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Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

     In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us about the true nature of love. He shows us that 

love is a doing, an action. Jesus teaches us this truth when He explains “If you love me, you will 

keep my Commandments.” Keeping God’s Commandments involves the use of our will, a 

concrete choice to avoid temptation and choose to do the good. Every day we are faced with 

moral choices. The decisions we make in regard to them either keep us lovingly united to 

Christ or separate us from His friendship. Each time, when we are tempted, that we choose to 

make a choice to keep the Commandments and teachings of the Church we are saying to the 

Lord, “I love you.” 

     When we tell the Lord this we are really saying “I love you more than the supposed good 

that this temptation is promising me.” Temptation presents to us an illusion. It suggests that if 

we choose to succumb to it we will find true happiness and satisfaction. Yet, as we know, 

when we allow ourselves to fall into temptation and sin, the pleasure we feel is temporary and 

we are left feeling empty and unfulfilled. The supposed happiness temptation has promised 

never arrives. 

     In this Gospel, Jesus promises us that real and lasting happiness will come to the one who 

lives a moral life and puts love of God and neighbor into concrete action. Jesus promises this 

when He says “Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love Him and reveal 

Myself to him.” The ultimate revelation of Christ’s love will be shown to God’s faithful in 

Heaven which they will be given after lives lived in faith and moral perseverance. As Jesus 

speaks about His union with the Father and Holy Spirit, He reminds us that Heaven is 

Trinitarian life lived to perfection. 

     As we celebrate this Sixth Sunday of Easter, may we understand anew how we truly love 

God and others in faith. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Michael  

 

Thank you to all parishioners who, this week, adopted spots on the property to plant flowers 

in and take care of through the season. We still have other spots that are available for 

adoption. If you’d like to participate please contact Fr. Michael. Blessings to you in the Lord. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, May 16  Robert Charette. Let us pray together for the repose of his soul. 
 
Sunday, May 17 Robert Givner. Let us pray together for the repose of his soul. 
 
Monday, May 18 Gary Moran. Let us pray together for the repose of his soul. 
(Live-streamed at 8:30am) 
Tuesday, May 19  Mr & Mrs Raymond Filor. Let us pray together for the repose of their souls. 
 
Wednesday, May 20 Kay King. Let us pray together for the repose of her soul. 
 
Ascension  (Live-streamed at 9:00am)                                                                                                                                                                  
Thursday, May 21 Ann Bruneau. Let us pray together for the repose of her soul. 
 
Friday, May 22 Mary Morrissey. Let us pray together for the repose of her soul. 
   (This Mass was originally scheduled for May 24 at 11:00am) 
 
Saturday, May 23 Rose Dumais. Let us pray together for the repose of her soul. 
 
Sunday, May 24 John F. O’Brien, Jr. Let us pray together for the repose of his soul. 
 
 
 

Offertory for May 5 through May 12  
Offertory (Mail)  $2,326.00  
Children    $        4.00 
Online Giving   $    605.00  
Maintenance  $    195.00 
Memorial Gift  $    175.00 
Total     $3,305.00 

SVDP (Mail)   $135.00 

SVDP Online Giving $   
To donate to SVDP on line please visit our website. Go to the online giving page. Click on the 

drop down menu next to St. Ann in the Donate box to choose SVDP. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to our parish financially during this difficult time.  

Online giving can be found on our website stannschurch.us 

 

 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

As we look towards future reopening of the church we would kindly and respectfully suggest that those who 

come to the church use a mask out of concern for the good of the community. 

     
Sunday Mass is celebrated at 9:00am without a congregation and live streamed 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnnParishOxfordMA.  

This week we are pleased to offer two mornings when Mass will be live- streamed from church. On  Monday, 

May 18, Mass will be live-streamed at 8:30am. On Thursday, the Feast of the Ascension, Mass will be live-

streamed at 9:00am. Let us take these opportunities to gather together in prayer as a parish family.  

St. Ann's Church is open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 to 12 for private prayer. Adoration is 

live streamed from 10 to 11 am https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnnParishOxfordMA.                 

Kindly be aware that the number of people in the church may not exceed ten at any given time.    

Congratulations 

       We would like to congratulate the winners of this year’s Chip Hanlon scholarship on the 

20th Anniversary of its founding.  

Taylor Coonan, Ryan Moore, Andrew Ravenelle & Jillian Tully 

      In discussion with Ms. Lianne Hanlon we have decided that this will be the last year for this 

scholarship. When restrictions are lifted on the public celebration of Masses, we will arrange 

for a public ceremony during which the scholarship winners will be acknowledged by the 

parish. 

 

 

If you are a parishioner and are in need of assistance, please call #508- 987-8892 and leave a message on 

the SVDP private line and someone from the SVDP will return your call. Maybe you have lost your job and 

are behind on your utilities or can't afford to have oil delivered. We can help. We also can point you in the 

direction of other resources that are available. ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE at stannschurch.us 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnnParishOxfordMA/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnnParishOxfordMA/


 



 
By Dr. Scott Hahn 

Alive in the Spirit 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (Cycle A)  

 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  

Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20 

1 Peter 3:15-18 

John 14:15-21 

 

Jesus will not leave us alone. He won't make us children of God in Baptism only to leave us "orphans," He 

assures us in today's Gospel (see Romans 8:14-17) .  

 

He asks the Father to give us His Spirit, to dwell with us and keep us united in the life He shares with the 

Father.  

 

We see the promised gift of His Spirit being conferred in today's First Reading.  

 

The scene from Acts apparently depicts a primitive Confirmation rite. Philip, one of the first deacons (see Acts 

6:5), proclaims the Gospel in the non-Jewish city of Samaria. The Samaritans accept the Word of God (see Acts 

17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) and are baptized.  

 

It remains for the Apostles to send their representatives, Peter and John, to pray and lay hands on the newly 

baptized - that they might receive the Holy Spirit. This is the origin of our sacrament of Confirmation (see Acts 

19:5-6), by which the grace of Baptism is completed and believers are sealed with the Spirit promised by the 

Lord.  

 

We remain in this grace so long as we love Christ and keep His commandments. And strengthened in the Spirit 

whom Jesus said would be our Advocate, we are called to bear witness to our salvation - to the tremendous 

deeds that God has done for us in the name of His Son.  

 

In today's Psalm, we celebrate our liberation. As He changed the sea into dry land to free the captive Israelites, 

Christ suffered that He might lead us to God, as we hear in today's Epistle.  

 

This is the reason for our hope - the hope that sustains us in the face of a world that cannot accept His truth, the 

hope that sustains us when we are maligned and defamed for His name's sake.  

 

Put to death in the flesh, He was brought to life in the Spirit, Paul tells us today. And as He himself promises: 

"Because I live, you will live." 

 

A service of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 

www.SalvationHistory.com 



 



 


