
AUGUST 9, 2015 TO NURTURE AND EDUCATE

It’s Back to School Time! 
In just one week’s time, school will be back in session for another year!  For 
some of your children, Monday August 17th will be their first day of school 
EVER!  For others, it will be their first day as students at St. Benilde School.  
For the majority of our students, it will be the return to their home away from 
home, where they have been nurtured and provided with a high quality 
education for a number of years.  Finally, for our Seventh Grade students, it 

will be their “last first day” as students at St. Benilde School!   

The faculty and staff of St. Benilde School have been busy over the summer preparing for an exciting 
year.  We have plenty of new programs that are ready to launch, and we have done significant work 
building upon the successes we have had with ongoing programs.  Here is a sneak peak at what is 
new: 

• The Cook In Kitchen: Our cafeteria has been undergoing significant construction all summer 
long as we install a new cook-in kitchen.  This means that all our food will be cooked on site and 
that a wider array of options will be provided to children starting at 12 months all the way through 
Grade Seven!  This includes BREAKFAST, UPGRADED SANDWICH OPTIONS, and SALAD!   Ice 
cream will also be available for children who eat all of their lunch first!   

• Social Studies 2.0:  As part of our ongoing efforts to improve our academic offerings, we have 
thrown out the textbook and joined the 21st Century, where history is made every moment and 
printed textbooks are obsolete the second they are printed.  We have instead gone with Networks 
by McGraw-Hill for our social studies program starting in Kindergarten.   

• SBS Online!  In our efforts to expand academic offerings to meet the diverse needs of our 
children and their families, we are proud to announce the launch of SBS Online!  SBS Online 
provides families with a menu of academic offerings, including foreign language (Spanish, French, 
Chinese, German, and Latin), Algebra I and elective course credit, high school readiness programs, 
and online tutoring.  Check out www.stbenilde.com/sbs-online to learn more! 
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So let’s get this year started right!  New families (already over 85 
new students have signed up for this year!) can join us at our 
annual New Family Orientation on August 13th from 8-10 AM.  
We will spend the first hour in the cafeteria, and then you and 
your children will go “move in” to your new classroom and meet 
the teacher!  Our Returning Families get their turn to move in on 
Friday August 14th from 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM during Family Move 
In Day.  Finally, parents will want to catch one of Mr. Downey’s 
two annual Principal’s Town Hall Meeting at Noon and 4:00 PM 
on August 14th.   

There is even more information below, so please check out the rest 
of the announcements in this bulletin, and keep a look out for 
more announcements in the days and weeks to come!   

Cheer Clinic Scheduled 
At this clinic, our new cheer coach - Mrs. Ashlie Wilson - will be 
going straight into the cheer material for this year.  Members of 
the Cheer Team will be leaning their cheers and chants as well as 
working on jumps and stunts.  Coach Wilson is very eager to get 
started with the girls and share with them her plans and 
expectations for the year. 

A parent meeting will be held on August 12th immediately after 
clinic.  At this time Coach Wilson will be able to go over guidelines 
and finances.  She will also see who needs uniforms, poms, ECT.  
We know this is a busy time of year, but if we can get started on 
the right foot, it will be a wonderful year! 

Prek 3 & 4 Girls Smocks 
SBS is seeing significant growth in our enrollment of over 10%, 
which is wonderful.  But it has created a problem!  We have grown 
so fast and so rapidly that our uniform supplier has run out of 
uniform smocks for our Prek 3 & 4 smocks.  Our supplier has 
promised that the smocks are on their way, but that not all may be 
in by the first day of school.  So for those girls who do not have 
smocks, we will allow them to dress “up” for the first few days of 
school until their uniforms are delivered.  We also have a limited 
number of smocks available during our annual uniform exchange, 
which will run during the New Family Orientation and the Family 
Move In Day.   
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Important Dates

August 11 - 12:  Cheer 
Clinic & Parent Meeting, 
4:00 - 5:30 PM, Cafeteria 

August 13: New Family 
Orientation, 8 - 10 AM, 
Cafeteria 

August 13: Safe 
Environment Parent/
Volunteer Workshop, 6:30 
PM, Cafeteria 

August 14: Family Move In 
Day, 8 AM - 4: PM 

August 14: Principal’s 
Town Hall Meetings, Noon 
& 4:00 PM, Cafeteria 

August 17: First Day of 
School, 7:45 AM 

August 17:  Men’s Club 
Meeting, 7:30 PM, 
Cafeteria  

August 18: Back to School 
Night, Rainbow Krewe, 
7:00 PM 

August 19: Open of School 
Liturgy, 8:20 AM, Church 

August 19: Back to School 
Night, Grades 1-7, 7:00 
PM, Cafeteria 

August 20: School Picture 
Day
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Cafeteria News! 
Welcome to St. Benilde  School Cafeteria!  We are planning great things for our lunch/breakfast 
program this year including new menu items, nutrition days and special events.  Our prices for the 
2015-16 school year are: 

• Student Breakfast: Pre K – Elementary ($1.25), High School ($1.50), Reduced ($ .30) 

• Adult Breakfast:  Faculty ($2.25), Visitor & ($2.50)  

• Student Lunch:  Pre K - Elementary ($2.25), High School ($2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $3.65), Reduced ($ .40) 

• Adult Lunch:  Faculty ($4.25), Visitor ($4.50)  

• Extra Sale Items:  Milk ($ .75), 4.23 oz. Juice ($ .50), 6.75 oz. Juice ($ .75), Bottled Water ($ .50)  

School Food and Nutrition Services does not allow any charges.  All meals and extra sale items must be 
paid in advance.  In an effort to go “Green” and to simplify the payment process, we are encouraging 
parents to take advantage of our on-line payment option.  It is fast, easy and beneficial! 

On-Line Payments:  Visit our website www.schoolcafe.org and click the online payment link for more 
information. 

• Minimal fees are charged for all bank drafts and all credit card payments 

• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account anytime during the school year 

• View student purchases & account balances 

• Sign up for monthly auto drafts, emails or text alerts for low balances 

• You will need the student’s name, birth date and school name.   

• Money added to student’s account every 3-5 minutes. 

If you are unable to do on-line payments, you may send any amount of money at anytime.  Please 
include the student’s name, grade and computer number on all payments.  Prepaying saves time and 
allows more time for the students to enjoy their meal. 

Listed below is some additional information about our program: 

• If a student is returning to the same school, the student will continue to use their pre-assigned 
computer number.  New students will be issued a number before the first serving day. 

• All balances will be rolled over to the next school year unless a refund is requested. 

• Students may use advance payments to purchase extra sale items.  If you request that 
prepayments be used for lunch only, students would be required to pay cash on the line for 
extras.   

• School Meal Modification forms are available upon request and must be completed by your doctor or 
medical professional.  You must provide a new form each school year. 

• The 2015-2016 Free/Reduced Meal Applications will be available online.  Visit our website 
www.schoolcafe.org and click on the free and reduced meal application link.  Online applications 
process faster than the paper applications.  Therefore, we encourage you to fill out the online 
application.  If you do not have access to a computer, you can obtain a paper application from your 
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cafeteria manager.  If your child received free or reduced price meals last school year, you will need to 
complete a new application before September 1, 2015. 

   

If I may be of assistance, please feel free to contact me.  Your comments are always welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Keyoka McGuire 

Cafeteria Manager 

stbenilde@schoolcafe.org 

New Moving Along Aides Announced 
The Loreto Early Learning Center at St. Benilde School will have some new faces in the Moving Along 
classroom this school year.  The former aide - Mrs. Casey Cordes - has resigned to spend more time  
at home with her baby boy!  We wish her much luck and happiness.   

Mrs. Rachel Murakami has been hired to be the aide in the Moving Along classroom during the 
morning hours from 7:00 - 11:00 AM.  Mrs. Laura Guzman has been hired as the aide in the Moving 
Along classroom for the afternoon hours, starting at 11:00 AM until 6:00 PM.  Both Mrs. Murakami 
and Mrs. Guzman have a long history with both St. Benilde Parish and School.   We welcome both 
into our school faculty! 

August SBS Family Mass Set for August 23! 
Please join us for our first SBS Family Mass on Sunday August 23 at the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass.  At 
this monthly Mass, our wonderful school choir will lead us in song, SBS students will serve as lectors 
and altar servers, and we will worship at the table of the Lord as a community!  Haven’t been to 
Church for a while?  Don’t worry about it.  Worshiping with your children on Sundays is as important 
to their spiritual formation as reading to them each night is important to their academic formation.  
All are welcome!  All are embraced!  Come rejoice in the Lord with us!
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