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Parish Council of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints 
 

Meeting Minutes:  Sunday, February 26, 2023 
1:30-3:30 PM 

 
President Deborah Garner called the meeting to order at 1:45PM, and Deacon Radcliffe opened with a 
prayer. 
 
Present were: 

Ex Officio 
Fr Willem Klaver, Pastor 
Deacon Kenneth Radcliffe 
Deacon Michel Hodge 
Deacon Rodney Beckford 
Lakia Lewis, Multimedia Director 
 

Parish Representatives 
Deborah Garner, President 
Renell Grant, Vice President 
April Jeffries 
Frank Mendez  
Harris Adolph 
Michele Turnquest 
Paulette Nixon 
Ron Lawson 
Sharon Barbour 
Christine Whelan, Secretary  

 
Absent were: 
Fr Thomas Fenlon 
Sr Dorothy Hall, OP 
Natalia Rodrigo, School Principal 
Paul Tchamambe, Trustee 
Annie Peña 
Carolyn McBain 
Gwen Miller 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Followup 
● Fr Fenlon 

o Fr Willem shared the news that Fr Fenlon is showing improvement at Calvary Hospital.  He is 
talking and able to enjoy visitors, and his spirits are very good.  Fr Willem asked that all continue 
to pray for Fr Fenlon. 
 

● Parish Council Bylaws found 
o Fr. Willem is asking the Council to stay in place until June 2024.  This will help him until he 

can gain better familiarity with the community at both locations and select new members 
for a new Council. 

▪ ACTION:  If you cannot commit to this time frame, please let him know so he can 
replace you in June 2023 (you may contact him directly). 
 

● Mission Statement 
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o Fr Willem and April presented their proposed revisions to the Parish Mission Statement 
created by the Council in 2021.  There were minor grammatical edits suggested and 
accepted, and the new version was adopted by unanimous vote.  It is published under the 
title “Who We Are and Mission” (see attached). 

▪ Comments included:  the new version is long for a mission statement but captures 
the spirit of the parish; the last paragraph can be used as a vision statement; we can 
adopt smaller sections for parishioners to use as an “elevator speech.” 

▪ Fr Willem advised it can be published on the parish website and added to the bulletin 
occasionally to help maintain familiarity.  Deborah suggested it be posted on large 
boards in the lobbies, similar to the Parish Council Member boards. 
 

 
Updates 
● Fr Benedict Ohanga Oduor, Mill Hill Missionary 

o Fr Oliver will move out of the Rectory on March 1, and Fr Benedict will move in for his first 
workday.  Fr Willem asks that all welcome him warmly. 

 
● Harlem Revival 

o Dates: 

▪ Saturday, March 11 and Sunday, March 12 at Saint Aloysius (English) 

▪ Saturday, March 18 and Sunday, March 19 at St Charles (Spanish) 

− Both locations provide livestream capability 

− The March 18 5:30PM Mass will be cancelled in favor of the Spanish Revival 

o The Revival Committee is busy with planning the event together with the members of the 

Central Harlem Cluster Council and other volunteers 

▪ ACTION:  All are encouraged to join the Mass Choir – rehearsals will be weekly at St. 

Aloysius Church on Thursdays at 7:00PM.  

o There are 2 versions of the flyers:  one with a link for donations (in the 2/26 bulletin), and 
one with full details.  Lakia has provided the final version of the full flyers with livestream 
information (see attached); these are now also on the website.   

▪ Flyers will be provided to the Diocesan newsroom. 
▪ ACTION:  Please share the flyers widely with your networks.  Also note this is an 

excellent opportunity to evangelize and bring friends to see how we worship. 
 

 
New Business 
● Use of Conference Room (Fellowship Room / “Charlie’s Café”) on Sundays 

o The room will be used on the following monthly schedule, beginning March 19 with Youth 
Alliance.  Hours will generally be from 8:00AM-3:00PM. 

▪ First Sundays:  Fellowship Ministry 
▪ Second Sundays:  Events by young adult ministries eg Praise and Worship 
▪ Third Sundays:  Youth Alliance / Gamers’ Club 
▪ Fourth Sundays:  open for booking by church groups 

− Contact Michele to book before the first Sunday of the desired month 
▪ Fifth Sundays:  TBD 
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o One Sunday a month can be used for Social Justice events which may overlap with other 
groups as appropriate.  These would be casual events where all are invited to view a relevant 
documentary or film, or hear from an invited speaker. 

o Groups using the space should provide their own supplies. 
o If a Sunday remains unbooked, the Fellowship Ministry will fill in, providing supplies and 

volunteers 
o All ministries that use the room should share expenses for large items and recurring 

expenses 
 

● Meet and Greet with the Pastor 
o Fr Willem reported that the three Meet and Greet Sessions held were very well received by 

the parishioners who attended. 
 

● Welcome Committee for New Parishioners 
o Ernestine Grant from St Charles suggested and will chair a committee to welcome new 

parishioners to the parish.  It may include, among other things:  welcome letters, lists of 
relevant links, events, and Meet and Greet sessions with the pastor and ministry leaders. 

o Deborah will send Ernestine’s proposal to Keith Guerrant and Paulette to coordinate with 
the ushers. 

o Deborah advised that Resurrection location already has a process in place to welcome 
newcomers, so the new committee will focus on St Charles location. 

o ACTION:  The new committee will need volunteers; please contact Ernestine Grant. 
 

● Upcoming Fundraising Events 
o April 23 - Rosary Altar Society 2:00-5:00PM 

o May 21 - Parish Concert 3:00-6:00PM 

o June 24 - Parish Family Day (payment plan available) 

▪ Deborah and Rose Williams are collecting payment 

▪ Parishioners are invited to make in-kind gifts to support seniors and large families 

− ACTION:  Gifts should be solicited in the bulletin 

o Gwen sent in the suggestion that Fr Willem meet with ministry leaders to brainstorm 
fundraising ideas. 

o Fr Willem explained that we have started renting out the auditorium while renovations are 
ongoing. It is vital for the parish to create a source of income from renting out the 
auditorium. David Sorden created a rental agreement to be used by outside groups and 
parish organizations (not ministries).   

o Like at Resurrection, Fr Willem would like to see a group of volunteers to clean St Charles 
Borromeo Church every week or two as a cost-saving measure. It is too much work for one 
maintenance man alone. Paulette will check with Stacey Hodge to see if the Knights of Peter 
Claver/Ladies’ Auxiliary would be interested in coordinating. 
 

● Comments 
o Frank advised that the setup for the first Stations of the Cross at St Charles was very noisy 

and disruptive, making it difficult to enter into a prayerful atmosphere.  Michele advised that 
the technical setup and volunteer assignment was needed for this first session, but she will 
try to manage the noise going forward. 
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o The group suggested that Fr Willem address such issues in a brief “housekeeping” speech 
before Masses. 

o Deacon Radcliffe noted that depression is an issue to be reckoned with in the community.  
He organizes weekly "fish fry" sessions on Saturday nights at Resurrection, to provide a 
social opportunity to address the issue. 

o Deacon Radcliffe is presenting his work “If Your Brother Sins” at Kennedy Center Mondays at 
6:00PM in person and via Zoom.   All are encouraged to attend a session. 

 
● The Spring meeting date will be decided at a later time. 

 
● The meeting was adjourned at 3:30PM. 

 


