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Parish Council of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints 
Minutes of the Decision Point Meeting Held via ZOOM on Wednesday, 

May 4, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

President Garner called the meeting to order, and Frank opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Present were: 

Ex Officio 

Fr. Timothy Wiggins 

Deacon Rodney Beckford 

Deacon Michel Hodge  

Sr. Dorothy Hall, Pastoral 

Associate 

Ron Lawson, Trustee 

Lakia Lewis, Multimedia 

Director 

Natalia Rodrigo, School 

Principal  

Parish Representatives 

Deborah Garner, President  

Renell Grant, Vice President 

Annie Pena 

April Jeffries 

Carolyn McBain  

Frank Mendez 

Gwen Miller 

Harris Adolph 

Paul Tchamambe 

Christine Whelan, Secretary  

Guest 

Paul P Antonecchia, MD, 

MBA, FACP, Chief Medical 

Officer St John's Riverside 

Hospital, Yonkers, NY 

 

 

Absent were: 

Ex Officio 

Fr. George Okeahialam, MSP 

Fr. Thomas Fenlon 

Deacon Kenneth Radcliffe 

 

Parish Representatives 

Joy DeAbreu 

Paulette Nixon 

 

Topic: Next Steps Toward Reopening Further  

 

1. Schedule announcements 

o Deborah announced that our next full Parish Council meeting would take place 

Wednesday, May 25 at 7PM.  At that meeting we’ll make decisions on 

reopening, taking Dr Antonecchia’s guidance into account. 



 2 

o The annual calendarization meeting for all ministries has been scheduled for 

June 28, per Pamela Smith. 

 

2. Dr. Antonecchia - Update on the Pandemic in NYC 

• The Omicron surge is generally thought to have ended in March.  Since then, 

there has been a low rate of hospitalization and severe illness across the state.  

However, positive test results remain at a moderately elevated level compared 

to earlier surges. 

• Infection prevalence rates are 5-7% across the state, but are 12-15% in St 

Charles’s zip code (10030).  Mortality rates are not rising, but Covid remains in 

the community. 

• Repeat infections are not uncommon, but they are largely non-severe cases. 

• The vaccination rate is 76% in zip code 10030, which is below the NYC average 

of 80%. 

• Dr Antonecchia believes we should continue to be concerned about protection 

for the high-risk and elderly.  Children and young adults do not tend to 

manifest severely. 

 

3. Specific questions for Dr. Antonecchia 

o We already have opened the church with masked and unmasked sections 

mandated by the archdiocese. The unmasked seats are on the last left aisle in 

both church locations. Is this good enough? 

• Yes, that is adequate. 

o We have also stopped the skipping of pews, but still remain socially distanced as 

possible and masked within them. Does this continue to make sense? 

• Yes, this makes sense.  It’s advisable to continue to announce that 

families can sit together and other should leave some space, but it’s no 

longer necessary to observe strict 6-foot social distancing. 

o We continue to take temperature checks prior to entering the church. Still 

appropriate? 

• The thermal thermometers used for scanning do not tend to be as 

accurate as oral temperature readings, so it’s reasonable to discontinue 

their use.  Recommend communicating that parishioners with symptoms 

(fever, upper respiratory) should stay at home. 

o We continue to provide sanitizing when entering and masks upon request: Still 

appropriate? 
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• Yes.  The best protections against Covid are mask-wearing, social 

distance, and hand-washing. 

o Students are being provided their Sacraments of Communion and Confirmation 

in May. Would it be wise to maintain our standard COVID protocols during the 

month of May?  

• Dr Antonecchia feels masks could be made optional and social distance 

does not need to be strictly enforced. 

o Should in-person meetings take place? Masked or unmasked? 

• In-person meetings can take place, but participants should be masked 

and social distance observed. 

o Is it safe to sell tickets or raffles on the church premises with a line forming on 

the premises? Yes/ No 

• Yes.  Those waiting in line should be socially distanced and masks can be 

made optional 

o Any particular activities that should still be avoided?  

• Dr Antonecchia expressed reservations about choirs resuming their 

activities due to respiratory transmission. 

o Should we continue sanitizing spaces between Masses or other gatherings? Yes/ 

No 

• Yes, basic cleaning of surfaces continues to make sense. 

o Should visitors, in particular those from other countries, be treated differently? 

• Dr Antonecchia recommends asking visitors if they’ve had any recent 

exposure to Covid. 

o Can we return missalettes, hymnals, bulletins to the pews? 

• Yes, we can distribute.  Alternatively, if parishioners can pick up and 

return them to the lobby, sanitation can be done more easily. 

 

• Fr. Wiggins comments / thoughts 

o Deacon Beckford pointed out that a large percentage of our parishioners live in 

other zip codes or states. 

o Deborah will contact April Jeffries to ask about input or feedback from the 

choirs about reopening. 

o We are short on our Renew and Rebuild project budget.  If we are able to move 

forward with projects such as adding A/C to the auditorium or renovating the 

Fellowship Room, it will affect the spaces available for reopening activities.  At 
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a minimum the Fellowship rooms needs to be cleaned, refreshed, and made 

welcoming. 

o We can also use the school cafeteria for food events. 

 

• Additional Questions or thoughts  

o Carolyn expressed concern at our low vaccination rate and asked if the 

Archdiocese responded to our request for vans.  They have not, and Deacon 

Beckford reported that vans are being phased out due to lack of response.  His 

contacts at Harlem Hospital believe the vaccination rate has probably peaked, 

and they advised they are now emphasizing distribution of at home test kits.  

o Carolyn suggested we investigate how to distribute vaccines and test kits to the 

homebound. 

o Deacon Beckford reported parishioners are asking about the return of the 

11:45 Mass. 

 

• Closing Benediction  

o Paul led the group in a closing prayer. 


