
 

 

B U L L E T I N  
September 27 –  
October 4, 2020 
 

     St Bonaventure Church 
          174 Ramsey Street 

Paterson, New Jersey 07501 
 
Parish Office: 973.279.1016 
Website: www.stbonspaterson.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.stbonslive 

 

Pastor 

Fr. Daniel Grigassy, O.F.M. 

 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Paul Breslin, O.F.M. 

 

Pastoral Associate 

Br. James McIntosh, O.F.M. 

 

Senior Associate Friars 

Fr. Robert Norton, O.F.M. 

Fr. Francis McHugh, O.F.M. 

 

Mr. Joseph Balough, Permanent Deacon  

     & Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Anthony Fierro, Permanent Deacon 

Mr. Juan Borges, Permanent Deacon 

 

Mrs. Teresa Gallo-Tomcho 

Director of Religious Formation 

 

Mrs. Fawn Meeker, Parish Office 

Manager 

Mrs. Mary Untisz, Parish Secretary 

 

Dr. Brian Borowski, Organist 

Mrs. Marlene O’Connell, Cantor 

Mrs. Louisa Valentin, Cantor 

 

Mr. John Pricken, Sr., Trustee 

Ms. T. Jeanne Beagin, Trustee 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday   5:30 PM English 

Sunday  9:30 AM English 

  11:30 AM English 

    5:30 PM Spanish 

 

Tuesday 11:30 AM English 
     [St. Anthony Shrine is open on Tuesdays  

      from 11:00 AM to 12:15 PM] 

Thursday 11:30 AM English 

Friday  11:30 AM English 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

Juan Arias, Jeannie Beagin,  

Sr. Ann Elizabeth Bolte, S.M.I.C., 

Gesualdo Conforti, Diego Maricio 

Velasquez Correa, David D’Arco, 

Irene D’Arco, Ann Dorning,  

Sasha Gibbons, Wendy Gonzalez,  

Antonio Guidice, Salvatore Guidice, 

Gregory Hodkinson, Grace Olivo,  

Karen Williams Richardson 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(Penance / Confession) 
If you desire to celebrate this Sacrament, 

call the Parish Office and make an 

appointment with one of the friar-

priests. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office for 

information. 
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Candidates for the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults [RCIA] will be 

received in late November. Be in touch 

with the Office soon if you hope for 

Baptism at Easter time. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony  

Call the Parish Office at least one 

year before your date of Marriage 

and before you finalize any other 

arrangements. 
 

TRANSITUS, October 3rd 
Saturday, 7:00 PM 
Franciscan Friars and other followers of 
St. Francis of Assisi around the world 
gather at twilight on the eve of his Feast 
Day to celebrate his passage from 
earthly life through death to everlasting 
glory. This ritual is known as the 
“Transitus,” a Latin word that means 
passing.  
 
This ritual is uniquely Franciscan. It 
recalls the last hours of the life of St. 
Francis on this earth that he loved so 
much. We remember his passage from 
this life to the fullness of life eternal. In 

this ritual celebrate our Franciscan 
identity as we remember what St. 
Francis did and said in the last moments 
of his life. 
 
As the sun rises around the globe on the 
next day, we celebrate the Feast of St. 
Francis on October 4. The Transitus 
begins the Feast. We urge you to begin 
the Feast with us on Saturday, October 
3rd at 7 PM. Celebrate with us this 
wonderful Franciscan tradition! If you 
cannot be with us physically, join us the 
live-streaming online at 
www.stbonspaterson.org or at 
www.facebook.com/stbonslive. 

 

=         =         =         =         =         =         =          

 

F R A N C I S C A N   R E A W A K E N I N G 

Preparation for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

October 4 
Several months ago we entered into 
what we have called “Project 
Reimagine.” As a parish we are 
responding to the challenge presented 
to us by the Provincial Minister of Holy 
Name Province of the Order of Friars 
Minor to “reimagine” what it means to be 
a community of faith in the Franciscan 
Tradition. For more than one-hundred 
forty years we have claimed that 
identity. Many of you proudly testified to 
that identity during our parish evaluation 
in mid-May 2019. In January 2020 when 
we received word that we have at least 

three more years, and hopefully many 
more, to continue our mission as a 
Franciscan parish, we rejoiced to get the 
green light to continue! Now, in 
preparation for our next evaluation in 
2023, we continue to build our “Project 
Reimagine.” We will be able to say to 
our Provincial administration, “This is 
what we have done!” Our goal is to hand 
them a Five-Year Strategic Plan for St. 
Bon’s. “This is how we will become who 
we say we are, a Catholic community of 
faith in the Franciscan tradition.”  
 

http://www.stbonspaterson.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stbonslive


 

 

This “FRANCISCAN REAWAKENING” 
will be a first step to stir up our pride in 
our identity as a Franciscan parish. Last 
year during our preparation for the mid-
May evaluation of our parish, we 
consistently brought up our sense of 
pride in our Franciscan identity. This 
stretch of time between September 17, 
the Feast of the Stigmata of St. Francis 
of Assisi, and October 4, his Feast Day, 
will offer opportunities to enrich and 
enliven that pride.  
 
How will we do that? At the weekend 
and weekdays Masses the friars will 
preach in reference to our Franciscan 
heritage. On line at our website and on 
our facebook page, the friars will offer 
reflections on various aspects of the 
Franciscan charism that is now stirring 
in the Roman Catholic Church through 
the inspiration of our Holy Father 
Francis who claimed our own St. 
Francis of Assisi as his patron when he 
took the name ‘Francesco.’ 

 
Be attentive to our preaching in church 
and our teaching on line. We pray that 
this REAWAKENING may assist in our 
“Project Reimagine” which prepares us 
for our next visit in three years from our 
external evaluators. Remember that last 
January they encouraged us to plan 
strategically for reclaiming our Francis-
can tradition for our current culture and 
time in history in the place where we 
find ourselves.  
 
We pray that the friars will be able to 
inspire a deeper appreciation for what 
we all love so much – the spirit of St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. Clare of Assisi, St. 
Anthony of Padua, and St. Bonaventure 
– that spirit that still lives among us as 
we conform our lives to Christ’s just as 
they did so well so many years ago. Our 
time is now! May we have the grace to 
respond to Christ’s call to follow him in 
the footsteps of St. Francis. 

 

=         =         =         =         =         =         =          

 

Season of Creation 
The Season of Creation is a month-long 
prayerful observance that calls the 
planet's 2.2 billion Christians to pray and 
care for God's creation. It is a time to 
reflect on our relationship with the 
environment — not just "distant" nature, 
but, crucially, the place where we live — 
and the ways in which our lifestyles and 
decisions as a society can endanger 
both the natural world and those 

inhabiting it, both humans and other 
creatures. 
 
Pope Francis instructs us in this regard 
in his encyclical, “Laudato Si’” (On Care 
for Our Common Home, 2015). 
 
This year we want to join this effort of 
many Christian churches – Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Reformed – as we as a 
Franciscan parish prepare for Feast of 
St. Francis on October 4. Learn more 
about it at www.seasonofcreation.org. 

 

 

=         =         =         =         =         =         =        
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MASS INTENTIONS,  September 27 – OCTOBER 4, 2020 
 
 
26th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  
Sun Sept 27   9:30 AM +Mary Ann Halik   open to 60 
     
   11:30 AM +Sigismondi & Stampone Family open to 60       
       +Cutillo & Croce Family 
     +Anthony Giordano 
     +Maud Werner 
     +Vito Russo      
     5:30 PM (                    )    open to 60 
Mon Sept 28 11:30 AM Franciscan Mass League 
 
Tues Sept 29   FEAST OF SAINTS MICHAEL GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS 
   11:30 AM (                        )     open to 60 
     7:00 PM  (                        ) 
      
Wed Sept 30   11:30 AM (                        ) 
 

Thurs Oct 1  11:30 AM +James & Florence DeVito  open to 60 
     +James & Eileen Egan  live-streamed 
      
Fri Oct 2  11:30 AM +Emilia Nocella   open to 60 
     +Rosina & Generoso Montorio 
     +Gaetano  Turdo 
     +Frank & Josephine Constantinople 
               
 
Sat Oct 3  11:30 AM +Souls in Purgatory      
       In Thanksgiving 
 
     5:30 PM +Clarence Sikorski      open to 60 
 
    7:00 PM TRANSITUS OF St. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

COMMEMOMATING HIS PASSING        
THROUGH DEATH TO ETERNAL LIFE 
open to 60              live-streamed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

27th  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  
 

Sun Oct 4 FEAST OF OUR HOLY FATHER SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
  ALL MASSES TODAY WILL CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 
 
     9:30 AM   For the Parishioners  open to 60 
     
   11:30 AM +Frank DeRosa   open to 60       
       +Riccardo Gigli 
     +Ciro Giordano 
          
     5:30 PM +Olga Zarate    open to 60 
        1st Year Anniversary of Death 
 
 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  

SCHEDULED MASSES OPEN TO 60 PEOPLE. 
DOORS OPEN one half hour before the scheduled times.  
Protocols issued by the Bishop are observed. 
Wear a mask and bring hand sanitizer.  
If you do not, we will provide you with both. 
 
Observe six feet of social distancing at all times 
 while in and around the building.  
 
As we return to the full schedule of Masses,  
 the times will be posted on the doors  
 and at our website at www.stbonspaterson.org. 
 
LIVE-STREAMED MASSES may be accessed at the same website  
 or at www.facebook.com/stbonslive: 
 
 Sunday 11:30 AM  English 
     5:30 PM  Spanish 
 
 Tuesday 11:30 AM   English   
 Thursday 11:30 AM  English 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 

Scripture Readings for This Week 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
Sunday Ez 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5; Mt 21:28-32 
Monday Jb 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Jn 1:47-51 
Wednesday Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62 
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Thursday Jb 19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12 
Friday  Jb 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5; Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Saturday Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Lk 10:17-24 

   
 *  *  *  *  *  *  
 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS of Bread & Wine 

are offered this week 

in Memory of 

Elizabeth N. Stanton 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 

will burn this week 

in Memory of 

Elizabeth N. Stanton 

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SANITIZE THE CHURCH  
AFTER ALL MASSES 
If you are able to help in spraying down the pews and all surfaces in the church after the 
Mass you are attending, please inform the ushers or one of the friars.  
For one person, the entire process, properly executed, takes about 25 to 30 minutes. If 
two people work two machines, it will take half the time! 

 
 * * * * * * * * * *

Clothing Drop-Off. For the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic  

we will not receive donations of clothing or any other objects. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * *

Good Friday COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 
Please consider supporting the good works 

of the Franciscan Friars who serve at the 

shrines in the Holy Land. To learn more 

about their work, visit their website at 

www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday/. 

 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
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PRAY FOR AMERICA 
ROSARY RALLY 

 
ST. PETER THE APOSTLE CHURCH 

179 BALDWIN RD., PARSIPPANY, NJ 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 – 12:00 PM 

 

Please arrive by 11:30 AM. 
Rosary Rally is held outdoors so please bring a chair. 

Social distancing  is required and 
face masks must be worn. 

For more information  
please call Marie Palazzone at 973.523.6878. 

 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 

S A I N T S    O F    T H E    W E E K 
 
ST. JEROME (331-420) 
Monk and Doctor of the Church 
September 30 
St. Jerome was one of the great 
scholars of the Christian Church. 
Learning was his first passion. 
Learning would pave the way to his 
sanctity. In his youth he cared far 
more for classical poetry than he did 
for the common every-day Greek of 
the Gospels. But then he had an 
extraordinary dream that changed the 
course of his life. He dreamt that God 
accused him of being more Ciceronian 
than Christian. So powerful was God’s 
word to him that Jerome resolved to 
make a break with the world and 
devote himself strictly to God’s word. 
 
He retreated (with his library) to the 
wilderness and with the aid of a rabbi 
undertook the study of Hebrew. With 
this knowledge, along with his 
mastery of Greek, he undertook the 
daunting task of translating to the 

entire Bible into Latin, the common 
language of the time. It was an 
overwhelming project that occupied 
him for the rest of his life. Disgusted 
with the opulence and luxuries of 
Rome, and the enemies he had 
incurred through his sarcastic tongue, 
Jerome embarked for the Holy Land 
where he established a monastery in 
Bethlehem and a free hospice for 
pilgrims (so that it might never again 
be said that the Mother of God had to 
sleep in a stable). For himself he 
preferred to live in a cave. From there 
he continued his work of translation 
and engaged in theological disputation 
until his death in 420. His great work, 
the Vulgate Bible, was the official text 
of the Church for over 1,500 years. 
The scriptures we hear today find 
their origin in Jerome’s translations. 



 

 

 “Ignorance of scripture is ignorance of 

Christ.” 

-St. Jerome 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  

 

ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX (1873-1897) 
Carmelite, Doctor of the Church 
October 1 

Therese Martin, a young French nun, 
seemed driven from her childhood to 
spiritual greatness. “I would like to 
perform the most heroic deeds,” she 
wrote. “I feel the courage of a 
Crusader. I should like to die on the 
battlefield in defense of the church. If 
only I were a priest!” This was not to 
be. In fact, she died of tuberculosis at 
the age of twenty-four, only nine years 
after joining an obscure Carmelite 
convent in Normandy. Ultimately, she 
came to believe her vocation was 
nothing less than Charity itself. “In the 
heart of the Church, who is my 
Mother, I will be love.” 
 
Therese translated this mission into a 
science of sanctification – what she 
called “The Little Way.” This involved 
performing all her daily actions in the 
presence and love of God. By this 

means one could turn any situation 
into a profound arena for holiness. 
Each moment could become an 
occasion for heroism and a potential 
step along the path to sanctity. 
 
She shared her spiritual teachings in 
an autobiography, composed under 
obedience of her superiors. The final 
chapters were written from her 
deathbed as she experienced terrible 
anguish of body and spirit. Toward the 
end she said, “After my death I will let 
fall a shower of roses. I will spend my 
heaven in doing good upon earth.” 
 
In 1925, only twenty-eight years after 
her death, Therese was canonized and 
named the patron of missions. In 1997 
she was named a Doctor of the 
Church. 

 “Holiness consists simply in doing God’s will, 

and being just what God wants us to be.”  

-St. Therese of Lisieux  

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  

 
This bulletin has been sent to you  

because you have given us your e-mail address. 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this bulletin  

and has NOT given us his/her e-mail address,  
please e-mail the address(es) to parishoffice@stbonspaterson.org.                           

Future mailings will be sent. 
This bulletin is also posted on our website: www.stbonspaterson.org.  
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