
    

 

St. Ann's Church 

652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Ann's Church 
652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537                                           

Rectory # 508-987-8892  

To help us to keep in touch with you please email us at stannsrectory@hotmail.com  

Please check out our website for live streamed Masses www.stannschurch.us   

Please send prayer requests to StAnnParishPrayerline@hotmail.com 

Fr. Michael Lavallee, Pastor     
Deacon James Denning (Retired) 

Mary Lajoie, Administrative Assistant  
Peggy Moynahan, Religious Education Secretary 

Dennis O’Brien, Maintenance Director 
 

New notice CONFESSIONS 
As we move into the colder weather, weekly Confessions will be heard in the parish hall beginning 

at 3 PM on Saturdays. If you are unable to make this time but still need the Sacrament, call to 

make an appointment at 15089878892. Thank you! Fr. Michael  

Saturday, Mass 4:00 pm Live streamed directly to our website www.stannschurch.us  

Sunday, Mass 9:00am & 11:00 am  

December 6, 2020 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

     On The Second Sunday of Advent, we hear of the important ministry of St. John the Baptist which 

includes “a baptism of repentance.” The formidable invitation to repent forms the heart of the Advent 

message. 

     What does it mean to ‘repent’? The word ‘repent’ comes from the French verb repentir which 

means ‘to be sorry’ (Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition). Thus, to ‘repent’ 

means to be sorry for sin and to turn away from sin towards God. In this Sunday’s Gospel, people 

went out to St. John at the Jordan River acknowledging their need to repent. 

     This shows us the first part of repentance. It is the acknowledgement that I am in need of 

reorienting my life more closely towards Christ and the message of the Gospel. Though I may 

already have faith and pray, practice my faith and attempt to grow in it, I am still in need of deeper 

conversion. 

     What might I need to repent of? Simply put, I need to repent of anything in my life that keeps me 

from deeper faith in Christ, more fervent practice of my Faith, more authentic love of God and 

neighbor and more desire for God. What are those things that keep me from a better friendship with 

Christ? 

     As we draw closer to Christmas, we will be distracted away from taking time for quiet and prayer. 

Yet, it is only through silent prayer that we can seriously consider the question of repentance and 

how this question applies specifically to our lives. 

Come Lord Jesus! Maranatha! 

Fr. Michael 

 

 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, Dec. 5 4:00 pm Francis Rogers 13th Anniversary requested by the family. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 6 9:00 am David P. Ackley, requested by Joe Wall & Family.   
   
   11:00 am Marie D'Agostino, requested by St. Ann's Parish  
 
Monday, Dec. 7 8:30am Annette Desmarais, requested by Fr. Michael. 
 
Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 8:30 am Joseph Topalian, requested by David Dumais . 
 
 7:00 pm All Souls Intentions of Deacon Jim & Carole Denning. 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 8:30  Mass of Thanksgiving requested by Richard & Beverly Buron. 
 
Thursday, Dec. 10 8:30 am All Souls Intentions of Mr & Mrs Donald Krasinskas. 
 
Saturday, Dec. 12 4:00 pm Denning Family, requested by Deacon Jim & Carole Denning. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 13 9:00 am Steven Prunier, requested by SVDP. 
 
 11:00 am Joseph Topalian, requested by SVDP. 
 

Offertory for Nov. 26  through December 2 
Offertory   $ 1,914.00 
Online Giving   $    470.00  
Children’s offering  $        4.00 
Christmas Flowers              $    60.00 
Maintenance  $      25.00 
Fuel    $      75.00 
Other    $    300.00 
Total     $2,848.00 

SVDP    $   50.00 

Online   $     5.00 

 

 



Feast Day 12th December 
Novena runs from: Thursday the 3rd  - Saturday 12th December 

 

Memorare to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

(to be prayed each day) 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin of Guadalupe, that in your heavenly apparitions 

on the mount of Tepeyac, you promised to show your compassion and pity towards 

all who, loving and trusting you, seek your help and call upon you in their 

necessities and afflictions. You promised to hear our supplications, to dry our tears, 

and to give us consolation and relief. 

Never has it been known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your 

help, or sought your intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, we 

fly to you, O Mary, ever-Virgin Mother of the true God! Though grieving under the 

weight of our sins, we come to prostrate ourselves before you. We fully trust that, 

standing beneath your shadow and protection, nothing will trouble or afflict us, nor 

do we need to fear illness or misfortune, or any other sorrow. 

O Virgin of Guadalupe, you want to remain with us through your admirable Image, 

you who are our Mother, our health, and our life. Placing ourselves beneath your 

maternal gaze, and having recourse to you in all our necessities, we need do nothing 

more. 

O Holy Mother of God, despise not our petitions, but in your mercy hear and 

answer us. Amen 

First Day -  
Dearest Lady of Guadalupe, fruitful Mother of holiness, teach me your ways of 

gentleness and strength. Hear my humble prayer offered with heartfelt confidence 

to beg this favour... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

 



Second Day -  
O Mary conceived without sin, I come to your throne of grace to share the fervent 

devotion of your faithful children who call upon you under the glorious title of 

Guadalupe. Obtain for me a lively faith to do your Son's holy will always: May His 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Third Day -  
O Mary, most sorrowful, whose Immaculate Heart, was pierced by seven swords of 

grief, help me to walk valiantly amid the sharp thorns strewn across my pathway. 

Obtain for me the strength to be a true imitator of you. This I ask you, my dear 

Mother... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Fourth Day -  

Dearest Mother of Guadalupe, I beg you for a fortified will to imitate your divine 

Son's charity, to always seek the good of others in need. Grant me this, I humbly 

ask of you... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Fifth Day -  
O most holy Mother, I beg you to obtain for me the pardon of all my sins, abundant 

graces to serve your Son more faithfully from now on, and lastly, the grace to praise 

Him with you forever in heaven... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

 



Sixth Day -  
Mary, Mother of vocations, we beg you to multiply priestly vocations and fill the 

earth with religious houses which will be light and warmth for the world, and safety 

in stormy nights. Beg your Son to send us many holy priests and religious. This we 

ask of you, O Mother... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Seventh Day -  
O Lady of Guadalupe, we beg you that parents live a holy life and educate their 

children in accordance with the true Catholic faith; that children obey and follow 

the directions of their parents; and that all members of the family pray and worship 

together. This we ask of you, O Mother... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Eighth Day -  
O Lady of Guadalupe, with my heart full of the most sincere veneration, I prostrate 

myself before you, O Mother, to ask you to obtain for me the grace to fulfill the 

duties of my state in life with faithfulness and constancy... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Ninth Day -  

O God, you have been pleased to bestow upon us unceasing favours by having 

placed us under the special protection of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary. Grant us, 

your humble servants, who rejoice in honoring her today upon earth, the happiness 

of seeing her face to face in heaven... 

(Here mention your requests) 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Memorare of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

 



Consecration to Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12th - Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe 

by Saint Pope John Paul II 

O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of the true God and Mother of the Church, who from 

this place reveal your clemency and your pity to all those who ask for your 

protection, hear the prayer that we address to you with filial trust, and present it to 

your Son Jesus, our sole Redeemer. 

Mother of Mercy, Teacher of hidden and silent sacrifice, to you, who come to meet 

us sinners, we dedicate on this day all our being and all our love. We also dedicate 

to you our life, our work, our joys, our infirmities and our sorrows. Grant peace, 

justice and prosperity to the people of Ireland; for we entrust to your care all that we 

have and all that we are, our Lady and Mother. We wish to be entirely yours and to 

walk with you along the way of complete faithfulness to Jesus Christ in His Church; 

hold us always with your loving hand. 

Virgin of Guadalupe, we pray to you for all the Bishops, that they may lead the 

faithful along paths of intense Christian life, of love and humble service of God and 

souls. Contemplate this immense harvest, and intercede with the Lord that He may 

instill a hunger for holiness in the whole people of God, and grant abundant 

vocations of priests and religious, strong in the faith and zealous dispensers of 

God's mysteries. 

Grant to our homes the grace of loving and respecting life in its beginnings, with 

the same love with which you conceived in your womb the life of the Son of God. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, protect our families, so that they may always be united, and 

bless the upbringing of our children. 

Our hope, look upon us with compassion, teach us to go continually to Jesus and, if 

we fall, help us to rise again, to return to Him, by means of the confession of our 

faults and sins in the Sacrament of Penance, which gives peace to the soul. We beg 

you to grant us a great love for all the holy Sacraments, which are, as it were, the 

signs that your Son left us on earth. 

Thus, Most Holy Mother, with the peace of God in our conscience, with our hearts 

free from evil and hatred, we will be able to bring to all true joy and true peace, 

which come to us from your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who with God the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
  



 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 Office Hours at the Rectory are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9-12.                                  

  Fr. Michael will be available to meet with parishioners outdoors at this time.    

 Second Collection next weekend is for the Retired Religious. 

 Our Tuesday evening Rosary group will be meeting on alternate Tuesdays, from 6-6:30 PM, as we have 
before. A brief calendar of meetings is as follows: Tuesday, December 15 & December 29. Join us to 
pray for the needs of the Church, world, nation and community. All are welcom 

 

 

 

If you are a parishioner and are in need of assistance, please call #508- 987-8892 and leave 
a message on the SVDP private line and someone from the SVDP will return your call. 
Maybe you have lost your job and are behind on your utilities or can't afford to have oil 
delivered. We can help. We also can point you in the direction of other resources that are 
available.                 
 

 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Novena in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The novena will begin on Thursday, December 3 at 

the 8:30 am Mass.  We will honor our Lady of 

Guadalupe at the 4:00 pm Mass on December 12. 

Our Tuesday evening Rosary group will be meeting weekly from 6-6:30 PM. Join us to pray for the needs 
of the Church, world, nation and community. All are welcome!  

Upper Room sessions will not be held until Spring 2021. During this pause, we invite all Upper Room 
members to join us for the rosary on Tuesday evenings. Thank you for your understanding and we look 
forward to seeing you at the rosary. 

 

Advent Prayer 

Mother Mary, as You carried your dear Son in your 

immaculate womb, you also carried Him in your 

heart. Pray for me, this Advent, that I may surrender 

myself to the will of the Father in imitation of you. 

You said “Yes” to all that God asked of you and never 

hesitated to fully embrace His divine will. Pray that I 

may imitate your perfect example so as to share a 

deeper union with you and your divine Son. Come, 

Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 



 

Oxford Food Shelf   

CHRISTMAS 

     Our normal Christmas plans will have to change due to the ongoing Covid 19 Pandemic.  The Oxford 
Ecumenical Food Shelf will not be collecting wrapped Christmas presents for distribution to Food Shelf 
children this year.  We will not be able to use the churches to store the food and toys as we have for so many 
years.  It's just too dangerous for the churches and our volunteers.  Due to health and safety concerns, some 
churches have also notified me they will not be putting out a "Giving Tree" with tags this year.   

     After speaking with Christina St Martin (Vice Chair), and some other Council members, we have come up 
with some thoughts of how to proceed for this Christmas.  Instead of collecting presents, we are asking for 
donations of $20 Gift Cards from stores where toys are sold, such as Walmart, Target, Barnes and Noble, and 
Amazon, etc.  These cards will be handed out to the families on Thursday, December 17. Families can then use 
the gift cards to buy presents for their own children.  

     We would like to ask that gift cards be placed into your church collection baskets or 
mailed to your church no later than December 13th, so that the SVDP Society can bring them 
to the Food Shelf by December 17th.  This will allow us time to purchase more gift cards if 
we need to.  

For Christmas 2020 we are trying to distribute the following items to each family (approx. 180 families). 

 a frozen turkey (I believe we can get these donated to us.) 
 a weekly box of food (we provide) 
 a $25 Gift Card to Market Basket for Christmas dinner food (we buy) 
 a $20 Gift Card for every child from infant to 17 years old (donated by the churches) 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

We will be holding classes bi-monthly (every other week) at the usual times (Mondays 3:30-4:45 PM, Grades 1-3; 

Mondays 6-7:15 PM, Grades 4-10). We are accepting registrations for this new year.  

This week: Monday, December 7, 2020 Classes – Grades 1-3 & 10       

Parents who have concerns regarding their child’s health or well-being during the pandemic and about their child’s 

participation in religious education on-site this year should contact Peggy Moynahan at the religious education 

office 1-508-987-8892.  

RELIGIOUS   EDUCATION   PROGRAM 



 



 
By Dr. Scott Hahn 

Straighten the Path 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent (Cycle B) 

 

Readings 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

Psalm 85:9-14 

2 Peter 3:8-14 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

Our God is coming. The time of exile - the long separation of humankind from God due to sin - is about to end. 

This is the good news proclaimed in today's liturgy.  

 

Isaiah in today's First Reading promises Israel's future release and return from captivity and exile. But as today's 

Gospel shows, Israel's historic deliverance was meant to herald an even greater saving act by God - the coming 

of Jesus to set Israel and all nations free from bondage to sin, to gather them up and carry them back to God.   

 

God sent an angel before Israel to lead them in their exodus towards the promised land (see Exodus 23:20). And 

He promised to send a messenger of the covenant, Elijah, to purify the people and turn their hearts to the Father 

before the day of the Lord (see Malachi 3:1, 23-24).  

 

John the Baptist quotes these, as well as Isaiah's prophecy, to show that all of Israel's history looks forward to 

the revelation of Jesus. In Jesus, God has filled in the valley that divided sinful humanity from himself. He has 

reached down from heaven and made His glory to dwell on earth, as we sing in today's Psalm.  

 

He has done all this, not for humanity in the abstract, but for each of us. The long history of salvation has led us 

to this Eucharist, in which our God again comes and our salvation is near. And each of us must hear in today's 

readings a personal call. Here is your God, Isaiah says. He has been patient with you, Peter says in today's 

Epistle.  

 

Like Jerusalem's inhabitants in the Gospel, we have to go out to Him, repenting our sins, all the laziness and 

self-indulgence that make our lives a spiritual wasteland. We have to straighten out our lives, so that everything 

we do leads us to Him.  

 

Today, let us hear the beginning of the gospel and again commit ourselves to lives of holiness and devotion.  

A service of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 

www.SalvationHistory.com 

 

 

 

 



 


