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Second Sunday of Lent February 21,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cava-
naugh, Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Fal-
cone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, William 
Kilminster,Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina 
Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher 
Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
How  are your priorities 
affected by your faith in 
Jesus Christ?

For Children:
When  you have important 
choices to make, do you and 
your family pray to make the 
right choice?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
Monthly Clothing Collection
This Week
 Confessions, Mon., 7 pm
 Women’s Guild, Tues. 1 pm 
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Wed., 7 pm
 Having Mercy Faith Group, Thurs.,9 am
 Stations of the Cross, Fri., 7 pm

Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.
 Central & Eastern Europe Collection
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Women’s Guild
The next Women’s Guild meeting is 

Feb 23, 1 pm.  It’s Bingo Night again. 
Please bring two wrapped gifts All are 
welcome .

Ministry to the Homebound
If you know a homebound person who 

would like communion and/or on a regular 
basis, if you are ministering in that way 
OR if you can visit and/or bring com-
munion to a homebound person, please 
fill out the form on the info rack in the 
vestibule.

2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Serving Christ Among Us
If you received a final request from 

our Bishop asking for your support of 
the 2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, please 
respond as your means permit. The Ap-
peal is essential to the work of the Church 
in reaching out to those in great need who 
come to our Catholic Charities agencies.

It also supports seminarian education, 
inner-city area education and our priests’ 
retirement residence. Every gift is impor-
tant so whatever you can do is a blessing. 
Please respond today.

May God bless you for your support!



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Third Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Exodus 3:5-1-15

When he was a young man, Moses had slain 
an Egyptian official, and he had to flee into the 
desert near Mount Sinai (sometimes called Mount 
Horeb). In the ensuing years, he settled down, 
married and worked as a shepherd. Now, prob-
ably thinking he had a quiet future, his life takes 
at different turn.

Second Reading: 1` Corinthians  10:1-12
 Paul did not want his Corinthian converts to 
be overconfident. They were saved by their faith 
in Jesus, but they still needed to live a daily life 
pleasing to God. (In this passage, we will hear 
Paul refer to an interesting piece of Jewish folk-
lore not found in the Bible. The legend is that the 
rock from which God gave them water followed 
them wherever they went in their desert wander-
ings.)

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Genesis 15:5-18; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28-36

Courage & Vulnerability in Lent
Suggested Reflection Questions

• If God is our light and our salvation then we have no 
need to fear. What (or whom) do you fear most? 
Share that fear with a priest during a Lenten confes-
sion. How can you find the courage to face this fear? 

• Paul instructs those in Philippi their citizenship is not 
of this world but of heaven. Christ will take our vul-
nerable, human bodies and make them like his own 
glorified body. Why does Paul suggest that bodies are 
also part of God’s plan for our sanctification? Why 
not just souls? If bodies are so important to God, 
how does this impact the way we treat other people? 

• The disciples wait as Jesus — clothed in glorious light — 
converses with Moses and Elijah on the mountaintop. 
They are filled with wonder and fear. The voice of God 
proclaims that Jesus is the Son of God and the disciples 
should listen to him. The majesty they witnessed causes 
them to feel afraid and the reassurance they receive  
gives them courage to follow Jesus on his journey to 
Jerusalem and the cross. What gives you courage? How 
can this help you follow Jesus through Lent to the cross? 
 

Parish on a Journey

St. Patrick Day 
Party

Saturday, March 19
6 - 10 pm

VFW Hall
Morris Plains

We're 
READY
are you?

$30 per 
person

Kids 
under 15 

free

If you give us their emails,  we'll send 
Evites to your friends!

Reservation Envelopes in Vestibule 
or at stthommore.weshareonline.org



Preparing for Easter
Fullness of Life
God of the covenant,
in the Transfiguration you revealed Jesus as 

your beloved Son.
Help us to see the glory of your Son
and forever be in awe of his presence.
Grant that, during our Lenten journey,
our hearts be filled with the light of your Son
so that we might remain steadfast on the 

path of discipleship
we committed to in Baptism.
Help us to empty ourselves and embrace 

your Passion
so that, on the day of Resurrection,
we may joyfully share in the fullness of life.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Heifer Project Almsgiving Opportunity
Heifer International works to end hunger and poverty 

and care for the earth. By giving families a hand-up, not 
just a hand-out, they are empowered to turn lives of hunger 
into self-reliance and hope.

With gifts of livestock and training, families improve 
nutrition and generate income in sustainable ways. Fami-
lies agree to give one animal offspring to another family 
in need. True Passing on the Gift – a cornerstone of the 
Heifer International mission, an ever-expanding network of 
hope and peace.

Make a donation 
to purchase animals 
for needy families. 
You can also donate 
a share of an animal, 
begin at $10. There 
are forms in the ves-
tibule. Make checks payable to St. Thomas More. We will 
send one big check to Heifer International when Easter 
arrives, bringing resurrection or new life in the form of 
livestock to many poor families around the globe. You 
can also make your contributions electronically at www.
stthommore.weshareonine.org. 

Six Minutes a Day For Lent 
This small black booklet of prayers and 

reflections for the Lenten Season, based on 
the writings of the late Bishop Untener of 
Saginaw. MI has become a popular staple 
throughout the country. Bishop Untener’s 
goal was to help people find six minutes of 
quiet time each day during Lent and work 
through the booklet one day at a time. There are LARGE 
PRINT copies. 

The Little Purple Books are available for children.
For those who wish to do so, we are inviting people to 

make a donation of $1 for the hungry. These donations 
can be placed in the poorbox, which is now the candle 
safe at St. Thomas More Statue in the vestibule. 

Film on Friday
Peter and Paul is a mini-series, 

starring Anthony Hopkins and 
Robert Foxworth. The two most 
important figures of the found-
ing of the Christian Church are 

considered to be Peter and Paul. Since this is a three hour 
series, it will be divided over three weeks: Friday Feb., 
26, Mar. 4 & Mar. 11. Since Fridays are meet less, we will 
provide drinks, pizza and either salad or soup. If we find a 
suitable film for another week, we will extend it. 

To prepare for this program, we purchased a variety of 
new dvds about the early church. They are in our video 
lending library.

Feasting ...  then Fasting .... then Easter Feasting again
Rice Bowl - CRS
Hungering to Give Back

This week, CRS Rice Bowl takes 
us to Laos, where Hongkham is using 
her love of cooking to provide for her 
family—and feed an entire school. 
How do we use our passions and gifts 
for the betterment of those we meet? 
Visit crsricebowl.org for more. Bowls are collected on 
Holy Thursday. 

CRS’ mobile app offers daily reflections sent directly to 
your phone during Lent. Learn about this year’s featured 
countries, prepare simple meals, all from your phone! 
Available at www.CRSRiceBowl.org/app.

Having Mercy 
A way to  respond to Pope Francis’ 
conviction that God is a God of all 

mercy and that we respond to God’s 
mercy by living mercy in our own 
lives. 

A program with examples, 
Scripture, and questions for dis-
cussion to help find pathways to 

understand and live Mercy more fully in our lives. 
Two opportunities to be part of this program: Wednes-

day evenings at 7 pm and Thursday mornings at 9 am.

Stations of the Cross 
Friday Evenings, 7 pm

This devotion has captured the spirit 
of Lent for centuries. It is part of the 
first leg of the Lenten tripod —fasting.  

Confessions on Mondays 
of Lent

Confessions are heard in most 
churches in the area on the Mon-
days of Lent. There are confessions 
at STM on the Mondays of March, 
beginning at 7 pm. . The parish 
Reconciliation Service, celebrating 
the communal nature of both sin 
and reconciliation will take place 

on Monday March 14 at 7 pm.  

JESUS THE HEALER
Meditation on Healing

March 4, 8 PM
We need helpers for this program 
preparing the church and food for 

the teen  mystery players





Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

2nd Sunday in Lent
John & Rottie Martin,  5 pm
Bruno Tagioferri, 11 am

Marilyn Jorgensen – Tues..
Ann Pacous —Thurs.
Arthur Colaiacovo —Sat.

3rd Sunday in Lent
John Martin,  5 pm
Robert Struven, 9 am

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 3331
Monthly Collection: $ 1535
January online Contributions: $ 1425 

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

Central & Eastern Europe Collection
Bishop Serratelli reminds us that in 

Armenia, many children live on the street 
because of poor family situations or the 
need to earn their own money. Sisters of 
the Immaculate Conception have used a 
grant from this collection to fund a camp 
for 850 orphans who live in extreme 
poverty or live in poor isolated villages-
These children play together, socialize and 
learn about their faith. They experience the 
encouraging love and support that is miss-
ing in their lives. This opportunity is often 
life-changing. Your contributions help 
projects like this one as well as funding 
for seminaries, youth ministries, pastoral 
centers and church construction. Please be 
as generous as possible 

Jesus the Healer
Join us on Friday, March 4, 8 pm to wit-

ness an outstanding experience of healing 
presented by the  Franciscan Mystery Play-
ers of Notre Dame Church, N. Caldwell

Depicting Jesus’ healing ministry and 
Passion and death, this moving, dramatic 
meditation connects with individuals who 
are experiencing suffering in their lives. 
The play is now in its sixteenth year of 
production, and thousands of people have 
been touched by its message of comfort 
and love. This event promises to have a 
significant impact on our spiritual journey 
- we strongly encourage adults and young 
people to attend! (Note: Since the play 
addresses subjects of suffering and death, 
some parents may find the play unsuitable 
for children under the age of 7)

Who, Where Why, How ...
Why do we fast?
Early Christians fasted Wednesday and Friday in imitation of Christ’s desert fast. 

In the beginning, Lent was a one or two day fast to prepare for Easter. it eventually 
expanded to forty days of strict fast: one daily meal with no meat, fish, eggs or dairy. 

Pre Vatican II Catholics grew up under  a  similar  discipline. On Feb. 17, 1966 Pope 
Paul Vl eliminated all but two fast days of Lent: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

The Pope deemphasized the Lenten fast to remind us that penance should be a 
routine part of Christian life, not just in Lent, and to see penance not as punishment for 
sins but a sort of medicine we apply to the wounds sin has inflicted on us and society. 

Sin is basically self assertion, putting oneself before all else. This selfish posture 
leaves us less capable of helping our neighbor. By giving to the poor the grocery or 
restaurant money we save by our fasting, we begin to heal the wounds that hatred and 
violence have inflicted on humankind. 



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
PO Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

(4  Convent Rd.  Morr istown)
973-267-5330     email:  info@stmnj.org

Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103
Fr. Das Choondassery (in residence), ext. 108

Pray 
for

Peace




