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Selection of a New Principal  
for St. Benilde Catholic School 
 A Statement from Reverend Father Robert T. 

Cooper
To the Parents, Faculty, Parishioners, Alumni, Benefactors and Friends of St. Benilde Parish and 
School: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 

I write briefly to inform you that, beginning November 18, 2017, and ending January 5, 2018, 
applications for the principalship of St. Benilde Catholic School will be accepted by the Office of 
Catholic Schools. A full copy of the advertisement for the position may be found on the parish 
website: www.stbenilde.org/sbs-principal-search. Once the application period is closed, 
resumes will be examined and interviews of viable candidates will be conducted throughout the 
month of January 2018.   

St. Benilde Catholic School is expected to provide an academic setting for outstanding instruction in 
human knowledge and skills. It is also expected to provide instruction imbued with Catholic values, 
the conviction that the Catholic tradition should be passed on, and the example of a Christian way of 
life. At St. Benilde Catholic Church, our parish school is expected to do more and to be different. The 
academic knowledge and skills that our school imparts must be infused with Gospel values and the 
rich tradition of our Catholic faith and heritage. 

Being called to serve as the principal at St. Benilde Catholic School is a great responsibility and an 
incredible privilege. The principal is the primary agent for creating an environment that fosters 
academic excellence, Catholic faith formation, vitality and viability. As such, the principal carries the 
primary responsibility for creating a welcoming atmosphere for all members of the school and parish 
community and a climate that encourages the engagement of each student in an organic learning and 
catechetical process which is infused with Catholic tradition and Church teaching.  

As we move forward in a new and exciting direction, I want to assure you of my commitment to seek 
out and hire a principal who has a deep devotion to his/her Catholic faith, a true understanding of 
the mission and ministry of Catholic education and a willingness to work in collaboration with the 
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clergy to foster Catholic Identity and virtue-orientated learning. 
To assist me in this task, I have already formed a search 
committee of well-qualified individuals to collaborate with as we 
discern the movement of God in this selection process.   

I am eternally gratefully to Mrs. Valerie Perez who continues her 
exemplary service as Interim Principal and to the entire faculty 
and administrative team who work diligently to continue to form 
our students according to the mind and heart of Christ. Please 
continue to hold our school and parish family in prayer during 
this time of transition and new beginnings.  

This year’s #iGiveCatholic Day of Giving is 
Tuesday, November 28th. We hope to meet and even 
exceed last year’s numbers! Every gift of $25 or more will 
go further with $20,000 of matching funds provided by the 
Whitman Family Foundation! If every school family 
considers a gift of $25 or more, we will be well on our way 
to meeting this challenge! Please consider spreading the 
word to your extended family to help us reach our goal.  

Advanced giving began on November 10th and continues 
through November 26th. You can donate to St. Benilde 
School through the #iGiveCatholic website. There are links 
on both the school and parish websites. Each and every 
donation will go to help our children by improving our 
facilities, purchasing classroom resources, and ensuring the 
school remains accessible to all in our community.  

Every gift, no matter the amount, will make a significant 
difference.  Thank you in advance for your generosity in 
ensuring a quality education for all St. Benilde Students! 
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Calendar
November 20-24:  School 
Closed for Thanksgiving 

November 20-22: Holiday Care 
for those who registered 

November 20: Men’s Club 
Meeting 

November 27: Chorale 
Practice 3:00 - 4:00 

November 27: Boys Jr. & Sr. 
Basketball Game vs St. 
Clement 

November 28: #iGiveCatholic 
Day of Giving 

November 28: Choir 3:00 - 
4:00 

November 28: Jr. Soccer 
Game vs. St. Philip 4:00 - 5:00 

Sr. Basketball Game vs. OLPH 
Kenner 5:00 - 6:00 

November 29:  School Mass 
8:15 AM 

November 29: Advisory Board 
Meeting 7:00 

November 30: Jr. & Sr. 
Basketball Game vs. St. Mary 
Magdalene 4:00 - 6:00 

November 30: Jr. Soccer vs. 
Memorial 4:00 -5:00 

https://igivecatholic.org/designee/st-benilde-school
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Laser Tag 
HUMAN FORMATION 

Join St. Benilde’s Home & School Association for a fun, family friendly night at Adventure 
Quest Laser Tag on December 7, 2017. Doors open at 4:00PM! Mention St. Benilde and we 
will receive a percentage of the entry fee. Tickets can be purchased in advance online at Laser 
Tag Online Tickets. 

Bring Your Own Device 
ACADEMIC FORMATION 

As we look ahead to Christmas and the new year, we wanted to make you aware of a change 
to our “Bring Your Own Device Policy”. With all of the wonderful digital tools that we are 
using to personalize and enrich your child’s education, we have found that Android devices 
are not able to meet the needs of the students or the teachers as certain apps we use will not 
work on Android devices. Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, students may bring iPads, 
Chromebooks and laptops running either Windows or Mac operating systems. If you have 
any questions, please contact Cecilia Wilson. 
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http://adventurequestlasertag.pfestore.com/capacity/events/624a9ea7-a58b-45e4-8057-1d63bd5e2d5c.aspx
http://adventurequestlasertag.pfestore.com/capacity/events/624a9ea7-a58b-45e4-8057-1d63bd5e2d5c.aspx
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Rite of Enrollment
SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Our second graders have begun their journey as they prepare to receive the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Last Saturday they participated in the Rite of 
Enrollment where they promised to work hard and to pray hard as they prepare for these 
very special sacraments. Their parents also promised to help them on their journey by 
praying with them and attending mass each week. Please pray for our second graders and 
their families and they begin this faith filled journey. 

Thank You 
Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who donated 
such wonderful food to the Teachers’ Appreciation Luncheon. 
All of us here at St. Benilde truly appreciate your kindness and 
generosity. We are reminded of how blessed we are this 
Thanksgiving. One of our greatest blessings God has given us is 
the gift of you and your children. 
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