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Parish Registration: Call 973-539-2141 or visit the parish 
website at www.assumptionparish.org.  

Assumption School: 973-538-0590; www.assumptionn .or
Sr. Merris Larkin, S.C. Principal

Faith Formation: 973-267-5638, 
Email:  RelEd@assumptionparish.org
Linda Macios: Director
Sharon Bertram: Coordinator Grades 6, 7, and 8
Clare Ettensohn: Confirmation
Tara Speer: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Sue Paradise: Secretary

Faith Formation for 1st through 8th graders follows a family 
model called Forming Faithful Families. Families meet at 
Assumption School one Sunday morning per month September—
April. Resources are provided to use at home on alternate weeks. 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd classes will meet September–
April on Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Confirmation 
Prep, for freshmen and sophomores of the parish, meet one 
Sunday evening per month.

Music Minis —973-539-2141, extension 19
Paul Kusler, Music Director
Adult Choir, Youth Ministry Choir, Children’s Choir

Parish Outreach—973-539-2141 extension 27
Claudia Nardi 

Hol  Rood Cemeter —973-539-7501
Website:  www.holyroodcemeterynj.com
Diana Loughman: Cemetery Director
Emerson Brito, Emerson Pavezzi: Caretakers

Church Sexton—Doug Reisch

Deaf Interpreter - Kathleen Skaf

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays from 4:15 - 5:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Marriage: Arrangements should be made with a priest or deacon 
by registered parishioners at least one year in advance of the 
marriage date. Marriage arrangements should be made PRIOR to 
reserving reception facility.

Baptisms: Contact Liz Rotunno in the Parish Office to arrange 
your child's Baptism.  For first-time parents, attendance at a 
Baptismal Preparation class is required. Prep classes are held on 
the second Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. 

Visitation of the Sick and Elderl : Please keep us informed so 
that we may be attentive to those who are ill at home or in the 
hospital. Eucharistic Ministers are available to bring Communion 
on Sundays.

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

91 Maple Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 07960
973-539-2141, Fax—973-984-0632

Visit our Website: www.assumptionparish.org Email: assumption@assumptionparish.org

Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John E. Hart

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Lukasz Wnuk

In Residence:  Rev. Przemyslaw Gawlik

Deacons: Brian Beyerl, Michael Hanly, John Mihalko, Elliott Stein

Trustees: Kathleen Hyland 973-539-2860 / Bob Rohr 973-539-2693

Parish Coordinator—Linda Macios Secretary—Liz Rotunno Business Manager—Robyn Morris

Parish Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8:30—4 p.m.  Friday 8:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Advent and Christmas Schedule

Advent Evening Vespers

Wednesday, Dec. 22 – 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve – Friday, December 24

Masses at 4:00 p.m. , 5:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.

9:30 p.m. Choir Carol Program

10:00 p.m. Mass

Christmas Day – Saturday, December 25

Masses - 7:00, 8:00, 10:00 a.m. 

and 12:00 p.m.

The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph December 26 

Masses - 7:00, 8:00, 

10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God

Friday, December 31 -

5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

Saturday, January 1 – 8:00 a.m.
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY   December 18 
  8:00 a.m.  Thomas Rossiter 
  5:30 p.m.  Bill Karmen 
   John and Theresa Fugman 
SUNDAY   December 19 
  7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish  
  8:00 a.m.  Richard Doran Sr. 
   Kathleen McCormack 
 10:00 a.m.   Eleanor A. Parker 
   Kathy Olohan 
 12:00 p.m.  Andrew Suozzi 
   Jacob Marosi 
   5:30 p.m.  Phyllis Sheppard 
   Pasquale Carmagnola 
MONDAY  December 20 
   7:00 a.m. Elinor Fritz 
 12:05 p.m.  Michael Beiser 
TUESDAY  December 21 
   7:00 a.m.  James Romano 
 12:05 p.m.  Mary MacNeill 
   Kevin and Mary Cassidy 
WEDNESDAY  December 22 
   7:00 a.m.  Suzie Appenseller 
 12:05 p.m.  Sharon Pelosi 
THURSDAY  December 23 
   7:00 a.m.  Erin Harten (Living) 
 12:05 p.m.  Frances and Daniel Sullivan 

   Michael, Florence, and Kevin Coppola  
FRIDAY  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
  7:00 a.m.  Natividad Policarpio 
  4:00 p.m.  Frank Clerici 
   Richard Anderson 
  5:30 p.m.  Tom Coyne and Agnes and George Koch 

   Joseph Fiori  
  7:30 p.m.  Charles and Jeanne Seergy 
   Joseph Baron 
 10:00 p.m.  Joan and Dominick Angione 
   Claire and Bill Harty  
SATURDAY   December 25 - Christmas Day 
  7:00 a.m.  Peter DeParto 
   Pasquale Carmagnola 
  8:00 a.m.  The Petri and Robinson Families 
   Fernando S. Florin 
 10:00 a.m.  Carlos and Perla Sy 
   Thomas Collins 
 12:00 p.m.  Lisbeth Hernandez 
   Albert Kelly, Jr. and Sr. 
SUNDAY   December 26 
  7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish  
  8:00 a.m.  The Sexton and Tedeschi Families 
   Andrew Nelgus 
 10:00 a.m.   Alfred Jago 
   Steve Higgins 
 12:00 p.m.  John Abbondonzo 
   Stephen F. Smith III 
     
 
 

  
    

 irst Reading: Micah 5:1-4a 
 Living at a time when the people of Israel were 

surrounded by foes and ruled by corrupt kings, the 
prophet Micah declared that a just king would be 
called forth from Bethlehem, the hometown of the 
mighty King David.  This passage reminds us 
Christians of Jesus, the shepherd king whose coming 
promises a reign of peace for the world. 
  

 econd Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10 

 For several weeks in October and November, we 
heard excerpts from the Letter to the Hebrews that 
was written after the destruction of the Temple in the 
year 70.  This letter speaks of Jesus using the image 
of the high priest.  Today’s second reading returns to 
that theme, noting that, for Christians, temple 
sacrifices are embodied in Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross. 
  

 ospel:  Luke 1:39-45 
The season of Advent draws toward its climax 

with today’s Gospel reading.  The final words of the 
passage are especially important for us today.  Do 
we, like Mary, trust in the Lord’s words to us? 
                      

         We invite you to prayerfully reflect  
on the Readings for the week of December 19 

Monday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 
 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Wednesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
 Lk 1:46-56 
Thursday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
Friday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27  
 and 29; Lk 1:67-79 
 Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
 Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; 
 Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
 Joseph 
 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14;  Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21; 
 Lk 2:41-52 

December 19, 2021 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY 

FOR THE RECOVERY OF:
Charles Arteglier, Greg and John  Baxter, Paula Rose 
Carducci, Jim Cavanaugh, John Hyland, Nancy 
Arteglier, Jim Mongey, Sister Marie Graziano, Jack 
Guerriero, Francesca Kobylarz-Bongiorno, Saletha 
Corbin, Stephanie Trincanello, Rob Loia, Terri Abrams, 
Louis Cicitta, John Jennings, Janet Friedman, Janet 
Stiles, Audrey Roast, Vivian Hart, Capt. Roseanne 
Hartley, Gloria Dabal, Sylvia Walsh, Philip Barret, 
Rowland Lucid, Francis Romance, Dale Potter, Sr. Joan 
Daniel Healy, Jean McHugh, Lonnie Ridley,  Mary Anne 
Gotch, Sal Enea, Patty Gallagher, Mark Enea, 
Charolette Spires, David Smith, Leonard Pergentile, 
Marie Dooner, Jill Kandel, Noreen Rogers, Rita Roache-
Buncum, Mark Anderl, Esther Salas, Mary Louise 
Smith, Kenneth Krause, Lauren Baksa, Tom Jaworski, 
Alan George, Erin Harten, Alice McGreevy, Mindy 
Spears, Dorothy Bauer, Moses Scott, Baby Eleanor 
Deretti, Francoise Marie Therese Quick, Charles 
McGovern, Karen Macios, Sangita Rossano, Carl 
Matthew, Sara Tejada, Kim and Bob Seaman and Mary 
Corona, Barbara Doran, David Renzo, Valerie Hendon, 
Lonnie Ridley, Kerry McCann, Concetta Prochilo, Fr. 
John Connolly, Mary Ellen Campbell, Sr. Patricia 
Dunham, Noelle Albanito, , Susan Vogtman, Sean 
Baxter, Fr. Chris Barkhausen, Eileen Langan, Deborah 
Demarzo, Susan Bottier, Barrett Otis, Sharon Mistretta, 
Katherine Padilla, Susan Martin, Robert Jaworski, Owen 
Hefferon, Marian Mitchell, Father Rick Kilcomons, 
Debra Peniston, Domenico Robertelli, Mary Ann 
McDonald, Fr. Joe Buffardi, Benjamin and Carol 
Doherty, Michele Ferro, Louis Branco, Rita Mangum 
Beasley, Richard Baron, Evonne Hatzakos, Ron 
Pennimpede, Stacy Ann Biancamano, Al Garcia, Sage 
Pappas, Fran Gatzke, Douglas Simms, Maurice Elbeck, 
John Jennings, Renee Weeks and Phyllis Savage, 
Regina Bennett, Robert Schroeder, Liam Nedell.

Please call the Parish Office at  973-539-2141 with 
the names of who you would like included in the prayers 
for the good health of the sick and homebound.

2021 DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL 

"LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE"

PLEASE PRAY FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH

COMMUNITY AND THEIR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE 

SERVED, OR ARE SERVING, IN THE ARMED FORCES

CW3 Michael Benkosky Green Beret, Special Forces,  
Airborne Joint Forces; Captain William H. Shipp, Military 
Professor, Naval War College, Newport, RI; Andrew 
Vasquez US Army; Andy Soucy US Army; Dan Lessnau 
Former Marine and Veteran of the Viet Nam War; Kevin 
Felix US Military Colonel; Lt. Tim Fleury, US Navy; Staff 
Sergeant William J. McSweeney Retired Marine Served 
Around the World; Matthew Gonabe, Lt. US Navy Pilot 
Serving in the Persian Gulf; David Ribardo, 1st Lt. US 
Army Serving in Afghanistan; Capt. Brendan Griswold 
82nd Air Borne in Afghanistan; Capt. Patrick Flynn, US 
Army 1st Infantry, Afghanistan;  Sergeant  Richard 
Galluzzo Serving in Afghanistan, Lt. Thomas Keyes Jr.; 
Capts. Scott and Meghan Harra, US Army in Afghanistan; 
Captain Timothy Newcomb, US Army Special Forces; Col. 
Jason M. Barrett, USMC in Iraq and Afghanistan;  SMSgt. 
John Bartow, Stratton ANGB NY, Douglas Reisch, 1/325 
Infantry, 82nd Airborne Division, Daniel Baron, US Navy, 
Hawaii, CPT Schuyler Orecchio, US Army, Special 
Operator 2nd Class Patrick Gaven, USN, Staff Sargent 
Brent M. Betit, ARNG, First Sgt. Jeramiah Dempsey, 
USAF,  1

st 
Lt. J.D. Poling, US Army, Gitmo, Cuba, PFC 

Peter Mitchell, USMC, Dale G. Potter, Retired Lt. 
Commander US Navy, and Major US Marine Corps,  Lt. 
Michael Herbert Jr. 3-66 Armored Brigade 1st Infantry 
Division Fort Riley Kansas deployed to Germany, Seaman 
Connor Fitzpatrick, US Navy, Great Lakes, IL., Sergeant 
Brendan Rochelle, 1/127 82nd Airborne, Fort Bragg. 

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Do you need help?  Our Good Samaritan Ministry can 

assist registered parishioners with various errands and 
services.  If you, or anyone you know, is unable to get 
groceries, prescriptions or other necessities, due to the 
Coronavirus restrictions or for any other reason, please 
have them contact Carol Hires our Good Samaritan 
coordinator for the month of December at (973) 538-
8651.

Assumption Church Morristown, New Jersey

WELCOME

We are 
so glad 
you are 

here.
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THE VISITATION: THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

. . Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” (Luke 1: 39-45) 

  

            Christmas is this week!  
 
Our Gospel today shows us Mary visiting 
Elizabeth, her cousin.  Mary is carrying our 
Savior in her womb and Elizabeth, her 
elderly cousin, is pregnant with John the 
Baptist.  Here is a reflection I hope you will 
enjoy. 
  

In just a few days you and your family will 
gather to celebrate another Christmas. May it 
be a warm and festive time for your family. 
  

And may it be an especially happy time for 
the Elizabeths in your clan: the mothers and 
sisters and cousins and aunts who are 
always the first to come to the aid of a family 
member in need, who instinctively know the 
right and encouraging thing to say in times of 
sorrow, of mourning, of trauma – and who 
know that sometimes the best thing to offer is 
simply to listen quietly. Our blessed 
“Elizabeths” have been there and have seen 
it all; their advice is always spot on; they 
maintain a sense of optimism and hope no 
matter what; they inspire by the quiet, 
humble peace of their lives and radiate joy by their very presence. 
  

Mary’s cousin Elizabeth is that kind of blessing for her family. Her joy and trust in God 
enables her pregnant teenage cousin to realize and embrace what God has called her to 

do. It’s easy to imagine that today’s Gospel 
is not the only time the two cousins will meet 
and talk as they raise the sons God has 
entrusted to them. So, as your family 
prepares to gather next week, give thanks to 
God for the Elizabeths among you — and let 
them know how much they matter to 
you. And may each of us, in our own way, 
become an Elizabeth for those we 
love.  (Connections) 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Father John 

  

“Blessed are 
you who 
believed 

that what was 
spoken to you 
by the Lord 

would be 
fulfilled.” 

December 19, 2021 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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JOYFUL RECOGNITION 
 Elizabeth recognized the divine significance of Mary’s 

visit because of the Holy Spirit.  In the Spirit Elizabeth 
proclaimed Mary’s greatness and called her blessed.  
Mary was also praised because of her trust in God’s 
word of promise. 

 Adults: How has the Holy Spirit stirred me to recognize 
God’s presence? 

 Children:  What can I learn from Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth? 

 A Family Perspective:  The theme of the season of 
Advent is sometimes described as a period of waiting 
for the birth of Jesus. However, today's Gospel reading 
suggests something different. John the Baptist did not 
tell the crowds to wait for the Messiah. He told them to 
prepare for the Messiah through acts of repentance. If 
Advent is a time of waiting, it is not the sitting in the 
doctor's office kind of waiting. It is a busy time of 
preparation, more like the waiting we might do when 
preparing for dinner guests. Our challenge is to not 
make this season a frenzied time, but rather a time of 
joyful anticipation and making ready for God who comes 
to dwell among us and changes our lives with the gift of 
salvation.  As you gather as a family, work together on a 
word search or hidden-picture puzzle. Help one another 
until everyone has found each of the words or pictures 
in the puzzle. Talk about this experience, noticing how 
some people found words or pictures more easily than 
others and how easy it was to see the word or picture 
once someone else pointed it out. Observe that 
sometimes we need the help of others to recognize 
God's presence and action in our lives. Read together 
today's Gospel, Luke 1:39-45. Ask: What did Elizabeth 
recognize about Mary? How did Elizabeth know this?  
Pray together that as we share our faith together as a 
family, we may help one another recognize God's 
presence and action in our lives. Pray together the Hail 
Mary. 

THE HISTORY OF THE PARISH 

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! 

We Built a Family Together: The History of the Parish 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary by 
parishioners Robert and Jeanette Fredericks, with 
photographs by Sergio Burani, is a great Christmas gift! 
Stop by the office during office hours to pick one up for 
a $25 donation to Assumption Church. 
 
    

      MASS ATTENDANCE DECEMBER 11/12 
 5:30 p.m.      137       
   7:00 a.m.          76 
 8:00 a.m. 132   
                  10:00 a.m.       270    
                  12:00 p.m.  179 
 5:30 p.m. 121 
 Total   915  
 

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS 
Assumption is a Tithing Parish 

The collection for December 11/12 will be reported in 
next week’s bulletin. 
 Pastor’s Note: Thank you for your sacrificial giving in 
our offertory and at Christmas.  Your  outstanding 
generosity enables us to serve the poor and proclaim 
the Gospel with joy.  Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.  Merry Christmas! 

 
WINTER SOUL-STICE 

A BOOK BY FR. KEN LASCH 
Catholic Book Company has published a small book 

of Father Lasch's poetry entitled: "Winter Soul-stice - 
Reflections on Light and Darkness in a Season of 
Grace."  

The book is available at Catholic Book Publishing 
Corp, 77 West End Rd, Totowa, NJ 07524, 
973.890.2400 or at https://catholicbookpublishing.com/
product/1432. Especially appropriate for Christmas 
season. 

  
A POST-CHRISTMAS MARKET THANK YOU 
The 11th Annual Christmas Market fundraiser 

supporting The Village Angels of Tanzania and Africa 
Surgery was a huge success.  In fact, it was the best 
one to date!  It was wonderful to see so many shoppers 
and friends stopping by to say a few good words about 
the Market.  We wish to thank all the many generous 
people who offered their time, talents, and financial 
support to create this year’s Christmas Market success.  
There are too many to list, but you know who you are.  
There would not have been this unique event without 
you.  Speaking for Tom Johnson, Sr. Dativa, and all of 
God’s poor served by Africa Surgery and The Village 
Angels of Tanzania, we extend our sincere gratitude for 
your help and interest. 

Johanna and Sergio Burani 

Assumption Church  Morristown, New Jersey 

ETERNAL REST  

GRANT UNTO THEM, O LORD 

    
Madison Klepesky 

Great Niece of Bob  and Margie Rohr 
  

Rustum Irani 
Father of Sangita Rossano  
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t Financial Advisors and Assumption Parishioners

adison Ave, Ste. 300 Morristown, NJ 07960  •  973.538.7010
ities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Private Advisor Group is a separate entity from LPL Financial

22 South Street     Morristown, NJ     973.944.8500
www.morristowngamevault.com
Facebook.com/MorristownGameVault

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs:

Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

11:30AM - 10PM

10AM - 10PM

EWTN.COM/Radio

New Jersey
CatholicMatch.com/goNJ
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Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC.
© 2017 Wells Fargo Advisors. All rights reserved. 0217-03746 (4069701_517795)

Joseph Bancheri, CRPC
The Morristown Branch of 
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 
67 East Park Place, 10th Floor 
Morristown, NJ  07960 
973-993-2500

       Investment and Insurance Products:  NOT FDIC Insured     NO Bank Guarantee     MAY Lose Value

A full range of resources to support you on your financial journey.

NJ Specialty Permit #5222
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