page, the friars will offer 

reflections on various aspects of the 

Franciscan charism that is now stirring in 

the Roman Catholic Church through the 

inspiration of our Holy Father Francis 

who claimed our own St. Francis of 

Assisi as his patron when he took the 

name ‘Franceso.’ 

 

Be attentive to our preaching in church 

and our teaching on line. We pray that 

this REAWAKENING may assist in our 

“Project Reimagine” which prepares us 

for our next visit in three years from our 

external evaluators. Remember that last 

January they encouraged us to plan 

strategically for reclaiming our 

Franciscan tradition for our current 

culture and time in history in the place 

where we find ourselves.  

 

We pray that the friars will be able to 

inspire a deeper appreciation for what 

we all love so much – the spirit of St. 

Francis of Assisi, St. Clare of Assisi, St. 

Anthony of Padua, and St. Bonaventure 

– that spirit that still lives among us as 

we conform our lives to Christ’s just as 
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they did so well so many years ago. Our 

time is now! May we have the grace to 

respond to Christ’s call to follow him in 

the footsteps of St. Francis. 

 

Season of Creation 

The Season of Creation is a month-long 

prayerful observance that calls the 

planet's 2.2 billion Christians to pray and 

care for God's creation. It is a time to 

reflect on our relationship with the 

environment — not just "distant" nature, 

but, crucially, the place where we live — 

and the ways in which our lifestyles and 

decisions as a society can endanger 

both the natural world and those 

inhabiting it, both humans and other 

creatures. 

Pope Francis instructs us in this  

regard in his encyclical, “Laudato Si’” (On 

Care for Our Common  

Home, 2015). 

 

This year we want to join this effort of 

many Christian churches – Catholic, 

Orthodox, and Reformed – as we as a 

Franciscan parish prepare for Feast of St. 

Francis on October 4. Learn more about 

it at www.seasonofcreation.org. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
Good Friday COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 

Please consider supporting the good works 

of the Franciscan Friars who serve at the 

shrines in the Holy Land. To learn more 

about their work, visit their website at 

www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday/. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

 
A word on this section:  
For the last several weeks in our interim 
Bulletin, you have noticed the inclusion 
of this entry titled “Saints of the Week” 
or “Feasts of the Week.” It is one of our 
efforts to build “Project Reimagine,” our 
response to the challenge of our 
Franciscan leadership in New York City 
to reimagine new ways to become who 
we say we are, a Catholic community of 
faith in the Franciscan Tradition.  
 
The long-standing ministry of Adult 
Faith Formation also needs to be 
“reimagined”. This entry about the saints 
is one way to begin that reawakening. 

As you read the brief entry each week 
about one or two saints or feasts of our 
Church, you will learn lots! The stories 
of those who followed Christ in the 
earlier days of our faith community will 
help us gain new insight about how to 
follow Him in our own day.  
 
Just think – Over the span of one year, 
you’ll read more than a hundred stories 
of men and women who have chosen to 
follow Christ, some in extraordinary 
ways and others in very ordinary ways, 
just like ourselves! Hopefully, this 
column will assist in opening your eyes 
and your heart to follow the Lord and 

about:blank
about:blank
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bring good into our world that needs it 
so badly! Happy reading! 

 
 

SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 

September 21

First Century 
We have little information about St. 
Matthew the Evangelist beyond this brief 
verse in the Gospel ascribed to his pen: 
“As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a 
man called Matthew sitting at the customs 
post; and he said to him, ‘Follow me’. And 
he got up and followed him” (Matt 9:9). 
Was St. Matthew a tax collector? If so he 
would have been despised by his fellow 
Jews as a collaborator with the Roman 
occupation. For consorting with such 
public sinners, Jesus himself would earn 
bitter scorn. But whatever Matthew’s 
former life, he apparently recognized that 
in order to follow Jesus he must leave the 
past behind. 
 
The author of Matthew’s Gospel, which 
appears to date from the end of the first 
century, seems to have been a Greek-
speaking Jewish Christian, determined to 

affirm in the face of rejection by his fellow 
Jews that Jesus was the Messiah, the 
fulfillment of the Scriptures, and 
messenger of a new life. Matthew’s Gospel 
includes the Sermon on the Mount, which 
beings with the sublime litany of the 
Beatitudes. He also records the great 
parable about the Last Judgment, when 
God will issue blessings on the basis of 
charity: “I was hungry and you fed me….” 
 
St. Matthew is the patron of the Church’s 
mission. Called in his own life to follow 
Jesus, he closes his Gospel with Jesus’ 
Great Commission to his followers, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” He concludes with Jesus’ words 
that speak to all times: “And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the age” 
(Matt 28:20). 

 

 *  *  *  *  *  * 

  
POPE SAINT PAUL VI 

1897 – 1978 

September 26 

Giovanni Battista Montini, archbishop of 
Milan, was elected pope in the conclave of 
June 1963. He chose to be called Paul VI. 
Shy and somewhat ascetic in appearance, 
he faced a difficult challenge in succeeding 
the jovial and universally beloved Pope John 
XXIII. But he faced still greater challenges. It 
fell to Pope Paul to implement the 
revolutionary vision that John XXIII had 
unleashed with the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-65). To this task Montini brought 
considerable diplomatic skills gained during 
a lifetime of service in the Vatican 
Secretariat of State. He steered the Church 

through one of the most turbulent decades 
in history, buffeted by criticism from all 
sides, both from those who felt the Church 
was changing too quickly as well as from 
those who felt the pace was not fast 
enough. 
 
Pope Paul’s pontificate was clouded by 
divisive controversy over his renewal of 
Church teaching on birth control in his 
encyclical Humae Vitae (On Human Life). 
His social teaching, however, marked him as 
one of the most radical pontiffs in history. 
His encyclical Populorum Progressio (The 
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Progress of Peoples) was the first Church 
document to deal with the problems of the 
so-called ‘Third World’, particularly the 
growing gap between rich and poor. He 
firmly committed the Church to the project 
of authentic development, “The transition 

from less than human conditions to truly 
human ones.” In this and other documents 
he strongly identified the Church with the 
hopes and struggles of the poor. He died on 
August 6, 1978, and was canonized by Pope 
Francis on October 18, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 
This bulletin has been sent to you  

because you have given us your e-mail address. 

If you know of anyone who would like to receive this bulletin  

and has NOT given us his/her e-mail address,  

please e-mail the address(es) to parishoffice@stbonspaterson.org.                           

Future mailings will be sent. 

This bulletin is also posted on our website: www.stbonspaterson.org.  
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