
PREPARE 

THE WAY

Saint John the
Baptist appears on the
scene today as Advent
enters its second week.
The mysterious
consumer of locusts
and wild honey, John
echoes the words of
the prophet Isaiah as
he calls for repentance
in the face of the
nearness of the
kingdom of heaven.
The rhythms of the
Christian life are often

confounding. Each year we meet the Baptist and hear his
calls for repentance. Each year we see him pointing to the
one who is coming after him, the Lord Jesus. Yet each year
the words and actions of John the Baptist echo anew in our
hearts, because we have fallen into old sinful traps again and
again. Advent gives us the opportunity once again to turn
away from our sinful ways and embrace the gospel way of
life. John the Baptist invites us to prepare the way for the
Lord, in whom we place our hope. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; 

Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 

Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 

Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10; 

Mt 11:2-11

 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Tuesday: St. Nicholas
Wednesday: St. Ambrose
Thursday: The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday: St. Juan Diego

 SANCTUARY LIGHT

 DECEMBER 3RD - DECEMBER 9TH 

The Sanctuary Light at St. John will burn 
in memory of Noel Deming & Delia Bibbs.
The Sanctuary Light at Our Lady will burn
in memory of Andrew Cambre.

 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

 MASS SCHEDULE       Holy Day of Obligation 

Tuesday, December 6th 
NO Mass at OLA
Wednesday, December 7th

7:00 am Regular Mass at SJB
6:30 pm Vigil Mass at OLA
Thursday, December 8th 
Noon Mass at SJB
6:30 pm Mass at SJB

 IN SYMPATHY

Our Communities of Faith extend our sympathy and
prayerful support for the family of:  Millie Jo Fitzmorris,
mother of Mark Ingalls.  May the Lord grant comfort and
peace to this family and may she and all who sleep in Christ,
find in His presence light, happiness, and peace.

 THANK YOU

Words alone cannot truly express our gratitude and
appreciation for the warmth, kindness and thoughtfulness
for everything that the members of Our Lady and St. John
has shown in the death of our son, father, and brother
Andrew Cambre.  Thank you again so very much.

The Cambre Family

 HEALING ROSARY

The regular monthly Healing Rosary is Monday, December
5th at 9:30am at the home of Devin and Linda Holley.
Everyone is invited to join us as together we pray for the
healing of our parish members and their families.

First Sunday of Advent December 27, 2016

The reading from the prophet Isaiah this Sunday contains a
remarkable prediction--the end of war between nations (Isaiah 2:4).
So why hasn't it been fulfilled? We can look to the second reading
and the Gospel for some hints. Both readings talk about being
awake and ready for our salvation (Romans 13:12) or the coming of
the Son of Man (Matthew 24:39). Being awake doesn't mean
consuming lots of coffee or turning the music volume all the way
up. Paul calls it "putting on the Lord Jesus Christ" as a soldier
would put on armor before a battle. He even mentions rivalry and
jealousy as attitudes to avoid. What if we not only avoided them,
but also taught our children to avoid them? What if everyone
eventually learned not to be jealous and hateful? We are a long way
from ending all wars. There are still people who teach hate to the
poor instead of helping to feed them. There are still people who get
rich selling the weapons of war. This brings us back to the first
reading, in which Isaiah speaks of beating swords into plowshares.
Instead of trying to stop all wars, could we at least show forgiveness
to someone who has hurt us? Maybe we need to be ready to share
our faith. Maybe we have to be awake to any opportunity to show
God's love to those around us. If we can just be patient with other
people's faults and weaknesses, we may not stop all wars, but we
will be prepared for the coming of the Prince of Peace.  



 Pray for our Military and their families

Marvin Ashford, Jr., Army Aaron Barr, USAF
James A. Benning, USMC Matthew Boyd, Army
Cody Castello, USMC Eugene Cazedessus, USMC
LeLand Crochet, III, USMC Matthew Charlet Dart, USN 
Chandler Derouen, Army Patrick Deslatte, USN 
Jacqueline Deslatte, USN Stephen DiLorenzo, Army
Adam Foster, USN Thomas Foster, USN
Christian Fuller, USAF Brad Gautreaux, USMC
J. Michael Head, USMC Joseph N. Jones, Jr., Army
Sabrina Jones, LaNG Markus Kippers, USN
Dustin Knight, USN Joseph L. LeBlanc Jr., Army
Stanley Mays, USAF Andrew Metcalf, Army
Ben Gordon Morseth, USCG Gordon Newman, Army
Robert Brett Parker, LaNG Brian Plauche, USAF
Andrea Byrd Prosser, USCG Mike Prosser, USCG
Jesse B. Richard, Army Nicholas Richards, USN
Michael Roberts, USCG James Rouchon, USMC
Jarrod Mason Sealey, USAF David Welch, LaNG
Gordon M. White, USAF   Christopher Williston USAF

 WEEKLY COLLECTION  11/20/2016

St. John the Baptist
Identified Contributions (147 Families) $ 6,089.00
Unidentified Contributions $ 755.34
Regular / Online Contributions (34) $ 2,265.00
Building Maintenance (2) $ 35.00
Building Maintenance / Online (4) $ 125.00
Youth Ministry (4) $ 60.00
Human Development (14) $ 226.00
Legacy of Faith / Capital Camp (28) $ 2,735.00
Legacy of Faith / Kidz Kount (2) $ 69.89
Legacy of Faith/ Profit Figurine Sale $ 4,828.62
Legacy  of Faith / Online  (31)      $ 2,857.38
Our Lady of Assumption
Identified Contributions (37 Families)   $ 1,540.00
Unidentified Contributions                    $ 292.10
Regular / Online Contributions  (5) $ 1,205.00
Building Maintenance /Online (1) $ 10.00

 WEEKLY COLLECTION  11/27/2016

St. John the Baptist
Identified Contributions (162 Families) $ 8,257.00
Unidentified Contributions $ 756.17
Regular / Online Contributions (33) $ 2,045.00
Thanksgiving (St. Vincent dePaul) $1 1,483.00
Building Maintenance (9) $ 355.00
Building Maintenance / Online (3) $ 70.00
Youth Ministry (10) $ 505.00
Legacy of Faith / Capital Camp (36) $ 9,835.00
Legacy  of Faith / Online (24)       $ 1,843.11
CAMPAIGN TOTAL $ 6,171,089.42
Our Lady of Assumption
Identified Contributions (38 Families)   $ 2,626.20
Unidentified Contributions                    $ 432.00
Regular / Online Contributions  (2) $ 50.00
Thanksgiving (St. Vincent DePaul $ 535.00
Building Maintenance (2) $ 200.00

 ✞ ~ ✞  NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE  ✞ ~ ✞ 

Sunday, December 4th 
The Second Sunday of Advent
-7 am: Mass  / Coffee & Pastries
-9:15 am: K-5th Religious Ed Class
-10 am: Divine Mercy/Rosary
-11 am: Mass 
-5 pm: Edge
-OLA
-8:30 am: Rosary
-9 am: Mass
-10 am: First Sunday Social
-10 am: K-11th Religious Ed Class #7
Monday, December 5th 
-9:30 am: Healing Rosary
-6:30 pm: Charismatic Prayer Group
-6:30 pm: Scouts
-7 pm: N.A. Meeting
Tuesday, December 6th 
 -5 pm: Children’s Choir
-5:30 pm: Youth Choir
-6 pm: Adult Choir
-6 pm: SJB Men’s Club Christmas Party 
-OLA
-NO MASS
Wednesday, December 7th 
-7 am: Mass
-5:30 pm: Confirmation Session II
-5:30 pm:  Jr. High Youth Night
-OLA
-6:30 pm: Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass
-7:00 pm: Men’s Club of OLA
Thursday, December 8th 
Immaculate Conception
(Office Closed)
-12 Noon: Mass
-6:30 pm: Mass
Friday, December 9th 
-7:30 am: Mass / Divine Mercy / Coffee & Biscuits
Saturday, December 10th 
-3 pm: Confession
-4 pm: Mass
Sunday, December 11th 
Third Sunday of Advent
-7 am: Mass / Coffee & Pastries
-8 am: Knights of Columbus Meeting
-10 am: Divine Mercy/Rosary
-11 am: Mass / Children’s Liturgy
-5 pm: Lifeteen
-OLA
-9 am: Mass

 2017 CALENDARS

The calendars for 2017 have arrived and are available at
the entrance of church.  Please take one for your home.



CONGRATULATIONS and WELCOME 

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

BAPTIZED IN THE LORD

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH 

        Addison Faye Sanchez
daughter of Blaine & Annalisa Sanchez

John Anthony Styers
son of James & Angela Styers

Finn Everett Tucker
son of John & Wendi Tucker

Henry Edward Turner
son of Chad & Margaret Turner

 Guide Book & Directory

We are in the process of updating our
annual Guide Book & Directory for the
church.  This book will contain everything
pertinent to our church; the various
ministries, organizations, committees,
activities, functions and events plus a
complete directory of all members.  This book is being
provided and direct-mailed to each family at NO COST
to our church, and it is again being subsidized by local
businesses that advertise.  
If you own or manage a business and would like to
find out about advertising in our book, please call the
Parish Office.  

Please call the parish office if your address, phone
number, family members, or any other information have
changed in the last year.

 St. Vincent de Paul Society

The diocesan program “Home Again Furniture or
Appliance Assistance Program”, through the St.
Vincent de Paul Society is now available.  We will begin
the application process for this program very soon. 
Please call the church office if you would like to be
considered for this program.  You must be a flooded
resident of the Zachary/Clinton area and have no
insurance coverage.

Our Fill-A-Truck drive for SVDP has been rescheduled
for Saturday, January 28, 2017.  Please begin saving
gently used clothes, household items, etc.   Our goal is to
fill 2 trucks.  More information will be available later. 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION

 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHEDULE

 (Holy Day of Obligation)

Tuesday, Dec. 6th:  NO Mass

Wednesday, Dec. 7th: Vigil Mass at 6:30 pm

 MEN’S CLUB             ( Date Change)

The December meeting for the Men’s Club 

at OLA has been moved to Wednesday,
December 7 following the 6:30 pm

Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass.

 ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE

The advent penance service is scheduled for Tuesday,

December 13th at 6:00 pm.  Father will hear confessions
beginning at 6:00 pm and will continue after 6:30 pm
Mass if necessary.

 THE LIVING / GIVING TREE

The annual program of the Living / Giving
Tree continues again this year.  Please take an
ornament from the tree and add that person to
your shopping list, OR attach the ornament to
a monetary donation and one of our elves will
do the shopping for you.  It’s that easy!

Please return the gifts (with the ornament attached) 

by Monday, December 19th. 

“Whatsoever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you
did for me.”    Matthew 25:40

 2016 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Please join us on Sunday,  December 18th, for this year’s
Christmas Program presented by the children of the parish.

The program will begin at 5:30 pm.

 CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

Please join us following the Christmas Program on
Sunday, December 18th  for our parish Potluck Dinner. 
Contact Diane Rouchon for more details at 683-5192.

 2017 CALENDARS

The calendars for 2017 are now available.  Please take one
for your home.



 2016 LIVING / GIVING TREE

The Living / Giving Tree at St. John is now set
up in the entrance of the church.  Please take
an envelope from the tree and return the
envelope with your donation by either
dropping it into the box under the tree or 
into the collection basket at Masses.
Please make your contribution by Christmas.

The funds from this program will be used by the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society here at St. John the Baptist.
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society helps people throughout
the year in the Zachary and Clinton area with financial
needs.  The Society volunteers work very hard to insure
the money is spent wisely by following very strict
guidelines, which includes home visits to those
requesting assistance.   

“Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did
not help you?  He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever
you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not

do for me.”  Matthew 25:44

 SUNDAY BREAKFAST CLUB

Parishioners are invited every Sunday following 7am
Mass to join us for coffee and pastries in the hall.
This is provided by the volunteers of the Sunday
Breakfast Club.  

CAN YOU HELP?
We are in need of more
volunteers.  Please
contact Dale Landry at
654-6730 or call the
parish office.

 NURSING HOME CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Religious Ed Department is collecting
blankets and socks for the residents of our area
nursing home.

   
Everyone of the parish
is invited to join them on
Thursday, December 22nd at 10am
as they visit and sing Christmas
Carols for the residents.

Please drop off any donated blankets and socks to the
Religious Ed Department by Monday, December 19th. 

CAN YOU DONATE A BLANKET OR SOCKS?

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE

The Advent Penance Service
at St. John is scheduled for
Wednesday, Dec. 14th at 6 pm.
Please mark your calendars.
We will have visiting priests
available assisting us.

The Day Is Near

“ And do this, understanding
the present time: The hour has
already come for you to wake up from your slumber,
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first
believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light.”                                  Romans 13:11-12

Second Sunday of Advent

Gifts of the Spirit

  Part of Isaiah’s hopeful description of the Messiah
contains the traditional seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. As
we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Messiah, and
looking forward to his coming in glory, let us take a look
at those gifts and see how we can use them.
  Wisdom is the gift of seeing God in creation. It means
that we value the things of this world only as they help us
to know and love God more. The second gift,
understanding, follows from wisdom. We understand what
God expects of us in dealing with creation and other
people. This gift helps us know how to act in a world that
seems to ignore God.
  Counsel follows from understanding as the gift of
making correct judgments on how to act. For example,
understanding can lead us to love others; counsel guides us
to love them in appropriate ways.
  Strength, or fortitude, is the gift that enables us to do
those things inspired by understanding and counsel, even if
they are difficult. John the Baptist displays that gift in the
Gospel. Fortitude gave him the courage to die for his faith.
  Knowledge is similar to counsel in that we begin to see
what God wants for us in this world. Knowledge leads us
to deeper revelations of the truths of our faith. 
  This can lead to the sixth gift, piety
(seventh in Isaiah’s text—“delight in the
Lord”), a willingness to worship and
love God, a desire to be close to God in
prayer.
  The final gift, fear of the Lord, is the
awe and wonder of recognizing how
great God is, how much God loves us,
and how much we want to stay close to
God. And the desire to be close to God circles back to the
wisdom with which we see God in creation.

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.


