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Visit our Website: www.assumptionparish.org

[ _mail: assumption@assumptionparish.org

Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John E. Hart

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Przemyslaw Nowak

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Martin F. Rauscher
In Residence: Rev. Dennis J. Crowley
In Residence: Rev. Samuel Monaco
In Residence: Rev. Geno Sylva
Deacons: Brian Beyerl, John Brandi, Michael Hanly, Elliott Stein

Trustees: Dan Poling 973-451-1617, Kathleen Hyland 973-539-2860

Parish Coordinator—Linda Macios

Secretary—Liz Rotunno

Comptroller—Robyn Morris

Parish Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

i{é’ CAinistrics

Parish Registration: Call 973-539-2141 or visit the parish
website at www.assumptionparish.org.

Assumption School: 973-538-0590; www.assumptionnj.org
Sr. Merris Larkin, S.C. Principal

Religious Education: 973-267-5638, Fax 973-267-4223
Email: RelEd@assumptionparish.org

Linda Macios: Director

Sharon Bertram: Coordinator Grades 6, 7, and 8

Lisa Sullivan: Confirmation—973-267-8519

Tara Speer: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Sue Paradise: Secretary

The Religious Education program runs for 16 or 20 Sundays—
October through March. Kindergarten through 5th grade classes
meet 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; 6th through 8th classes meet
immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Sunday Youth Mass. The
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd classes meet on Sunday
mornings and Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.
Confirmation groups meet once or twice per month on Sunday
evenings.

Music Ministry—973-539-2141, extension 19
Claudia Nardi: Director, Karen Chiappini: Organist
Adult Choir, Youth Ministry Choir, Children’s Choir

Holy Rood Cemetery—973-539-7501
Website: www.holyroodcemeterynj.com
Diana Loughman: Cemetery Director
Emerson Brito: Caretaker

Caleb Dunn: Caretaker

Church Sexton—Doug Reisch

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday—4:15 to 5:00 p.m. or by appointment

Marriage: Arrangements should be made with a priest or
deacon by registered parishioners at least one year in advance of
the marriage date. Marriage arrangements should be made
PRIOR to reserving reception facility.

Baptisms: Registered parishioners should contact Liz
Rotunno in the Parish Office to arrange for Baptismal Preparation
and the Sacrament of Baptism. For first-time parents, attendance
at one Baptismal Preparation evening class is required.

Visitation of the Sick and Elderly: Please keep us informed so
that we may be attentive to those who are ill at home or in the
hospital. Eucharistic Ministers are available to bring Communion
on Sundays.
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December 6, 2015

The Second Sunday of Advent

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY December 5
8:00 a.m. Al D’Agostino
5:30 p.m. Claire and William Dunlap
Frank Budisak
SUNDAY December 6
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. Michael Cole
Randolph J. Pinder
10:00 a.m.  Patricia Pidgeon
William Hamilton Cockrell
12:15 p.m.  Robert Delaney
Raymond Rigoletto, Sr.
5:30 p.m. Magaret Patterson
Tyler Hartlaub (1st Anniversary)
MONDAY December 7
7:00 a.m. James and Josephine Ryan Lynch
12:05 p.m.  Jane Bardes
5:30 p.m. Frank Nobile
TUESDAY December 8
7:00 a.m. Jack Joyce
12:05 p.m. Donald and Teresa Buckley
7:30 p.m.  Richard D. Smith
WEDNESDAY December 9
7:00 a.m. Mariano and Rose Romo Castellano
12:05 p.m.  John L. Keating
THURSDAY December 10
7:00 a.m.  Lennie Zanni
12:05 p.m.  John and Mary McCormick
FRIDAY December 11
7:00 a.m.  The Maier and Barnes Families
12:05 p.m.  John Marchuk, Jr.
SATURDAY December 12
8:00 a.m. John and Kathleen Brosnan
5:30 p.m. Katina Tzifas
Pat Kane
SUNDAY December 13
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. Frances Tozzi
David Regan (Living)
10:00 a.m.  Colleen and Tom Brogan
Ann Boyle
12:15 p.m. Raymond Rigoletto, Sr.
Jane BardeS
5:30 p.m. Leonard Pergentile

Pawel Dzienkanski

GATHER IN PRAYER

e Pray the Rosary weekdays 20 minutes before the
12:05 p.m. Mass.

e Pray the Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of
the Miraculous Medal every Monday immediately
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

e Eucharistic Adoration the first Saturday of each month
8:30 - 9:00 a.m. and the first Monday of every month
at 7:00 p.m.

e Eucharistic Adoration every Friday from 7:00 a.m. to

First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9

In our first reading, the Jewish exiles in Babylon
receive the best possible news. God, the God of
justice, will lead the refugees back to their homes!

Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6,8-11

In this excerpt from Paul’s letter of the Church in
Philippi, the Apostle urges that community to live lives
worthy of the kingdom of justice and peace which
Christ will establish at his coming in glory.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

This Gospel passage echoes the sentiments of
the first two readings: John the Baptizer announces
that God is once more about to save the people.
Therefore, they must recommit themselves to holiness.

AW 1’30{;(: I g:the wilderness,H
‘Pk'})ﬂte the way:i‘or the Lord,
make straight Paths for him. ¢
Every valley shall be filled in, , ]
=

every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight, |

the rough ways smooth. ;
And all people will see God’s salvation.”

We invite you to prayerfully reflect
on the Readings for the week of December 6

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 89:9ab, 10, 11-12, 13-14;
Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday The Immaculate Conception of the

Blessed Virgin mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday |s 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10; Mt

11:28-30

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, and 9, 10-11, 12-
13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, and 6; Mt
11:16-19

Saturday Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY
FOR THE RECOVERY OF:
Rosalie Sottile, Charles Arteglier, Jake
Faccenda, Charles Arnolt, Paul Albanese,
Eileen Scheibner, Dylan Lewman, Gladys
Wilcox, Anthony DaMelio, Kenneth Eastman, Colin
Wisniewski, Barbara O’Hagan, Sandy Hruska, Joanne
Veon, Susan Krauss, Kimberly Caswell, David Harris,
Anetta Burdzy, Robert Kamenetz, Julie Winne, Dr. Tom
Foley, Denise Kelly, Andrew Pineda, Sadina Certa,
David Sansone, Ruth Rusin, Marge Hefferon, Frank
Lutz, Gloria Dabal, Jack Kelly, Allan Russo, Francis
Bourdin, Jim and Kay Cavanaugh, Justin Lee,
Josephine McCarthy, Albert Garcia Jr., Jim Gallo, Frank
Geraghty, Phyllis Savage, Marie Therese Vaz, Brenda
Hinds, John Hyland, William Peason, Carol Padden,
Elaine Metzger, Julia Marley, John Geraghty, John
Cvicker, Tom, Greg and John Baxter, Ruth Necco, Patty
Parker Moncrief, Marva Jean Corbin, Lisa Maderna,
Rossana Wright, Vivian Harris, Mary Reisch, Robert
Hook, William Thigpen, Patricia Waters, Audrey Sherry,
Dennis Joseph Roberts, Melissa Cavezza, Steven
Cavezza, John Theivon, Mike Baxley, Dyrick Phillip,
Jessie Moore, Barbara Kane, Kenneth Krause, Kathy
Shay, Baby Emma Wyman, William Moeller, Augustus
Perkins, Angela Irene, Cynthia Scott, Mike Sottile, Cora
Brady Huston, Paul Drobbin, Francis Montemurno, Jr.,
Elizabeth Quinn, Fr. Martin Rauscher, Martin Cerza,
Michele McNany, William Perkins, Jr, Brian Chewning,
Paula Rose Carducci, Sandra Moorman, Joan Kobylarz,
Matthew Luteran, Kathleen Callahan, Jack Frost,
Payton O'Brien, Ralph Depp, James Preston, Deedee
Bentley, Baby Wilbert Ridgley Ill, Nancy Arteglier,
Willette Greer, Eileen Lanfare, Victoria Ramirez, and

Brendan Carey .

Please call the Parish Office at 973-539-2141 with
the names of who you would like included in the prayers
for the good health of the sick and homebound.

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Need help? Our ministry can assist Assumption
parishioners with shopping, banking, local doctor and
dentist appointments, and other similar errands. Contact
our coordinator for December, Pat Moore,
973.267.5304.

BE AT PEACE IN THE SEASON OF PEACE
Penance Service December 14

Confession is an act of honesty and courage — an act of
entrusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving
and forgiving God. Saint John Paul Il

Receive the grace and forgiveness of the Sacrament
of reconciliation (confession) this Advent. On Monday,
December 14 at 7:30 p.m., there will be a penance
service followed by an opportunity for individual
confession.

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
COMMUNITY AND THEIR LOVED ONES WHO
HAVE SERVED, OR ARE SERVING, IN

THE ARMED FORCES

CW3 Michael Benkosky Green Beret, Special Forces,
Airborne Joint Forces; Commander William H. Shipp,
Commanding Officer HCS-8, San Diego; Andrew
Vasquez US Army; Andy Soucy US Army; Dan Lessnau
Former Marine and Veteran of the Viet Nam War; Kevin
Felix US Military Colonel; Lt. Tim*Fleury, US Navy; Staff
Sergeant William J. McSweeney Retired Marine Served
Around the World; Matthew Gonabe, Lt. US Navy Pilot
Serving in the Persian Gulf; David Ribardo, 1st Lt. US
Army Serving in Afghanistan; Capt. Brendan Griswold
82nd Air Borne in Afghanistan; Capt. Patrick Flynn, US
Army 1st Infantry, Afghanistan; Sergeant Richard
Galluzzo Serving in Afghanistan, Lt. Thomas Keyes Jr.;
PFC Chad Chojnacki, Combat Medic, grandson of
Annabel Wannemacher; Capts. Scott and Meghan
Harra, US Army in Afghanistan; Captain Timothy
Newcomb, US Army Special Forces; Col. Jason M.
Barrett, USMC in Iraq and Afghanistan; Capt. James
Cassidy, USMC in Afghanistan; Ensign Devon Cassidy,
Navy Nurse in California; Penny and Christian
Jimenez, Navy Lt. Commanders in Japan; 2nd Lt.
Andrew Pineda and Capt. Laurence Pineda, US Air
Force, SMSgt. John Bartow, Stratton ANGB NY,
Douglas Reisch, 1/325 Infantry, 82nd Airborne Division,
Daniel Baron, US Navy, Hawaii, 1LT Schuyler Orecchio,
10th Mountain Division, Afghanistan.

2015 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
SERVING CHRIST AMONG US

The Eucharist is the summit and source of the
Church's life. At the Last Supper, Jesus not only gave
us this great gift, but he instituted the priesthood so that,
in every age and in every place, the Eucharist could be
celebrated. The Bishop's Annual Appeal helps fund the
education of our seminarians. With the blessing of
increased vocations to the Priesthood in our Diocese,
comes the obligation to prepare these men who will one
day serve our parishes. Your participation in the Appeal
helps to make that happen. Please make a pledge to
the 2015 Bishop's Annual Appeal today!
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PREPARE THE WAY

In ancient times when a monarch was to visit a region
of his kingdom, he would send ahead a herald to
prepare the way. The herald’s responsibility was to
prepare the roads and make sure that everyone knew
the king was coming.

Adults: How can | become a better herald for Christ,
one who announces his coming?

Children: What can | do to better prepare for the
celebration of Christmas, the birth of Jesus?

A Family Perspective: During the season of Advent,
we choose to add many activities to our family's
schedule to prepare for our celebration of Christmas.
John the Baptist reminds us that our repentance is
another way in which we can prepare for the Lord's
coming and our celebration of Christmas. Your family
might choose to seek out the Sacrament of
Reconciliation on an individual basis. Talk about how
John the Baptist called upon the people to prepare the
way of the Lord through repentance. Gather in a
prayerful space, perhaps around the family Advent
wreath. Read again from today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6.
Invite each family member to pray silently, asking God
to forgive his or her sins. Pray together the Act of
Contrition. Then celebrate God's forgiveness by sharing
the sign of peace with one another.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA TODAY!

It's that time of year again, and Assumption’s Youth
Ministry would like to invite you to attend the annual
“Breakfast with Santa” on Sunday, December 6th in the
Cafeteria of Assumption School. A delicious pancake
and sausage breakfast will be served from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon. Santa, Mrs. Claus and their elves will also
be there to take pictures with the kids and give out a
Christmas treat! The cost is $5 per person or $25 for a
family. Tickets will be sold at the door. We hope to see
you there!

FAMILY CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT

Our 8th Grade Assumption Religious Education
youth are sponsoring a Family Christmas Movie
night. Join our 8th graders and their families on
Saturday, December 12th beginning at 6:30p.m. in
Assumption School's gym for a family night
out. Together we will watch EIf. There will be a
suggested donation of $25 per family. You can also
purchase pizza for dinner.

Our 8th graders are sponsoring two children through
Africa Surgery, Inc. The funds raised will help Sia
Korowa (11) and her brother, Jawal (7), both
orphans. Bring your blankets and beach chairs and take
a family break from the Christmas rush to enjoy time
with each other while helping with a worthy cause.

Visit the parish website at www.assumptionparish.org
for more information.

THE 6TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET
AT ASSUMPTION CHURCH

The event will take place in the Community Room on
Sat. Dec. 12 (2 to 7 PM) and Sun. Dec. 13 (7 AM to 3
PM). It will provide an opportunity for tasteful,
inexpensive Christmas shopping with a cause in mind.
Several vendors, many of them crafters, will sell their
merchandise for the benefit of Africa Surgery. From fine
art to jewelry, from books to woolen knitting, from
Christmas cards to ornaments: you will find it all at the
Assumption Christmas Market.

CARMELITE SISTERS BAKE SALE

THIS WEEKEND!

This weekend the Carmelite Sisters of Morristown are
hosting a Bake sale in the Community Room after all
Masses. The cloistered Sisters are devoted to praying
more than eight hours a day for peace in our community
and the world, and are dependent on the goodwill of the
community to meet their basic needs. With their
increase in vocations, they have many needs that
accompany their growing community. Thank you in
advance for your generous support!

THE NATIVITY STORY ON CHRISTMAS EVE

Children of the parish: Join us on Thursday
December 24. at 3:00 p.m. at Assumption Church as we
reenact the nativity story just prior to the 4:00 p.m.
Children’s Christmas Eve Mass.

Children are needed to volunteer for the various parts
for this special parish-wide event.

For more information look for the red flyer at the

doors of the church.

CATHEDRAL SOUNDS

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT TODAY!

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth invite you to
celebrate the Christmas Season by attending the annual
Cathedral Sounds Community Christmas Concert. The
Concert is offered to the public free of charge and will
take place on Sunday, December 6 at 2:00 p.m. in Holy
Family Chapel, adjacent to the Sisters of Charity
Motherhouse in Convent Station. A reception will
follow. For more information call (973)290-5454.

SENIOR CORNER
We are hoping to hold a Communion Breakfast on
Saturday, January 16, so please stay tuned to the
bulletin or to www.assumptionparish.org for details.

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH
B THROUGH THE
N g QSACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

g

LJ Tyler Ace Giunta
Son of Shane and Melissa



GRATEFUL THANKS FROM FR. MARTIN

| would like to express my deepest thanks
to the Assumption Parish family, and to all
the people who have offered their prayers
and their support to me after the death of my
beloved sister Jane Bardes and through my
recent convalescence.

Your kindnesses, your generosity, and most
especially your prayers have comforted and
consoled me throughout these past months,
and have lifted me up and given me strength
to get through these trying times.

May God bless you all, especially through
this season of Advent, with all His graces and
mercies.

With deepest affection,
Father Martin Rauscher

DIOCESAN CHRISTMAS CONCERT TODAY

Join Bishop Arthur Serratelli at the annual Diocesan
Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 6, at 4:00
p.m. at St. Peter the Apostle Church, Parsippany.

BAKERS NEEDED FOR THE AFRICA
SURGERY CHRISTMAS MARKET!

What: Homemade Christmas cookies, brownies,
cakes breads, or muffins.

Please Note: We are also looking for some gluten-
free and nut-free baked goods.

When and Where: Please deliver all baked goods to
Johanna or Sergio Burani at 32 DeHart Street,
Morristown on Wednesday, Dec. 9" between 8:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

How: Please deliver in disposable containers and
label the contents.

Please contact Johanna Burani at 973-538-1101 or
jburani@gmail.com if you're able to contribute.

Many, many thanks!

GRANT UNTO ,0 LO

Don Nerz
Husband of Caroline

MASS ATTENDANCE
November 22 November 29
5:30 p.m. 263 281
7:00 a.m. 115 103
8:30 a.m. 236 206
10:00 a.m. 479 480
12:15 p.m. 189 306
5:30 p.m. 412 310
Total: 1,694 1,686
FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

Assumption is a Tithing Parish

The collection total for the weekend of November
21/22 was $19,604. The collection total for that
weekend last year was $20,899. The collection for
Catholic Home Missions totaled $4,286.

The collection total for the weekend of November
28/29 was $21,542. The collection total for this weekend
last year was $22,995.

The Pastor’s Note: Thank you for tithing. Your sacrificial
giving throughout the year enables us to proclaim God’s
Kingdom of Justice, Love and Peace in this corner of the
Lord’s Vineyard. Serving the Lord here with you is a
pure joy.

GIVING TREE GIFTS
This is the last weekend to bring in your Giving Tree
gifts. Please call our Giving Tree Program Director
Brian Morgan at 973-462-6972 to make arrangements to
drop off your gifts after this weekend.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
FOR RETIRED RELIGIOUS NEXT WEEK

At Masses next weekend across the diocese, the
annual collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious will be taken up.

Launched in 1988, by the bishops of the United
States, it addresses the significant lack of retirement
funding for religious orders.

This deficit in retirement funding can be attributed
to three primary factors: insufficient retirement
savings, rising health-care costs and declining
income. Traditionally, women and men religious
worked for little pay. Today, a majority of religious
orders lack adequate savings for retirement. At the
same time, the cost of care continues to increase,
especially as older religious both outnumber younger
religious and are living longer.

Last year, the faithful in the diocese contributed
close to $300,000 to the collection. Those donations
and more came back to help religious orders in our
diocese. This Advent, remember the religious who so
faithfully served us over the years and touched our
faith lives in so many ways. This weekend is our
opportunity to help them with their retirement needs,
showing our thanks to them for all they have done.
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JOINED TOGETHER IN HOLY MATRIMONY

Ryan Mclnerney and Caitlin Starr
Scott Ackerman and Kathleen Anderson

Matthew Sullivan and Ashleigh Murray

NJ CONSERVATORY PRESENTS
HANDEL'S 'MESSIAH'

On Sunday, December 20, 2015 at 4:00 p.m., NJ
Conservatory Symphonic Chorus accompanied by its
Baroque Orchestra presents its 28th performance of
Handel's 'Messiah’, the only performance with full
orchestra in Sussex and Warren counties of one of the
most popular choral works in Western music.
Conductor: Edwin R. Foster, Associate Conductor:
Ford R. Foster, Concertmaster: Karen Schaberg, and
featuring Diana Greene on Continuo. Prior to 'Messiah'
the Conservatory's Advanced Youth Chorus and Adult
Chamber Choir will sing a selection of old and new
Christmas hymns and songs. Concert venue:
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 246 Woodport
Rd., Sparta, NJ. Reserved seating $40-$35-$30, 30%
student discount. Please call: 973-402-2004.

PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND
WITH FATHER PRZEMEK
Join Fr. Przemyslaw Nowak and other Assumption
parishioners on a Jubilee Year of Mercy pilgrimage to
Poland. The trip will take place from September 1
through September 9, 2016, and the cost per person is
$2,999. The trip includes:
¢ Round-trip airfare from Newark or New York
7 nights at centrally located First Class Hotels in
Warsaw, Czestochowa, Zakopane, and Krakow

e Breakfast and Dinner daily

e Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach

e Sightseeing and admissions fees as per itinerary

e Mass daily & Spiritual activities

To learn more about the trip, visit

www.assumptionparish.org, and click on the link to the
pilgrimage. For more information, call 206 Tours at 800-
206-8687 and ask for Elise, Katherine or Yaritza.

SACRED THREADS ADVENT RETREAT
His name is Wonderful Counselor! Mighty God! Prince
of Peace! But what do we call Jesus? Sacred Thread
Ministries' Dec. 18th retreat, held at All Saints Parish
House, 15 Basking Ridge Rd., Millington, will offer
reflection on the strength, courage and power Jesus has
brought to us personally. Retreat runs from 9:15 a.m.-
2:30p.m. with hot lunch, and opportunity for spiritual

direction. Call 908-608-3160 for info and registration.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

PROCESSION FOR LIFE DECEMBER 12
Join members of St. Margaret of Scotland Church, the
Legion of Mary, the Morris County Right to Life
Organization, and others on Saturday, December 12 for
the 8:00 a.m. Mass, after which we will process to
Planned Parenthood, approx. 2 blocks away. Where we
will pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet, then
process back to St. Margaret’s.

SIMBANG GABI

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition of a nine-day
novena of Masses during Advent in preparation for the
Nativity of Jesus Christ.

The Diocesan Commission for Catholic Filipino
Ministries (DCCFM) of the Diocese of Paterson cordially
invites you to our inter-parish Simbang Gabi (“Masses
of the Night”) celebration from Dec. 15 — 23, 2015.
Below is the schedule of Masses:

Dec. 15 7:00 p.m. Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
63 E. Main St, Rockaway

Dec. 16  7:00 p.m. St. Vincent DePaul Church

250 Bebout Ave., Stirling
Dec. 17 7:00 p.m. St. Christopher Church

1050 Littleton Rd, Parsippany
Dec. 18 7:00 p.m. Assumption Church

91 Maple Avenue, Morristown
Dec.19 7:00 p.m. St. Therese Church

151 Main St, Succasunna
Dec. 20 7:00 p.m. Our Lady of the Lake

294 Sparta Avenue, Sparta
Dec.21 5:00 p.m. St. Joseph Church

216 Comly Rd, Lincoln Park
Dec.22 7:00 p.m. St. Peter Church

179 Baldwin Rd., Parsippany
Dec.23 6:30 p.m. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

10 St. Franics Way, Passaic

Maligayang Pasko! Merry Christmas!




December 6, 2015 The Second Sunday of Advent

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
REPENT!

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins . .. Luke 3: 1-6

On the Second Sunday of Advent John the Baptist calls us to repent. Here is a reflection | hope
you will enjoy.

This Advent, Christmas may seem like just another headache on your already packed schedule.
Another layer of places to go and things to do and expectations to meet. The schedules posted on
your refrigerator door are already a nightmare. When will it all get done: the shopping and the
decorating and the cards? Who needs to be where and when? Who's house are we going to and
who's coming here? If the stress is getting the better of you, maybe it's time to repent.

This Advent, there's a sadness hanging over the coming holiday. You're feeling badly about your
relationship with a friend. For whatever reason, things are awkward or strained. Or there were words
between you and a relative that continue to be the source of bitterness. The chasm between the two
of you has only widened. So consider repenting.

This Advent, you're feeling a certain emptiness. You're tired of simply going through the motions of
the holiday. You'd really like to make this Christmas different, something special and meaningful.
You'd like to bring joy where there is sadness, hope where there is despair and cynicism. Repentance
maybe a good place to start.

Repentance? Repentance.

Repentance is not about feeling sorry or badly; it's not about guilt or regret. The word
repentance, as used in the original Greek text of today's Gospel, means change - not just feeling
sad about a given situation or set of circumstances but resolving to do something about it. Change
can't happen, of course, if we believe there is no reason to change; change is not part of anyone's
perfect image of Christmas. Repentance begins with the acknowledgement that everything isn't fine,
that we've been blown off course and need
to make a correction, that the geography of
our lives is filled with crooked roads and
steep mountains. So make this a season
of real repentance: recapture the serenity
of  Christmas, repair the broken
relationship, restore the meaning of
Christ's birth in works of generosity and
peace. In the spirit of John the Baptizer,
make a new, straight path for God to enter
your home and heart this
Advent. (Connections)
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In Christ’s Peace,
Father John
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The Second Sunday of Advent

ANULLMENT AND DIVORCE

Join us on December 9th at 7:00 p.m. to talk about
how we can experience God's mercy through one of
life’'s most devastating events; a divorce.

Hosted by Msgr. John E. Hart, this evening will begin
with a talk about the changes in the annulment process,
after which Vince Frese, author of “Daily Inspirations for
Divorced Catholics,” and co-author of “Divorced.
Catholic. Now What?”, and Monica Frese, author of
“Prayers for Divorced Catholics,” will share their own
stories of how they experienced God’s abundant mercy
through the difficult period of their individual divorces
and afterward. Hear how God’s mercy became evident
through the love, care and concern of others, prayer,
and living the Catholic faith.

Vince and Monica, each life-long Catholics, had both
experienced painful divorces prior to meeting each
other. Each with three children, they were married in late
2007, blending both families together. It was through
this experience that they realized that God’s purpose for
their marriage was to serve other divorced Catholics and
help them recover and rebuild their lives by more fully
learning and living their Catholic faith. Today, they
minister to thousands of divorced Catholics worldwide.

The event takes place Wednesday, December 9 at
7:00 p.m. at Assumption Church, in the Community
Room. Light refreshments will be served.

Admission is free, but registration is required. To
register, visit www.assumptionparish.org, email us at
assumption@assumptionparish.org, or call the Parish
office at 973-539-2141

COOKIES FOR THE TROOPS

Assumption’s Young Professionals Ministry would like
to express our gratitude to all parishioners who provided
cookies, cards, and donations for shipping for Cookies
for the Troops. We have sent seven big boxes filled
with cookies and cards to our troops. We are also
grateful to our Religious Education and Assumption
School Students for making cards. Fr. Przemek

MANY THANKS

FROM THE INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY

Through the generous donations of the entire
community, the Interfaith Food Pantry was able to
supply approximately 1,560 families with a complete
Thanksgiving meal, making the difference between
hunger and hope for our friends and neighbors for the
holiday!

Here at Assumption your Turkey Envelope donations
enabled us to provide abundant Thanksgiving boxes to
our own families in need. In addition, many food
vouchers and pantry items were distributed. It is
through your consistent and thoughtful generosity that
we are able to provide help where needed throughout
the year.

THE FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

i “ am the Immaculate
Conception.” These are the
words our Blessed Mother
spoke to young Bernadette
Soubirous when she appeared
at Lourdes in 1858. On
December 8th, we celebrate
the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, yet it often seems
to leave many people
confused. What exactly are we
celebrating on this holy day?
Contrary to what many
P s people seem to think, it is not

te conception of Jeus. That feast is on March 25th — the

Feast of the Annunciation. The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception commemorates the conception of Mary in the
womb of her mother, St. Anne.

The birthday of Mary has long been celebrated on
September 8th. The information we have on Mary’s birth
is not recorded in Scripture. Rather, it comes to us via the
Protoevangelium of James written about 150 A.D. It is
from this document that we have received the names of
Mary’s parents — St. Joachim and St. Anne and the fact
that they were childless for many years prior to having
Mary.

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception was
therefore set on December 8th, nine months prior to
Mary’s September birthday. Originally, the Church
celebrated this feast as only the Feast of the Conception
of Mary. Over the course of the years, as the tradition and
understanding of Mary’s conception developed, it became
known as the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.

It was officially declared thus on December 8, 1854
when Pope Pius IX declared that the Blessed Virgin Mary
“in the first instance of her conception, by a singular
privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the merits
of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was
preserved exempt from all stain of original sin.” Original
sin was not removed from her soul. Rather, it never
existed.

On a related note, The First Council of Baltimore in
1856 declared Mary, The Immaculate Conception, as the
patroness of the United States. The Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, dedicated
to the patroness of the United States and located in
Washington, DC, is the largest Roman Catholic church in
North America, and one of the ten largest in the world.
by Patrice Fagnant-MacArthur on Dec 07, 2011 in Catechesis,
Featured, MyChurchParish.com -

This year the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception , a Holy Day of Obligation, is on Tuesday,
December 8. Masses will be celebrated at
Assumption at 7:00 a.m., 12:05 p.m., and 7:30 p.m,
and 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 7.



Assumption Women's Cornerstone Experience
“Go Light Your World"

Please prayerfully consider joining the women of
Assumption Parish to attend the Women’s Cornerstone
Experience. Gather with us to experience the warmth
and wonder of a Cornerstone weekend and strengthen
your relationship with God and those around you.

This overnight retreat will be held on February 5 - 6,
2016, beginning with a light supper at 5:30 pm on
Friday and concluding with Mass at 7 pm on Saturday
at Assumption Parish in Morristown. Meals and
accommodations will be provided at St. Mary's Abbey
Retreat Center in Morristown.

by January 8! Registration brochures may be found in the
members. For additional information, please call team
deeimperiale@gmail.com, or Sarah Neuhoff at 202-

6th Annual Africa Surgery

hristmas Markeg

December 12 -2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

December 13-7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Books - Bookmarks - Calendars - Christmas Cards Fashion - Jewelry- =%
Fine - ArtPhotography Gift Baskets - Ornaments - Scarves -

Sterling Silver Watercolor Prints - Winter Hats and More!

Assumption Church C
91 Maple Ave., Morristown

www.africasurgery.org




RIV, Independent Financial Advisors and Assumption Parishioners
AD\I;ISS% Timothy J. Brunnock, Esq. « John P. Hyland, CFP® « John J. Murphy
GROUP 63 Madison Ave, Ste. 300 Morristown, NJ 07960 - 973.538.7010

REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Mary E. Dougherty

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Private Advisor Group is a separate entity from LPL Financial
Sales Associate

vl | () FASTIER

862.812.0962 — UrgentCare

realtormaryd@gmail.com

Wz John Cortese
ttwtenia Mason Contractors

Stone Work Specialists
Stone Walls « Patios * Walks

;.I’.--'nga . Www.cortesemasons.com [
I } Ca 15 \';)flr’ A\sumpfinn Cuie(l\isf @) . N S . i K .
Morris Plins  973-539-5004 Cocrlinoler lor Famly Promise Fregram Fast, Friendly and Family Oriented Care

Sidney Chonowski DMD, FAGD SHRINE OF ST ]OSEPH Hrs: M-F 8a-8p, Sat. 8a-4p, Sun. 9a-2p, Major Holidays 9a-1p

Family, Aesthetic . .
& Implant Dentistry = GIFT & BOOK SHOP 130 Speedwell Ave., Morris Plains, NJ
1 050 Long Hill Rd. On the corner of Mill Rd. across from Alfred Vail School

973-538-1100
sidchow@aol.com Stirling, NJ

o0s-647-2766 | = 862-242-8053 o
Open 10-5 « Th 10-7 www.FastERuc.com

www.morristowndentist.com

66 Maple Ave.
Morristown, NJ 07960

|

HICKORY TREE |EURMIFULLVELIIN  KEvIN P. BRENNAN Real Estate
D & REPAIRS : Attorney
ELICATESSEN Good Rest Design

Martin D. Eagan, Esq.
973-898-7300

Salads » Cold Cuts Kitchens & Baths ® Patios & Decks

Sloppy Joe Sandwiches * Panini’s Home P roject Consultant

97.3'822.1956' Basements & Closets kevin@goodrestdesign.org 59 Maple A:
www.hickorytreedeli.com JOHN IOANNOU, PARISHIONER 53 Miller Road Morristown, NJ 07960 Map .et venue
, orristown

Open 7 Days A Week  Chatham Mall — 973 95 3 5 6 05 —

648 Shunpike Rd, Chatham Township, NJ 973.769.8188 » www.goodrestdesign.org

Www.martyeagan.com

Joseph M. Arvay, D.M.D

Orthodontics

28 DeHart Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 538-5067

= www.arvayortho.com
Providing great smiles for Assumption w
Families for over 20 years

Creating Healing Outcomes
One Patient at a Time

CareOmne at Madison Avenue

5-Stur Rated Clinical Care and State-of-the-Art Rehabilitution
Focused on Providing Healing for your Mind, Body and Soul

Come visit us and tour our center
151 Madison Avenue, Morristown, NJ D796 = 973.636.270D

TRUST IN OUR CARE

(A ministry of the Sisters i 973-627-5000
of the Sorrowful Mother www.saintfrancisres.com

SAINT MR FRANCIS

residential community
122 Diamond Spring Rd., Denville

The World's Most
Beautiful Bible

This magnificent Family Bible is an extraordinary
work of art you and your family will treasure for
generations to come.

"World's Most Beautiful Bible"
Features:

* Easy-to-read type o Biblical Dictionary * Concordance

* 1708 pages and 180 color illustrations

« Special sections on devotions, shrines, the Vatican and the

Ctory C@ I I Holy Land « Stunning Old Master art
Ideal gift for weddings, anniversaries, housewarmings, holidays...any
Helplng People Flnd Mass! | gt for weddings, amitersa , holidas

special occasion. This Bible will guide you and your family to the riches

As Seasons changefso/do Massitimes. of the Word of God.
View our site to stay informed. Call 1-800-750-7824 and ask for Tony for more details

~Since 1895~

Aﬁ‘ordable Senior Living

Visit Our Beautiful, High-Tech Office!
The only Morristown General Dentist chosen by his peers as a
JAY S . SCH USTE R, D DS New Jersey Monthly Top Dentist every year since 2009

29 ELm STREET MOoRRISTOWN 973-538-2563 wWWW.METRODENTALASSOCIATES.COM




KaTHLEEN DOYLE-SULLIVAN, MANAGER - NJ Lic. No. 4130 e  Brian H. Doyie - NJ Lic. No. 4345 e MicuaiL A. Dovie, Nj Lic. No. 2399

T Doyle Funeral Home, Inc. T

Family owned and operated for over 95 years ~ 1914-2013

106 Maple Avenue’ MicHAEL A. DovLE, Sr. 1882-1953 ¢ LAWRENCE A. DOYLE, SR. 1917-1984 » EpwaArD H. DoyrLE 1946-2005 973 5 3 9 06 22
Morristown, NJ 07960 ~providing continuous, caring service to the community~ - -

aneosioffe ”“@

ROOFING & SIDING ||i: SHADE TREE GARAGE | Olgichert

Personal Automotive Services .
Replacement windows . Trusted Auto Repair in Morristown for Over 30 Years JOhll Loughman, Sales Associate

- 0: 973-539-8000 « C: 973-476-7967
Steve Carfaro, rarishioner * Full Warranty m =l

jloughman@weichert.com
» Courtesy Transportation

Green Valley Contractors « AAA-Approved Auto Repair = Life-Long Parishioner
* ASE-Certified Professionals p ving: 20 Madison Avenue
973-538-2488 Parishioner Gectosjp(l)zé’s E Morristown, NJ 07960
e m
Estate Litigation, Elder Law, Trusts, Medicaid Planning ESO. I % h @ t
= Holy Rood Cemeter
Thomas G. Hand, Esq. it Rendibidd] 61 WHIPPANY ROAD * MORRIS TOWNSHIP
(Parishioner) Solving for 30 years. Est. 1875
97 3 5 1 2 2 61 2 5 g;;i;eoﬂlzaf;i?l%ywiﬁh ?&/Sutlss 4 Mausoleums * Full Selection * Beautiful * Intimate * Local

« Probate and Estate Diana Loughman, Director (9 7 3) 5 3 9 7 5 O 1
Administration www.holyroodcemeterynj.com
* Problems of the Elderly
« Estate Litigation and Disputes

thomas@thomasghand.com

* Personal Injury, Criminal,
DWI, Traffic

Du}bﬂln Puﬂ» (Former Morristown Prosecutor) 5 25 IRIsSH PuB & FAMILY RESTAURANT

973-538-1999 » www.dublinpubmorristown.com Bangiola Professional

MOIHly M&]l@ne ’ S 32 Fra?lflfxil‘i::sStreet

41-43 Morris Street, Morristown, NJ

i Morristown JWWW.GRASSSHOPPEROBFFTHEGREEN.COM
007 . 973-644-4040 OIN US FOR OUNDAY DRUNCH 10AM - 2PM
d 973-887-5070 - www.moIIymquneswhlppuny.com paulmbangiolaesq@gmail.com Serving Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week « With Childrens Menu & Daily Specials
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MORRISTOWN DINER
“OPEN 24 HOURS”

Early Bird Specials
$8.50

73 Morris St. ®* Morristown * 538-0228
www.morristowndiner.net Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC.1111-0060 11/11

Harding TASHMOO PODIATRIST Accounting, Tax, &

Private Livery RESTAURANT & BAR FootDrBrady.com Business Consulting Services

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
67 East Park Place * Morristown, NJ 07960

973-267-1776

. . . 4 -
Q/Eg wodoruesadolp MMM @ 3116‘ 91:0_1;19)_1/7110/ moyagogq;?

John P. Kearney

LIMOUSINES FOR ALL OCCASIONS Daily o = DR. FRANK J. BRADY. JR. Certified Public Accountant
Dependable « Prompt » Courteous Specials ‘ Serving lunch | 55 Madison Ave., Suite 400
Airport - Morris & Somerset Counties | 8 DeHart St ¢ ; & dinner 7 & — 973-669-1119 Morristown, NJ 07960
Call Tim Scanlon Morristown, NJ daysaweek | S8 2 powder Horn Drive 973-590-4446
973-540-9324 www.Tashmoobar.com 973.998.6133| . - = Convent Station, NJ www.kearncpa.com

I MESLER’S AUTO BODY | ARCADE THomAas BoAs PAINTING |

EXPERT COLLISION REPAIRS www.tomboaspainting.com [ | =
|- FRED MESLER, JR. MARBLE & GRANITE Interior & Exterior h & qul.h o I IC M G'l'C h
¢ '\,\d Body Shop Manager 973-678-4600 Power Washing, Faux Finish N ew Jersey
Auto Body Shop: 267-9481 arcaderoks@aol.com || Childrens Murals L. &
24 Hr. Towing: 455-9862 16 C 1A Free Estimates from
Fax: 267-2132 4 entral Avenue

Tom Boas, Parishioner
boaspainting@aol.com « 917-589-6106

LIC.# 02170A-18 East Orange, N.J. 07018
163 Morris Street « Morristown, NJ 07960

FREE

13
CROSSFIT (€3

1322222232222 222 23 CLASSES!

Providing skilled and
compassionate care to the
residents of Essex, Morris,
Somerset, Sussex, Union and
Warren Counties in New Jersey
and Pike County in Pennsylvania.

74 Elm Street * crossfitl3stars.com

29 DeHart Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Dan Moran and Brian Vagnini (Assumption Parishioners)
MK Embroidvie- 1IN
EMBROIDERY » SCREEN PRINTING » PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
Assumption School Store Supplier & Vendor
16 Pine Street Atlantic speech therapy
Morristown, NJ 07960 973 267 3000 WWW.GOCI by.Com ‘ w > End of life care/Hospice

www.embroidme-morristown.com

Services include:

> Nursing

Joint Commission

) . . accredited and Medicare > Disease management
Residential & Commercial Real Estate and Medicaid certified.

973-539-9151

> Home Telemonitoring
For more information,
call 973-379-8472 > Wound and Ostomy care

> Physical, occupational and






