
    

 
St. Ann's Church 

652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Ann's Church 
652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537                                           

Rectory # 508-987-8892  

To help us to keep in touch with you please email us at stannsrectory@hotmail.com  

Please check out our website for live streamed Masses www.stannschurch.us   

Please send prayer requests to StAnnParishPrayerline@hotmail.com 
Fr. Michael Lavallee, Pastor     

Deacon James Denning (Retired) 
Mary Lajoie, Administrative Assistant  

Peggy Moynahan, Religious Education Secretary 
Dennis O’Brien, Maintenance Director 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Confessions will be heard in the parish hall on Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30 pm or by appointment.   

Our  Mass schedule is Saturday, Mass 4:00 pm & Sunday, Mass 10:00 am                               

(The 4:00 pm Mass is live streamed directly to our website www.stannschurch.us ) 

Join us for weekly Bible Study lead by Fr. Michael on Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the 
church or on-line via Zoom. We gather to reflect upon the gospel readings for the coming 
Sunday in a group setting. For instructions on how to join by Zoom, please send email 
to ZoomGoodSt.Ann@outlook.com  

February 7, 2021 
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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

     In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus rises “very early before dawn” and goes “off to a deserted place” 
where He prays. People are looking for Him day and night and His life is very full…but Jesus 
prioritizes time with God and makes time for it in His daily routine. Jesus seeks out quiet, getting 
away from distractions so that He could commune with His Father in Heaven. 

     Jesus leaves us His example to consider. If the Son of God needed daily time in prayer to receive 
grace and direction from God, shouldn’t we? 

     Prayer must take place in our lives much more than once a week at Mass. It should be a part of 
our daily rhythms, as natural as eating, sleeping or breathing. As much as we need food for our 
body, sleep at the end of a long and busy day and air to take into our lungs for oxygen, our souls 
need prayer to feed the longings of our hearts. 

     How important is prayer to us? Our desire for prayer is a way to gauge how we are doing in our 
relationship with God. The more we need prayer, the more we want to spend time with God, the 
more we are deepening our friendship with Christ. The Mass is the greatest prayer. As we hunger 
for the Eucharist and long for sacramental grace we experience within these God’s greater desire 
for us. When we receive the Sacraments we respond to God’s love calling us into communion with 
Himself. 

     The coming season of Lent is a time in which we look seriously at our faith lives. May our 
reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel help us to see ourselves and our friendship with Christ more 
clearly.   In Christ, Fr. Michael. 

In Christ, Fr. Michael 

 

 

50/25/25 CLUB-2021 

$10.00 per Membership  

50% to Parish                                 

2 WINNERS 25%  to each Winner 

All proceeds will benefit 

 St. Ann’s Parish 

Drawing: February 6, 2021 
After the 4:00 pm Mass 

Sunshine Ministry February Birthdays 

 

Mary Walsh 

Richard Escolas 

Eileen Stefan 

Linda J. Harris 

Haley Tippitt 

Kathyrn Lane "100" years young 

Paul McMaster 

 



  
 

 
 
Saturday, Feb. 6 4:00 pm Doris Choiniere, requested by the family. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 7 10:00 am Walter P. McCarthy, requested by the family  
 
Monday, Feb.8 8:30am James Brook, Jr., requested by Brian Quillia. 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 8:30 am William P. Hornyak, Jr., requested by Fr. Michael. 
 
Wed., Feb. 10 8:30 am All Souls Intentions of Anna Gemme. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 11 8:30 am Ryan Jones, requested by David Dumais. 
 
Saturday Feb. 13 4:00 pm Louis Renaud, requested by his daughter Dee. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 14 10:00 am Bob Marsh, requested by Fr. Michael.  
 
 

Offertory for the weekend of January 30 & 31 
Offertory   $3,262.00 
Online Giving   $    450.00 (through 2/4) 
Children’s offering  $        4.00 
Bottles & Cans   $      10.00 
Maintenance  $    105.00 
Fuel    $    185.00 
Catholic Free Press  $    118.00 
Other    $    235.00 
Total     $ 4,369.00 

SVDP    $    90.00 
Online  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY APPEAL 2021 
     Our parish has begun conducting the Partners in Charity Appeal. In order to be prepared to prayerfully consider 

this annual request from Bishop McManus, we have attached an online version of this year's Appeal Video and a 

digital 2021 Appeal Brochure. Visit:  https://vimeo.com/499697734 
 

     Thanks to all our parishioners who have made their gift to the 2021 Partners in Charity Appeal. St. Ann's Goal is 

$40,000.00.  If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please visit partners-charity.net to do it online or request a 

pledge envelope from the Rectory.  Partners in Charity, formerly known as the Bishop’s Fund, is the Annual Appeal 

for the Diocese of Worcester, serving 27 charitable, educational, and pastoral ministries. Through your generous 

support we are able to serve thousands of families and individuals in Worcester County through outreach, formation, 

evangelization, and worship. Thank you! Total of donations $ 7,455.00 
  
 

https://vimeo.com/499697734
http://www.partners-charity.net/


 

 
 

 

 Office Hours at the Rectory are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9-12.                                 

  Fr. Michael will be available to meet with parishioners in the parish hall at this time.    

 The flag on the flag pole at the Fr. Dennis Rocheford memorial in front of the Rectory has become 
frayed. If anyone would like to donate a flag to replace it, please contact us at the Rectory. Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

If you are a parishioner and are in need of assistance, please call #508- 987-8892 and leave 
a message on the SVDP private line and someone from the SVDP will return your call. 
Maybe you have lost your job and are behind on your utilities or can't afford to have oil 
delivered. We can help. We also can point you in the direction of other resources that are 
available.                 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Tuesday evening Rosary group will be meeting weekly from 6-6:30 PM. Join us to pray for the needs 
of the Church, world, nation and community. All are welcome!  

 

 

 

This week: Monday, February 8, 2021.   Grades 4-9.  

Parents who have concerns regarding their child’s 

health or well-being during the pandemic and about 

their child’s participation in religious education on-

site this year should contact Peggy Moynahan at the 

religious education office 1-508-987-8892.  

RELIGIOUS   EDUCATION   

PROGRAM 

 



 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE Lenten fast and abstinence regulations for the Diocese of Worcester are as 

follows: • Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash 

Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. • Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eighteen (18) 

years of age but not yet fifty- nine (59) years of age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. • Those who are bound to fast 

may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to one's 

needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these 

prescribed Lenten penitential practices.  

2021 Lenten Program 
We are excited about our online Lenten program this year. 

Let me explain. 

Perhaps you have heard of Matthew Kelly of Dynamic Catholic. He has written many books about the 

spiritual life. These books are very practical and informative. 

Each Lent he develops a program called Best Lent Ever. 

By signing up for this free program you get access to a daily e-mail which includes a short video and 

some reflection. This year the book he is using is called: I Heard God Laugh- a practical guide to Life’s 

essential Daily habit (Prayer). We are ordering copies of this book and will be available in a few weeks. 

So all you have to do is sign up and wait for the e-mails starting Feb. 17- Ash Wednesday. 

Here is how you sign up: 

Go to dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever 

Complimentary books will be distributed after the Masses on February 6 & 7 and February 13 & 14. 

If you are unable to come to Mass, please contact the Rectory at 508-987-8892 to arrange to pick up a 

book. Limited delivery of the book is available by contacting Deacon Jim at 508-762-8879. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
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February 4, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

One of my great joys as your Bishop is to work with so many dedicated priests who have served you and our 

diocese faithfully throughout their lives. One of my weighty responsibilities is to care for them in their old age. 

 

I write to ask your support for the new Ash Wednesday Collection that will assist the retired priests of the Diocese 

of Worcester. Unlike the December collection for Retired Religious which supports sisters, brothers and priests of 

religious orders throughout the country, the Ash Wednesday collection will be dedicated to those priests ordained 

for the Diocese of Worcester who do not benefit from the December collection. 

 

We currently have 50 retired priests. In the next nine years an additional 42 priests will reach the retirement age of 

75. Our annual costs for health insurance, housing and monthly stipends for retired priests have recently run 

between $2.2 million - $2.6 million. While Partners in Charity, Celebrate Priesthood and the endowments from 

Forward in Faith and Legacy of Hope have and will continue to support priest retirement, we have had annual 

shortfalls in funding to meet those obligations.  

 

We recently made changes to retirement benefits for priests who have not yet retired. Those measures are 

expected to save up to $12 million through 2050. However, in the short run, deficits up to $374,000 per year are 

projected through 2031. The purpose of the Ash Wednesday collection is to help eliminate those deficits and 

strengthen the sustainability of decent care for our retired priests. 

 

Our retired priests have cared for us and our families throughout the decades. Please consider beginning this Lent 

with a sacrificial gift to the Ash Wednesday Collection on February 17 to support our retired priests. 

 

I am very grateful for your support of all of our Diocesan efforts and for your consideration of this request.  Thank 

you and God bless you. 

 

With every prayerful best wish I remain, 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester 

 





 
By Dr. Scott Hahn 

Raised to Serve 

 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle B) 

 

Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

Psalm 147:1-6 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 

Mark 1:29-39 

 

In today's First Reading, Job describes the futility of life before Christ.  

 

His lament reminds us of the curse of toil and death placed upon Adam following his original sin (see Genesis 

3:17-19). Men and women are like slaves seeking shade, unable to find rest. Their lives are like the wind that 

comes and goes.  

   

But, as we sing in today's Psalm, He who created the stars, promised to heal the brokenhearted and gather those 

lost in exile from Him (see Isaiah 11:12; 61:1). We see this promise fulfilled in today's Gospel.  

 

Simon's mother-in-law is like Job's toiling, hopeless humanity. She is laid low by affliction but too weak to save 

herself.  

 

But as God promised to take His chosen people by the hand (see Isaiah 42:6), Jesus grasps her by the hand and 

helps her up. The word translated "help" is actually Greek for raising up. The same verb is used when Jesus 

commands a dead girl to arise (see Mark 5:41-42). It's used again to describe His own resurrection (see Mark 

14:28; 16:7). 

 

What Jesus has done for Simon's mother-in-law, He has done for all humanity - raised all of us who lay dead 

through our sins (see Ephesians 2:5).  

 

Notice all the words of totality and completeness in the Gospel. The whole town gathers; all the sick are brought 

to Him. He drives out demons in the whole of Galilee. Everyone is looking for Christ.  

 

We too have found Him. By our baptism, He healed and raised us to live in His presence (see Hosea 6:1-2).  

 

Like Simon's mother-in-law, there is only one way we can thank Him for the new life He has given us. We must 

rise to serve Him and His gospel.  

 

Our lives must be our thanksgiving, as Paul describes in today's Epistle. We must tell everyone the good news, 

the purpose for which Jesus has come - that others, too, may have a share in this salvation. 

 

A service of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 

www.SalvationHistory.com 
 



 


