MASS INTENTIONS
DECEMBER 21-29, 2024

Saturday, December 21st
Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm tJosephine & Michael Szczomak
tBruno, M. Vittoria, Andy &
Perry Stillo
tFrank Francella

Sunday, December 22nd
Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30 am tFrancis & Maureen Shea
tCharlie & Kay Tedeschi
9:30 am For Our Living &
Deceased Parishioners
11:30 am tAngiolina Tollis
tMary & William Hanigan
tRick Gigli
tEugenio Geracitano
5:30 pm tSante Minerva

Monday, December 23rd
11:30 am 1Sr. Ann Elizabeth Bolte, SMIC

Tuesday, December 24th

11:30 am tRaffaella Porporino
tRuth Bray
tMr. & Mrs. Francis J. Tomedy
tGiovanni & Nicoletta Vescio

Tuesday, December 24th Christmas Eve
Vigil of the Solemnity of

the Nativity of the Lord

Vigil Mass 4:00 pm English
Midnight Mass/

La Misa del Gallo 11:30 pm Bilingual

Wednesday, December 25th Christmas Day

The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Mass at Dawn 9:30 am English
Mass during the Day 11:30 am English

END OF YEAR UPDATES

Have you moved, changed your phone number,

have a new email address,
wish to use or not use weekly envelopes?
Please let the Parish Office know.

Thursday, December 26th
11:30 am tAngelo Morocco
(3month Anniversary)

Friday, December 27th
11:30 am tDeceased Franciscan Friars
tJohn White

Saturday, December 28th
Holy Innocents
11:30 am tEllie Wymard (3™ Anniversary)
4:00 pm tJosephine & Michael Szczomak
tJohn Perricone
tSteven Szczomak
tCatherine & James Beagin

Sunday, December 29th
The Holy Family
7:30 am tJerry Giamonco
tJosephine Margaret Kane
9:30 am tGeorge Petersen
tLouise Campbell
11:30 am For Our Living &
Deceased Parishioners
tDebra Ferreira
5:30 pm Misa en espanol

SANCTUARY LAMP will burn
this week in Memory of

Josephine & Frank Constantinople

FUCHARISTIC GIFTS
% of Bread & Wine are offered
EC ) this week in Memory of
Rosalia Letizia

+ = prAY foR the deceased+ +

May they rest peacefilly inthe Lord:



" COLLECTION :
Sunday, December 15...
$3,437.00
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Sr. Jean Amore, S.M.I.C., Choi, David D’Arco,

Marc D’Argenzio, James Dean, Ann Dorning, Luca Favia,
Kelly Fleming, Sasha Gibbons, Rick & Carol Ann Gigli,
Gregory Hodkinson, Lisa Guarente-Hogan,

Mohammad Muslih, Grace Olivo, Joseph Pezzano,
Ronald & Nana Piazza, Richard Prospero,

Richard Ruggiero, Alyssa Stepneski, John Szczomak,
Jean Trommelen, & Bonnie Windley

If you would like to add a name of a sick person to
this prayer list, please call the Parish Office.
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Articles for the January 5" bulletin are
due in the parish office by Sunday,
. December 22,
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Religious Formation Schedule

Classes Begin with 9:30 am Mass followed by
instruction in Bishop Manning Hall. All students
are required to sign in before Mass.

December 22/29 No Class- Christmas Break
Attend Mass with your family
January 5™ 10:30 am — 11:30 am
January 12t 10:30 am — 11:30 am
January 19t No Class Attend Mass
with your family
January 26t 10:30 am — 11:30 am

La Virgen Peregrina
La Virgen Maria esta visitando vuestra casa. Después
de la misa del domingo, habra un horario en la parte
de atras. Escribe vuestra direccion y teléfono en el dia
que deseais llevarla por una semana.

A Note from Fr. Alex......

As we approach the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we
reflect on love—the love that God showed us by
sending His Son into the world. This Christmas
Eve, we have brought back the cherished
tradition of Midnight Mass, or Misa del Gallo, in a
bilingual celebration that unites our parish
family at a sacred hour. For many, this service
will be a new experience, while for others, it will
feel like a return to heritage. The tradition of Misa
del Gallo began in Spain, where Catholics
gathered late at night to await the birth of Christ.
Over time, this beloved custom became richly
intertwined with Latin American culture, with



each country adding its own unique twist to the
celebration.

Our Mass will begin at 11:30 p.m., and as we
celebrate the Eucharist, it will be midnight—the
very hour when Christ came into the world. And
if God so chooses (and my homily isn’t too long),
the Eucharist might even be elevated at the
stroke of midnight! This blending of Midnight
Mass and Misa del Gallo honors both European
and Hispanic customs, uniting us in the joy and
love of Christmas. It is a celebration that
transcends cultures, drawing us together in faith
and hope.

Attending Mass at this hour is a beautiful act of
love and sacrifice, a moment to offer our hearts
to God as we honor the mystery of His
incarnation. For some, this service will be an
opportunity to begin Christmas with reverence
and gratitude, and for others, it may be their first
encounter with this cherished tradition.
Wherever you are, this Mass invites all of us to
come together in spirit to celebrate the birth of
our Savior.

This Christmas, we gather not only to honor
Christ’s birth but also to extend His love to
others. Christmas often brings many first-time
visitors or returning members, and being a
welcoming parish means making space for
everyone. Let’s make room in our hearts—and
maybe even in our pews!—for all who come.
Offering a warm smile, helping someone find a
seat, or simply being present with kindness can
create an environment where everyone feels
they belong.

Welcoming others is part of our mission of
evangelization. By inviting others to share in this
holy celebration, we extend the love of Christ to
new hearts. As we come together for Christmas,
may St. Bonaventure be a place of warmth,
unity, and welcome. Let our joy be the joy of
Christ, inspiring all who join us to experience the
peace and love that only He can bring.

Al acercarnos al cuarto domingo de Adviento,
reflexionamos sobre el amor, el amor que Dios
nos mostro al enviar a su Hijo al mundo. Esta
Nochebuena, hemos recuperado la preciada
tradicion de la Misa de Medianoche, o Misa del
Gallo, en una celebracién bilinglie que une a
nuestra familia parroquial en una hora sagrada.
Para muchos, este servicio serd una experiencia
nueva, mientras que para otros, se sentira como
un regreso a la herencia. La tradicidon de la Misa
del Gallo comenzd en Espafia, donde los
catdlicos se reunian a altas horas de la noche
para esperar el nacimiento de Cristo. Con el
tiempo, esta querida costumbre se entrelazé
profundamente con la cultura latinoamericana,
y cada pais agregd su propio toque Unico ala
celebracion.

Nuestra Misa comenzaraalas 11:30 p.m., y
mientras celebramos la Eucaristia, sera
medianoche, la misma hora en que Cristo vino al
mundo. Y si Dios asi lo elige (y mi homilia no es
demasiado larga), jla Eucaristia podria incluso
ser elevada a la medianoche! Esta combinacion
de la Misa de Medianoche y la Misa del Gallo
honra las costumbres europeas € hispanas,
uniéndonos en la alegriay el amor de la Navidad.
Es una celebracidon que trasciende culturas,
uniéndonos en la fe y la esperanza.

Asistir a la Misa a esta hora es un hermoso acto
de amor y sacrificio, un momento para ofrecer
nuestros corazones a Dios mientras honramos el
misterio de Su encarnacién. Para algunos, este
servicio serd una oportunidad de comenzar la
Navidad con reverenciay gratitud, y para otros,
puede ser su primer encuentro con esta
preciada tradicion. Dondequiera que uno esté
esta Misa nos invita a todos a unirnos en espiritu
para celebrar el nacimiento de nuestro Salvador.

Esta Navidad, nos reunimos no solo para honrar
el nacimiento de Cristo, sino también para
extender Su amor a los demas. La Navidad suele
traer muchos visitantes nuevos o miembros que
regresan, y ser una parroquia acogedora significa
hacer espacio para todos. Hagamos espacio en



nuestros corazones, jy tal vez incluso en
nuestros bancos!, para todos los que vienen.
Ofrecer una sonrisa calida, ayudar a alguien a
encontrar un asiento o simplemente estar
presente con amabilidad puede crear un
ambiente en el que todos se sientan parte de él.

Dar la bienvenida a los demas es parte de
nuestra mision de evangelizacion. Alinvitar a
otros a compartir esta celebracion sagrada,
extendemos el amor de Cristo a nuevos
corazones. Al reunirnos para la Navidad, que San
Buenaventura sea un lugar de calidez, unidad y
bienvenida. Que nuestra alegria sea la alegria de
Cristo, inspirando a todos los que se unan a
nosotros a experimentar la pazy el amor que
solo El puede brindar. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 3 pm

JUBILEE OPENING MASS

JOIN US FOR A PROCESSION & MASS WITH
BISHOP KEVIN SWEENY TO RING IN THE

START OF THE JUBILEE YEAR

Procession starts at Father English Community
Center 435 Main Street, Paterson
& will end at St. John the Baptist Cathedral

*

CHRISTMAS

SCHEDULE OF MASSES MISA DE APERTURA DEL JUBILEO
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DOMINGO 29 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2024 3:00 p m
H - th . L
Christmas Eve- Tuesday, December 24 UNID A NOSOTROS PARA UNA PROCESION Y

Vigil Mass 4:00 PM English MISA CON EL OBISPO KEVIN SWEENY PARA
Christmas Carols 11:00 PM  Bilingual RECEPCIONAR EL INICIO DEL ANO JUBILAR
Midnight Mass/

La Misa del Gallo 11:30 PM Bilingual La procesion comienza en

el Centro Comunitario Father English

H —_ th
Christmas Day — Wednesday, December 25 435 Main Street, Paterson y finalizara en

Mass at Dawn 9:30 AM English la Catedral de San Juan Bautista
Mass during the Day 11:30 AM English

NEW YEAR’S DAY
THE OCTAVE DAY OF
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE

Tuesday, December 31st
Mass 4:00 PM Bilingual Nothing it i "
Mass 11:30 AM English : with Cod




