
Parish Council of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints 
 

Meeting Summary:  Sunday, June 4, 2023 
1:30-4:00 PM 

 
 

Present were: 

Ex Officio: Fr. Willem Klaver (Pastor), Rev. Benedict Ohanga (Parochial Vicar), Deacon Rodney 

Beckford, Deacon Kenneth Radcliffe, Paul Tchamambe (Trustee), Tanya Lewis (Trustee), Lakia 

Lewis (Multimedia Director)  

Parish Representatives: 

Sharon Barbour, Sr. Dorothy Hall OP, Carolyn McBain, Gwen Miller, Paulette Nixon, Annie Peña, 

Michele Turnquest, Dominique Michel, Danielle Beckford 

Invited Guest: 

David Sorden (Business Manager)  

Absentee(s) with Apologies: 

Deborah Garner (President), Renell Grant (Vice President), Christine Whelan (Secretary), Harris 

Adolph, April Jeffries, Ron Lawson, Natalia Rodrigo (School Principal), 

______________________________________________ 

 

Fr. Willem called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. and Fr Benedict opened with a prayer.    

1. Pastor Fr. Willem Klaver's Remarks and Announcements: 
 

• In Remembrance: Fr Tom Fenlon 
Fr. Willem remembered our beloved Fr. Thomas Bolger Fenlon who passed away on the evening 
of March 20, 2023, at Calvary Hospital, Bronx, New York. Fr. Willem briefly described Fr. Fenlon's 
rich bilingual ministry accomplishments, focusing on social justice. 

+   In 1965, he participated in the civil rights march in Selma, Alabama. Fr. Fenlon said, "It 
opened my eyes to injustice. I wanted to do something about civil rights." 
+    In 1985, he was a volunteer as a Witness for Peace in Nicaragua. 
+    Instrumental in rehabilitating an abandoned building to create housing in the 1990s and   
worked with other ministers in social justice endeavors. 

Parish Council members shared the numerous qualities that they saw in the person of Fr Tom 

Fenlon.  Eternal Rest grant unto him, O lord. And let perpetual light shine upon him. May he Rest 

in Peace. Amen. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God 

rest in Peace.  



 

• Update President Deborah Garner 

One month ago, Parish Council President Deborah Garner suddenly fell ill and she is recovering 

at Mt. Sinai West Hospital on the 10th floor, 10B71. She has been visited and anointed by Fr. 

Willem as well as Fr Ralph Rivera. She received well-wishes and flowers from the Parish Council. 

Fr Willem asked for continued prayers for a speedy recovery. 

• Outgoing and New Parish Council Members 

Fr. Willem welcomed the Parish Council to another year of membership. He announced that two 

members have taken on new endeavors—Harris Adolph, who is off to college, and Ronald 

Lawson, who has taken on new responsibilities in his job. The Parish Council is very grateful for 

their services on the Parish Council and wishes them well with God’s blessings.   

The Parish Council welcomed three new members: Mill Hill Father Benedict Ohanga from Kenya 

who has joined Fr Willem as the new Parochial Vicar since March 1 2023, Danielle Beckford who 

will replace council member Ronald Lawson and Dominque Michel who will replace the youth 

representative Harris Adolph, effective June 4, 2023. Dominque Michel suggested that a second 

candidate be appointed to ensure youth representation at each meeting. 

2. Report from Parish Business Manager David Sorden  

Update Renew and Rebuild Five Year Campaign  

Clarity of Renew and Rebuild Five Year Campaign – the parish goal was to raise $1,221,304.75 in 

pledges, the actual amount received was $446,598.95. The Renew and Rebuild campaign will end 

on June 30, 2023. Of the $446,598.95 collected, $389, 715.40 was spent on necessary emergency 

repairs at Resurrection Chapel/Thurgood Marshall school and St. Charles Church & Rectory, 

leaving a balance of $56,883.55. 

St. Charles Borromeo Church & Rectory  

After inspection, due to hazardous life safety façade conditions at the Church, an emergency 

heavy-duty sidewalk bridge was erected at the front of the church building and rectory.  Due to 

structural deterioration, the church exterior building is a major concern and there is a great need 

for repairs. The estimated time of repairs will take at least one year. The church will need a new 

roof once and for all. The Rectory retaining wall has severe damages and the sub-basement has 

rotted piping and ceiling concerns. 

St Charles Borromeo School 

A few years ago a new roof was put on the building of St Charles Borromeo School. The roof was 

paid for by the Parish. There have been some major pipe repairs on the school property that 

connects to the main church pipe for heating. These expenses were incurred by the Parish. The 

school pays zero rent to the Parish.      



Resurrection Chapel, Rectory and School Building 

The Resurrection Rectory building is antiquated. Emergency roof repairs were done as well as 

electrical upgrades executed. The Rectory needs a new roof. The Resurrection Rectory houses 

the JVC community. There is critical damage to the 3rd and 4th floors due to a deteriorated roof, 

and the staircase needs replacement. In addition, at the time of the construction of the building, 

a fire escape was not required. To comply with the code and regulations, one will be installed. 

The Thurgood Marshall school building has extensive and lingering building concerns. The school 

building will need a new roof within the next 2- 3 years. The parish is responsible for all interior 

and exterior pipe repairs absent tenant’s negligence. 

Boilers 

The parish has in total 4 boilers and they are nearing their shelf life. Boiler maintenance and 

repairs are an annually recurring issue. Eventually they will need to be replaced by air source heat 

pumps, a more efficient heating system.       

Parish Council Feedback and Analysis: 
The Finance committee will need to know the future total costs of SCB Church and Resurrection/ 
Thurgood Marshall school roofing expenses. There is a need to get an overall picture of the total 
costs covering all the repairs needed of our parish buildings.  
 
There was a brainstorming discussion to explore alternative avenues of fundraising for capital 
improvement of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints properties: 
 

***Additional people are needed to assist the finance committee. There is a need for an 

additional Strategic Fundraising Committee whose membership is composed of people 

who are outstanding in terms of expertise, relationships/good contacts, project/facility 

management, etc. The Parish Council members are invited to submit names within one 

month to Fr Willem of qualified candidates for the Strategic Fundraising Committee. 

3. Senior Recognition Day is slated for the 11th of November 2023 at St Mark’s Parish. Each 

parish in the Central Harlem Cluster is invited to propose two candidates to receive the 

Senior Recognitions Award. In order not to duplicate, Michelle Turnquest will be 

approached to present the list of names of living past recipients from our Parish. 

 

4. Media Ministry 
Lakia Lewis (Multimedia Director) and Danielle Beckford presented a brief New Media Ministry 
(NM2) overview. The ministry uses current technology to enhance, enrich, and engage faith 
believers within the church and in the community. Through accepting the benefits of new 
technology, they continue to spread “The Good News” to the farthest reaches of this earth. In 
their presentation they included: 



• Who We Are (started in 2015; Entertainment & Consultant & Tech & Liturgical 
professionals) 

• What Do We Do (Evangelization through Modernization: infrastructural 
enhancements/quality content & archive/print media & marketing) 

• Our Accomplishments Thus Far (SCBR Sound System upgrade 2017/Resurrection sound 
system upgrade 2018/Full-Service Video Studio 2020/Bulletin Revamp) 

• Our Goals Going Forward - what’s next? Continue to grow with youth engagement  
more infrastructure changes – identify and train more youth in both locations  

• Keep in mind: Print deadlines – Event Tech & Media Needs – This is Ministry      
 
NEW Church Bulletin with our Printing Partner Liturgical Publications. They are a Print and 
Advertising Company that provides bulleting and website services to over 4000 Catholic 
Churches across the country.  
Church Bulletin Printing Savings: LPI Contract $8K, an approximate savings of $15,000.00 from 
a prior cost of $23, 400.00 Annually 
The Parish Bulletin needs advertisers as part of our Community Partnership. Please, 
encourage companies and professionals known to us to advertise in the Parish Bulletin.  
  
5. Charlie’s Café– A overview was given of the Booking Protocols and Fellowship Committee 

Responsibilities for running smoothly the newly renovated Charlie’s Café, formerly known 
as the “Fellowship Room”. 

• Hours of operation on Sundays: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
• Funding of stock (paper goods and utensils, coffee/tea, sugar, etc.): Fellowship facilitators 

will not charge visitors for refreshments, but donations are accepted and welcome. The 
facilitator will deposit donations collected in a drop box. It will be emptied and placed in 
a sealed envelope to be turned over to David Sorden, SCB Business Manager, for 
accounting and deposit purposes by the designated person at the end of the day. 

 
6. Parish Membership Registration: Parents must be registered as church members in our 

Parish otherwise their children cannot receive any of the sacraments like Baptisms, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation. It was suggested to organize a Parish Registration drive.  

 
A closing prayer was offered by Annie Peña. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted (in the absence of Christine Whelan Secretary),  

Paulette Nixon 
Paulette Nixon, Parish Council Member 

 


