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Passion Sunday March 20,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cavanaugh, 
Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & 
Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria 
Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Mi-
chael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher Raiola, Josephine Rapp, Tom Warren, 
Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

What  change could the 
hope  of the resurrection of 
Christ inspire you to make?

For Children:
What  bad habit would  you 
like to “clear out”  during the 
hopeful  time of this Easter 
season?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 No Religious Ed
 Pound A Week 
This Week
 
Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Annual NCAA Beefsteak Benefit
 The K of C invite parishioners to at-
tend their Beefsteak Benefit, featuring 
the NCAA Basketball Finals, on Mon-
day, April 4, at 7:30 pm at Assumption 
School (63 MacCulloch Avenue). $65 
admission fee includes basketball on 
large screen TVs and all the Beefsteak, 
Salad, Fries, Beer, Ice Cream Sundae, 
Coffee, and Tea you can eat. Reserva-
tions:973.285.4799 or mail check to Paul 
Esposito, 15 Homewood Drive, Morris-
town, NJ 07960 by March 30.

People to Pray For
Why are some people’s names included 

and others are not, even if they are sick? 
We respect personal wishes and privacy 
laws, and therefore cannot add names un-
less the person or family member request 
that they be included. In order to keep our 
list updated, please inform us if we should 
remove any names.   

Spirituality Convocation
Hope: The Spirit Ventures Forth is the 

theme of this year’s Spirituality Convo-
cation at St. E’s on April 9, 10am- 4pm.  
Info: www.cse.edu/convocation, 973-290-
4337. 

Job Opportunity
Principal, St. Patrick Elementary 

School, Chatham, NJ
Information and application materials 

can be found at http://www.patdioschools.
org/administrative-openings.  



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY
Second Sunday of Easter

First Reading: Acts 5.12-16
During the seven weeks of Easter, the first 

reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. Its au-
thor, Luke, saw the history of salvation in three 
great stages: First, found in the Old Testament, 
God’s Spirit raises up leaders and prophets to 
guide the people; second, found in Luke’s Gospel, 
the Spirit anoints Jesus as God’s holy one; and 
third, described in Acts of the Apostles, the Spirit 
works in the Church, fulfilling Christ’s promise to 
be with us until the end of time.

Second Reading: Revelation   1.9-19
 This year during the Easter Season, the sec-
ond reading each Sunday is from the book of Rev-
elation, written near the end of the first century. 
Revelation is an Easter book because it focuses on 
the Risen Jesus and our final victory over sin and 
death. Today’s passage describes the call that the 
author received. He was to convey God’s message 
of hope to Christians who were being persecuted.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4 ; Luke 24:1-12 

Encountering the Risen Lord
Suggested Reflection Questions

• On Easter, the liturgy is exultant and celebratory. After 
the austerity of Lent, parishes are filled with flowers and 
music and triumphant “Alleluias.” We proclaim, “This is 
the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 
Why do we rejoice at the Resurrection? What does it 
mean in general? What does it mean to you? 

• Paul speaks of newness and transformation. Now 
that our fast of Lent has been completed and we 
celebrate the Resurrection, we invite a sense of 
newness into our lives. What lessons did you learn 
this Lent? How do they help you understand Easter? 
How can you use these lessons to be a joyful witness 
to the Resurrection in your community? 

• The Gospel readings for our Easter celebration describe 
the friends of Jesus discovering his empty tomb. He is 
risen! Have you experienced a loss this year — a friend, 
family member, or even a relationship or job? What 
does the empty tomb symbolize for you? What does it 
tell us about God? 

Parish on a Journey
 Happy Easter

The Resurrection of Jesus is not just something 
we believe; it is the reason we believe anything 
at all. Paul said it clearly: If Christ has not risen, 
our faith is in vain and we are still trapped in our 
sins, the most pitiable of people. (I Cor 15:17)

A large diverse group of credible witnesses testi-
fied that they had seen Jesus alive again, days 
after his death and burial. Paul listed some of 
them: Peter, the Twelve, 500 disciples at once, 
James and “last of all, he appeared to me” (I Cor 
15: 34).  These men and women spread the news 
of the Resurrection through the Middles East, 
then on to Greece and Rome. 

The Resurrection of Jesus was a wholly unprec-
edented event. Jesus had raised Lazarus from 
his grave but Lazarus died again and so did the 
little girl of Galilee. When Jesus rose, however, 
he drained death of most of its power. It can still 
claim us but it cannot hold us. We too shall live 
again and forever as God’s children, sharing the 
joyous, unending life of the Father, Son and Spirit.

The Bible ends, as it began, with the act of cre-
ation: “I will make all things new,” says the Lord, 
“a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21: 1, 20). 

Let us journey anew each day with the Risen Christ!





Rice Bowl - CRS
Hungering for Celebration

We prayed, fasted and gave alms—and 
now we celebrate! Our Lenten journey with 
CRS Rice Bowl ends in our own hearts, where Jesus 
reigns forever. Let us rejoice in our risen Lord—and in 
the lives we’ve changed this Lent in Colombia, Laos, 
Rwanda, Honduras, Madagascar and all over the world! 
Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl. CRS and 
many people thank you for your generosity. 

Please use the envelope from the Rice Bowl package 
(there are some in the vestibule), and place it in any of 
the collection baskets over the next three weeks.

Please make checks out to St. Thomas More Parish.

Heifer Project
By giving families a hand-up, 
not just a hand-out, they are 
empowered to turn lives of 
hunger into self-reliance and 
hope.

Make a donation to pur-
chase animals for needy families. You can donate a 
share of an animal. Forms are in the vestibule. Make 
checks payable to St. Thomas More.  This will continue 
our Heifer project until Pentecost.

Christ is Risen; He is indeed Risen!
Belief
O God who works wonders,
we marvel in the Resurrection of Jesus, 

your Son.
In Christ, you have redeemed us and brought 

us to life.
May our “alleluia” proclaim the Resurrection
and profess our willingness to join ourselves 

to the Paschal Mystery.
Grant us, we pray, O Lord,
eyes to see you and ears to hear your voice
so that we might grow stronger in faith
like the disciples on that first Easter.
Help us bear witness to your Son’s Resurrection
and give us a desire to seek and serve you 

among the living.
May your Holy Spirit fill us with joy,
rousing our hearts to proclaim Christ, the 

victor King.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Four Teachings of Jesus his followers 
(almost) never take seriously

1. Jesus, not the Bible, is God’s living and active 
Word that brings life.
“You do not have [the Father’s] word abiding in you, 
because you do not believe him whom he has sent. You 
search the scriptures because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. 
Yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”- John 5:39-40

2. The only way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven is 
through DOING the will of God.
”Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 
will of my Father in heaven.” Matthew 7:21

3. Condemnation isn’t Jesus’ style. 
“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” John 3:17

4. Sacrifice yourself and speak words of blessings for 
those you disagree with the most.
“Love Your Enemies and Bless Those Who Persecute 
You” Matthew 5:44



HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH
From Easter to Pentecost come eight Sundays, beginning to end of the great 
Fifty Days that are Easter season. Each Sunday we begin our liturgy with 
a single word. It is a Hebrew word (especially when written “Hallelujah”), 
though often we pronounce it as it comes through the Greek (usually spelled 
“Alleluia”).

What does “hallelujah” mean in Hebrew? “Praise the Lord!” But almost 
everyone would agree, “hallelujah” or even “alleluia” is a more beautiful and 
exuberant sound than “praise the Lord.” Just listen to how the letter “L” flows 
through the vowel sounds! Apparently that is so in many languages because 
we find hallelujah/alleluia used in many places instead of the vernacular. 
Latin had “Laudate Dominum!” but the Latin liturgy never stopped using 
the Greek alleluia. Thus what we have for our entrance song comes from the 
Caribbean where so many languages mingle: “Halle, halle, halle – lujah! 

Here is what Bishop Augustine wrote fifteen centuries ago to his church in Africa:

Let us chant Alleluia. Then the word of scripture will be accomplished, the word not of combatants any 
more, but of victors: Death has been swallowed up in victory!

Let us chant Alleluia here in the midst of dangers and temptations…. O blessed Alleluia of heaven! No more 
anguish, no more adversity. No more enemy. No more love of destruction. Up above, praise to God, and here 
below, praise to God. Praise mingled with fear here, but without disturbance above. Here we chant in hope, 
there, in possession; here it is Alleluia on the way, there it is Alleluia on arriving home.

How Augustine must have loved singing the great alleluia of Easter! Alleluia up above! Alleluia here below!

Alleluia in our fear! Alleluia when we’re home! As we move through the entrance rite on Easter’s Sundays, we 
go to the font and take blessed water in buckets to rain down on the whole assembly. We pick up singing the 
“Halle” again, but now the cantor alternates with us. We wrap the cantor’s words in our hallelujah sung over 
and over:

Glory to God on high!
Glory from far and wide!
Glory and peace on earth abide!
Glory, Creator, praise!
Glory and thanks we raise!
Glory and blessing all our days!
Glory! O Christ, you reign!
Glory! O Lamb, once slain!
Glory! O Lord, let loss be gain!
Glory! Receive our plea!
Glory to Christ now be!
Glory! The world from sin set free!
Glory! O holy Lord!
Glory! O Christ, adored!
Glory! O Spirit, now outpoured!
  © 2005, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Easter Feasting for Fifty Days



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

Easter Sunday

Tone Darcy – Mon...

Eighth Day of Easter
John O’Brien, 9 am 
Fr. Francis Feenan, 11 am
Aldo Caputo 7 pm 

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6,862
Please sign up for electronic giving. 
stthommore.weshareonline.org

New Videos in the Library
Easter Week is a good time to learn 

about the saints who played important roles 
in early Christianity. Check out one of the 
following recent additions to our Video 
Library.

114 A.D. Trials of the Early Church
115 In the Footsteps of St. Peter
116 Full of Grace – Story of Mary the 

Mother of Jesus
117 Paul the Emissary – World Changing 

Saga of Paul
118 Who Cares about the Saints by 

James Martin, SJ
119 Twelve Apostles – Their Lives and 

Achievements
120 Pater and Paul – Key Pillars of Early 

Christianity
121 Paul the Apostle – Christ’s Most 

Prolific Messenger

DID YOU KNOW. . . 
Recyling a six-pack of aluminum 
cans every week saves enough 
energy to power a TV for 936 
hours? The recycling process uses 
about 75% less energy than using 
materials for the first time. Recy-
cled aluminum is used in new cars, 
bikes, appliances and cookware.

REVERE GOD’S CREATION
PROTECT THE EARTH

See us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter@StThomMore

Who, Where Why, How ...
Why is Easter so early this year? It’s barely Spring?
Spring began last week, that’s why it’s Easter. Actually, Easter can be as early as 

March 22 but the last time that happened was 1818. The origins of Easter’s date are 
tied into old celebrations of spring as well as the Jewish feast of Passover. There was 
no standardized date of Easter until the Council of Nicea in 325. The Council bishops 
decided that Easter would fall upon the first Sunday after the first full moon on or 
after the Vernal Equinox. Prior to this decision, Easter was celebrated at different times 
and days, often decided by local custom. In the west, only the church in Britain and 
Ireland refused to accept the date until 664 because of their own Celtic calendar. There 
is still no standard date for all Christians since some eastern church use the older Julian  
calendar rather than the shorter more accurate Gregorian calendar. There has been an 
attempt to establish a common date for all churches, such as a specific Sunday in April 
every year. After many years, this agreement finally seems attainable.
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