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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.) 

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date. 

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday through Wednesday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!  



 

Blast From the Past(or)  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 23, 2018 

      Merry Christmas!!  This is the salutation par excellence 
because it puts us all on the same page, recognizing our shared 
need for healing, peace and above all, redemption.  The 
epicenter of this Season moves us to announce the Birth of a 
Child to all we meet.  Saying Merry Christmas does not 
compel anyone to do anything against their will, nor does it 
disparage their human dignity.  Instead the greeting is an 
unequivocal act of willing good for another.  We call that love. 
Why muffle this demonstrative expression with bland, 
nervous evocations of ‘happy holidays?’  What is the holiday?  
What makes it happy?  Was it ‘happy holidays’ that made 
John the Baptist leap in his mother’s womb?  Was it the 
winter solstice that made Mary set out in haste?  C’mon.  It’s 
disingenuous if not schizophrenic to divest Christianity from 
Christmas.  When visiting my folks last Christmas, I read an 
article by E.J. Dionne of the Washington Post.  I was able to 
read this article because my dad makes his methodical and 
iron-clad, age-old, unchanging coffee run at 4 am each 
morning.  It is during this curious ritual that Dad also 
purchases 14 different newspapers.  Such is a marvel to 
behold.  When I made the suggestion that Dad might well 
peruse the news online, I was almost banished from the clan.  
But that’s a story for another time.  Anyway, amid this tsunami 
of print media, I encountered Mr. Dionne’s article on 
Christmas, which rightly alludes to Christ turning the world 
upside down.  Mr. Dionne also quotes Woody Guthrie well, 
reminding us that Christmas is the day for those who have 
been knocked for a dozen loops, but then he confesses to 
finding it decidedly un-Christian to insist on aggressively 
pushing Christmas greetings onto those whose own religious 
commitments are different than mine.  And there’s the rub 
and common misunderstanding.  Didn’t a Jewish man write 
the tune White Christmas?  Merry Christmas is the 
consummate inclusion.  God’s Incarnate love is the truth 
about humanity.  This holiday is ‘happy’ of course, but for 
reasons that are distinctly Christian, imposing on us the joyful 
obligation to ‘cry out in a loud voice’ with Elizabeth and to set 
out out in haste with Our Lady.  Merry Christmas is not a 
silent proclamation.  It is an act of love.  God has come!  
Spread the Word.  Merry Christmas!!!!!!!!!!! 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

 

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, Talent and 
Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for December 15-16: $5,286.00 
Online Donations for November 2018: $2,695.00 

 

Monday, December 24: Christmas at Greccio 

8:15 am- Carmella Antonelli 

Monday, December 24: Vigil Mass for the Nativity of the 
Lord - Christmas 

5:00 pm- Sandy Clyde 

8:00 pm- Michael and Anna Christie 

Midnight- Carmen Liuzza, Jr. 

Tuesday, December 25: The Nativity of the Lord - 
Christmas 

9:00 am- Donna Buchner 

11:00 am- Joseph Rotondi 

Wednesday, December 26: Saint Stephen 

8:15 am- Madison Torres 

Thursday, December 27: Saint John the Apostle 

8:15 am- MaryPat DeLisi 

Friday, December 28: Holy Innocents 

8:15 am- Andrew Gallagher 

Saturday, December 29: Saint Thomas Becket 

8:15 am- Michael Russo 

5:00 pm- Jean Lawler 

Sunday, December 30: Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 

9:00 am- Margaret Farkas 

11:00 am- Maison Hullibarger 

7:00 pm- Todd Wharton 

If you are a family member or friend of the person being 
remembered at a Sunday Mass, please feel free to 
approach an usher and offer to bring up the gifts. 

 

Attention Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers! 

We are working to update the ministry scheduling 
program and the ways in which the schedules are 
prepared.  You will be receiving an email with more details 
soon, but in the meantime, we’d ask that each minister 
please confirm/update his or her contact information by 
either logging onto the ministry scheduler website at 
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/Thomas_More 
or emailing Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org.  Thank 
you so much for sharing your gifts with our parish! 



 

Christmas Season 
Schedule 

Christmas Eve Masses 
5:00 pm, 8:00 pm and Midnight 

 
Christmas Day Masses 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

(Please note there will be NO 7 PM MASS 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY.) 

 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of God 
Monday, December 31 (Vigil) – 7 pm 

Tuesday, January 1 – 8:15 am and 
12:10 pm 

 
Please Note the Parish Office will be 

closed the Week of December 24 and 
also from December 31 - January 1.  It 

will reopen at 9 am on Wednesday, 
January 2. 

 
On behalf of Father Tom and the 

entire parish staff, we wish everyone a 
blessed, peaceful Christmas Season! 

 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

As the year comes quickly to an end and many are 
planning on how to make a final year-end charitable 
contribution that has the most impact, please consider the 
many lives that are helped because of the support given to 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  These are your neighbors, 
your friends, our senior priests and seminarians and urban 
school students.  All of us can play a part in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal – as either a contributor to the cause or as 
a recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a result.  
Please make the Bishop’s Annual Appeal a priority in your 
year-end philanthropy.  Gifts can be made by check, credit 
cards, through gifts of securities or on-line at 
www.2018appeal.org.  If you are 70½ or over and have an 
IRA, you can receive a tax benefit by instructing your IRA 
investment manager to donate your required minimum 
distribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Please 
consult your tax or financial advisor for more information. 

 
Meet the Finance Council 

The St. Thomas More Finance Council is comprised of 
individuals who are diverse in their expertise.  The council 
meets monthly (except in summer months) and is 
responsible for the annual parish budget, examination of 
monthly and annual expense and income reports for the 
parish and advising the Pastor on decisions relative to 
financial and administrative matters.  The current 
members of the Finance Council are: 

Vince Achilarre, Chairperson 
Josh Elmore 
Cathy Miller 
Sharon O’Neil 

We encourage you to reach out to the council members 
with any questions or feedback you may have to assist our 
parish in achieving the mission of ensuring the future 
growth and strength of our faith community. 


