


Second Sunday of Easter April 23,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

As a faith community, we keep in mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the healing power of our gracious God. 

Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in 
honor of loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are noted on the Gifts 
Table in the Remembrance Book and on the Weekly Sheet. 

Ministry to the Homebound
If you know a homebound person who would like communion and/or on a regular 

basis, if you are ministering in that way OR if you can visit and/or bring communion 
to a homebound person, please fill out the form on the info rack in the vestibule.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

We show our faith when we 
demonstrate courage in the 
face of difficulty. What 
could you do this week to 
help strengthen someone? 

For Children:
What could you do this week 
to encourage someone who is 
sad or discouraged?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Egg Hunt

Tuesday
 Women’s Guild, 7 pm
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Please sign up for 
lectronic giving at  
stthommore.weshareonline.org

Stewardship of Treasure
Easter Collection: $ 16,720
Last Year: $17.407

Women’s Guild
The Women’s  Guild will  hold its 

meeting on Tuesday at 7.00 pm . It’s our 
Tea Night. Jeanne Bass is bringing her 
Special cups and teas. Bring one of your 
collectibles for a conversation it would be 
appreciated.  All welcome.  

Bake Sale
The Women’s Guild will hold its Bake 

Sale on May 6 & 7  Each member please 
bring 4 items . All proceeds goes back to 
the church. 

AOSE Open House
The Academy of Saint Elizabeth will 

host an Open House for girls and their 
families, Grades 6 to 8. Sun.May 7, 1pm 
Registration is not necessary.

Spend the day at the academy. Thurs. 
May 11. Info:l 973-290-5225, 973-290-5200 
or visit: aosenj.org

Bishop Ahr H.S.
Bishop Ahr/St. Thomas H.S. wants to 

reconnect with all alumni. See news article 
at www.bgahs.org and update contact info 
or write to dchippendale@bgahs.org.

Kids Word
These weekly bulletins for kids are on 

the brochure rack every week. For little 
kids and older ones. Take one before mass 
and help yourself and your child.

Rice Bowl
Please bring Rice Bowls to Church during the next two weeks. 

Please put your donation in the envelope that came with a kit, 
either paper money or check. Please do not bring the box with 
coins. 

PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Third Sunday of Easter
First Reading: Acts 2:14-3:3

None of the Scripture readings during the seven week Easter 
Season are from the Old Testament. But the Acts of the Apostles, 
which is read every Sunday during Easter, frequently quotes Old 
Testament passages which the early Christians saw as fulfilled in 
Jesus. Today’s reading gives part of Peter’s sermon at the first Pen-
tecost. Peter quotes from Psalm 16 which, like most of the Psalms, 
was popularly thought to have been written by David.

Second Reading: 1 Peter  1:17-21
 The Christians for whom the first letter of Peter was written 
were recent converts from paganism. They found themselves a 
small minority in pagan surroundings. Their neighbors and local 
authorities made life miserable for them. Today’s passage offers 
encouragement by reminding them that Jesus died and rose for 
them.

God’s Grace is Young Enough
Acts2:42-147; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

My Lord and My God
•	Believing is not dependent on physical contact with Jesus (Thomas 

makes his profession of faith without touching Jesus), but coming to 
believe does depend on personal encounter. Authentic encounter 
only happens through mutual self-giving: Jesus’ self-giving is shown 
through his gift of the Holy Spirit to us; our self-giving is shown when 
we open ourselves to receive that Spirit. 



Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday of Divine Mercy

Today’s Readings: Acts 2:42–47; Psalm 118:2–4, 13–15, 
22–24; 1 Peter 1:3–9; John 20:19–31. The Acts of the 
Apostles describes the strength of the first Christian commu-
nities. Today’s First Reading show that those early Christians 
did all things in common. They gathered to learn the teach-
ings of the Apostles. They shared food and other goods. They 
prayed at the temple and in their homes—together. Life in 
Christ is best served when it becomes life in Christ together, 
life in Christ in common with other believers.

On this Second Sunday in the Easter season, our com-
munities of faith should be proclaimed as our sources of life 
in Christ lived daily. When we suffer, our community prays 
for us, shares food, and seeks ways to help us. When we 
share good news, our community proclaims that joy ever 

more loudly, and promises continued support and prayer as.
Look around your church community today. Here is 

your faith fan club. Empowered by the Spirit, renewed by the 
Risen Christ, and graced by the continued presence of the 
Father, our communities of faith assemble and share what 
breaking bread together means. Rediscover the sincerity of 
heart within your parish. You will find that the peace of 
Christ, which is proclaimed in the Gospel as Christ’s greet-
ing, will rest more deeply when voiced and named clearly 
and with sincerity. You will find that the faith that is more 
precious than gold, as St. Peter writes in today’s Second 
Reading, is more powerful when the assembly proclaims it 
together by word, in action, and for one another. The joy of 
the resurrection is palpable in the community of faith.

Peace Be with You
God our Father,
you sent your Son to give us life,
and to bless us with his peace.
Your Son breathed his Spirit on his disciples
and on us today,
filling us with his mercy and forgiveness,
his peace and his grace.
May we be filled with the Spirit,
and take that Spirit into the world,
filling the world with your peace.
May we be empowered by the Spirit,
so that others may grow in holiness 

and love,
and your grace might flow beyond 

our grasp.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

April 23, 2017
The Communal Life 



A SHORT CONVERSATION ABOUT PASTORAL COUNCILS
A Parish Pastoral Council as a consultative instrument of 

the pastor to help him understand pastoral matters so he can 
make wise decisions on the parish’s behalf. As a pastoral 
instrument this group is not expected to discuss theology, 
moral principles or church law. Rather, its members are 
called to use their experience, prudence and faithfulness as 
they discuss issues in search of practical resolutions.

What does Pastoral Mean?
Councils are pastoral insofar as they aid the mission of 

pastor in his role to lead the parish. The pastoral work of a 
council, then, is moving from self-knowledge to vision, and 
from vision to an improved practice.

What does Parish Pastoral Council is NOT
As a body, role of the Parish Pastoral Council is not to co-

ordinate tasks or ministries. Nor is a council a collection of 
the parish’s chief ministers or a roster of the “elders” of the 
parish. It does not attempt to coordinate all facets of parish 
life and does not have responsibility for financial matters. 
This is the role of the Parish Finance Council.

What the Church Expects of Pastoral Councils
The Parish Pastoral Council is involved in planning in the 

parish but should not get involved in planning every aspect 
of parish life directed by church policy or diocesan man-
date. This would create an agenda too ambitious in scope 
for a council which only meets periodically.

A good Parish Pastoral Council tends to the parish’s 
mission and its plans with realistic and clear expectations. 
Church law states that councils “are to investigate, ponder, 
and draw conclusions.” There are no inflated expectations 
about coordinating a system of committees or accomplish-
ing diocesan agenda in a parish.

In this model, the pastor knows his parish and consults 
the council about the parish’s needs. The council, then, 
assists him by its study, reflection, and considered recom-
mendations.

The pastor invites the council to examine issues of real 
importance in the parish and community and he relies on 
the council’s wisdom. In this image of Pastoral Councils, 
Church law presumes pastors who want to know the reality 
of the parish so he can love and serve it better. It also envi-
sions council members who also want the best for the parish 
and are willing to put aside personal agendas for the good 
of the whole.

To sum up, pastoral councils are composed of wise pa-
rishioners with a gift for three things: investigating pastoral 
matters, pondering them, and drawing practical conclu-
sions. This is a healthy consultative model that can greatly 
benefit parish life.

A Council should be representative, not necessarily in a 
demographic sense, but as it makes present the wisdom of 
the whole community. Members should be chosen for their 
ability to undertake the work of the council, the work of 
study and reflection and see themselves as part of one com-
munity of faith.

Consider Being a Member of the Parish Pastoral Council

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Pastoral Council of Saint Thomas More parish 
serves as an advisory group to the pastor. A ma-
jor focus of the Pastoral Council is to develop an 
ecclesial community rooted in gospel service and 
compassionate relationships.

With this focus in mind, the pastor and the mem-
bers engage in short and long range planning 
to both increase and retain parish membership, 
strengthen current ministries as well as develop 
new ministries, enhance liturgical and spiritual life 
of the parish, and build a solid financial base for a 
vibrant parish.

The members of the Pastoral Council serve the 
parish and the pastor by providing:

• an overall view of the parish needs as a result 
of their involvement in parish life

• leadership in evaluating pastoral and liturgical 
aspects of parish life, including communications 
between and among pastor, staff, committees and 
parishioners

• recommendations regarding responses to these 
needs, keeping in mind parish finances, facilities, 
and personnel

• recommendations regarding increasing present 
and future community service

• suggestions as to appropriate parishioners to 
lead pastoral initiatives.

For the pastor, the Pastoral Council is a primary 
source of support, challenge, and consultation as 
well as an avenue of communication within the parish.

The Pastoral Council consists of the pastor and 
6 - 8 members of the parish. Two of these members 
may be appointed by the pastor and the rest are to 
be elected at large by the parish following a broad 
process to determine appropriate candidates and 
to provide information to the parish regarding the 
nominees’ backgrounds, participation in parish life, 
and potential contributions to this advisory body.

Presently, members serve three year terms with 
a one third membership changing each year. The 
Pastoral Council normally meets five times a year.

From the Pastoral Council: 
     Please consider running for the St. Thomas More 
Pastoral Council. As laity, we are called to serve the 
Church. A member of  the council makes an important 
contribution to the Parish by providing the Pastor with 
advise, support and helps him cultivate ministers and 
activity committee personnel. The council meets five 
times per year. There are two three-year terms open 
for July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020 terms. Look for 
a “Candidate Nomination Form” in the vestibule of the 
church soon; complete one and email to  ossela@opton-
line.net  or drop off at the Parish office by May 22. The 
forms will be condensed into candidate 
blurbs, which will be published for two Sundays in June 
with an election  at the end of June.

Parish Pastoral Council Elections Coming Up Soon


