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Third Sunday of Lent

Religious Ed
Pound A Week
Central & Eastern Europe Collection

This Week
Confessions, Mon., 7 pm
Having Mercy Faith Group, Wed., 7 pm
Having Mercy Faith Group, Thurs.,9 am
Pastoral Council Mtg., Thurs. 7:30 pm
Film on Friday, Fri. noon
Jesus the Healer, Fri., 8 pm

Next Sunday
Religious Ed.

Every Sunday
Pound A Week

Coming
St. Patrick’s Day Party, Mar. 19

Twenty-Four Hours for the Lord

St. Margaret Church, along with the
two other Jubilee Centers welcome all for
prayer and the Sacrament of Penance from
Friday at 2 pm until Saturday, 2 pm. There
is time for adoration and prayer. Confes-
sions will be heard from 2 pm until 6:45
pm. A Penance Service with confessions
will take place from 7 pm until midnight..
There will be a vigil of prayer throughout
the night. Confessions will be heard on
Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm, which ends
the 24 hours of prayer.

Caregiver Conference

An event with three workshops:

*Food Choices for Healthy Bodies,
Minds and Finances

*Tips for Financial Caregiving*

*Are You Legally Prepared?
Sat. April 2, 8:30am-1pm, St. John Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church, 60 N. Jefferson
Rd., Whippany.

Shroud of Turin Presentation
Mar. 9, 7:30-9 pm, St. Paul Inside
the Walls: Registration: : http://inside-

thewalls.org/shrouded-in-mystery
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Please remember the sick and homebound of our ¢
Parish. ko

We are all called to prayer. As a faith community, >
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend

Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cava-
naugh, Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Fal-
cone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, William
Kilminster,Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina
Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher
Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
What important work
could bear fruit in your life
right now if you have
more confidence in God's
loving care?

For Children:
What great work would you
like to do as you grow older?
What can you do to begin
now?

Luke 13

ONE DAY A MAN WALKED UP TO ME,
LOOKING FOR FRUIT ON MY BRANCHES;

= AMD SAYING, “THERE'D BETTER BE FRUIT A\(
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IS THERE
ANYTHING
IN YOUR
LIFE THAT
STILL
NEEDS
FIXING?
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Plarich on a Journey

OVER THE LAST MONTH THE PAs-
TORAL COUNCIL HAS BEEN MEETING
TO DISCUSS THEIR ROLE IN PARISH
PLANNING AND DIRECTION. IT IS FIRST
AND FOREMOST A MINISTERIAL ROLE
WITHIN A PARISH COMMUNITY.

DISCUSSION IS ALWAYS SITUATED
WITHIN OUR OWN PARISH— OUR
UNIQUENESS, OUR NEEDS AND OUR
FUTURE. SINCE GROWTH IS A CON-
CERN, A MARKETING EXPERT PARISH-
IONER OFFERED SOME INSIGHTS ON
HOW WE CAN MARKET OURSELVES
MORE EFFECTIVELY USING CURRENT
TRENDS AND TECHOLOGIES.

MORE TO COME!

PREPARING FOR
NEXT WEEK'S LITURGY

Fourth Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12
After Moses died, God selected Joshua to lead
the Israelites. In this reading, Joshua and the
Israelites have just crossed the Jordan River and
now at long last are in the Promised Land.

Second Reading: 2" Corinthians 5:17-21

Some members of the Corinthian community
found it hard to accept Paul’s teachings. They
challenged his credentials and sincerity as an
apostle because he was not an eyewitness to the
earthly life of Jesus. In this passage, Paul defends
his ministry as an apostle.

God's Grace i< Young Enough

For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Exodus 3:115; | Corinthians 10:1-6, 10:12; Luke 13:1-9

Encountering God in the World
Suggested Reflection Questions

* Moses is tending the flock of his father-in-law. Amidst
the desert at the base of Mount Horeb, he observes
a bush blazing with fire but not consumed by the
flames. The curiosity of Moses compels him to inves-
tigate this phenomenon. It is curiosity that leads Mo-
ses to an encounter with God that forever changes
his life and the lives and story and tradition of an
entire people. Has your sense of curiosity about the
natural world ever yielded an opportunity to experi-
ence the presence of God? How can you incorporate
Moses’ quiet watchfulness into your own busy life??

Jesus tells the parable of the fig tree. The orchard
owner, frustrated the tree has yet to bear fruit, instructs
the gardener to chop it down. The gardener suggests
the tree receive extra care, nurture, and cultivation to be
fruitful. Is there a relationship with a friend, colleague,
family member, or significant other you’ve been tempt-
ed to end because it doesn’t seem to be fruitful? Can
you, like the gardener, give it the care it deserves to see
if cultivation can help it flourish before cutting it down?
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Sunpay, Fesruary 28, 2016
THIRD SunDAY OF LENT; FIRST SCRUTINY OF THE ELECT
Scrutinize your intentions
Those wishing te join the Catholic Church ge through a process
that involves a great deal of reflection and self-examination. The
rest of us get to join in on the middle Sundays of Lent when the
“scrutinies” are observed. These ancient rites are meant to help
heal what is broken and strengthen what is upright, We can all
join in, and if you don’t happen to be present at a Mass where
scrutinies are observed, you can still take some quict time today to
reflect on aspects of your life that need some renewing. Lent is the
scason for renewal, so vou are in the right time and place!
Topay's reamiNgs: Year A: Exodus 17:3-7; Romauns 5:1-2, 5-8;
John 4:5-42 (28). “The bour is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nov in Jerusalem.”

Monpay, FEBRUARY 29  LENTEN WEEKDAY
Your faithful companion
God is with you {remember, Jesus said he is with you—and all of
us—always). Sometimes you might forget that. But God's presence
is evident if you pay attention to the expected and unexpected de-
tails of your life. Perhaps you’re struggling with the appropriate re-
sponse to a conflict and the answer comes from your best friend—
cxpected, but surcly a sign of the Spirit’s movement in your life.
Perhaps you’re experiencing the pain of loss and yon somehow
manage to get up and keep going—unexpected, but a welcome sign
of God’s grace. Think back over the past few days and consider the
certain and surprising ways God has been at vour side.

Topay's READINGS: 2 IGngs 5:1-15ab; Luke 4:24-30 (237). “If only

w#y master would present himself.”

Tuespay, MarcH T Lenten weekpay

Stand tall in the midst of hardship

Nobody ever wants to suffer or cxperience hardship. Tough times
can’t always be avoided, but we can choose how we react to them.
We can turn to God and open oursclves to finding a way (however
small or seemingly inadequate) to persevere. Sometimes it might
be a friend or inspirational quote, a fond memory or sheer deter-
mination that carries us through. For Saint Teresa of Avila, for ex-
ample, having courage meant a lot. “To have courage for whatever
comes in life—everything lies in that.” How does God help you

for Faith

Dl enianial.
o buasy Ceathoobios

face hardships? What scripture verses, saints, virtues, or life-giving
techniques do you draw upon for strength?
TonAaY’s READINGS: Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35 (238).
Aszarinh stood up in the five and praved aloud.”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 LENTEN WEEKDAY
Leam from the students
Right now, parishes are preparing to welcome new Catholics on
Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, when adults are baptized
into the church. Lent is the final stage of preparation for these can-
didates, and you are called upon to pray for them as they get ready
to become full members and to welcome them into the community,
Take time to reflect, too, on what the sacraments they are about to
receive—Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist—mean to you,
And recommit yourself to the path they are on—one of spiritual
discovery and formation.

Topay’s READINGS: Desteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 (239),

“.. teach thens to your childven and to your childven’s childven.”

THursDAY, MarcH 3
Feast oF KATHARINE DREXEL, VIRGIN, RELIGIOUS FOUNDER
Can money be sacred?
We call money “filthy lucre,” The love of it is the root of all evil,
Paul tells us. Yet an American heiress and her sisters found a way to
make their wealth a holy thing, The Drexels—Katharine, Elizabeth,
and. Louise—lost their mother carly, and beloved stepmother and
father while the sisters were in their 20s. With the Drexel fortune
at their disposal, they vowed to provide sound educations and job
training to forgotten communitics in this country: post-Civil War
black and Native Americans. Redeem some wealth to holy purposes.
Topay’s READINGS: Jereminh 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 (240). “Walk
in all the ways that 1 command you, so that you may prospen”

FriDAY, MARCH 4 Feast oF Casimir
Gotta hand it to generous Casimir
Traditions sometimes spring from quirky sources, Casimir was
renowned for his generosity toward the sick and poor, and it was
probably in attending the ill during an outbreak that he dicd at the
tender age of 25. An carly painting of the saint depicted him with
two right hands, and legend sprung up that the artist tried to re-
draw the hand in a different place but was unable to paint over the
old hand. Well, perhaps the painter intentionally wanted to leave
Casimir with two right hands to emphasize his generosity. Well
never know, and it doesn’t really matter. Let the extra hand inspire
you to follow Casimir’s example and be a handy giver!
Tobay's READINGS: Hosen 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34 (241), “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself”

Sarurpay, MarRcH 5 Lenten weexpay
Pray. Always.
The humble prayer of the tax collector—*0 God, be merciful to me
a sinner™—in its ntter simplicity is the basis of what is called “The
Jesus Prayer™ “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me,
a sinner,” a favorite in the spirituality of the Eastern Churches. This
prayer, or words like it, is a way to “Pray always,” as Saint Paul
says, since it repeats itself within, even when vou don’t think you’re
praving. What would be your own slowing-down word or phrase!
Let God whisper such words to your heart. Listen. Pray.
Tobay’s READINGS: Hasen 6:1-6; Lithe 18:9-14 (242), “He beat Inis
brenst and praved, ‘O God, be merciful to wie a sinner””

L2016 oy Inueliuest Comrrunicefions. laketivetortaitr.cor; 800-4942-2811; mail @ ta<efivetorfaith.corr. Al rigats reservad. Doy eral sign-up ard Apo cvdlakle online, At may be subject to eddifora
copyrght. Norcarrmerdicl reprints perited with he olowirg cedt: Rearmed wih perission from leketvetotaithcom CI'-FTJIE! ditotions fror the Mew Amedcan Bibls Revisad Ldtion.
Cenicbators: Alice Larils, Peg Leerct, Sister Coleen Gibsor, 551, Carisl Gipao, tethe: Lamy Jarows<, QRR, Sistar Maging Ko
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Preparing for Easter

Mercy

Merciful God,

even when we are slow to repent,

you show us kindness and mercy.

When our hearts are blinded by sin

we turn away from you and slowly wither
like the fig tree.

O God of compassion, renew our hearts

so that, like Moses, we might hear your
nourishing

and life-giving words and turn from sin;

may we bear abundant fruit and be signs of
your mercy to those who live in darkness.

Give us the grace to turn from our worldly
desires

and seek the repentance you graciously offer

so that, standing on holy ground,

we may see your magnificence

and give you glory for ever and ever.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

' LENTEN PRAYER
y 57'. PATRICKDA'V (Inspired by Isaiah 58:1-12)
WE RE FArRTY We have chosen to fast
not with Ashes but with Actions
R E AD}/ SATURDA 7,07” ARCSH 19 not with Sackcloth but in Sharing
AREYOU - o-~10rPm not in Thoughts but in Deeds.
’ VFW HALL We will give up our abundance
hare our food with the hungry.
MorrIs PLAINS tos 8y

We will give up our comfort
to provide homes for the destitute.

We will give up our fashions
to see the naked clothed.

S30pPer We will share where others hoard.
We will free where others oppress.
PZRSON We will heal where others harm.
IDs Then God’s light will break out on us.
/ UnNpDerR 5 God’s healing will quickly appear.
/ FREE God will guide us always.
s

God’s righteousness will go before us.

& =~

IF You GIVE US THEIR EMAILS, WE'LL SEND
EVvITES 1O YOUR FRIENDS!
RESERVATION ENVELOPES IN VESTIBULE
or AT stthommore.weshareonline.org

We will find our joy in the Lord.
We will be like a well watered garden.

We will be called repairers of broken walls.
Together we will feast at God’s Banquet Table.

-- Christine Sine http.//godspace=msa.com




Feasting ... then Fasting .... then Easter Feasting again

Rice Bowl - CRS

Hungering for a Healthy Start

The next stop on our CRS Rice
Bowl journey is the African nation
of Rwanda, where we’re reminded
to care for the unborn. This week we
pray for pregnant mothers, that they
may have the medical and nutritional support they need
to raise healthy, thriving children. Visit crsricebowl.org
for more. Visit crsricebowl.org for more. Bowls are col-
lected on Holy Thursday.

CRS’ mobile app offers daily reflections sent directly to
your phone during Lent. Learn about this year’s featured
countries, prepare simple meals, all from your phone!
Available at www.CRSRiceBowl.org/app.

Having Mercy
A way to respond to Pope Francis’
conviction that God is a God of
all mercy and that we respond to
God’s mercy by living mercy in
our own lives.

A program with examples,
Scripture, and questions for
discussion to help find pathways to understand and live
Mercy more fully in our lives.

Two opportunities to be part of this program: Wednes-
day evenings at 7 pm and Thursday mornings at 9 am.

NO Stations of the Cross

Jesus the Healer, 8 pm s =
This devotion has captured the

spirit of Lent for centuries. It is part

of the first leg of the Lenten tripod

—fasting.

Confessions on Mondays
of Lent

Confessions are heard in most
churches in the area on the Mon-
days of Lent. There are confessions
at STM on the Mondays of March,
beginning at 7 pm. . The parish
Reconciliation Service, celebrating
the communal nature of both sin and reconciliation will
take place on Monday March 14 at 7 pm.

Film on Friday

Peter and Paul is a mini-series,
starring Anthony Hopkins and
Robert Foxworth. The two most
important figures of the found-
ing of the Christian Church are
considered to be Peter and Paul. Since this is a three hour
series, it will be divided over three weeks: Friday Feb.,
26, Mar. 4 & Mar. 11. Since Fridays are meet less, we
will provide drinks, pizza and either salad or soup. If we
find a suitable film for another week, we will extend it.

LUNCH 204 MOVIE!

The Heifer Project Almsgiving Opportunity

Heifer International works to end hunger and poverty
and care for the earth. By giving families a hand-up, not
just a hand-out, they are empowered to turn lives of hunger
into self-reliance and hope.

With gifts of livestock and training, families improve
nutrition and generate income in sustainable ways. Fami-
lies agree to give one animal offspring to another family
in need. True Passing on the Gift — a cornerstone of the
Heifer International mission, an ever-expanding network of
hope and peace.

Make a donation b .t

o purchuse nimals syl N
(-]
HEIFER

You can also donate
INTERMATIONAL

PASS ON
THE GIFT

a share of an animal,
begin at $10. There
are forms in the ves-
tibule. Make checks payable to St. Thomas More. We will
send one big check to Heifer International when Easter
arrives, bringing resurrection or new life in the form of
livestock to many poor families around the globe. You
can also make your contributions electronically at www.
stthommore.weshareonine.org.




Saint Thomas More

‘ Convent Station, New Jersey

C(/ho, a/here Why, #OW ococo

What’s so important about the Easter Vigil?

Sunday Eucharist is the only liturgy older than the Easter Vigil. This liturgy cel-
ebrates the passage from death to life. Beginning in darkness, the fire is lit, the Easter
candle is lighted and the Easter proclamation announced Christ, the Light of the Word
is risen. The several scriptures remind us that God has loved us into freedom and deliv-
erance from the beginning of time.

In the blaze of light, triumphant music, and Easter filled hearts, the Easter Gospel is
proclaimed and we the Church welcome its new members through the sacraments of
Initiation. At the same time, we the already baptized renew our own vows. Easter is the
most ancient and most appropriate time for Baptism and all the sacraments of Initia-
tion. This recalls that in Baptism we “died and were buried with Christ” and raised
with him to newness of life. The Vigil continues with the liturgy of the Eucharist and
completes the sacred Three Days or Triduum, rejoicing with the risen Lord!

Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If
you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry
Bulletin Collection Counters

Finance Council Home/Sick Visits
Lectors/Ministers of Communion Youth Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters

Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office.
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk
to Fr. Joe.

4 Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be
brought to the home of any person permanently or
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out
the form below..

Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to
help keep our records current. Contact the parish
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

[ The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion
[] The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name:

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):

Tel. or email:

Notes &
Remembrances

Remembering our Own

Requests and donations were made in
honor of the following, asking to remember
them at liturgy this week. Please join with
them in prayer and remembrance.

3rSunday in Lent
John Martin, 5 pm
Robert Struven, 9 am

Thomas Fanning — Tues..

4 Sunday in Lent
Rottie Martine, 5 pm
Gerard Schroer, 9 am
Ryan Peel, 11 am
Hugh Enrightl, 7 pm

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6378

Please sign up for electronic giving.
stthommore.weshareonline.org

Recognizing Scouts on March 13
Each year, Scouting recognizes that there
is most often a faith dimension in the lives
of scouts. The National Catholic Commit-
tee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire, and the
National Catholic Committee on Scout-
ing provide programs to integrate a young
person’s catholic formation with her and his
scouting experience. Fr. Joe was fortunate to
have been on one of these committees as they
were developing national religious awards for
scouting. Michael Pizzimenti has participated
in the Light of Christ program and we are
honored Present him with his emblem at the
9 am mass on March 13. There are a number
of scouts and leaders in this parish. We invite
them all to this liturgy in support of Michael
and the value of Scouting in a young person’s
life. Anyone who would like to participate on
this day should contact Fr. Joe.

Jesus the Healer

Join us on Friday 8 pm for an outstand-
ing experience of healing presented by the
Franciscan Mystery Players of Notre Dame
Church, N. Caldwell

Depicting Jesus’ healing ministry and
Passion and death, this,dramatic meditation
connects with individuals who try to under-
stand suffering in life. The, and thousands
of people have been touched by its message
of comfort and love. This event promises
to have a significant impact on our spiritual
journey - we strongly encourage adults and
young people to attend!

(Since the play addresses subjects of suf-
fering and death, some parents may find the
play unsuitable for children under seven.)
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