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Parish Registration:  Call 973-539-2141 or visit the parish 
website at www.assumptionparish.org.   
  

Assumption School: 973-538-0590; www.assumptionnj.org 
Sr. Merris Larkin, S.C. Principal 
  

Faith Formation: 973-267-5638,  
Email:  RelEd@assumptionparish.org 
Linda Macios: Director 
Sharon Bertram: Coordinator Grades 6, 7, and 8 
Colette Geraghty: Confirmation & Youth Ministry 
Tara Speer: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Sue Paradise: Secretary 
  

Faith Formation  for 1st through 8th graders is called Forming 
Faithful Families. We will provide 12 dates for Mass & 
Class.  Families are strongly encouraged to attend 10 a.m. Mass 
followed by grade level class. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
classes will meet September–April on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. Confirmation Prep, for freshmen and 
sophomores of the parish, meet one Sunday evening per month. 
Register on the Faith Formation tab of the parish website. 
  

Music Ministry—973-539-2141, extension 19 
Paul Kusler, Music Director 
Adult Choir, Youth Ministry Choir, Children’s Choir 
  

Parish Outreach—973-539-2141 extension 27 
Claudia Nardi  
  

Holy Rood Cemetery—973-539-7501 
Website:  www.holyroodcemeterynj.com 
Diana Loughman: Cemetery Director 
Emerson Brito, Eli Lima: Caretakers 
  

Church Sexton—Mark Cassidy 
  

Deaf Interpreter - Kathleen Skaf  
  
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturdays from 4:15 - 5:00 p.m. or by appointment. 
  

Marriage: Arrangements should be made with a priest or deacon 
by registered parishioners at least one year in advance of the 
marriage date. Marriage arrangements should be made PRIOR to 
reserving reception facility. 
  

Baptisms: Contact Liz Rotunno in the Parish Office to arrange 
your child's Baptism.  For first-time parents, attendance at a 
Baptismal Preparation class is required. Prep classes are held on 
the second Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m.  
  

Visitation of the Sick and Elderly: Please keep us informed so 
that we may be attentive to those who are ill at home or in the 
hospital. Eucharistic Ministers are available to bring Communion 
on Sundays. 

CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthhee  AAssssuummppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  
9911  MMaappllee  AAvveennuuee,,  MMoorrrriissttoowwnn,,  NNeeww  JJeerrsseeyy  0077996600  

997733--553399--22114411,,  FFaaxx——997733--998844--00663322  
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee::  wwwwww..aassssuummppttiioonnppaarriisshh..oorrgg                                                        EEmmaaiill::  aassssuummppttiioonn@@aassssuummppttiioonnppaarriisshh..oorrgg  

  
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John E. Hart 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Krzysztof Tyszko 
Weekend Assistants:  Rev. Msgr. Kenneth E. Lasch, Rev. John Brandi 

Transitional Deacon: Rev. Mr. Joseph DeMarzo  
Deacons: Brian Beyerl, Michael Hanly, John Mihalko, Elliott Stein 

  
Trustees: Kathleen Hyland 973-539-2860 / Bob Rohr 973-539-2693 

  

Parish Coordinator—Linda Macios  Secretary—Liz Rotunno Business Manager—Robyn Morris 
  Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

   

  Parish Ministries 
Africa Surgery   Tom Johnson   973-234-6383 
Altar Linens     Mike Cherello   973-267-6825 
Altar Servers    Fr. Krzysztof Tyszko 973-539-2141 
Bereavement    Marybeth Wooters  201-602-8723 
    Andrea Beyerl  973-476-9406 
Bethany Ministry    Linda Macios   973-539-2141 
Building/Grounds Cmte Patrick Burke  908-510-6677 
Cub Scouts     Cassandra Nielsen  973-452-3857  
CYO Basketball    Mike Keown    862-432-9071 
Endowment for Poor  Claudia Nardi   973-539-2141 
Eucharistic Min.    Marybeth Wooters  201-602-8723 
Faith Comm. Nursing Mary Kennedy  917 860-1337. 
Family Promise     Brian Doherty   973-714-7674 
Finance Committee  Greg Kurlander   973- 984-9516 
Food Pantry     Claudia Nardi   973-539-2141 
Gardening      Mark Cassidy   973-539-2141 
Giving Tree     Brian Morgan   973-462-6972 
Home School Assoc.  Tiffany Srnesky   917-596-6343  
Homeless Solutions  Ralph Ferrara   973-769-6418 
Knights of Columbus  Bill Kostyak   973-714-8188 
Lectors      Andrea Bozzi   973-722-6497  
Men’s Group    Peter Zaremba   215-518-4973 
Nursing Homes    Mary Dibble    973- 998-0838 
Pre-Cana      Ken & Rosa Rose   973-539-9845 
OCIA       Fr. John Hart   973-539-2141 
Respect Life     Sue O’Dougherty   973-647-0892  
Safe Environment   Linda Macios   973-539-2141  
Scouts      Kevin Kelly     973-727-7082  
Separation / Divorce  Denise Wennogle   973-292-1800  
Soup Kitchen    Richard Schleckser 603-785-0836 
Spiritual Direction    Karen Florance    973-476-5542 
Ushers      Anthony Romano   973-267-5433 
Village Angels  Paul Boehler   973- 722-4994 
Welcome /Hospitality    Moira Clarkin   973-539-4390 
Vocations      Christine Myers Gorski 973-539-2141 
Young Professionals  Fr. Krzysztof Tyszko 973-539-2141 
Youth Ministry    Colette Geraghty  973-539-2141 
  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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April 27, 2025 Second Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy Sunday

MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY April 26
8:00 a.m. Guillermo Pujadas
5:30 p.m. The Sexton and Tedeschi Families

Bill Pezziti

SUNDAY April 27
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:00 a.m. Cita Evangelista (Living)

Felix DaSilva
10:00 a.m. Francis E. Nolan

Shirley Virgil
12:00 p.m. Lisbeth Hernandez

The Kolojeski Family
5:30 p.m. Kathy Lia

Susan Pinto

MONDAY April 28
7:00 a.m. Ruth Downey

12:05 p.m. Joe and Nellie Bernisky

TUESDAY April 29
7:00 a.m. Kathleen M. McCormack
12:05 p.m. Ralph Francavilla

WEDNESDAY April 30
7:00 a.m. Edgar “Eddie” Timmons

12:05 p.m. Ann Sozzo

THURSDAY May 1
7:00 a.m. Angie Narduzzi (Living)

12:05 p.m. Joan Kobylarz

FRIDAY May 2
7:00 a.m. Steven Gonzalez Alfaro

12:05 p.m. Marie Mosca

SATURDAY May 3
8:00 a.m. Joseph Murray dePoortere
5:30 p.m. Charles Minervino

Chris Devlin

SUNDAY May 4
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:00 a.m. Robert B. Callas

Jean McHugh
10:00 a.m. Pamela Rodgers

Alfred P. Moline, Jr.
12:00 p.m. The Kolojeski Family

Ronald Gianconia
5:30 p.m. Jean O’Neil McHugh

Robert Stephen Byrne, Jr.

GATHER IN PRAYER
• Pray the Rosary weekdays 20 minutes before the

12:05 p.m. Mass. On Thursdays, the Rosary before
12:05 Mass is offered for priests and for vocations to
the priesthood.

• Pray the Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal every Monday immediately following
the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

• Eucharistic Adoration the first Saturday of each month
8:30 - 9:00 a.m. and the first Monday of every month at
7:00 p.m.

irst Reading: Acts 5:12-16
For the next few weeks our first reading, which

usually comes from the Hebrew Scriptures, is taken
instead from the Acts of the Apostles. This New
Testament book is the companion volume to the
Gospel of Luke and was written around the year 85.
As is evident in today’s passage, one of Luke’s
favorite themes is that the reconciling and healing
power of Jesus lives in the family of the Church.

econd Readin Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19

During this Easter Season, our second reading will
come from the book of Revelation. This book was
written around the year 95 during a persecution of
Christians in Asia Minor by the Roman emperor.
Fearful of what could happen if his letter fell into
Roman hands, the author, John of Patmos, wrote in a
very symbolic style that only believers could easily
understand. Due to this deliberate secrecy, the book
of Revelation is often misinterpreted today.

ospel: John 20:19-31
This Gospel reading is the original ending of the 

Gospel of John. In explaining why he wrote his 
Gospel, the author suggests to us that authentic faith 
is based not on seeing spectacular signs, but on 
believing the Word made flesh.

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the
Readings for the week of April 27

Monday Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9;
Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5;
Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;
Jn 3:16-21

Thursday Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18,
19-20; Jn 3:31-36

Friday Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;
Jn 6:1-15

Saturday 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14
Sunday Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6,
11-12, 13; Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or
Jn 21:1-14

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PLEASE REMEMBERAND PRAY
FOR THE RECOVERY OF:

Charles Arteglier, Greg and John Baxter, Paula Rose
Carducci, Jim Cavanaugh, John Hyland, Nancy
Arteglier, Jack Guerriero, Francesca Kobylarz-
Bongiorno, Louis Cicitta, Audrey Roast, Vivian Hart,
Mark Anderl, Esther Salas, Kenneth Krause, Sangita
Rossano, Barbara Doran, Sharon Mistretta, Robert
Schroeder, Janet Cicarello Cook, Gloria Dabal, Dr. Tom
Emmer, Msgr. Herbert Tillyer, Barbara Syvarth, Joseph
Chopiak, Barbara Ryan, Jennifer Dudley, Suzann
Tedeschi, Henry Tanski, Joe Longo Sr., Donald Baron,
J.P. Avione, Baby Ronan Jordan, Cheryle Cacace,
Sherry Corbin Hayes, Deborah Higginbotham, Brady
Sannito, Maryann Gallo, Peggy Kusler, Arthur
D’Onofrio, Roy Williams, Sister Jeanne Jordan, Brenda
Quagliato, Peter Donnelly, Barbara Leydon, Kevin
Lauter, Jamie Pritzlaff, Fr. Mark Olenowski, Susan
Martin, Connie Williams, Peter Donchak, John Branco,
Julie Koepff, Karen Wagner, James Matthew Zenker,
Lisa Molinari, Deacon Roger Lacouture, Denny
Morrison, Bruce Dedrick, Larry Trapp, Annette Solimini,
Margaret Schleifer, Saul Wolfe, Aida Corvelli,
Jacqueline Kulakowski, Fr. John Pusack, Marisa
Slaten, Carl Sullivan, Sharyn Zaslofsky, Ivan Dugue,
Deborah DeMarzo, Noelle Albanito, Charles Bommer,
Natalie Kauffman, Frank Trincanello, Sheree Pitchford,
Elizabeth Legiec, Carmen Harten, Peter Thomas, Dr.
William Sullivan, Ryan Ball, John Gao, Nigel Loeppky,
Nicole Bias, Joseph DeFrank, Hank Bedlivy, Jr, Donald
Benally, Margaret Spagnuolo, Richard Doran, Elia Ortiz
Fraguso, Tom Hudak, Talia and her family, Margarita
Pabalan, Lucille Joel, Suzanne Martin, Judy Ort, William
Porcell, James Kaminovich, Patricia Nelson, Frank
Leanza, Tom Barbara Collins, Donald White, Pope
Francis, Teresa Gallo, Raffaele Puoti Fr. Joseph
Buffardi, Marcus Narcisse, Joan Russell, Abby Levitt,
Ron Steffes, Doris Costello, Walter Majowicz, Huguette
Porte, Marcus Narcisse, Betty Scuman, Joseph
Takaruz
Please call the Parish Office at 973-539-2141 with the
names of who you would like included in the prayers for
the good health of the sick and homebound.

PRAY FORMEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
COMMUNITY AND THEIR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE 
SERVED, OR ARE SERVING, IN THE ARMED FORCES
CW3 Michael Benkosky Green Beret, Special Forces, 
Airborne Joint Forces; Captain William H. Shipp, Military 
Professor, Naval War College, Newport, RI; Andrew 
Vasquez US Army; Andy Soucy US Army; Dan Lessnau 
Former Marine and Veteran of the Viet Nam War; Lt. 
Tim Fleury, US Navy; Staff Sergeant William J. 
McSweeney Retired Marine Served Around the World; 
Matthew Gonabe, Lt. US Navy Pilot Serving in the 
Persian Gulf; David Ribardo, 1st Lt. US Army Serving in 
Afghanistan; Capt. Brendan Griswold 82nd Air Borne in 
Afghanistan; Capt. Patrick Flynn, US Army 1st Infantry, 
Afghanistan; Sergeant Richard Galluzzo Serving in  
Afghanistan, Scott and Meghan Harra, US Army in  
Afghanistan; Captain Timothy Newcomb, US Army 
Special Forces; Col. Jason M. Barrett, USMC in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; SMSgt. John Bartow, Stratton ANGB 
NY, Douglas Reisch, 1/325 Infantry, 82nd Airborne 
Division, Daniel Baron, US Navy, Hawaii, CPT Schuyler 
Orecchio, US Army, USN, Staff Sargent Brent M. Betit, 
ARNG, 1st Lt. J.D. Poling, US Army, Gitmo, Cuba, PFC 
Second Lt. Andrew Mitchell, USMC, Dale G. Potter, 
Retired Lt. Commander US Navy, and Major US Marine 
Corps, Lt. Michael Herbert Jr. 3-66 Armored Brigade 
1st Infantry Division Fort Riley Kansas deployed to 
Germany, Navy EOD Connor Fitzpatrick, Guam, 
Sergeant Brendan Rochelle, 1/127 82nd Airborne, Fort 
Bragg, CH (CPT) Przemysław J. Nowak, US Army, CH 
(CPT) John Edisson Madrid, US Army, CH (CPT) Adam 
Muda, US Army, Kelsey Bergh, US Navy LCDR, Japan, 
Fr. Michal Falgowski, USAF PVT. Nicholas Rapa, Army 
Sargent Combat Medic. CPT, Mathew Ryan Lombardi, 
US Army, Dermot Grennan - US NAVY Nuclear -
Indiana Submarine, US Army, Capt. Mike Wisniewski -
Army Intelligence.

RESPECT LIFE ASSUMPTION
Respect Life Assumption is a  positive, uplifting voice 

for the value and joy of human life, at every stage, for 
the unborn and their mothers and fathers, for the very 
young, the elderly and everyone in-between. We hope 
you know the value of your life and your infinite worth as  
a child of God. How can we build up the value of life in  
our parish?
To learn more about this ministry, contact Sue and 

Dave O’Dougherty 973-993-3068.

Assumption Church Morristown, NJ

The official newsletter of the Diocese of Paterson for The
Beacon and Beyond The Beacon.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER: DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus stood in their midst and said to them,

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
[Jesus] said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side,

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” (John 20: 19-31)

We continue to rejoice on this Sunday within the Octave of Easter also known as Divine
Mercy Sunday. Here is a reflection I hope you will enjoy.

When many of us were children, we took part in our parish’s religious education
program. For eight years, we learned the prayers and rituals of our Church. In high school, we
were confirmed. Soon many of us were off to college — and “church” may have been put aside
as we earned our degree and, after graduation, establishing our career. Then we married and
began a family — and our faith took on a renewed importance as we wanted our children to
have the same connection to God that we had.

That’s the “first half” of a typical spiritual life when we learned the language and
choreography of a religious institution. We learned the words and rituals for articulating our
faith; we established a spiritual identity in belonging to a church community. The values and
beliefs of faith we learned then became a bridge to instill those same values and beliefs in our
children.

But then came a crisis in our life — an unexpected illness or death, a divorce, a financial
setback, a lost job. After that crisis, we entered the “second half” of the spiritual life, one in
which we hear a “deeper voice” of God. It’s a voice calling us to compassion, forgiveness, risk,
surrender.

We now hear God not just in the rituals and creeds of our church; we hear God in the
deepest part of our heart. Our faith is now fully ours. [Adapted from Falling Upward by
Richard Rohr.]

The apostle Thomas might be considered the patron saint of this “second half” of our
spiritual lives — when we struggle to make sense of lives that have been turned upside down
by crisis or catastrophe. In today’s Gospel, Thomas feels that the faith he experienced and

embraced in Jesus has been betrayed in
Jesus’ crucifixion. But, in his resurrection,
Jesus offers Thomas a reason to hope, a
base line for belief, a prism for looking at the
world with gratitude for what has been and
what will be. Faith in the “second half” of our
lives is the ability to hope that we can
transform and remake, re-create and re-focus
our lives in the love of God
and life of the Risen
Christ. (Connections)

Happy Easter!
Father John

April 27, 2025 Second Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy Sunday

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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I’LL BELIEVE IT WHEN I SEE IT
There is a doubting Thomas in all of us. We say we

believe, but when we lose a loved one, we often express
our doubts about the Resurrection: “After all, nobody
has come back to tell the story.”

Adults: In a similar situation, would I react like
Thomas and demand to touch Jesus’ wounds in order to
believe?

Children: How am I sharing the peace of Christ with
my friends?

A Family Perspective: Within normal family life,
there are many opportunities for conflict. Jesus did not
promise us the absence of conflict in our lives. Instead,
he gave us the gifts of peace, forgiveness, and
reconciliation so that we could reduce conflict. The
measure of Christian family life is not the absence of
conflict, but the manner in which conflict is resolved.
Filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we ask Jesus to
help us to bring peace and forgiveness to situations of
conflict in our families. As your family gathers, take this
opportunity to examine how your family resolves conflict.
Recall a recent argument or disagreement and discuss
how the conflict was resolved. Consider whether the
conflict was resolved peacefully, in the spirit of Jesus. If
not, discuss alternatives that might be tried in the future.
Recall that we have each received Jesus' gift of the Holy
Spirit and that the Holy Spirit helps us to be people who
forgive others and seek peace.

2026 MASS BOOK OPENS MAY 6
The Assumption Church 2026 Mass Book will open

Tuesday, May 6 at 10:00 a.m.
Parishioners wishing to schedule more than 3

Masses must call for an appointment to meet with
the Parish Office staff.

To schedule an appointment, please call the office at
973-539-2141. You may also email your Mass requests
to assumption@assumptionparish.org. Please include
the names of the deceased, and the dates and times
that you are requesting. We will confirm your requests
via email or phone.

BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS – THANK YOU!
Inspire Family Life Center would like to thank the
families of Assumption Church and your Respect Life
Ministry for the outpouring of support for the Baby Bottle
Blessings Campaign held in March. The generosity of
your church family raised $7,889! These gifts will
provide mothers and families with “a hope and a future”
through medical services, fatherhood initiatives, spiritual
enrichment, pregnancy counseling, adoption referrals,
healing resources, and a 24/7 support line. Our purpose
is to walk with them throughout pregnancy and
beyond. You have made it possible! May the Lord
bless you in abundance for your generous gifts.

If you or someone you know needs help or would
like to learn more about Inspire visit:
www.InspireFamilyLifeCenter.com. God bless you!

MASS ATTENDANCE April 19/20
8:00 p.m. 323
7:00 a.m. 208
8:00 a.m. 393

10:00 a.m. 1,115
12:00 p.m. 800
Total 2,848

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS
Assumption is a Tithing Parish

The Collection for the weekend of April 12/13 was
$26,266. The collection for that same weekend last year
was $21,968. The Easter Collection will be reported in
next week’s bulletin.
Pastor’s Note: Happy Easter! Thank you for your most
generous donations in our Easter Collection and for your
unstinting support of our parish with your sacrificial gifts
in our offertory every week. When we tithe we express
our gratitude to the Lord for His mercy and for all our
blessings. I am so grateful to all of you! Thank you from
the bottom of my heart!

RESPECT LIFE DIAPER COLLECTION
Our Respect Life Ministry is collecting baby diapers

(all sizes), wipes, bath supplies and new baby clothes
for the benefit of Good Counsel Homes. Good Counsel
provides shelter, compassionate care, education and
support to homeless mothers and their babies. A bin will
be available in Rauscher Hall next weekend, May 3-4,
for any item you want to donate to the unborn and
mothers in crisis. Thank you for your continued support
of our pro-life initiatives.

ALL ABOARD THE ARK
SAVE THE DATE—SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

TRIP TO SIGHT AND SOUND TO SEE “NOAH”
With a catastrophic storm on its way, Noah is given a

monumental task: build a boat big enough to save his
family from a flood that will cover the entire earth. As
Noah endeavors to live faithfully in the midst of an
increasingly chaotic world, can he trust that God’s
promises run deeper than the rising waters around him?

Assumption is planning a trip to Sight and Sound
Theater in Lancaster PA, to see the production of Noah
on Friday, September 12. Reserve tour tickets now at
www.assumptionparish.org

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE AND FESTIVAL
Join Bishop Sweeney and the faithful of the Diocese

for an exciting day celebrating the joy and gift of
families. Families will have the opportunity to go on a
pilgrimage and receive a plenary indulgence, while
creating lasting memories. Gather the kids,
grandparents, and friends for a day filled with faith, fun
and family time! The first 50 families to register get a
free Jubilee Family Fest tote bag! Saturday, May 31,
Pilgrimage from 12 - 1:30 p.m. and Family Fest from
1:30 – 5 p.m. At the Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Long
Hill Rd., Stirling. For more information, visit https://
insidethewalls.org/jubilee-family-fest

Assumption Church Morristown, NJ

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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April 27, 2025 Second Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy Sunday

Papal Succession: Mourning, Transition,
and the Election of a New Pope

The death of a pope marks the beginning of a solemn and deeply
symbolic transition for the Catholic Church. After the official
confirmation of death, the Church enters a nine-day mourning
period, followed by the process of electing a new Bishop of Rome.
This period is steeped in tradition and draws global attention.

Initial Protocol
Following the Pope’s passing, the Camerlengo (Chamberlain) is

responsible for confirming the death. Traditionally, the Camerlengo
would tap the Pope’s forehead with a silver hammer and call out his
baptismal name three times. However, this practice has been
discontinued, and the verification now occurs through other means,
such as medical confirmation. Once the death is officially declared,
the Camerlengo notifies senior church officials and the people of
Rome. The Camerlengo then seals the papal apartments and other
offices, a tradition that originated to prevent looting and now serves
as a symbolic end to the Pope’s rule. The Vatican enters into a nine

-day mourning period, during which multiple Masses are held in honor of the late Pope.
According to the Universi Dominici Gregis constitution, which governs papal transitions, the
Pope must be buried between the fourth and sixth day after death. Before the burial, the Pope’s
body lies in state, allowing the public to pay their respects. The funeral, held in St. Peter’s
Square, is attended by world leaders and thousands of Catholics. Pope Franics will be laid to rest
in Santa Maria Maggiore Basilica in Rome .

The Interregnum
The period between popes, known as the Interregnum, is a crucial time for the future of the

Vatican. During this time, the College of Cardinals oversees the Church’s administration, but no
significant decisions are made. The conclave, the process of electing a new pope, begins 15-20
days after the Pope’s passing. Only cardinals under the age of 80 are eligible to vote, which
typically includes around 120 cardinals. Before voting, they take an oath of secrecy and are
secluded in the Sistine Chapel, cut off from outside influences. The election requires multiple
rounds of voting until a candidate receives a two-thirds majority. If no decision is reached after
several rounds, a day of prayer and reflection is held before resuming the vote. Throughout this
period, the world watches for smoke signals from the Sistine Chapel: black smoke indicates an
inconclusive vote, while white smoke announces the election of a new pope.

Once a pope is chosen, the dean of the College of Cardinals asks the elected candidate if he
accepts the position and invites him to choose a papal name. The new pope is then introduced
from the balcony overlooking St. Peter’s Square, where the words “Habemus Papam” (We have
a Pope) are proclaimed, and he gives his first blessing to the crowd.

The passing of a pope is not only the end of a leader’s reign but also the beginning of a
sacred transition for the Catholic Church. From the solemn mourning period to the historic
conclave, these traditions reflect the Church’s deep-rooted customs and continuity. The election
of a new pope marks the start of a new chapter, interweaving tradition with the future of the
Vatican and the global Catholic community.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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April 27, 2025 Second Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy Sunday
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