
Liturgy Instructions 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle A 

 

Welcome children to their worship space. 

 
Introduce symbol 

 
Say: Today’s symbol <hold up the symbol> is a fish in honor of the first people Jesus 

invited to help him spread the good news. Do you remember who they were? 
<fishermen—specifically Peter & Andrew, then James & John> 

 
 

Introduce readings 
 

Say: Today’s first reading is from the Old Testament book of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 
9:2-4). At the start of the reading, Isaiah talks about light. Listen to Isaiah and see what 

he says about light. 
 

 

Have the reader read the first reading. 
 

 

FIRST READING   A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 9:2-4 

 
See https://www.pflaum.com/readings/ 

 
The word of the Lord. All: “Thanks be to God” 

 
 

 

Ask: Isaiah made a picture with words about light. Can you tell me the word picture that 
Isaiah gave us about light? <“those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. 

And it shines upon everyone who lives in the land of darkest shadows”> If you were 
walking in a very dark place, would you be happy to see a light? <Yes!> Isaiah is telling 

us that God brings great happiness, just like a light brings happiness to people in the 
dark. Serving God brings peace and joy into our lives. 

 
 

Say: Now it is time for the Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 27:1, 4abc). We will say, “The 
Lord is my light and my salvation.” This sounds familiar! “Light” again! Why would the 

Lord be a light? What does that mean? <like a flashlight shining the way through 
darkness, like the comfort of a nightlight, or the happiness of birthday candles on a 

cake, the Lord represents all good and comfort and happiness in our lives> Remember, 
your part is to say: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

See https://www.pflaum.com/readings/ 

 

https://www.pflaum.com/readings/
https://www.pflaum.com/readings/


Say: Today’s Gospel reading comes from the book of St. Matthew (Matt 4:17-23). In the 
Gospel today, we hear about when Jesus called his first followers to help him spread the 

news. Pretend you are a fisherman. You are working on the beach one day, and this 
man comes along. Listen to St. Matthew’s story and try to imagine how you would feel. 

 
 

Say: Now we will get ready to hear the Gospel. Please stand up. 
 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 4:17-23 

 
† A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

(Demonstrate we cross our foreheads, lips, and hearts when we say “a reading 
from the holy Gospel…”) 

 

See https://www.pflaum.com/readings/ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  All: “Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
 
 

Please have the children sit  
 

 
Ask: What do you think? How do you think you would feel if Jesus asked you to come 

with him? Do you think that you would have left your fish and nets—which is how you 
earned money!—and go off with this stranger? <discuss> Isn’t it amazing that they did? 

 
Say: This is true faith—to give up everything just to do what God asks us to do! It is a 

real challenge to practice this in your everyday life. It is even hard sometimes to 

recognize when Jesus is calling you to action, that he is calling you to be a light to 
others. But if you pay attention, you can find things you can do every day that are what 

Jesus would want you to do. Don’t worry if you think they are “small” things. Many small 
things combined together can have a big impact! 

 
If there is time, ask questions and go over the parts of the lessons you think they may 

need to hear one more time to help them remember. 
 
 
 

Symbol—Today’s symbol is a fish. 

 

  

https://www.pflaum.com/readings/


 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

  



Parent Letter 

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Cycle A 

 

Dear Parents, 

The children listened to two of the same readings you did: Isaiah 9:2-4 and Matthew 4:17-23. 

To reinforce at home: 

Jesus calls each of us to be a light in the darkness. Imagine how it was with Peter and Andrew, 

James and John, to leave their work (and money!) and families to follow Jesus. Jesus doesn’t 

usually call us to make such drastic life changes, but he does consistently call us to action. 

Comfort and complacency were never virtues he promoted. We need to strive to recognize the 

many small ways that Jesus calls us to action every day. 

Activities to do at home: 

*Talk with your child about ways to hear the call of Jesus in your everyday life. 

*Choose a project you can work on together that shares Jesus’ love with others. 

*Model your faith! Share with your child one way that YOU answer God’s call to help others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


