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Lent 
With the end of Mardi Gras begins our annual Catholic pilgrimage of Lent.  Like with Advent, which 
comes before Christmas, Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and penance as we prepare ourselves 
spiritually for the annual remembrance of  the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus during Holy 
Week, and then the celebration of His Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

The traditional observances of Lent - fasting Monday through Saturday, meatless fish on Fridays, 
giving up something we like that is not necessarily good for us, and celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation - are meant to remind us of our dependency upon God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  All of life - ALL OF IT - is a pure gift from God!  We earn nothing… we deserve nothing… saint 
or sinner, everything we receive is due only to God’s loving grace in our lives.    

This runs counter to our contemporary culture, which is based not upon gift, but upon transaction:  
we earn everything that we have through hard work and “good” living, however that is defined.  This 
is harmful, because it leads to the deadly sin of pride when we look at those who are poor and assume 
that they are poor because they are somehow too lazy or not worthy of material comfort.   

In an authentic Catholic worldview, we recognize that none of us are worthy of the grace of God in 
our lives.  Rich or poor, we stand radically as equals before God in the final accounting.  We work 
hard not so that we can earn God’s grace, but in gratitude that it has been so freely given.  We may 
not hide the talents that God has given us or use them only for our own material benefit.  Our talents 
must be used to benefit all people, and especially those most in need of what God has given us.   

So make this a traditional Lent for you and your family.  Limit your meals to only three, with two 
together equal to the third.  Hunger reminds us of our fragility.  Abstain from meat on Fridays:  fish 
only reminds us that what God gives can be taken away and we can be forced to do without.  Seek 
forgiveness for the times this year when you looked down on those without while patting yourself on 
the back because you somehow were given more opportunities for success than they were.    
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Important 
Dates 

GO TO 
STBENILDE.COM/

EVENTS FOR MORE 

SARCRAMENTAL 
WORKSHOP 

MARCH 5
FISH FRY 

MARCH 10

PENANCE SERVICES 

MARCH 7 & 9

FAMILY BULLETIN

http://stbenilde.com/events
http://stbenilde.com/events
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Finally, pay your talents forward.  Do not hide them.  They were 
given to you by God to serve the needs of God’s Kingdom, which is 
intended first to the poor and the vulnerable.   If you have been 
blessed with wealth, give a substantial portion to individuals or 
organizations who are poor or who serve the poor.  If you have a 
talents in a specific profession - such as law, accounting, or 
medicine - donate your time pro bono to a person or family in 
need so that they can benefit from your expertise even though they 
cannot compensate you materially.  Finally, all of us have been 
blessed with time on this Earth.  We can all spend some of this 
time at a food bank, homeless shelter, or soup kitchen living out 
the Corporal Works of Mercy.   

May this Lent be a blessed time for you and your family to 
experience the Love of God and the Joy of Humility!   

The Diamond Toast at the 2017 
Luck of the Irish Spring Gala 

The Luck of the Irish Spring Gala committee is proud to announce 
a new twist to this year’s Gala and Silent Auction.  Currents Fine 
Jewelry located on Royal St. in the Quarter has donated a 
diamond ring (pictured below) that is valued at $3,600.  People 
who attend the Gala on April 8 will have the opportunity to win 
this diamond ring through the purchase of a $50 glass of 
champagne (only 100 will be sold).  Here is how it works: 

1. Purchase your glass of champagne either in advance or during 
the Gala on April 8.   

2. Each glass of champagne will have with it a felt pouch. 

3. In each pouch will be a collection of green beads. 

4. One pouch will have a special clear bead in it.  You want this 
bead! 

5. At the end of the night during “The Parting Glass” final toast, 
you will receive your glass of champagne.   

6. Once the final blessing is done, all of the people who have their 
glass of champagne will be asked to pour out their beads.  The 
one with the clear bead will be able to leave that night with 
their brand new bling bling! 

7. The winner can drink their glass of champagne in celebration 
of a great night… everyone else can drink their sorrows away.   
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Upcoming 
Calendar

March 4;  Cat’s Rehearsal, 
9 AM - 1:30 PM, Cafeteria 

March 5:  Sacramental 
Workshop #2, 2:00 PM, 
Church 

March 6:  2nd & 3rd Grade 
Book Club, 3:15 - 4:00 PM 

March 6:  Girls Cabbage 
Ball, HOME vs. St. Francis, 
4:00 PM 

March 7:  Lower School 
Lenten Penance Service, 
1:00 PM 

March 8:  School Liturgy, 
8:15 AM, Church 

March 8:  Cat’s Rehearsal, 
3:30 - 5:30 PM, Cafeteria 

March 8:  Grandparent’s 
Club Meeting, 7:00 PM, 
Cafeteria 

March 9:  Upper School 
Lenten Penance Service, 
1:00 PM, Church 

March 9:  Faculty/Staff 
Business Meeting, 3:30 
PM 

March 10: $1 Dress Down 
Day for Benilde Bash 
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To purchase your tickets, please go to 501auctions.com/sbsgala.  You can 
also purchase your glass of champagne while purchasing your tickets!  
Check back often to see silent auction items you can purchase at this 
year’s Gala.   

The Book Fair is Coming 
When we return from the Mardi Gras holiday, students will receive book 
fair booklists/wish list forms to bring home.  If you would like a sneak 
peak over the break, visit the SBS Scholastic Book Fair homepage here:  
http://www.scholastic.com/stbenildeschool and click on “Preview 
Featured Titles.”  You can also see our schedule on the above link, but for 
the less tech savvy, the Book Fair begins on Sunday March 19 after both 
morning masses.  We encourage families to visit after worshipping 
together.  The Book Fair continues through the week during school hours 
and closes at 4  PM each evening, with one late night on Wednesday March 22 when we close at 6 
PM.  The last day is Friday March 24.  Please mark your calendars, but if you are unable to attend 
in person, you can always order online using the Book Fair app! 

Calling All Volunteers! 
In order to keep our Book Fair running smoothly, we need volunteers to assist students in selecting 
books, making wish lists to take homeland checking out.  If you are interested in giving generously of 
your time, please contact our Librarian, Elisa Huber, at 837-5915, ehuber@stbenilde.com, or in 
person during school hours to add your name to the schedule.  Any gift of time would be greatly 
appreciated! 

Fish Fry Time 
It’s Lent!  Time for prayer, penance, and… FISH!  Please join us next Friday, March 10, for our 
annual St. Benilde Men’s Club Fish Fry!  We have hot plates, cold plates, fish tacos, shrimp tacos, and 
so much more!  Tickets will be available for resale starting after Masses this weekend.  Folks, this is 
great food and ranked among the top fish fries in the city!  Get your food tickets in advance so you do 
not get shut out, then join us Friday for food, fellowships and fun! 

Congratulations Giovanni Rodriguez (’17)  
Congratulations to Seventh Grader Giovanni Rodriguez, who not only won our school Geography Bee 
this year, but qualified for the State Geography Bee on March 31!  We are proud of you and wish you 
luck at the State Bee! 
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Help Wanted 
St. Benilde School announces the following positions are currently open.   Candidates should 
complete the appropriate employment application (found at http://www.stbenilde.com/
employment-opportunities) and email the completed application, resume, and cover letter to 
jdowney@stbenilde.com. 

Lead Teacher, Exceptional Learners Program:  The lead teacher works in the Exceptional 
Learners Program under the supervision of the Director of  the Exceptional Learners Program.  Lead 
teachers are responsible for classroom leadership, including planning learning experiences, recording 
data on child progress for planning and reporting purposes, facilitates active communication between 
home and school, and provides leadership to the classroom Assistant Teacher.  The candidate will 
have a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in Education with Special Education Certification through 
the State of Louisiana or an equivalent current endorsement from another state. 

Lead Teacher, Early Childhood Formation (Prek 3):   The lead teacher works in the 
Prekindergarten 3 program (second classroom) under the supervision of the Director of Early 
Childhood Formation. Lead teachers are responsible for classroom leadership, including planning 
learning experiences, recording data on child development for planning and reporting purposes, 
facilitates active communication between home and school, and providing leadership to the 
classroom Assistant Teacher.   The candidate will have a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education or a related field along with State of Louisiana Teacher Certification for Prekindergarten. 

Assistant Teachers, Early Childhood Formation:  The assistant teacher works  in the Early 
Childhood Formation programs (Nursery - Prek 4) under the supervision of the Director of Early 
Childhood Formation.  Assistant teachers are responsible for providing direct care to the children in 
the classroom, facilitates learning experiences under the direction of the Lead Teacher, and facilitates 
communication between home and school.   The candidate will have a minimum of three years 
experience working in an Early Childhood Formation program and demonstrate knowledge of 
minimum licensing expectations for early childhood learning centers.  The preferred candidate will 
also be working towards their degree or CDA certifications. 

Assistant Teachers, Exceptional Learners Program:   The assistant teacher works  in the 
Exceptional Learners Program under the supervision of the Director of the Exceptional Learners 
Program.   Assistant teachers are responsible for providing direct care to the children in the 
classroom, facilitates learning experiences under the direction of the Lead Teacher, and facilitates 
communication between home and school.  The preferred candidate will have a minimum of three 
years experience working in an Special Education program and demonstrate knowledge of minimum 
expectations for working with Special Needs students.   

After Care Counselors:  The After Care Counselor works in the school's After Care program for 
children in Grades K-7.   After Care Counselors are responsible for providing direct care to the 
children in their assigned classroom under the supervision of the Director of Faith and Human 
Formation.  The candidate will - at a minimum - be a high school graduate, be able to pass a state and 
federal criminal background check, and be cleared through the Office of Safe Environment for the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
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Summer at Benilde Counselors:  The Summer at Benilde Counselor works in the school's 
Summer at Benilde program for children in Grades PreK 3-7.  Summer at Benilde Counselors are 
responsible for providing direct care to the children in their assigned classroom under the 
supervision of the Director of Faith and Human Formation.  The candidate will - at a minimum - be a 
high school graduate, be able to pass a state and federal criminal background check, and be cleared 
through the Office of Safe Environment for the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
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