
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Sunday Mass will be live streaming on our Facebook 
page at 9:30 AM.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/saintkaterispartanj

We will continue to keep you updated through our website, 
E-mails, Flocknotes and Facebook.

To join Flocknotes (text message app) text "stkateri" to 84576.
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4th Sunday of Lent (Year A)
 (LAETARE SUNDAY)

When we open ourselves to God’s grace, we can be 
healed of that blindness of spirit that sometimes prevents 

us from following Jesus with freedom and joy.

The Parish Community of      

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA
 427 Stanhope Road, Sparta New Jersey 07871

www.saintkateri.org;  office@saintkateri.org                   
   Parish Office: 973-729-1682     Fax: 973-729-0702



  † MASSES FOR THE WEEK †
Fr. Vidal will pray for your loved ones at a private 

Mass each day.

Monday, March 23: Lenten Weekday; St. 
Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
 8:15 AM   
Tuesday, March 24:  Lenten Weekday; St. Oscar 
Romero, Bishop and Martyr
  8:15 AM  
Wednesday, March 25: Annunciation of the Lord
  8:15 AM  Armstrong and Dolan Families 
Thursday, March 26:  Lenten Weekday
  8:15 AM 
Friday, March 27: Lenten Weekday
  8:15 AM People of the Parish
Saturday, March 28: Fifth Sunday of Lent
 5:00 PM Thomas Jennings 
Sunday, March 29: Fifth Sunday of Lent  
  8:00  AM Ed Gallagher
  9:30 AM  Mike Facciolla
 11:30 AM 

Prayers for the Sick: We 
pray for Deacon Drew Calandriello, 
Margie Frazier, Al Saveriano,  Henry 
Schubert, Liliana DiGangi, Tom 
Booth, Jason Duncan, Patrick 
Dillsworth, Brian Smith, Chris Auger, 
Margaret Brennan, Brittany Johnson,   

          Karen Rendina.

     Active Military Prayer List
Please pray for our Active Military:
Daniel Joseph (D.J.) Duguay, US Air Force; 
James Schoch, Infantry Second Lieutenant;  Frank 
Cutrone, Second Lieutenant, US Army; LtCol Dan 
Murphy, US Marine Corps; LTJG Katherine Garza, 
US Navy; LTJG David Garza, US Navy; LCpl Josh 
Jackson US Marine Corps
May God keep them safe and protect them from all harm.  
If you would like a love ones name added to the 
prayer list for the military, please call the parish 
center. 973-729-1682.

  READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon. Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54
Tue. Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16
Wed.  Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; 
Lk 1:26-38
Thur.  Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47
Fri.  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Sat.  Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or 
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Grace from the Ordinary
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth…

       He spat on the ground and           
                                            made clay with the saliva, and             
                                            smeared the clay on his eyes, and said 
                                            to him, “Go wash in the Pool of 
                                            Siloam” — which means Sent —. So 
                                            he went and washed, and came back 
                                            able to see.  John 9:1, 6-7
                                            Who was this man?  Interestingly, he 
                                            does not have a name.  He is only 
                                            referred to as the “man blind from 
birth.”  This is significant in the Gospel  of John because the lack 
of a name is also seen, for example, in the story of “the woman 
at the well.”  The fact that there is no name indicates that we 
should see ourselves in this story.  
“Blindness” is our inability to see the hand of God at work all 
around us.  We struggle to see the daily miracles of God’s grace 
alive in our lives and alive in the lives of others.  So the first thing 
we should do with this Scripture is strive to see our lack of sight.  
We should strive to realize that we so often do not see God at 
work.  This realization will inspire us to desire a spiritual healing.  
It will invite us to want to see God at work.  
 The good news is obviously that Jesus cured this man, 
as He willingly cures us.  To restore sight is easy for Jesus.  So 
the first prayer we should pray as a result of this story is simply, 
“Lord, I want to see!”  The humble realization of our blind-
ness will invite God’s grace to work.  And if we do not humbly 
acknowledge our blindness, we will not be in a position to seek 
healing.  How He heals this man is also significant.  He uses His 
own spit to make mud and smear it on this man’s eyes, which is 
not immediately that appealing.  But it does reveal something 
quite significant to us.  Namely, it reveals the fact that Jesus can 
use something exceptionally ordinary as a source of His divine 
grace!
 If we look at this in a symbolic way we can come to 
some profound conclusions.  Too often we look for God’s action 
in the extraordinary.  But He so often is present to us in that 
which is ordinary.  Perhaps we will be tempted to think that God 
only works His grace through heroic acts of love or sacrifice.  
Perhaps we are tempted to think that God is not able to use our 
daily ordinary activities to perform His miracles.  But this is not 
true.  It is precisely those ordinary actions of life where God is 
present.  He is present while washing the dishes, doing chores, 
driving a child to school, playing a game with a family member, 
carrying on a casual conversation or offering a helping hand.  In 
fact, the more ordinary the activity, the more we should strive 
to see God at work.  And when we do “see” Him at work in the 
ordinary activities of life, we will be healed of our spiritual blind-
ness.  
Reflect, today, upon this act of Jesus and allow our Lord to smear 
His spit and dirt on your eyes.  Allow Him to give you the gift of 
spiritual sight.  And as you begin to see His presence in your life, 
you will be amazed at the beauty you behold. (My Catholic Life)
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, 
TALENT AND TREASURE

March 2020   Weekly    Month of March

Regular Collections     $27,987  

Week Ending 03/01/2020
     Regular Collection  $8,724
     Maintenance Collection    1,218
     Ash Wednesday    1,126 

Week Ending 03/08/2020
     Regular Collection  $9,736
     Project Faith        854  
     Maintenance          57
     Easter Flowers & Ash Wed.      205

Week Ending 03/15/2020
     Regular Collection  $8,176
     Maintenance      $465
     Easter Flowers + Ash Wed.      $20

 Budget Monthly Expenses
(including Loan Payments)     $62,500 

Month Net Income/(Expense)
as of 03/08/2020      ($34,513)

The second collection on March 29th will be for Debt Reduction.
If you would like to contribute electronically visit our safe and 
secure 
website at www.saintkateri.org/electronic-giving.
We are thankful for all those parishioners who contribute to the 
financial 
support of the church and who take stewardship so seriously. 

Faith Formation Corner
Saint Kateri Faith Formation classes are 
cancelled/suspended until further notice. 
We have sent out online lessons and activities in order for 
families to continue learning about our Faith at home.

Please know that all First Communions and Confirmations 
are also suspended. Please read the details about this in 
the Bishop’s letter in this bulletin or on our website. 
 https://www.patersondiocese.org/coronavirus 

Please refer to the section labeled:  “HEALTH AND 
SAFETY MEASURES FOR PASTORAL LIFE IN THE 
DIOCESE OF PATERSON”.

For all other questions about Faith Formation please con-
tact Cheryl Wallace, DRE cherylw@saintkateri.org

Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 
above all things and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as 
if You were already there, and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be sep-
arated from You. Amen.
Prayer from Paterson Diocese website.

SAVE THE DATE for Vacation Bible School com-
ing to St. Kateri Parish July 6-10, 2020 from 1-4 
pm.  This year’s theme is Cathletics: Training to Be 
Champions for Christ.  Each day will be packed with 
music, crafts, games, snacks and FAITH!  All children 
entering kindergarten through 6th grade are invited to 
join the team and all students entering grades 7 and 
above are invited to be junior coaches and coaches!  
Adult mentors are also needed.  Save the date... more 
information, registration and volunteer applications are 
coming soon!  Make plans to be a part of an awesome 
Vacation Bible School at St. Kateri this summer!

Thank you for being a faithful member of 
the Saint Kateri community. By giving to our 
church on a regular basis, you’re showing that 
our church has a meaningful place in your 
heart. We wanted to let you know that you’re in 
our heart, too.
Donating to the church allows us to preach the 
gospel, make disciples, and support others in 
our community who need help.
If you would like to talk with Fr. Vidal over the 
phone, don’t hesitate to reach out.  Call: 973-
729-1682.
We earnestly appreciate your ongoing support 
and want to let you know we’re here for you.  
You are a valued member of our church family.
If you would like to make a one time donation 
or on going donations to Saint Kateri, please 
visit: https://saintkateri.org/electronic-giving 
or consider the "bill pay" option through your 
personal bank account. 



    Adoration 
    and 
    Private Prayer

Adoration and Private Prayer will be held  
from 2:00 PM to 4:00PM Monday through 
Friday. Let us unite in spiritual prayer.
“The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament is the best time you will spend 
on earth.  Each Moment that you spend with 
Jesus will deepen your union with Him and 
make your soul everlastingly more glorious 
and beautiful in Heaven, and will help bring 
about everlasting peace on earth.”
-Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Bishop Barron's Daily Mass and Lent 
Reflections can be found on the home page of 
our website:  www.saintkateri.org.

Prayer of Pope Francis for Protection and Help

O Mary,
you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and 
of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at 
the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You…know what we need, and we are sure you will pro-
vide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy 
and to feasting after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of 
the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried 
our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of 
the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of 
God. Do not disdain the entreaties of those of us who 
are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.

My Dear Parishioners and Friends,
 
The present situation that we are experiencing right now 
about COVID19, brought panic to every individual, not only 
here in the United States but also in other parts of the world.  
Today’s declaration of a pandemic is a call to action – for 
everyone, everywhere. Many business establishments have 
been closed. Schools have closed. Now is the time for the 
home to turn into schools and for parents to be teachers of 
their children. A good education begins at home. “During 
these difficult days, we can find small, concrete gestures 
to express closeness and concreteness toward the people 
closest to us, a caress for our grandparents, a kiss for our 
children, for the people we love...These are important, deci-
sive gestures. If we live these days like this, they won’t be 
wasted.” (Pope Francis)
Curfew from 8pm to 5am has been announced for the safety 
of everybody. I know that this pandemic affects our way of 
life. I know there’s panic-buying and opportunistic people 
using the crisis to try to make money. If we have something 
to spare, let’s share it. Let us help one another. Instead 
of fear and panic, let us pray and turn to God. Let’s get to 
know God, follow and listen to his Words. That’s the prayer. 
From Monday – Friday here in our church, we are going to 
expose the Blessed Sacrament from 2-4 pm with the prayer 
of the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm. We need to ask God’s 
loving mercy as we face these trials in life. You may come 
and pray and unite yourself in spiritual communion with the 
Lord.
I’ll be celebrating private mass every Sunday at 9:30am - 
live streaming via the Saint Kateri Facebook.  During week-
days, I will celebrate mass also for the intention of that day 
(and praying for all of you).
Since we are in the season of Lent, and all of our liturgi-
cal celebration have been cancelled, I encourage you to 
practice the three pillars of Lent: PRAYER, FASTING, and 
ALMSGIVING, and offer it for those victims, for those who 
are suffering, and for those who had died.
 It is very important that individuals with symptoms that may 
be due to the coronavirus and their household members 
please stay at home. Staying at home will help control the 
spread of the virus to friends, the wider community, and 
particularly the most vulnerable. Also, I urge you to fervently 
pray while at home, especially praying the rosary. Through 
the intercession of our Blessed Mother, may the Lord, in his 
mercy, deliver us from this present danger. 
In Bishop's word "We pray for the healing gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to descend upon all people during this critical period. 
In this time of trial, we depend on the mercy and goodness 
of God to protect us. Thank you for your cooperation and all 
necessary steps you take in order to minimize the spread of 
the coronavirus."  

Any decisions in terms of Holy Week, the Chrism Mass, the 
Sacred Triduum, and Easter will be made as we monitor the 
situation. 
 
My prayers,
Fr. Vidal



Health and Safety Measures for Pastoral Life
in the Diocese of Paterson

Effective Immediately 
By Mandate of the Bishop

As the cases of coronavirus increase exponentially, it is a moral imperative for all people to do what is humanly possible to 
prevent the spread of the illness. Large gatherings of people have rapidly become a grave health risk. Therefore, I am mak-
ing the following provisions for the Diocese of Paterson, effective immediately.
Suspension of Public Masses 

All public Masses are hereby suspended in the Diocese of Paterson until further notice. Since the Eucharist is the source 
and summit of the Christian life, all priests of the Diocese of Paterson must celebrate Mass privately for the good of all of the 
Christian faithful entrusted to their care and for all people during this critical time. Priests should celebrate this private Mass 
even if another priest or deacon cannot be with them to assist.  Priests are reminded of the obligation to offer Mass for the 
intentions of those who have made an offering for the Mass.
             
We take to heart the admonition of Saint Paul: “Rejoice in hope, endure in afflictions, persevere in prayer.”  (Romans 12:12). 
This would be a time to encourage families to pray the Rosary at home, and to make the grace before meals a time for 
fathers and mothers, and all families, to center their homes on prayer and reliance upon God’s mercy.
Suspension of Welcome Home to Healing Confessions, Lenten Penance Services

The Welcome Home to Healing initiative of Monday night confessions is suspended. Any scheduled Penance Services or 
Penitential Liturgies are suspended. Any gatherings of the faithful for private devotions such as the Stations of the Cross are 
also suspended. Our churches are to remain open to the faithful for private prayer. Please note that praying in large clusters 
or groups of people is prohibited. You must observe the government curfews.
Adoration and Private Prayer

 Parishes are encouraged to expose the Blessed Sacrament for at least three hours each day so that the faithful may come 
and pray and unite themselves in spiritual communion with the Lord. The hours for Exposition and Adoration should be post-
ed. Priests should administer the Sacrament of Penance or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to the Christian faithful 
who legitimately request those sacraments.
Suspension of the Sacrament of Confirmation

The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation is hereby suspended in the Diocese of Paterson. Confirmation retreats 
should be deferred. As developments continue to unfold, we will assess the situation. When it is prudent, we will make the 
necessary arrangements for the celebration of the Sacrament.
First Penance and First Holy Communion

Since the celebrations of First Penance and First Holy Communion bring together large groups of people, both celebrations 
are to be deferred in all parishes until further notice.
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals

                The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funeral is left to the discretion of the local pastor. The pastor must take 
into account the ongoing guidance from civil authorities regarding the acceptable size of crowds in public spaces. Every effort 
to guide couples with pastoral sensitivity must be made. Priests must always be attentive to the grieving and pray for God’s 
mercy upon the departed. Should questions arise, please contact the Office of the Vicar General.
Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum

Any decision in terms of Holy Week, the Chrism Mass, the Sacred Triduum, and Easter will be made as we monitor the situa-
tion. Parishes will be advised in due time.

Thank you for your cooperation and all necessary steps you take in order to minimize the spread of the coronavirus.  We 
pray for the healing gifts of the Holy Spirit to descend upon all people during this critical period. In this time of trial, we 
depend on the mercy and goodness of God to protect us.

Therefore, I urge all to join in fervent prayer, especially by praying the rosary. Through the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother, may the Lord, in his mercy, deliver us from this present danger.

    All to the contrary notwithstanding.
    Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of Paterson, this 16th day of March, 202



Come & Enjoy The Best Mexican 
Food Around!

161 ROUTE 181 · LAKE HOPATCONG · 973-810-3625

FRESH MEX FOOD PREPARED TO ORDER

Open 7 Days 11:30am tO 11:00pm

HELP WANTED
SUMMER 

Interested ApplIcAnts pleAse contAct:
nIck BurBAno, Head Lifeguard

Call/TexT 973-452-5571 OR
CresCenT Cove BeaCh CluB 973-398-5139

2 2
Lifeguards With 

Certification, CPR & 
First Aid Required.

www.PetsforVets.com

Alex Aguado, Agent
160 Woodport Road · Suite 1A · Sparta, NJ 07871

973-729-5661              alexaguado.com

5 BOWLING GREEN PARKWAY

973-663-0233

KARIN 
MEYER

973-729-2700 • 973-222-9909 • KarinMeyer@Weichert.com

Real Estate Questions? 
Call Me!

Over 20 Years of Real Estate Experience in Sussex County
NJAR Distinguished Sales Club

10% OFF ALL CATERING OVER $200
20 White Deer Plaza • Sparta (At Lake Mohawk)

(973) 729-6606

TRI-STATE RENTALS
“We Rent Most Everything”
Party World, Inc. - For All Your Party Needs

973-383-8441
105 SPARTA AVENUE                              NEWTON

070B (BC) - Blessed Kateri, Sparta           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Thomas F. Collins, Jr.
Vogel, Chait, Collins, Schneider

A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law

25 LindsLey drive · Morristown

tcollins@vccslaw.com • 973-538-3800

L. Joshua Matthews, Manager NJ Lic. No. 3505
Assistance With Monuments and Inscriptions

22 Main Street                                                      Sparta, New Jersey(973) 729-5530

GOOD SHEPHERD 
CATHOLIC CEMETERY

A new Catholic Cemetery in our area located at Creek Rd. 
& Airport Rd.  (603)  Green Township, New Jersey

For Information Call Our 
Cemetery Office at 973-786-5811

GOBLE  FUNERAL  HOME

NJ STATE MASTER PLUMBING LICENSE # 5668

PLUMBING &
WATER TREATMENT

973-726-4711
FRANK P. GARGIN

FrankGargin@allstate.com · 973-729-8644
191 WOODPORT ROAD · SPARTA

©2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Celebrating 10 Years!

JOSEPH LIOTTA, MD, MS
Board Certified  • Internal Medicine and Palliative Medicine

JUDITH CONNELL, APN
Board Certified • Nurse Practitioner

973-729-9700 • 25 Main Street • Sparta, NJ 07871

Frank Monte, Jr.
RE: Salesperson Realtor®

INTEGRITY IS OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS
973-713-1320 • frankmontejr@gmail.com

Sparta

Sparta Resident  
Parishioner

O'Donnell 
Law Firm, LLC

Attorneys at Law

E X P E R I E N C E  ~  R E P U TAT I ON  ~  R E S U LT S

Jacqueline M. O'Donnell, Esq.
72 Main Street · P.O. Box 488 · Sparta, NJ 07871 · 973-729-0696
www.ODonnellLawOffice.com

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

/blueskypainting llc

Painting
Power Washing
Deck and Fence Staining
Cabinet Refinishing
Wallpaper Removal
Spackle, Plaster
& Sheetrock Repair
Garage Floor Epoxying
Basement Waterproofing

862-268-2790

Carpet · Carpet Tile · VCT · Sheet Vinyl
Luxury Vinyl Plank · Stair Treads
 Laminates · Floor Preparation

Hardwood Floors (Installed & Finished)

366 SPARTA AVENUE · SPARTA, NJ

Chris McGrath
President
CommerCial

residential sales
installations

Free estimates

opTion 
#3

973-729-6659
chris.rbflooring@gmail.com


