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St. Ann's Church 
652 Main Street, PO Box 488, North Oxford, MA 01537                                           

Rectory # 508-987-8892  

To help us to keep in touch with you please email us at stannsrectory@hotmail.com  

Please check out our website for live streamed Masses www.stannschurch.us   

Please send prayer requests to StAnnParishPrayerline@hotmail.com 
Fr. Michael Lavallee, Pastor     

Deacon James Denning (Retired) 
Mary Lajoie, Administrative Assistant  

Peggy Moynahan, Religious Education Secretary 
Dennis O’Brien, Maintenance Director 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Confessions will be heard in the parish hall on Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30 pm or by appointment.   

Our Mass schedule is Saturday, Mass 4:00 pm & Sunday, Mass 10:00 am                               

(The 4:00 pm Mass is live streamed directly to our website www.stannschurch.us ) 

Join us for weekly Bible Study lead by Fr. Michael on Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the 
church or on-line via Zoom. We gather to reflect upon the gospel readings for the coming 
Sunday in a group setting. For instructions on how to join by Zoom, please send email 
to ZoomGoodSt.Ann@outlook.com  

April 4, 2021 
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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

     On behalf of St. Ann’s clergy and staff I would like to wish all of you a blessed and joyous Easter. 

Christ is Risen! As we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord we understand that without this 

momentous event there would be no Church, no Christian faith and no source of enduring hope for the 

world. 

     Easter is God’s definitive triumph over evil and death. Jesus’ Resurrection, after three days in the 

tomb, fully confirms and validates the message of the Gospel. The first Christians confidently brought 

the Gospel to their friends, neighbors and world because of their unshakable faith in the Resurrection of 

the Lord. 

     Yet, Easter at first came quietly to the disciples. Early on Sunday morning, they discovered the tomb 

of Jesus empty and wondered what had happened to His body. None of them seem to have remembered 

that at least four times before His Passion, Jesus had predicted that He would rise again. Yet, we ask 

whether they did in fact remember but discounted what Jesus said out of incredulity. 

     The empty tomb of Jesus brought the disciples to a crucial decision-point. Would they believe that 

Jesus had risen from the dead as He said or would they discount the evidence? In John 20:29, the Risen 

Christ makes it clear to His friends “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed!” Jesus’ 

words remind us that faith is often actively believing without hard, scientific facts as proofs. 

     Jesus’ words in John 20:29 speak directly to us, the Christians of later times. We live thousands of 

years after His tomb was found empty on Easter morning and He appeared to His friends in His 

resurrected body. Yet, we are called to faith in the Lord nonetheless. Jesus implies that our faith in Him 

and in the Church He founded is more “blessed” or worthy of merit than belief based on proofs. This is 

because it is more challenging. 

     Last year at this time churches were closed and we could not have a public celebration of Easter. 

Some of us watched Holy Week and Easter Masses on livestream and received blessings from Fr. 

Michael on Easter morning, from their cars, in the fire station parking lot. We have all lived through an 

incredible year of great fear, suffering and instability. Some of us have lost family members and friends 

to the coronavirus while others have remained separated from family and friends because of this illness. 

     What has gotten us through this incredible time? God’s faithful say that without their faith they could 

not have endured it. Faith in Jesus has made the difference for us. It has buoyed our weary souls and 

given us hope. It has made us value each other, our Church, the Sacraments, our parish and the 

community more than ever. Indeed, life is better with faith than without it. With faith we know that we 

are never alone and that the same Jesus who died and rose so many ages ago in Israel is still with us 

according to His promise in Matthew 28:20 “I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 

     This Easter, may the decision the empty tomb of our Savior brings us to make us decide for Christ 

and choose to accept the grace of faith now and always.  

 Easter Blessings, Fr. Michael 



  
 

 
 
Saturday, April 3     7:30 pm For the Health & Well-Being of Nancy and Ann. 
 
Sunday, April 4      8:00 am Normand Lavallee, requested by Barbara & Fr. Michael.  
 

10:00 am Easter Flower Memorials. 
 
No Morning Masses this week due to Fr. Michael being on vacation. 
    
Saturday, April 10   4:00 pm Marcel LeClair, requested by David Dumais. 
 
Sunday, April 11  10:00 am Ernest Balasz, requested by Deb Cashman. 
 

Easter Flower Memorials 
Lorraine Casavant, Genevieve & James Ferullo, John & Claire Leahy, Victoria Flynn, Chip 
Schneider, Leah Cooke, Richard Marley, Stanley J. Kravetz, Richard LaMountain, Jr. Robert 
Stone, deceased members of the Stone Family, deceased members of the LeBlanc Family, 
Loius Abdella, Margaret Moore, Raymond Moore, Walter Baxter, Robert Lawson, George 
Gemme, Aloysius & Agnes Gillet, Gerald & Violet Lajoie, Walter P. McCarthy, Normadin 
Family, Baby McCarthy/Smith, Bernard Chesties, Ettore & Francesca Perini, Thersa Durka,  
Joseph & Camilla Avolese, Charles, Rita & Bill Marcelonis, Roy Thomas, Louis Iovieno, Sr,     
Al Krasinskas. 
 

Easter Flower Donations 
Barbara O’Brien, Christine Sendrowski, Edwin & Karen Mirles, Edward & June Deary,                
Mr & Mrs Marc Aresenault, Debra Cashman, Theresa Topalian, Dan & Audrey Coonan, 
Robert & Mabel Zeveska, Mr & Mrs Donald Hanson, Harry & Doris Jarvis, Jana LaMothe,   
Diane Hicks, David Dumais, Lianne Hanlon. 
 
 

Offertory for the weekend of March 27 & 28 
Offertory   $1,580.00 
Children's Offertory $        4.00 
Online Giving   $    395.00 (through 3/31) 
Maintenance  $      60.00 
Bottles & Cans  $      40.00 
Easter Flowers  $    125.00 
Easter Offering  $      20.00 
Total     $ 2,224.00 

Catholic Relief Services $    50.00 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  Office Hours at the Rectory are Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 9-12.                                 

  Fr. Michael will be available to meet with parishioners in the parish hall at this time.   

 No daily Masses for the week of April 5 through April 8. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

If you are a parishioner and are in need of assistance, please call #508- 987-8892 and leave 
a message on the SVDP private line and someone from the SVDP will return your call. 
Maybe you have lost your job and are behind on your utilities or can't afford to have oil 
delivered. We can help. We also can point you in the direction of other resources that are 
available.                 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Looking ahead to our parish celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday on April 11, I will be holding 

Confessions in the parish hall from 8:30-9:30 AM just prior to Sunday Mass at 10:00 AM. 

In Christ, Fr. Michael 

      Jesus promises to pour out His Mercy upon us in a very 
special way. In the midst of this pandemic, we need Jesus to 
send His mercy upon us to protect us, to strengthen us and to 
be with us. 

     We at St. Ann’s are praying for you that you are safe and 
healthy. We understand that this is a very difficult time for 
you. We join with you. You are not alone: 

Divine Mercy Prayers: Eternal Father, I offer you the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of your dearly beloved Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world. 

For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have mercy upon us and 
the whole world. 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of 
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You. 

Pray these prayers each day and ask for God’s Loving mercy. 
He awaits our prayers. He looks forward to hear from us. I 
look forward to seeing you again real soon. 

Prayerfully, Deacon Jim 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

This week: Monday, April 5 Grades 4-9 LAST CLASS.   
Next week, Monday, April 12 Grades 1-3 and 
Confirmation LAST CLASS. 
Thank you to our catechists, religious education 
families and students for a good year of learning the 
Faith. 
 
Religious Education Upcoming Important Dates: 

Sunday, April 25, 10:00am First Communion at 

10:00am Mass. 

Thursday, May 6, 7:00pm, Confirmation at Sacred 

Heart Church, Webster. 

Sunday, May 9, 10:00am, Welcome Back Mass for 

Confirmation candidates and their families at 

10:00am Mass. 
 

50/25/25 CLUB-2021 

$10.00 per Membership 

50% to Parish                            

25%  to 2 Winners 

All proceeds will benefit 

 St. Ann’s Parish 

Drawing: May 1, 2021 

 

Parish Fundraiser 2021 

     Two coupons have been mailed to all 

parishioners who participated in the first 

drawing.  Additional coupons will be 

available by contacting the Rectory at 508-

987-8892.  

Please join us in this parish fundraiser 

instituted to help the parish through these 

pandemic times. 

 

 





Easter Letter from Bishop McManus  

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     Imagine the joy of Christ’s grieving followers gathered in the Upper Room when on Easter the Risen Lord 

suddenly appeared and said, "Peace be with you." Their joy and peace at Christ's Victory must have been 

unbounded as they recognized Him in their presence. 

     But not all of Christ's followers shared that joy. Saint Thomas, who was absent, experienced not joy but 

doubt. Two other disciples after hearing of Christ's Resurrection, instead of immediately joining the others, 

departed Jerusalem and were downcast. Even when Jesus drew near and spoke to them of the Scriptures, they 

did not recognize Him.  Only in the breaking of the bread (the Eucharist) did they recognize Him. Only then did 

they return to Jerusalem to join the disciples assembled in the Upper Room and share in the joy of Easter. 

     On this Easter Sunday, after a year of COVID isolation, when we seek peace and joy amidst doubts and 

losses we can profitably reflect on the importance of gathering at the Eucharist. As Jesus came to the disciples 

gathered together in Jerusalem so, too, He is most present to us, not in our individual reflections upon the 

Scriptures, but when the Scriptures and Eucharist are celebrated at Mass. 

     It has been a long year with necessary and prudent precautions keeping many of us from Sunday Mass. 

Given the extraordinary circumstances of the COVID pandemic, personal prayer, reading the Scriptures and 

watching the Mass live-streamed have been prudent choices for many. However, such choices are all inferior 

to being present at Sunday Mass and receiving the Holy Eucharist, which the Second Vatican Council 

proclaimed as the source and summit of the Church. Like St. Thomas and the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 

it is harder to recognize Jesus, ward off doubts and avoid being downcast by the trials and tragedies of life 

when we are not nourished by the Eucharist at Sunday Mass. 

     As signs of progress in the COVID pandemic begin to give way to hope for a return to a more normal life, 

and as vaccines become more widely available, it may be time to begin to consider prayerfully a return to 

Sunday Mass. Certainly, everyone needs to consult family and doctors and use prudence taking into account 

one’s own circumstances and health.  Our parishes will continue to require masks and social distancing and 

employ sanitary precautions.  As society moves towards reopening, may the Holy Spirit guide you, along with 

prudent medical advice, in your consideration about coming back to Sunday Mass in the weeks and months 

ahead. 

 

With every prayerful best wish for a joyous Easter, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus  

Bishop of Worcester 



 
By Dr. Scott Hahn 

New Morning 
 

Easter Sunday (Cycle B) 

 

Acts 10:34, 37-43 

Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

Colossians 3:1-4  

John 20:1-9 

 

The tomb was empty. In the early morning darkness of that first Easter, there was only confusion for Mary 

Magdalene and the other disciples. But as the daylight spread, they saw the dawning of a new creation.  

 

At first they didn't understand the Scripture, today's Gospel tells us. We don't know which precise Scripture 

texts they were supposed to understand. Perhaps it was the sign of Jonah, who rose from the belly of the great 

fish after three days (see Jonah 1:17). Or maybe Hosea's prophecy of Israel's restoration from exile (see Hosea 

6:2). Perhaps it was the psalmist who rejoiced that God had not abandoned him to the nether world (see Psalm 

16:9-10).  

 

Whichever Scripture it was, as the disciples bent down into the tomb, they saw and they believed. What did they 

see? Burial shrouds in an empty tomb. The stone removed from the tomb. Seven times in nine verses we hear 

that word - "tomb."  

 

What did they believe? That God had done what Jesus said He would do - raised Him up on the third day (see 

Mark 9:31; 10:34).  

 

What they saw and believed, they bore witness to, as today's First Reading tells us. Peter's speech is a summary 

of the gospels - from Jesus' baptism in the Jordan to His hanging on a tree (see Deuteronomy 21:22-23), to His 

rising from the dead.  

 

We are children of the apostles, born into the new world of their witness. Our lives are now "hidden with Christ 

in God," as today's Epistle says.  Like them, we gather in the morning on the first day of the week - to celebrate 

the Eucharist, the feast of the empty tomb.  

 

We rejoice that the stones have been rolled away from our tombs, too. Each of us can shout, as we do in today's 

Psalm: "I shall not die, but live." They saw and believed. And we await the day they promised would come - 

when we, too, "will appear with Him in glory."  

 

A service of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 

www.SalvationHistory.com 



 


