
What is purgatory? Purgatory is simply the 

place where already saved souls are 

cleansed of the temporal effects of sin 

before they are allowed to see the holy face of 

Almighty God. Revelation 21:27 tells us that 

“...nothing unclean will enter [Heaven].” 

 
Purgatory is God’s way of ensuring that 

Revelation 21:27 is true and that nothing 

unclean will enter Heaven. It is only through 

Christ’s sacrifice that we are shown this mercy! 

It is Christ and Christ alone Who allows us 

access to the Father. 

 

PURGATORY IS NOT A SECOND CHANCE!  



What is Time to God? 



Many people ask, “Where is the word 

purgatory in the Bible?” It will not be 

found in the Bible, but the concept of a 

“final cleansing” or “purgation” for those 

who require it is very evident in the Bible, 

in the writings of the early Church 

Fathers, and in the Old Testament 

religion whence Christianity sprang. 

 

Daniel 12:2, Matthew 12:32, 1 Corinthians 3:13-15, 2 Timothy 

1:16-18, Hebrews 12:14, Hebrews 12:22-23, 1 Peter 4:6 and 

Revelation 21:10, 27 all speak of purgatory in their telling of 

the need for purification, prayers for the dead, Christ’s 

preaching to the dead, and how nothing unclean will see God. 

 



Tertullian says in his work, The Crown 3:3, dated A.D. 211: 
 
“We offer sacrifices for the dead on their birthday anniversaries.” 
 
Cyprian of Carthage writes in A.D. 253: 
 
“It is one thing to stand for pardon, another thing to attain to glory; it 
is one thing, when cast into prison, not to go out thence until one 
has paid the uttermost farthing; another thing at once to receive the 
wages of faith and courage. It is one thing, tortured by long suffering 
for sins, to be cleansed and long purged by fire; another to have 
purged all sins by suffering. It is one thing, in fine, to be in suspense 
till the sentence of God at the day of judgment; another to be at 
once crowned by the Lord.” 
 



The Church Fathers speak of purgation. For examples, St. John Chrysostom in 
his Homilies on 1 Corinthians 41:5, A.D. 392, says: 
 
“Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for 
them.” 
 
And St. Augustine says in City of God, A.D. 419: 
 
“Temporal punishments are suffered by some in this life only, by some after 
death, by some both here and hereafter, but all of them before that last and 
strictest judgment. But not all who suffer temporal punishments after death 
will come to eternal punishments, which are to follow after that judgment.” 
 
Archaeology also indicates the antiquity of the Christian belief in purgatory, 
the Final Theosis: the tombs of the ancient Christians were inscribed with 
words of petition for peace and for rest, and at the anniversaries of deaths, 
the faithful gathered at the graves of the departed to make intercession for 
those who had gone before. 
 
 



“And making a gathering, he [Judas] sent twelve thousand drachms of 

silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the dead, 

thinking well and religiously concerning the resurrection (for if he had not 

hoped that they that were slain should rise again, it would have seemed 

superfluous and vain to pray for the dead) and because he considered that 

they who had fallen asleep with godliness, had great grace laid up for 

them. It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 

that they may be loosed from sins.” – II Maccabees 12:43-46 



Those who have died in a state of grace are not truly “dead”; they are 
our beloved in Heaven or in purgatory (on their way to Heaven) and 
will forever be, world without end, part of the Communion of Saints – 
the Church Triumphant (the Saints in Heaven, whether or not they 
are beatified or canonized), the Church Suffering (the saints in 
purgatory, the holy souls), and the Church Militant (the saints on 
earth). 
 
Because we cannot know, aside from those the Church has 
beatified or canonized, who is already in Heaven, who is in 
purgatory for a time, or who is damned, we pray for the dead for the 
rest of our lives, assuming they are in purgatory, while hoping they 
are in Heaven and not damned. 
 



We also ask those who have died to pray for us. While those whom the 
Church has deemed to be of the Church Triumphant (the 
canonized Saints) are in Heaven for certain and are, therefore, in 
no need of our prayers for them, we have always asked for them 
to pray for us. As to the Church Suffering in purgatory, St. 
Thomas Aquinas teaches that they are not able to know, by 
themselves, our prayers; however, it is piously believed, and 
taught by St. Alphonsus Liguori, that God makes our prayers 
known to them – not directly, as they are deprived of the beatific 
vision until they enter Heaven, but by infusing this knowledge into 
their souls. St. Bellarmine teaches that because the Church 
Suffering is so close to God – much closer than we are and 
having the great consolation of knowing they are saved – their 
prayers for us are very effective. So, as you pray for your dead 
loved ones and all the holy souls in purgatory, ask them to pray 
for you, too! 
 


