
 

 

 

St. Ann's Church 
652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537 

 
Rectory # 508-987-8892 to leave a message on Fr. Michael’s voicemail     

 
To help us to keep in touch with you please email us at 

  stannsrectory@hotmail.com  
 

Please check out our website for daily & weekend Mass from St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Catholic News and Prayers 

www.stannschurch.us   
 

Please send prayer requests to 
StAnnParishPrayerline@hotmail.com 

 
Fr. Michael Lavallee, Pastor     

Deacon Thomas Creamer  cell # 774-696-0903 
  Deacon James Denning (Retired) 

Mary Lajoie, Administrative Assistant  
Peggy Moynahan, Religious Education Secretary 

Dennis O'Brien, Maintenance Director 
 

mailto:stannsrectory@hotmail.com
mailto:StAnnParishPrayerline@hotmail.com


 



 



At Lazarus’ Tomb: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Giotto, The Raising of Lazarus, 1306 

 

As we draw near to the end of Lent, today’s Gospel clearly has Jesus’ passion and death in view. 
That’s why John gives us the detail about Lazarus’ sister, Mary—that she is the one who anointed the Lord for 
burial (see John 12:3, 7). His disciples warn against returning to Judea; Thomas even predicts they will “die 
with Him” if they go back. 
When Lazarus is raised, John notices the tombstone being taken away, as well as Lazarus’ burial cloths and 
head covering—all details he later notices with Jesus’ empty tomb (see John 20:1, 6, 7). 
Like the blind man in last week’s readings, Lazarus represents all humanity. He stands for “dead man”—for all 
those Jesus loves and wants to liberate from the bands of sin and death. 
John even recalls the blind man in his account today (see John 11:37). Like the man’s birth in blindness, 
Lazarus’ death is used by Jesus to reveal “the glory of God” (see John 9:3). And again like last week, Jesus’ 
words and deeds give sight to those who believe (see John 11:40). 
If we believe, we will see—that Jesus loves each of us as He loved Lazarus, that He calls us out of death and 
into new life. 
By His Resurrection Jesus has fulfilled Ezekiel’s promise in today’s First Reading. He has opened the graves that 
we may rise, put His Spirit in us that we may live. This is the Spirit that Paul writes of in today’s Epistle. The 
same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will give life to we who were once dead in sin. 
Faith is the key. If we believe as Martha does in today’s Gospel—that Jesus is the resurrection and the life—
even if we die, we will live. 
“I have promised and I will do it,” the Father assures us in the First Reading. We must trust in His word, as we 
sing in today’s Psalm—that with Him is forgiveness and salvation. 
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